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MEMOIRS 


Of 

LIEUT.-GEN. COUNT MATIIIEU DUMAS. 


TO MY SON. 


Mv Dbar SoHi 

The inaccuracy and want of tnitli in the multi- 
tmlo of private Mcnioir-i, with which wo have been 
inundated, and with which cutetii])orary history 
was in a mnnner ovcrwlielnied, had inspired me 
with insunnouiitablc distrust. It scented to me 
that rny testimony would be a nsilcss nnd slender 
tribute, and would be lost in that chaos into which 
so many rash opinions, so many fulsc slalcmentSt 
so many calunanies, dictated by the spirit of ro« 
vengo, will perhaps never suffer the light of truth 
to |)enctrnte. In (act the number of those Memoirs 
is but very inconsiderable of which my honorable 
friend, the count de S^gur, has given us so perfect 
a model. In venturing to imitate him* 1 yield to 
his counsels as well as to his warm solicitations. 

The following pages, my dear Son, contain the 
faithful narrative of the events in which I had 
some share, according to the various situations in 
Vox. I.—« 



which 1 was placed. 'teatimony of an eje* 
wilaesa is not useless wDO^-wniDter^ing, who, re- 
lating the story of his life, is obliged to apeak of 
himself, eaying, like the Pigeon in Lafoatame, 
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CHAPTER I. 


EnirtfiM into the MrTi«c lo 2173—Dc«th of l<ouif XV—Sto^iot in Iho 

Alp^Ia Fl^iidcro—RcconniMMnce of tlM Oiooncl porto—Wir w'lih 

Knfldnd—Comp of Viuwwui—Prrptratiuiu for 4 laridinf in Knj»Und 

—l'i/Mjc«cufii] ntnl cjaptifo— Tb9 project of ombtrkoUuosWodoned. 

After I had fiiiislicd my studies in my native city of 
MohijH'lljcr, niy father sent me, at the age of fiOecn, to 
Pam, and placed me in llie preparatory school, directed 
by M. Ikrtlinnd, at that time itic most celebrated for pupils 
intciulcd for the engineers and iha artillery. Towards the 
end of the year 1770,1 underwent a first examination 
under ifio AIM Bossnt, for admission into Iho School of 
Apphcnlion at Mezicres; hut the number of places Imving 
be<Mi rodneed, ami the second examination deferred, my 
parents proforred placing mo in the infantry; I was ap* 
jioiiueil siduheutcnaiU in the regiment of MMoc, which I 
joined at Montauban in ilic spring of 1773. At that time 
un artificial scarcity excited popular tumults in tho south 
of Praijcc; at Montauban the sedition was very serious, 
iind was suppressed with great dilRculty, by the inter- 
lureucc ofthu military! U was easy to foresee, even then, 
of what excesses tins tnrhuleni population was capable, 
and bow rniicb (ho bonds of obedience to the laws were 
ulrenrly relaxed. 

'Hie regiment, of which the marquis dc Maiiroy had 
just obtained the command, was sent to Urian^on. The 
year which I passed iliero was more advantageously em¬ 
ployed than any other of my youth. Being cliargcd with 
the instruction and the detail of some companies in one of 
the forts, during a long and severe winter, I devoted my¬ 
self to iny profession, and lakl down a system of military 
studies which I have always followed. 

In tho following winter the battalion to vhkh I belonged 
having relieved the garrison of the Fort rfw trou I 
took advantage of this kind of exile to apply more seri¬ 
ously to tlie study of the aKock and defence of fortresses, 
and to practise iY\» drawing of maps and plans. About 
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this time,} 774, the year of the death of T^uls XVlh, and 
of the actiession of Louis XVSth, I obtained a furlough; 
during my absence the regiment of M6doc, which, since 
the war of l757,aAer having made part of the army which 
hcscigcd Mahou,had remained in the southern provinces, 
was ordered to the north, and first to Valenciennes. Be¬ 
fore rejoining it, I passed sotne weeks at Paris at the house 
of my colonel, the marquis de Mauroy. He presented me 
to the count de Maillehois, one of onr best gencrula, whom 
his disgrace had deprived of the highest military honors, 
hut whose superior talents were nevertheless acknow¬ 
ledged by his rivals. Ho received me with kindness, and 
I arn indebted to him for some good advice. 

I found at VuloncicMtics now and greater resources for 
my improvement. In the dauphin’s regiment of infantry, 
which was part of the garrison, I met with some officers, 
who, like myself, were pursuing the study of their profes¬ 
sion. Among them was M. oe Servan, brother of the 
eelebrnted attorney-gcucral to the parliament of Grenoble, 
who was aherwarda mhiisierof war, and wrote the work 
which ho lias since published under the title of ’^^Sotdnt 
Citoyen;'* M. Lacn^e, minister of the war department 
under the empire, who wrote several articles for the En- 
eyelop6di^i and the count do Grimoard, the Siimo who 
publislied an essay upon battles. We worked hard to¬ 
gether. I studied tho history of the wars in Flanders, and 
the camnaigna of onr beat generals on that frontier. I 
visited the most eelebmied fields of battle, such as Dennin, 
Fontouoy, kc. Ouc day I was passing over that of Mai- 
plaquci, and following the critical narrative of Fenqui^res 
which I Imd in my hand, and looking in the wood of Sara 
for tho passage by which prince Eugene, aAer having 
tuniod the left of the French line, broke and separated 
Ihc cavalry, and by that movement decided the fate of that 
bloody day, which was so disastrous to the French armies. 
A veteran, whom I met upon an ancieut road which crosses 
the wood, and which is still called La Chau48^ dt Brunts 
haut, replied to my questions respiting the locality, with 
as much precision as if he had witneaed the action, so 
that I oould not refrain from expressing my surprise. ** To 
be sure I was there,” said he; accompanied my father, 
the miller, who served the prince as a guide. At that 
time (lUh Sept 1709) I was fourteen years old, and have 
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a vivid recollection of all I then In feet ho gave 

me a faithful accounl of the coiiibata that took place at 
differcul poititt, and hia stalcmenta perfectly agreed with 
the narrative of Fcuqniirea “There,” said he, “is the 
path which we took when we lefi the mllL Sec that little 
chapel etill perforated with halla; there was the centre and 
the holiest of the battle. Further towards the right you 
will still see tlie high hedges, behind which so many of the 
Dutch perished.” Is it not extraordinary that 1 should be 
able to speak, from the testimony of an eye-witness, of a 
battle fought ouo hundred and twenty years ago? 

A short lime afterwards the marquis Je Castries, who 
had tlic cliief command in French Flniidcrs, and who, 
when governor of Montpellier, knew and protected my 
fatuily, reviewing the regiment of M6Joc, recognised mo, 
and gnvu me great er>couragenicnl. 1 presented to him 
un c$a:*.y on reconnoitring the ground; ho invited me to 
his hciiiUinuncrs at Lisle, where a great theoretical school 
had just Ik'cu formed, for ihe now niaumnvrcs proposed 
by niapr Firscli. Measures were at length taken to Ax 
the principles of oiir excellent infuiiiry regu I at lot is, accord¬ 
ing to llioso of the Fnissiaii nrinics, which had hitherto 
l«en eirlior ill-understood, or too servilely and diversely 
imilufod. These simple methods were adopted, wfiich are 
applicuhlc to every kind of formation, for breaking and 
restoring; the order of Imitlc, as may be ro<iuirccJ. The 
school of like platoon was regnlulHl, and limited for the 
mameuvrea of the battalion, and that of the battalion for 
the manoonvresof the line;^abovo all, uniformity of com- 
niuiid for (ho details and for the whole was prescribed, and 
cosily obtained, from the quick apprehension of die French 
soldier. 

The marquis de Castries was pleased to question me 
res|>ectliig the nature of my stndieR. He even gave me 
a kind of problem to solve, In insirnctions for a recon- 
noisance relative to the investing of the fortress of Valeo- 
cioniios. He presented and strongly recommended me to 
lieut.-gcncral count de Puys^iir, one of the best in¬ 
spectors of infantry, who soon attached me to his service 
as aid-de-camp, and always honored rue with a paternal 
inter^t. I was indebted to his prudent counsel and even 
to his strictness, for not suffering myself lo be diverted 
from my mUiiary studies, by too ardent a taste for literature 

a 
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sod the pleesuree of society. My excellent protector did 
not think fit to separele me from my regiment; there* he 
said, lay my principal dnty, my most useful occupation* 
and the basis of my profession. When 1 had accompanied 
him iu his lours of inspection and passed some time in his 
family* he sent me back to my garrison. 

Towards the end of the year n76, the regiment of 
M^oc left Valenciennes to occupy l«e Quesnoy, which 
removed me to a short distsrMe oufy4|to^he ordinary 
residence of my general* at the chalea^VPtlaysmes* the 
seat of his falher4n>law* the Marquis de Cemay. The 
military system of M. de Sainl Germain was ou the poin|| 
of being introduced, and engaged the attention of the 
whole army, i wrote some observaiions on the new 
ordinances. My colonel allowed me to make trial, in a 
sham attack of outposts* of a plan of entrenchments which 
1 had proposed in my memoir on the investing of Valen- 
ciennea. 

In 1777 the regiment haWng act out on its inarch for 
Calais* I wot summoned to Dunkirk by the count de 
Pnys^ur. He commanded in that part of Flanders, and 
had been entrusted with a special mission. The insurrec¬ 
tion of the En^ish colonies in North America had broken 
out in 1775. The French goremraent, which ever since 
the peace of 1763* and the loss of the fine colony of Ca nada, 
boro with impatiorKe the humiliating conditions which it 
bod been compelled to accept, after a war which was 
equally disoatroiia and ilk<condii€ted, saw with secret joy 
the fiourlshing colofiies of England ready to eniancipaie 
Ihemselvos; it desired their success* and favored their 
efforts. 1 1 s assist snee* though not y c i avowed, had exci led 
the warmest remonstrances on the part of England. 
Lous XVI. since his accession to the throne, had devoted 
all his care to the re-establishment of the navv. Great 
armametkts were prepared in the arsenals of Brest and 
Toulon. French officers, whose ardor had become impa¬ 
tient of a long peace, went to America* where they were 
received M tbe ranks of the insurants. The youagi 
marqujbdp 1a Fayette was one of the first to givW||p 
txag jyof the most generous attachment to the uiin^f 
independence aasoon aaithad been pffi fetaijwsQ. 
^H||r fitted out a man-ofAvar at his own q^Pensefand 
.3W 6 volunteer to join the army of general Washing- 
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ton, if not wiih the permwonf at least with the approba¬ 
tion of tlm king and his xniinsters, who could not be igiio- 
rant of so decisive a step. The marsfml de Castries caused 
& proposal to be made to zue, to acconapany M. de la 
Fayette, with some other officers. 1 eageriy accepted the 
proposal but it was too late. Ttie government, whose 
loicrest it was still to dissemble tiie succor it alTordedi 
stop|>^ for some time this kind of emigratiou. 

The war between the two rival maritime powers was 
imminent, but the preparations were stiU covered wiih a 
mysterious veil A train of field artillery intended for the 
insurgeuis had been prepared at the arsenal of Douay, and 
was to pass ilimugh Dunkirk to be embarked at Ot^tendo. 
It is well known lliat (here was at tlkot lime an Knglish 
cumniissioner at Dunkirk, whose business it was to aco 
that the works and fortificalions of that non, which were 
destroyed according to tlie most sliameful uniclc of iho 
Peace of 174)3, were not restored. Wo had been and wore 
still obliged to endure ibis disgrace, and to conceal fiom 
Mr Fnaor the orrival and dcporlure of ibis ariillcry. 
The remonstrances of tliat officer, if he had been imme- 
diatcly informed of tlie passage of this miii and ibo place 
to winch it had been scut, would have embarrasseu the 
coRin>aj)dcr*in«chief. The count do Puys6gnr, in ordor 
to prevent difficulties, which at least would have been 
unscasonohlc, invited Mr. Fraser to dine with him, to 
meet the principal ollieers of ilic garrison. 1 was deputed 
to lako care that no message should reach the English 
commissioner, and to detain him as long as possible by 
spinning out the converiation on profctsioi^l subjects. I 
acted this mortifying part as well as 1 could, but with 
secret vexation. The convoy pasted through the town at 
the beginning of the night and was sent to Ostende. The 
English commissioner was or pretended to be ignorant 
of it. 

I pnwed the remainderof the winter at Calais, and then 
joined niy general, and accompanied him in his tour of 
inspection. He took me with him lo Paris, where I ob¬ 
tained for my brother Saim-Marcel a sub-1 ieutenant’a 
corotiiissioTi ill iho regiment of Aquitaine, comrnaDded by 
the marquis do Crillou. On my return lb Calais I engaged 
with my friend Poncet in making a reconnoisance of the 
coasts and ports of the clianneJ. 1 was iar frozn foreseeing 
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that this employroeDt would one day be penonally nsefiil 
to rue—that 1 should oce the suppositious of au expedition 
against England realised, which I then luade as a problem 
to be solved, 'fhe count de Maillebols, who had matured 
a plan for the invasion of England, the preiiminarics of 
which resembled those which have since been executed by 
Napoloou, had just been directed by the miDister of war 
to exumiue what arrangements might be made in the little 
ports on the channel between Dunkirk and Boulogne, and 
more especially for the rr-cstabhshment of that ofAmble* 
teuse, which had been long since abandoned, lie sent me 
detailed instructions on this subject, and soon repaired 
himself to Ainbictcusc, where I presented to him the plan 
which 1 had laid down, and the memoir which 1 had pre¬ 
pared according to his directions. 1 then accompanied 
him in his tour on tho northern frontier, to visit several 
holds of battle, most of which I had already examined. 1 
admired tho rapid cotip^^mil, tho justice of the observa- 
tioitsof this general, whodonbilcss wanted only favorable 
opponuiiiiics to raise him to tho highest rank. 

War beiween England and Franco broke out nt tlio be¬ 
ginning of 1776. A grand plan of oHensivo operations 
was resolved upon by tlie cabinet of Versailles. While 
the armaments in the pom of Brest and Cadiz were has* 
tened, attd the utnon of a great combined fleet was pro¬ 
jected, a second expedition, which was confided to Count 
d’Estaiiig, sailed from Toulon to strike an unexpected 
blow in the Antilles, to carry succours and effect a diver¬ 
sion which should be advantngcoiis to the insurgents. 
The French Brest fleet, under the count d*Orvil]iej8, at¬ 
tacked tho English fleet at the entrance of the chatmel. 
At the same lime troops were assetnbled in the camps of 
Vau6sieux iu Normandy and of Param6 in Brittany. The 
count de Fuys6gur was employed iu the latter camp, and 
1 was to repair thither, but the regiment of MMoc being 
ordered to form part of the camp at Vaussieux, I could 
not be detached irom it 'flic regiment was at first can¬ 
toned At Vire, and formed part of a brigade especially 
destined to exorcise under (he command of the count do 
Rocbambeaii. The corps which was to assemble in the 
plain of Vaussieux consisted of about 20,000 men of all 
arms, under tlte command of ntorshsl de Broglie. 

Wblp the camp broke up, tbe regiment of M6doc was 
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SBiit to Lillo. and soon af)erward%~namely, at the bc^n- 
ning of 1779,-10 the coast of DresL The project and 
the proparaiinns for nn invasion of England became more 
serious. 'I'hc combined 5tpainsli and French fleets wero 
assembled in ihc port of Brest; the ports of St. Mai6 and 
Havre were ftBCil upon for Ihc embarkation of the troops 
which were cantoned in the provinces of Normandy and 
Brittany. The count <le Vaux, who was oppoinicd com^ 
maii<ler iii-chicf of the expedition, had his head-quarters at 
St. A[aii). Twelve battalions of crenadiers and cliasseura 
dnl^ed from d liferent regiments which did not make part 
of the army, were asscuibied in the environs of St. Male, 
under the emumaiid of count du Uochamheau. Those of 
the regiment of M6doc formed {virt of this chosen body, 
whicit was to form the vanguard; I therefore marched 
will) thorn. The count do Pnys6gnr, major-general of 
tiii.H anuy,sunimonrMl mo to join him, and wiihonl discon* 
liiiiiir^g to perform my duly as lieutenant of chasseurs,! 
at the 5»ine lime fulfliled my funeiions os aid-de-camp to 
tny gene nil, with his young hrother the chevalier, and his 
cousin count Maxime dc Puys6cur. I was very actively 
employed iiirlio multifarious details of the duties of the 
geuirral stuff, nnd in all that was rebtivo to the prepnra* 
tioii for the ciuliarkailoii lioth of the troops and of tho 
artillery, as well as the corrcs|ioiu)euce. I assiduously 
attended the essays of eiCiharking nnd disembarking, which 
the count dc Rocliamlicau caused the troops of his van¬ 
guard frequently to proclise. 

Towards tho end of August the grand comlnnod fleets, 
tinder tho command of the coinil d’Orvillicrs, having sailed 
from Brest to the niinil>er of sixty sliips of tho tine, in or¬ 
der to encounter t)ic English fliict and compel it to aban¬ 
don the coasts of the cl inn ncl, we impatiently expected 
(he frigulo which was to bring usonicrs to put to sci; but 
our expectation was disappointed ; tho English remained 
in port. There was no general battle. Uikcosts ravaged 
the French and Spanish fleets, and the count d*Orvilliers, 
after a futiguing cruize, and an idle display of a superior 
force licforc Plymouth, was obliged to return with the 
combined fleets to Brest. 'Fhe Spaniards, who were 
discontented, soon separated from the French, and sailed 
to Cadiz. Sucl) was the tenoinalion of this campaign, the 
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preparations for which had cost immense sums. The pro* 
ject of a landing in England was abandoned.* 

The count de Pnys^^r having obtained for me a cap- 
taio’a commission, [ went to join him in Flanders, and 
returned to Paris with him in the month of Jantiary, 17S0. 

* Tin ittlclU^enct of Um Milini; of combined fleefi tVom 

Bmt wtt brought tn by Genfhtl Llgjd, (tDiher of iho lluilory of 

the Seven Yeart* Wtr,) who« bnn^ al Rnutngno and well Informed of tho 
MToeecdinp of Uw french, emberked an boaM • iieatnl ehip,*fMj came to 
Portamouth. On landing lie immcdiatelj preoee<M le Hie ronideiico of 
the Governor. It wae Sunday, and ibt governor wae it ehiireh. Ho de. 
aired thni Ho might bo ImnMiatolg eeni for, vhieh waa done. Ocneral 
Llord (wlio wan, I bvltcve* known to him) acccetedhim nUieribruplly with, 
** What havo jon to do at church *. tfavo you a mind lo have llic church 
knocked about your carat Don't yoo know Uiato Preneh and Spaiiiah 
fleet of nearly aiily aail of iHe line i# at ate, and that an invasion ol Eng* 
land IB eofitouiplaled r* The giwcrnor waa greatly aurpriard at Uita in* 
tolligonco, and the goeeral eontinoed, ** Where ia our fleet I If not in 
port, light voaoila BlHM*d ho vo.it in aaareh of it in cine tho Admiral alKmld 
not bv aware "f tlia atiling of tho fronoli Soil. Ilia furce ia co infetior 
(thirty aall of the hno) that bo will of enurao haaten intn port, and whan ho 
ia OAOU tIAirv, Uio french will give op thvir projeef, whi^ ia to gut poaeea. 
•ion of Portamouth or PlymoutJi; but they will nut attempt it unlraa Uiey 
can firiit dcalroy our fleol*" General f.myd, on converaing wilh t>ie Gu* 
vernur on hia mvana of dofenee, found that by aeme alraiige blunJar*tl»e 
greaiof part of Ike oannon.bjIU were tot» Urge fhr Iho guna, ao tliat, aa he 
uacd eflerwarda to aay in Joke, it waa noccaury to aend bal^ by po»t from 
Woolwich. 

i{a*ifig given IhlaimporUetncwa lo the Governor of Portimouih.Gana* 
ral blojd ini mod lately poaied to London lo acqoa lot tho Minlatry. (There 
were no tvlugmpha in IIhsho day*.) 

The apnea ranee of Uw comluikcd fleeta having eaoacd an catraordinary 
alarm In rkiglaiid, General Lkiyd waa iniluctd to write hlv celebrated 
" PuhliCJl and Military illia]B«dy on the Invaaion and Defenro of Groat 
Sribia and Ireland,** which waa printed in 17TII, but aupproaacd al Uio dc* 
eire of the Mjnut«ra.-»/Mf ^ fka Truoalaler. 
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CHAPTER n. 


yftr in America in ITdlWGmbtrkolum—PacMfc—•( Rhode 
lUeEHi^^pcech of (General Rochaoibraii—^^snionmcat in Mhodo Ikliivd 
—influence of Um eitivtl of iKe Prtoeh ermjr~V»ilof General Waeh* 
lOfton—^Prceoctfi of Arnold—Preceefliofi of Lord Com w ■Ilia in VirfinU 
and Ihe twoCarolinttafainelUenoralCreoo—Mbiaion to l^ncral Watb- 
infton—Action between the w|a>dr« ma - ■Bitoftieoa of Arnold— 
paign in Virginia Ci>oper»liow oT Admiral do C»riane Siege of York* 
town—Taking of Yorli'lewn—Winier^iuartera—IK;Ic.il of Admiral Da 
Cra»»e—Nefutiattena belwc«*n tho khtgliaJi Uovrrnmrnt and tlie CoD> 
gr r** " ketumof the French armjf lolha nonh<<rn proTinfcn ih^partoro 
of Gcncrjl kucliambcao—Furinalioo nf I ha corps el iho ea^wdillon to 
Jamaica—Kniidem*e al Duwon—Prot>helie words of Dr.<*wpvr—Bm- 
barktiion—neparluro—Report to iheCJwralier do CJiaafellui—Vovago 
—T<’rupeal—8hipwreek of Im Aaarrgagar—Arrival at Purlo (*al>cllr^ 
AnitMuncvNieAl ^ tlic praec—lK*p«rturo l>wn l*orln CalwIK 3d April, 
1?A3—Arrival at Ca|w rraii«4U—^t04lioo of ^int Dvuiingu—Dcfiar* 
lure for France—ArrivuJ «t Ureal. 

Tiik king hnd tcsaIvoiI to give direct and clToctnal as* 
kiMuhcc to tiie Uiiiicd Siiites. France had rccognisod their 
independence, and Ircalotl with the now rcptihlic through 
the medium of Dr. Franklin. 'Hio marquis de la Payette, 
aficr h.iyingbmvciy fought under Iho command of Wa^* 
ington, had rclurnod lo Knropc to solicit powerful aid, 
which was tho more iirgcully necessary because the Eng« 
lish had ohtaiued great ndvaiiiAges in the proceding cam¬ 
paign, and had greatly increased Ihcir forces by sending 
Hessian troops, whom their avaricious sovereign had sold 
to llicni. 

Tho French government resolved to send to America a 
corps of 12,000 men, the command of whicfi was given to 
genera] Kochambcaii, a choico which was highly ap¬ 
proved by the ni^on and the army. Thai bravo general, 
who was as disti^iishcd by his laleiUs as by liis noble 
charaeier, at the recommendation of count do Puys^gur, 
was pleased to choose me for one of his aid dc-camps, an 
honor which I shared with the chevalier de Lameth, 
count Charles de Damas, count do Vauban, count de 
Person count de Lauberbiire, nephew of the gcneraMn- 
chief, and bf. Collot, an officer of tho light troops. The 
army consisted of two divisi^: the first, commanded by 
lieutenant^neral baron de Viomesnil, who had under 
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him the count his brother, vas assembled at Brest; the 
second di visioni which was not organised at first, was not 
to sail till some months after the first. This latter was 
composed of four regiments of infantiy, BourbfftmaUf 
SoiMonnaiSf Banionge, and Deux /’on/s, and of a legion¬ 
ary corps, commanded by the duke de Lausnu. Major- 
general the chevalier de Chastellux filled the office of 
major-general,* and brigadier-general de Beville that of 
quarier-nmster geueral. The artillery was commanded 
by brigadier-general d’Arboville, and the engineers by 
brigadier-general D.esandroina. A train of field-artillery, 
a train of baUerittg cannon, and large magazines were 
formed at I)rest. The requisite number of transports was 
sent from St. Ma)^. 

The squadron destined to protect the convoy conaisted 
of seven ships of the line, three frigates, and some smaller 
men'of-war, under the command of rear-admiral the 
ohovAlicr de Ternay. 

The count de Rochambenii, who hastened the em¬ 
barkation, employed us in attending to all the details to 
which i had b^n already nmcit accustomed at St, Mal6; 
the troops being embarked, on the lOilt of April all the 
officers of the staff wetit on board the ships assigned to 
them. The commandcr-iu<hicf embarked in tlio due de 
BtiHTgnunty which bore the admirara flag. Ttio place 
assigned to me was on board the Jnsoii, commatidw by 
M de la Clocltotterie, who had distinguisited liinisclf 
during the preceding campaign by his memorahlo engage¬ 
ment in the frigate Ln Befit Ponte. My fcllow-pnssen- 
gers on board tins vessel were M. Charles dc Lamcih, 
contit de Fersen, and count de Charhis, afterwards dnke 
de Castries, and son of the marshal. On the tzih of April 
every ibh^ was in readiness to set sail, and on the lith, 
the wmd l»ing in the north, the whole convoy anchored 
in thn roads of Bertbeaume; but ou the following day, just 
as the squadron was weighing anchor, the wind rose in 
the west, and the convoy received orders to re-enter- 

The wind continued variable till the Isi of May,tbouffh 
it still remained in the western quarter. Tlie^ winds, 

* The oAcef etlted in Ihe Fmeh eerviM, bt» the e^me 

Snliee la perform lor the whole ertn; to the fer ■ Hv 

•bo to ftirwerd tho cofteepondeocc * f tho com iMbdor>iB'Chief; ind to mtk« 
a nputi of the oparetioM.—iVWe ^ iSc IVwMUier. 
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which were contrary to us, were favorable lo ihe squadron 
commanded by admiral Grave^ consisting of eleven ahipa 
of the Ui>e, atid evidently destiued to intercept our route. 
At last, on the 2d, at four o'clock in the morning, wo also 
prep.ir^ to sail with a g^)od wiitd from the northeast, and 
followed the admiral, who headed the squadron. After 
having passed tlie strait and gained ilie open sea, the 
squadron and the convoy took a sotithcm route, safely 
crossed the passage of the Raz, and having all iniilcd wo 
procccilcd on our voyage. 

Onr departure not luvvhig boon observed hy the enemy, 
it was thonght that adinimi Graves might come up with 
IIS off Cape FiriiMirrc. Wn were in a fair way of dou* 
bliiig tliu cape when the wind got up and again hocanie 
contrary; it drove ns into the gulf; and we were nhligcd 
lo bring'io, and it was not till the I5ili or I6tli of May, 
nfior having siifToml excessive futigiicditriiig several days, 
ami snaiuiiW sumo damage, that the Mjiiadron and the 
convoy drnihU^<l ihc c;q>e with a wind from the northeost. 
u<hnirul (Vaves not having tundo liis appearance, our 
lu.irv ccasikI. Chevalier de Tcniay decided on faking a 
soiitficrii route, the sime wliicli hud been chosen by count 
rrKsiuihg; that to iho wi^stwurd was the most direct, hut 
tml so s.'irc for a lurgv convoy, I>ciiig exposed to greater 
dniitfiT from v.iriahlc winib, whereas by getting into the 
latiindr of the monsoons, onr voyage, would be more easy. 
A inildi'r climate was more favorable to the health of the 
crews and the soldiers, uihI we had also less chance of 
nit!clui:t iliu enemy; at length the souiherly winds, which 
genmilly prevail during Ihc fine sctosoii on the coasts of 
Nnrili America, would, 10 all appeamnea, permit ns to 
proc«*erl along the must and steer towards the north, to 
tlur point wficro we should fmd it most advisablo lo land, 
ac^’ording lo the siiu.*dion of the aOiiirs of oiir allies, and 
of now circumstances which could not fw foreseen. 

We conilnufHl steering southwards till the 3<nh of May, 
when we wore in 28®, W N. lat. and 31^ 14' W. longitude. 
•iOiir able captain, M. do la Clochnticric, represented to us 
"^hat it was more advisable to make Ihb long circuit, in* 
^tcud of taking the middle course near the Azores. 

^ The trade winds, on this side of the tropics, arc, it is 
wsid, generally from N.E. lo E.NE, and those which 
aprevaii on the other side are S.EL;—under the trop>cf 
Veu I.—3 
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there is an easy east wind. Before reaching the latitnde 
where these general winds can be taken advantage ofp it 
is common to meet with stidden gusts and frequent calms, 
the constant cause of which appears to be the reduction 
of the contrary wind and currents from the N. and the S. 
to the same direction from E. to W.; the conflicting forces 
being destroyed or babneed, mnst produce calms, and 
accidental and necessarily violent reactions will occasion 
squalls in the zones which are nearest to that in which 
the general winds occur. It is, therefore, more prudent 
to stand to the south till you have paseed them, and this 
course is more safe than attempting to proceed as soon as 
possible in the latitude of the place where you intend to 
land. 

We began to entertain doubts respecting the destination 
of the expedition. Most of the naval oflicers thought that 
we were going to Bt. Domingo, and that the pretext of 
armaments for North America bad served to conceal tho 
object of an expedition, consisting both of land and naval 
forces, intended to attack Jamaica, 'fho perseverance of 
the admiral in steering to the south, though wo had passed, 
several days before, the zone of the general winds, ren« 
dcri'd this conjecture very probable. 1 for my part wns 
much alarmed at it, for t perceived that so numerous an 
expedition would causo many dilflculties, and 1 dreaded 
the intense heat of tho climate: hiu above all,'t had heart¬ 
ily espoused the causo of the independence of the Ameri¬ 
cans, and I should have fell extreme regret at losing the 
honor of combating for their liberty. At length in tho 
night of tfie 29th of May, the admiral having given the 
signal to steer to the west, all onr doubts were removed. 

From the Ist to tho t5th of May wo had passed from 
to the 62^ of longitude, constantly keeping nearly 
iHpki same latitude, and had thus proceeded about 800 
jiE^ups wilhotil experiencing any accident, or meclingany 
vessel except flvo sail, which crossed our ronte, and which 
the admiral caused to be chased by the frigates and a ship 
of the line, to see that the way was clear. An English 
brig bound from Halifax to St. Kicib got among the 
squadron, and was captured by La Surreillante frigate. 
The captian informed us that Charleston had been be¬ 
sieged and taken ^ General* Clinton. The admiral gave 
instructions for tiU order of battle, in ease we should meet 
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with the enemy, an<] his arrangements for (he landing. 
Tlie eoMUt do Rochamheaii likewise gave his instructions, 
fixing the order of batiJc and providing for every contin* 
gency, with the greatest perspicuity and precision. On 
I ho lollowing days,tltc ndmird, steering to the N. E. oxer* 
cised the s<iaiidron to change from the order of sailing to 
iho order of battle, the convoy remaining to the leeward. 
The Survoillaule frigate chased and took ti brig carrying 
twelve gmis. Thu captain of this vcssi*], a major and 
some other officers, who were going from Iho army of 
genera) Clinton to Ifint of gonend Vanghan in the Wind¬ 
ward Islamls, confirmed tliciiowsof the taking of Charles* 
Ion hy general CUnton, on tlio Idih of May. The Amc* 
ricun gciicnil, JJncoln, uficr having with the brave gar* 
risen d'*fcndud the place fur forty-six days, afier opening 
of tho trenches, liiid been forc^ to capitiilalc. Tltcso 
pn«<oiicrs aim (old ns that their troops hnd already nuiie* 
irud U very far north into Carolina; (hat adiniml Arhulh* 
not was still at Charleston at the time of (heir departure; 
and that a atpiardou of nine sliips of iho line, probably 
that of :i<lniiral Graves, watex|»cc(ed there. Kvon sup* 
posing ifcii ilieso s(a(om<!nts were exaggerated, it was 
prohaldit il;;it wc slioiild iiicci with a superior force on 
tin* mast. At length on the inili of June, (lie commander* 
imehit r gave notice that I fie oX|)cdiiion was to land at 
}<\uh\v. Inland, from which wc were still about 300 Ictiglies 
disianl. Tfie wind bcuig S.S.E. the japiudroii was ordered 
to sieiT N.W. On tlie following day the greater part of 
(in* convoy l>eing to leeward, and only some vessels to 
windward, at the disianru of a league, Iho frigates a-heod 
mailo a signal for soils on our larl^rd, wlhcli were on a 
Stiirlifiiird lack, and which they soon announced to be a 
snperiur force. The general ordered the Ncpluno and 
rKvillu to give chase, and the rest (o keep close, and (he 
Convoy to pass to leeward. Tlie ships giving chasu soon 
di5‘‘ov*!n*d six roen-of-war, five of the lino and one frigate; 
,lhcy fell back in>on the s^iuadron, and the enemy chasing 
.'towards 118 . we had reason to presume (hat (ho crjnvoy, 
irwhich was much to the wmdward, had been perceived by 
"them before (he 84piadron,and (hat they had given chase, 
without knowing the strength of (he cso>rt. TItc admiral 
Ulicn formed in line of battle^ The enemy, being to wind- 
; ward, remained out of cannon-shot; only one of their ships 
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nfihe line, which doubtless had pnisned the chase too far, 
was at a great distance from the others, and might iiave 
been cot off and separated from its sqn^rou by the Nep- 
tunc and Jason, whicli were at the head of our line. The 
convoy was then altogether, and covered by our frigates; 
and if the desire of prolectiiig it Imd not prevailed over 
every other considcrution, it might have been wislied that 
the admiral would order the sliips of the line at the head 
ofonr situadron to conimcnce an active chase of that ship, 
while with his five other ships of the line he would have 
detained and fought the four English ships. The latter 
seeing that one of their squadron was in danger, and ready 
to fall to leeward, tucked, and approaching it, came across 
onr course. 

The admiral desiring to form his line well, and hindered 
doubtless by the rrovenco of the line, which, not keeping 
the wind, was iinahto to lake its post in the wake of the 
Juson, gave signal to the two leading ships to slacken 
s:ul,in order to fill up more speedily iho too great interval 
between them and himself. Ho then immcdiutcly rc« 
solved to take his post before tho Provcnco. During 
these manosuvres tho English vessel tacked and steered 
towards iho head of the English line, wiiich hnd tacked 
in order to join it. Every instant Icwncd our hopes of 
cutting it olT. The admiral was scarcely in onr wake 
when he gave the signal to crowd saih and soon aher* 
wards to commeitce action. The Neptune and Jason 
were llion wilUin half cannon-shot of the last English 
all ip of the line, whicli received sncccasively a hron<lMde 
of all onr ships of the lino. 'Hie others, thonsh more dis¬ 
tant, protected it by their fire, till it had readied the rear 
of Iho lino. Aher this caniionado, Iho enemy keeping 
close fmnled, the admiral made the signal to tack and re¬ 
sume our course. We were then proceeding on contrary 
tacks, the English sailing from ns; we bred a genera) 
broadside: the stenimost sliip passed nearer to us than tho 
others, and we perceived that its rigging was much da¬ 
maged. 

The enemy were soon at a distance from us. and we 
scarcely heard tho report of tlieir signal guns. We pro¬ 
ceeded at night-fall to rally the convoy. I1ie admiral 
gave tlic signal to steer to th^ north all night, and trans¬ 
mitted orders to form the line abreast. 
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At dny-break, the enemy being no longer in nghi, the 
etiuydroii formed as before in two columns, and wo pro* 
coeded on our course. 

This acnoM,or rather skirmish, lasted not more than on 
hour-and'a*haif. Our toss wus inconsiderable; only one 
of the bhigllsU ships of ihc line was very rouglily bundled. 
Thu Neptune, wliicli was llio nourcst lo it, perceived that 
it wus the Kuby, of 74 guns. We were lost in conjecture 
what squadron this might be. Was it that of admiral 
Arhutliiiol, or a part of tliat of admiral Graves } Was it 
detached andsieering for the Antilles, or was there reason 
to fear that ArbiUhnot and Gravc^ joining, after falling in 
witli ns, would wait for our arrival on the coast. Our 
cujMiiiii, M. dc la Clochelienc,had during ihc engagement 
loudly blamed the fault coiomiued by M. de Ternay in 
causing his two foremost vcsscIn to slacken sail,and which 
had utlowed the Unhy, which wus already cut oJF from 
its line, to disengage ilsclf and rrioin the M|imdreu. Ik* 
ing snmmoncd to a comicil with tho other captains on 
bcKinl die udmiraTs sliip, and being qucstioiiiHJ in his turn 
wliat \\v. tfiouglit of llie destination of tins Knglisli si|nad* 
ron, U is loo late, sir,” said he; **1 could have told you 
yt*!Uurday evening It de|)endcd npnn you to ask the cap* 
lain of the Kuby.*' This n^proach, Jnsl ]H.*rhaps, but too se¬ 
vere, Wus at the same tune an act of insnbordiimlion, 
whirfi could scarcely be excused hy the brilliant valor 
aiul iuiprinous cliaraciuf of la Clocliottcrio. 

The chevalier de Ternay, one of iho lK;st ofticers in the 
French navy, was hi a very diflicult situation. Tho ob* 
ject of his voyage was to proleci the arrival of succors to 
the Ihiiled Slates, on which the issue of the war depended. 
Dciiig certain of tliu superiority of the naval force of the 
enemy, ought he, when so near the landing place, to hove 
riskiHl the fate of the expedition by engaging in a serious 
battle, 10 profit by a moTncnIary advantage? He hud on 
board the gencral-in-diief and his stalT, and ihough M. do 
llochuinbcau told him, as soon as the enemy’s vesscb 
wore descried, lhat ho lagged he would look upon him as 
a common sailor, and consider only ihe honor of tho 
king’s flag, he felt the whole weight of his responsibility, 
and thought tliat it was more prudent to content Ihmself 
with covering his convoy. Yet, when he afiewards learnt 
that these five Coglish 8l)i)>s of the line, commanded by 
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commodore Comwa1IIS| and lately repaired at Jamaica, 
were goin^ to the Windward Islands to join the fleet of 
admiral Rodney, and give him for the rest of the cam> 
paign a great superiority orer the French fiect of M. de 
Oiiichcn, he was extremely mortified, and his premaiuro 
death was ascribed to that cause. 

The end of our voyage was as tedious and Croubtesonie 
as the beginning had been, after leaving the D.iy of Biscay. 
For a whole fortnight we were constantly impeded by 
calms, variable winds, and currents selling to the north. 
The meeting and the disappearance of the fire English 
ships made our adcrtiral determine to land in Chesapeak 
Kay, because he justly supposed that admiral Graves 
would collect his force on the coast of New York. It was 
not till the ^th or 5th of July that the frigates having 
sounded, found a bottom at a depth of twcnty«two fathoms. 
The squadron soon aficr brought-to, and we had only 
eighteen fathoms. We found by observation that wo 
were in laU 37* and long. 77^. Wo were steering to¬ 
wards Capo Heury, and were preparing to cast anchor, 
when several sail were descried ahead. The signal to cast 
anchor was revoked, and eighteen ships of the line were 
comited. The admiral gave orders to prepare for action, 
and to keep close, and afierwards gave directions to tack, 
and pointed out the change of course which he intended 
to adopt during the night At sunset the enemy remained 
to the'west of ns, and we could scarcely distinguish them. 
The convoy crowded sail, and kept together to windward 
of our line. We passed ttic night with matches lighted, 
not knowing whether we were chased by asufveriorforco. 
The admiral having taken the lead at night-fall transmit¬ 
ted orders to keep a close line, to follow him without 
regard to the direction of the wind, and to hinder the ships 
of the convoy from falling to the leeward. The admiral 
did not put up his lights till midnight, and steered to the 
northeast At daybreak we met with two English 
frigates; they were ahead, and we could not suppose that 
they belonged to (he squadron which wo had avoided. 
We look a small vessel, the captain of which reported 
that this squadron was proceeding to New York, and the 
admiral announced that we were going to land at Rhode 
Island. It seemed probable that the division of admiral 
Arbuthnot, the five ships of the line which we had engaged 
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an<3 which we supposed to bo still in llicse seas, and, 
lastly, lltc fleet of admiral 0 raves, had united to iiuorcept 
our passage. The slowness of our progress gnyo reason 
to fear tins; several transports wore in bad coiidilioti, and 
in want of water. Some of them were obliged to be 
cowed. Ou the 7ih and 6lhof July we were filiy leagues 
from land. As it seemed all but certain that we could not 
avoid a disadvantageous combat, the admiral had resolved 
to double Cape Cod, to enter the port of Boston, but the 
opinion of llw council, which he assembled, atid to which 
he admitted the geuer.als of the tniid forces, was, that it 
was preferable to make direct for Kfuxle Island, where 
the convoy uiighl always enter under the protection of the 
tire of the stpiudron. 'Hiis was leuviiig rnncli to clmnce. 
Fortune favored us, and, nher four days of (hick fogs, 
calms, and faiut and contrary winds, wc descried tho 
Ainerkan shore. Filutsfrom the island of Martha’s Vine* 
yard cunducicd tho wjiuidroii to the aiicliorage of Khodo 
Island. Thu mist having cleared away, wc tlid not |) 0 r* 
cm VC in (lie horizon my suspicions sail. The sky was 
st'riMiu, the s<*a beautiful: wo admirod tho Kummits of tho 
Jiills gilded liy (Imi last rays of the sun, which set in an 
ocean of fire. At length, on the llth of June, altera 
voyage of seventy days, the scpiadmn and the whole con* 
voy unoliorutl in ihc outer road of Klio<ic Island, and on 
the loNowing day in the imrt, off the town of Newport. 

Our joy may Im easily mneeIvixl after so longn passage, 
and such welhfoundcd alarms for Ihc success of our ex* 
pcditlon. Wc had ai length rcacluxJ the country which 
wo M ardently desired to S(*e, where the bare op[>ciirance 
*of the French Hag would mvive the hopes of thedufenders 
of liU?riy. Wc were welcomed with Ihc acclamations of 
4lic few patriots ifiat remained in the island, which had 
dntuly been occupi<^ by the English, who had boon (breed 
to aliundori it. Scarcely was the arrival the French 
•squadron known when the authorities and principal in* 
'habitants of the neiglilKiring country hastened to welcome 
^s. The count de Rochambeaii was compUmenled by 
,'1fic public olficcn. ** We come.*' said he, “ in the name 
•of our sovereign, to defend with you the nv)st righteous 
cause. Depend upon our fratcntal affection and treat us 
as brethren. We shall follow your example in the fi^ld 
.of honor, and wc shall give you that of the strictest die* 
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cipline and of re^)oct for your laws. 'Hiis litde French 
army is only the vauguard; it will speedily be followed 
by more considerable succors, and i shall be only the 
second to general Wasliuigtoo.’’ The landing of the 
troops and of the artillery was eflecled with the utmost 
exp^ition. it was foreseen that the English, who had 
concentrated their forces both by sea and land at New 
York, would not give us time to establish ourselves at 
Rhode Island, and we were infortned by geoeral Wash¬ 
ington that Sir iloory Clinton was embarking his troops, 
and would soon come to attack ns, with the squudroiis 
united under the command of admiral Arbuthnot, which 
were anchored at Sandy Hook, below New York, at the 
mouth of the Hudson. General Washington, who ob¬ 
served his motions, crossed the river above West Point 
with tho best part of his troops, and marched towards 
Kingshridge, to tiio north of the island, where ho rnude a 
show of attacking. This manoeuvre kept buck the English 

f ;eiioral, who hastened to land his troops attd rcnouticed 
lis project. Arbuthnot put to sea, and apneured olf 
Rhode Island with eleven sliips of the liuo and sotuo fri¬ 
gates a few days after our arrival. 

M. do Kocliainbcau had not lost a moment. Ho had 
liimself examined the pritKipal points of defonco, had 
caused butteries of heavy artillery utid mortars, lo bo 
erected along the channel, with furnaces to hent the balls. 
Our ships were moored with springs on thccahlc8,and the 
Euglish admiral did not attempt to force this line in order 
to penctruic into ilio inner row. Ho took his Marion otT 
the coast, and conteiiled himself with observing us, an¬ 
choring at the point of Long Island. It was then that we 
litnied tliul the eleven sail before which we had changed 
NT course at the entrance of the Chesapeak, were for the 
taM part only frigates and large vessels, which were con- 
to New York ihp EngUah troops from Charleston. 
Thus foruiiio had twjce oStrid us easy and moat import¬ 
ant success. 1 have said above that the Frencli admiral 
M. de Ternay regretted the prudence of his conduct, not- 
withstauding the good reasons which had dictated it. He 
fell sick some weeks after our arrival at Rhode Island, and 
died. 

The campaign was too far advanced, and our naval 
force too interior for the French army to undertake any 
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lliiii; important. General Rochambeau lliought only of 
perf^'eiing the defenee of Rhode Island, by the mutual 
protccUou of the ships and the coast •bat leriea^ The troops 
and (he crews had snnered much from disorders occasion* 
cd by ific ships being too crowded. The isbnd had been 
dcvasiaicd by (he Knglish and by (he abode of tlie Amori- 
Ciin iroo|»s. It was ncecasury to erect barracks to lodge 
(he troops, to fit np hospiials at the bottom of (he hay in 
(he litlle (own of Providence, lo take measures for mount¬ 
ing Ihc hussnrs of J^nutun; in a word, to provide for all 
the wnni.s of ilic liillc army, while in winier-qnortcrs. I 
Wiis einployrd with roy comrade ciievalicr Clinrlos do 
LaniHli in various rcconnaUanccs rebdve to Iho defensive 
nrnunreineiits. 1 was likewise cnlrtistcd wiih several 
njissinus on shore, which, by making me actjimintcd with 
ik»e unigistrutes and principal inhahiiatns of the country, 
gave me opportunilii'S to •study (ho manners, and to ac* 
(juire more facility in speaking the language. I generally 
lodged in the little town of Providence, where 1 wus par- 
lion larly well ruoeived in (ho family of Dr. llowno. I 
loariicd tho spirit of the parties, and (he real stale of nlfalrs. 

1*1 10 prcsfiicu of (he Mpiadron and of (he Frei»ch army, 
ahhiunrh still paralysed, and in fact blocked tip by ndmi- 
rul Arkmthnot, had ctrcctod a very mlVHiitugeons diversion, 
whivli Inndercd iho Kngibh from profiting by all tlicir ad- 
v:(ni:ig<*s uficr ilio taking of Cliarlcsion, so that instead 
of acting in tfic sourhern prnvincco, that is, the two Caro- 
linns, wilfk preponderating forces, they were obliged to 
brinu bark (he sreater part to New York, itmcrul 
^Vnsliiiigton and grncrnl UocliamlMmn dc'cided on passing 
tlic xvlndc of the wliiUT in pasdivc ohservatioii; always 
holdiinr thruisclvi's n^ady to ]>rofi( by tlio most favomhlo 
cimmiMsnres which might |)rc«>nf themselves. The wholo 
of (his comparative snspension of hostilities was well em- 
fl<*ycd in pultlng the American army in gootl enndirion 
w>r ifte opening of the campaign; and general Docham- 
bcnii on Ins side, who was expecting the arrival of a 
•pcorid division, prepared himself lo aid oiir allies with 
vigor. (Jmerni Washington, accompained by the mar- 
gnis de la Fayette, repaired in person to (he French head¬ 
quarters. We Imd lieen impatient to see tfic hero of 
liberty. His dignified addrcfjs, his rimplicity of manners, 
j)tjd mild gravity, surpassed our expectation, and wou 
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every heart After having conferred with count Rocham* 
beau, 58 he was leaving us to return to his headquarters 
near West Puiul,! received the welcome order to accompany 
him os far as Providence. We arrived thero at night; the 
whole of (he population had assembled from (he suburbs, 
we were surrounded by a crowd of children carrying 
torches, reiterating the acclamations of die citisena; all 
were eager to approach (he fiersori of him whom they 
called their father, and pressed so closely sroniid us that 
they hindered ns from proceeding. General Washington 
wan miicli affected, stopped a few momenis, and pressing 
my hand, ssiid, ** Wo may be beuten by (he English; it is 
(he chance of war; but ^hold an army which they can 
never conquer.*^ 

It was at (his time, and during (ho absence of geticml 
Washington, (hat general Arnold attempted to carry into 
effect the crime wliich lie incddai<’d, of delivering to the 
English the fortress of West Point, which had Itecn con* 
filled to him, as Insing one of the braved and most able 
ofHcors of (ho American army. Ilis infammis trejichcry 
was discovered by the arrest of major Amlr^, who, dis* 
gnisod as a poaaint, had come to cimror with him, and 
was taking to Sir Honry CUnloti the infonnition and plans 
which the traitor had delivered to him. Arnold being in* 
formed of the arrest of Andr 6 , hastily cml>arkcd on board 
a vessel, and fled to New York, where ho brought only 
the useless assistance of his perfidious advice; and tliR un¬ 
fortunate major, one of llm best oiK<ters of the Kuglish 
army, and a man nf a most csiimublo chanicUir, being 
tried and jnslly condemned as a spy, atoned for his im¬ 
prudence with his life. 

Whilo ihese events were passing in the north, lord 
Cornwallis prosecuted in the south the plon of his cam- 

C ^aign. He was ready (o march to North Carolina, when 
ieu tenant-colonel Taricton, whom he had detached to 
dislodge gctieral Morgan from his position oti ihc Pacolet, 
was besieu by him with (lie loss of more tlian 600 men. 
This event did not divert lord Cornwallis from his project 
of petietrating into Virginia, lie left a small corps of 
troops, under general Rawdon, to cover South Carolina, 
and rally Ihc remains of Tarleiou’s corps, and proceeded 
by (he upper route to the foot of (he moimtains, wbi^ 
afforded liiin more fiscilitiea for fording tlie rivers. 
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thus abandoned all communicatioii with Charleston^ 
made the corps of general Leslie join him^ end assembled 
his forces at Kamsoure-Mill, on the southern fork of the 
Caiawbaw. Iking dopriv^ of Tarlelon*s light troops^ 
which had formed his nrst van*guard, and not being able 
to reconnoitre his march to any great distance, Cornwallis 
resolved to prevent by the celcrilv of his movements the 
assembling oflhe mililin and of the American troops, 
which were advancing to the support of goncrai Morgan, 
Ife caused the greater part of the boggnge to bo burnt^ 
a severe trial of the diariplinc and devotf^ness of the sol* 
tiicr, mid wfiich never succeeds, except with a commander 
who is equally bclovni and esteemed by those nf whom 
ho rcqiiin^s such sacri rices. ConiwalUs was adored by 
Ins UHUi, who were the flower of the veteran bands of tho 
Kiiglish army, who had fought and iriumplml under him 
ni TrciiKiu and Ccriikantnwn, and at lirandywine. 1 *Jioy 
folloNVwl him with iinplirit conlidcnre, forced ific passago 
of tfio Ciitawhaw, wliirh wns feebly dofomlrd by llio miti* 
lia, iukI occupM^l Salisbury, in tho high cotintry of North 
CarolitKi. 

(ifUicrnl Orem, who had succeeded general Oates, was 
ut thul time with a corps of regular American troops and 
snrnc iKUtilions of militia, on llic cast bank of the Pedca 
ill K<inth Carolina, hciwccn Camdon ami CImrIeston. 
i\H siHiTi as ho wos informed of the movements of lord 
Cornwallis, ho proceeded hy forecd inarches inwards the 
Monvinn scltlemcnts in North Carolina. Iking still loo 
weak to aitenipl to stop tlie progress of the British troops, 
whns<' inarch he cnrisiniitly rctarticd hy breaking down 
the hriilgcs which he met with nii his route, he passed the 
l):iiT. lie was then only one day's march in advance of 
• the enemy, and interrcpicd his route, l^rd Cornwallis 
did not venture to attack him, because he was already in 
want of provisions, and feared that general Cr(*en, sup- 
porierl by the militia of tho province of Virginia, would 
oppose him with a force too greatly superior. The Eng¬ 
lish gcnenil thought it best to fall baek to Hillsborough 
and take up a position there. His proelumatinn at first 
revived the spirits of the loyidisls. He suecoeded in in¬ 
ducing some of them to join the ranks of his army, but 
900 of these unhappy deserters, being surprised and sur¬ 
rounded by a detachment of American light troops, were. 
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vithout mercy, pitt to the aword. This example cooled 
the seal of the partisans of Great Britain, and the English 
army mei heuceforward only with timid friends or obsti¬ 
nate euemies. 

I«ord ComwaUis could rto longer hold his position at 
Hillsborough; want of provisions obliged him to quit it 
and remove his camp to the creek d*Allamance. GenarsI 
' Green, having on his side received the feinforcements of 
men and ammunition which ho expected from Virginia, 
took his posiiiou at OuUd ford-court-house. 2»rd Corn- 
wollls, perceiving this ofTeiisivc movement,*resolved to 
hnsani an engagement, from the success of which he 
hoped nothing less than a general rising of the loyulisis 
and iho submission of the two Carolinas. On the )Sth of 
March he encamped si Quaker's Meeting, almost in sight 
of the Anicricuii army. The latter, well posted on an 
emincMce surrounded by woods and thickets, was drawji 
np in onlur of hnttlo in three lines. Tho first was com¬ 
posed of the militia of North Carolii»a, with two pieces of 
cannon; the sccondof the militia of Virginia, and the third 
of the continental troops of that slate and of Maryland. 
Thu two wings were supported by detachments of dm- 
goons and light infantry, on the right under ific command 
of colonel IJnck aud lieiitensnt-coloncl Washington, nu 
the loft under tho corntnand of lieu ten nut-colonel l«ce. 
General Green wailed in this order for the attack of tho 
English. Tlicy advanced in two columtis; that on tho 
right, under general Leslie, wa.s formed of the regiment of 
Bose aud of the 71st, supported by the first battalton of 
tho guards. That on tlie !c(^, commanded by hrigadior- 
gcncral O’Hara, was com|>osed of the 83d and .3;^, sup¬ 
ported by the grenadiers ainl the second battalion of the 
guards. The Hcsi^ian chassieurs and the light infantry 
wore |K)sied in a wood, to support the artillery. The 
cavalry was in reserve. The effective force of the Ame¬ 
rican army was 4500 men, tite greater part of which 
consisted of militia; that of cite English army was 5000 
tegular troops. The bring commenced on the part of the 
Amcri(;ans with a brisk cannonade. While the Kngll^ 
artillery was returning it, lord Cornwallis formed three 
coluinus of attack, flcfore they had attacked the first 
American line, the militia composing it took bi^t. The 
second line,coDsisting of the militia of Virginia, supported 
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for a considerable time the deslntclire fire of the English, 
but it gave way and was broken. The third line showed 
more steadiness. The shock was violent, and the combat 
aangninary. Overpowered by numbers and turned on its 
left, this third line woa also broken. The brigade of Vir* 
ginia was surrounded, and sudered severely, two pieces 
of cannon fell info tho hands of ihe English. General 
Green, seeing his right wing threatened with an attack 
like that which luid ruined his lel\ wing, ordered the re-^ 
treat. It was covered by the two corps of observation, 
which had been placed upon his wings, ruid which charged 
the English army so vigorously that Ihoy retook fhe two 
picecH of cannon which it had captured. Tlie continental 
troops coniinucd their rcireat in good order; aflcr having 
passed liccdyfork, throe miles from the ticid of battle, they 
took up a position on the opposite bank, and oii tho follow* 
ing day proceeded to encamp at Ironworks, ten miles 
further. 

Tho Held of kuiUlc ronutinod with the English, but their 
loss was more considerable tlian that of the Americans. 
Thu absolute wont of provisions and the cxccuivo fatigue 
of the troops would not permit lord Cornwallis to pursue 
the Americans. Atler this iiscicas victory ho was obliged 
to draw near to the soa and to rvtrogrado to Wilmington 
ou Capo Fear, at the distance of about 150 miles, in order 
to comniunicufe with Charleston. 

General Green being rid of so fomoidablc an enemy, and 
having rallied his troops, petictrafod without obstudo to 
Canidon, a pretty strong post, where general Rawdon 
had entrenched himself. He vigorously defended himself 
against the sup^^rior force of Green, who could not besiege 
him for want of artillery, hnt obliged him to evacuate it. 
Tho same happened with Fort Watson, Orangeburg, and 
other fortideu points, sikK as Moll Granby, Augusta and 
Nineiy*six, which, having only small garrisons, fell succes¬ 
sively into the hsnds of the Americans. Thus general 
Green delivered the two Carotina8,aml obliged the English 
troops which were scattered ihrongh them to fall back upon 
Charleston, afler having taken from them 500 prisoners. 

Meantime the American general, by withdrawing his 
forces, had left Vi^nia tin protected, and lord Cornwallis 
hastened to take advantage of this circumstance. He 
crossed, without obstacle, North Carolina, took posaessiMZ 
. VoL. I.—4 
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of Halifax, and advanced at ikr aa Petersburg, where he 
joined the British troops, which general Clinton had sent 
from New York, under the conamand of Arnold, lo ravage ' 
that fine province. This traitor, who had beofme odious 
to the whole English army since the fatal death of major 
Andr^, had obtained the rank of brigadier-genemi*, and 
Sir lii'iiry Clinton had takert the opportunity to send him 
away from New York, by giving him the command of this 
disasiroiis expedition On the 4lh of January, 17d1, he 
landed with 1600 men, most of them deserters like him¬ 
self, ut Westover, on the upper part of James River, arKl 
went to Kichmoiid to destroy I he magasiiiesof nmiuuiiition 
and provisions, which the Americans had formed tficre. 
lie was continuing his depredations, when the assembling 
of several corps of mililia threatened to surround him. 
Then, descending James River.he reireoied to Ponsn»outh, 
a town sittiuled iit the Iwllom of a creek, towards the 
cntniiice of ihc Chcsupcuke,to wait for the reinforcements 
which were to be sent him from New York. Aa soon as 
gcticral Washirgion was informed of the expedition of 
Arnold, ond of the danger which threatened Virginia, he 
proposed to count dc Hochambr^aii to carry immediate 
succors thither, and to attack the traitor in the post where 
ho had entrenched himself. It wos on* occasion of the 
discusKiont wliich fim two comnuinders-in•chief had on 
this subject tfiat 1 wasdesjuttclicd by gcncrat Korhambeau 
to general Washhigtim, whose hcad-qnnrtcra were then 
at New Windsor, on the right bank of the lludsoii, ilirce 
leagues above West Point, lie had with him only the 
marquis de la Fnyetto and their respective aid-de^amps. 
His artnv was in barracks or cantonments five or six 
leagues fitrtlicr off, on thernad to niiladelphia. The gar¬ 
rison of West Point consisted of 2000 continental troops. 

I here uuerrupt the succinct narrative of Ihc most re¬ 
markable events of the winter of 1761, to recall the im- 
• pressions which (received during the short stay that I made 
in the family of the deliverer of America. The brilliant 
actions of great men caunot fail to be recalled by history; 
the anecdotes of their private life are equally worthy of 
being preserved because they often make ns better ac¬ 
quainted with the priticipal traits of their character. 

I'he general gave me a most cordial reception. He 
appeared to be highly satisfied with the despatches which 
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I delivered to liiro, In the presence of M. de la Fayette, 
colonel Hamilton, his aid*de<Ainp, and colonel Hnm* 

' phric9, wlio pertbrmeU the duties of chief of the statf. He 
withdrew to confer with llieni. Iking invilc<i to dinner, 
which was remarkably plain, 1 Imcl leisure to admire the 
perfect harmony of his noble and fine countenance, with 
the simplicity of his language and the jnstico and depth 
of Ins observations. He generally sat long otiahle, and 
animated the conversation by itnalfoctcd cheerfulness. 
Much was said of the troacitcry of Artiold, of the firm¬ 
ness and nifxleralioii with which the general Itud just 
suppressed tlic insnhordination of the troops of the 
of Iknnsylvariia, and lastly of the situation of Virgittia, 
of the marches and couiuer-marchi*s of loni Cornwallis. 
1 was pariicnlnrly struck with the niarks of uifcctUHi winch 
the general showed to his pupil, his adopted son the iimr- 
tphs dc la Fayette. Scaled opposite to him, lie looked nl 
him witli pleasure, and listen^ to him with inanifcst in¬ 
terest. One of the company, (if I remnnther rightly, it 
was, [ think, colonel Hmnilton, who was afterwards so 
unlurtuinitely and so preinatimdysnatcfied from the hopes 
of liiseouniry,) rclatetl the mzinner m which the geiiorol 
hud rucoivod u despatch from Sir Henry Clinton, addressed 
to Mr Wanhingthn. Taking it from the hands of tlin flag 
of truce, and seeing the direction, *^Thia kuior,’’ said ho, 
is (hrericMi to a planter uf the Mato of Virginia. I shall 
have it delivered to him, nficr the end of the war; fill that 
lime it shall not be opened.’' A m'coihI despatch was 
addressed to his Kxcclkiioy (kneral Wa5Uington. 

i)ii the following day gooeral Washington was to goto 
West Point, and allow^ me to accompany him. Count 
de Clnirhis, who had just arrived to pay his r<?spccls totho 
general, and to spend some days wilii his friend M. dil fev 
Fayette, was likewiso of the {uiriy. Ily rather diAlMlt 
paths, wc passed the moiiiilain, at the other side of whMtt 
is the pill ten 11 , surrounded by sleep eminences, where block 
houses Ind been built and strong lultcries had been erected, 
to har the course of the river by the aid of the l>end, caused 
by the projeciioii of this promontory. AOer having visited 
the forts and reviewed the garrison, as the day was de- 
clming, and we were going to mount our horses, the 
general perceived that M. dc la Fayette, in consequence 
of his old wound, was very rouch fatigued. ** It will be 
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better,” said hc^ "to reitim by tvater, the tide trill assist 
us in ascending against the stream.” A boat was soon 
manned with good rowers, and we embarked. The cold 
became excessive: we had to make onr way between the 
large flukes of ice which the river brought down. A 
heavy snow and the obscurity of the night soon rendered 
the danger more imminent, and the management of the 
boat, which 61 led with water,became ii/crcasingly dilRculh 
We coasted the rocks which lined ihe right bank of the 
Hudson, l>etween West Point and New Windsor, at ihe 
foot of whicli it is ioipoesibie to land. General Wash- 
ingloi), perceiving that the master of the boat was very 
mneh alarmed, look the helm, aaying, " Courage, iny 
friends; I am going to conduct you, since U is oiy duty to 
hold the helm.” Alter having with much didicnlty made 
our way uguinst the stream and the icc, we lauded, and 
had lo walk a league b*<fore we reached the head-quarters. 

Ueturiting to Kliodo Island, where general Kocliaiiibeau 
was embarking a dciachment of a1»nt 1*500 men, under 
the command of baron do Viomesniljon board the aquad- 
ron, to convey them lo Chesa)>eRk llay, I was ordered to 
go to New London, a small |K»rton the coast of Connecticut 
oppohiio to the point of lA)ug island, and the ikiichor.iu'o 
of the Engli8]iia]uadroii,iu order to watch it closuly, while 
ours was prc)mring to put to sea. The Kugtish resolved 
to inuintain llicir slulion at this anchorage, which wus 
dangerous on account of ihe smldeii squalls, had struck 
their top'Sails and lowurtd (heir top-nmsts. Tliia ]irc- 
cuulioii, aud their njiparunt security, sntricioutly prtwed 
that (hey did not sns|»cct (hat onr squadron would soon 
leave the bay. M. Destoiichcs, who, on the deatli of M. 
da Ternay, had taken the coinnumd, and hoisted his 6ag 
the Due dc Uourgogne, took advantage of u 
fi||i noriheast wind to act sail on the 8th of March. Ad- 
Iplial ArUurthuot followed him closely, and appeared in 
eight of the coast of Virginia almost at the same time as 
the French squadron. On the I6th the two squadrons, 
coming iu sight of each other at the distance of sixteen 
leagues from Cheaapeak Bay, prepared for action. The 
French commenced by taking the opposite lack, an evolu¬ 
tion which the English executed half an Iwur afterwards. 
They tacked a second lime.to avoid the shoals on the 
coast. The English squadrohcotiituued to proceed in the 
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opposite direction, and bjr means of its superiority iti sail* 
ing to the French vessels, it soon wna able to get to the 
windward of them, and then tacked and fell into the wake 
of the French ehips. Up till chat moment admiral Des« 
toiiolies being persuaded that the njost fortunate result 
which he could hope for would still leave him so shuaced 
that it would be impossible for him to attain his object, 
had maiioeiivred without eitlkcr avoiding or seeking an 
action. Seeing, however, that the English were on the 
point of overtaking his rear*guard, he resolved to hasten 
Co meet them. He lacked accordingly,and made n signal 
to the leading ship to advance to the first of the enemy’s 
line. *rho tiring began on both sides. The atnnigih of 
the two Mjnadrons was nearly equal, each cotisiHting of 
eight sfiipsof the line, only the English had the advantage 
of one lhrcr*<locker. Ttie head of the English line having 
arrived, the van of the French squadron made iho same 
moventetu lu run along side of it. Tfirse portions of the 
two wpiadrons combated for some time runnir»g before 
the wind; but os this manoeuvre was contrary to the plan 
of adiniral Dcstoiichrs to pass along side of the enemy to 
like let!ward, ho made his w|iiadron turn os close to tfie 
wind Hs pristiiblo. This cvolniion, which enabled him to 
run hedbro the head of the English liikc, completely suc- 

Ct'wlitl. 

The Uolnist had scarcely received the fire of the fiflh 
Freitch ship of the lino, when slie came btsforo the wind 
followed by a frigate. Her hro was entirely silenced. 
The Cou<[uf!nint. which had the most coulribiilcd to dis* 
able her, come up almost at the same time, aher having 
extremely damaged in her masts by two English 

sliips. 

As soon as admiral De^onehes perceived tins forced 
movement, he made the signal to take the opposite tack 
and restore the order of battle on the larboard tack with* 
otil regarding the ordinary |> 08 ts of the ships. This evo* 
luilon was executed with eqnal precision and promptness. 
The English vessels had then backed their sails, and 
seemed to have suffered severely in their rigging. On the 
part of the French, two ships, the Ardent and the Con- 
qu6rani, having given notice of the damage which they 
had sttstained, the admiral ^continued to proceed on this 
same tack, always hoMiog himself in readiness to receive 

4 * 
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lha Eng)yi. Neither perlf was in eonditioD to renew the 
combat, 'llie English kepi lo wliidward and withdrew 
at nightfall. Three of their ^ipa were totallv dismatiiled. 
The French squadron continued iu route to tne sontlieastp 
aod ot) the foik>wiiig day the admiral haviug assembied 
all hia captains to consider vliat was io be done tinder tba 
drcumstancesp it was agreed that the ships ought to return 
directly to Newport in Rhode Island^ in order to repair. 

'i'hough the French evident If had the belter in (he 
action, the object in their expedition failed, and (he Eng* 
iish. without venturing to claim the victory, reaped all X\U 
fruits of it 1'hey went and cast anchor at New Haven, 
wiihin Chesipeak bay. From that lime the great su* 

E enoriiy whi^ the Hritish forcei acquired in Virginia 
y a reinforcement of S.OOO men, sent from New York a 
few dnys afterwards under general Ptiilips, leh no doubt 
that the eom^uest of iltai province was the object proposed 
by tlie English in tins campaign. The Engli^ troops 
ravog«*d (hat part of the province which ia watered by 
Jemi*s and York rivere: wherever they came, tliey de* 
stroyed ihe public establish men is, and (he warehouses 
and [iroperty of private individuals. Iliose ravages, com¬ 
mitted by ihe traitor Arnold, irritated Ihe minds of ilic 
people. He had rciiimnd lo I»ng Island wiili pan of hla 
troops, and being informed of Ihu approach of lord Com* 
wallii. he went up io Petersburg, where he joined him. 
Arnold was lo be scamd in command, but the noble cha* 
racter of lord Cornwallis shrunk from sudi an sssociaiion, 
and he got nd of him by sending him back to New York 
with hb bends of loynlisu, under pretext of reinforcing 
the ganiaon of (hat place. 

The marquis de la Fayette had just arrived in Virginia 
to oppose the English army, consisting of six or seven 
thousand chosen troops: he had only a corps of between 
three and four thousand men, of whom only fifteen hun¬ 
dred were coniinetital troops,and Ihe remainder militig of 
Maryland and Virginia. General Washington, in confid¬ 
ing thbdiflkuU and glorious task to ihb young geiieml, 
had justly relied on Ihe affection which all the Americans 
bore him, and had no doubt that hb presence would revive 
their drqoping courage. 

Since the Pren^ expedite to Chesapeak Bay had 
failed, count de Roefaambeau had contrived a plan for 
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the c&mpaign, the object of which was to deliver Vi^iniS} 
by sending oil the forces that conld he spared to this new 
theatre of war. To insnre sti* cess, it roqmred noiliiiig 
less than the co operation of a superior naval turce; and 
It was likewise necessary to retain the principal force of 
Hks English AMUibIcd at Now York by detnonstnMions of 
attack, which sfiould hide the secret of this fitto plan, and 
the march of the allied army towards the south. 

Count do Grasse, not having sufficient time before the 
winter season to uiHter take anything in the Windward 
Islands, fiad resolved to bring back the marquis do nouill 6 
wiili his troops to Fort Royal in Martinique, to collect ail 
Iho French vci*aeta,aiid to escort them to Cap Fru 1)9016 in 
the island of St. Domingo. Tins sdunrol hnd written to 
the chevalier du la Limme, minister of Franco to the 
United Stales, to inform him that during the months of 
July, .\ngust, SepioniN’r, and Ociolier, he would l>e on 
the ooiiM of New England, to nndeHake siicli operations 
as niisht he fiossibic, wilh the considcrnblc force which 
ho had iirKlcr his command. Hire dcspnich, wliicli was 
hroushi hy die Sjiginairs of tlie line, inKpirorl gonerai 
Uo<*hainb(*au with the fmiNmof realising his projects. Ho 
replied to count dc Grossc, that it was to ihe southern 
provuirca of the United States that it was moat necessary 
to carry succors, and to chock the progress of the Uritim 
arin.H; that, ricvenlielcA, \w led him the option of acting 
oncMsivcIy either in Chcsajwiik Day nr at New York; but 
thiU in every case tlic sucreas of tl>e operation depended 
on rmr anporiority at sea, on a nnnforcement of five or sii 
thousand men, and on the quanitty of ammtinitiou and 
provisions which he might bring. General Rocha nibeau 
rikewisc asked for 1 , 200,000 fraircs, which were indispen¬ 
sable to pay his army. ]..aslly, lie announced his ap¬ 
proaching junction with the American army on the banks 
of the IJudson. The Concord frigate was sent to Cap 
Frin 9 oi 8 with tins important despatch, and was to bring 
back count de Grasse's answer. 

The admiral had not a moment to lose, if be thought 
to anticipate the arrival of the English squadron, from 
the Antilles, on the American coast. His iusiriictiona 
enjoined him to send nine ships of the Hue ro escort 10 
Europe two French convoys; with his remaining force I# 
•ail along the coast of America, from the latitude of Sa- 
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Tonnali to Rhode Island, to intercept, if possible, either 
English convoys or the squadron ot* admiral Arbnthnot, 
and after liaving united his squadron with that anchored ' 
at Newport, the capital of Rhode Island, to concert with 
generals Kochambeau and Washington all the opcraiiotis 
which iltc season and circumstances iniglil permit them 
to undertake. Count dc Grasse resolved to sail for the 
Chesapeak. He pushed his preparations, with so much 
aciivitv, that twelve days after the arrival of the Concord, 
he haa embarked on b<Mrd his ships three thonsatid live 
hundred men, all the military stores, and the 1 ,^ 00,000 
francs, which he had obtained from the merchants at the 
Havuimalt, by the intervention of the Spanish coinniissary. 
He sent the Concord back to Rhode Island to announce 
to general Rochambeau his assent to the plan agreed 
upon, and the point of the coast to which he ^lould direct 
hi8 course. Ho saik*d on the 4Ch of August; success dc* 
ponded on his course being kept a secret, to prevent the 
English from learning it; he passed through the old ennui, 
a daifgerous and almost unknowrt route; cleared the Jla- 
haina canal; sailed along ilic coast of Georgia and the 
two Caroliuns, and nppearoit otf Cape Henry, without 
Chesapeak liay, ou the very same day tlic rear*ndrnirai, 
Samuel Hood, arrivctl from the Windward Islands o(f 
Sandy Hook, with fourteen slu|>s of the line. 

Generals Washington and Rochambeau, after the first 
comnnniicalion mode by the Sagittairc to (he chevalier do 
la Luzoruo. had pre(mred to profit by the co-o]>cra(iou of 
the naval force under count de Grasf«e. 

On the 8(h of Mav, 1781, commodore count de liarras, 
who camo to succeed M. do Teruay, had arrived at Uoslou 
on board the Concord. The news brought by count <lo 
Barros and tim viscount de Rochambeau, (ho comnuml* 
cation of the naval operations projected for the campaign 
in (he Antilles, served as (he basis of the plan which we 
bavo just described. Rut it was to be feared that the 
forces that might be employed would be insufficient, since 
the French government had heeti obliged to renounce the 
plan of sending the second division of the army of general 
de Rochambeau. Tlie means of embarkation and naval 
protection were exhausted, and instead of this important 
aid it sent a subsidy of 6 , 000,000 francs. 

Count dc Rochambeau and Washington met on ftie 20th 
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of May at Weaifirfiold, near Hartford, in Conneclicul, lo 
confer, according to these data, on the operations which it 
was most advisable to uitdertake, whether in the north, 
against New York, or in Virginia, against the army of 
lord Cornwallis. General Waslniigton thotight that New 
York slioiild be itttmcdiatcly attacked, by which a more 
decisive blow would be givcu lo the Koglish power. He 
knew that general Clinton had mtich weakened himself 
by the successive detachtneuls which he bad sent to tho 
south. He thought, coo, that the bar of Sandy Hook, 
which 8hi{>a of the line could not pass without being 
ligiilciiod, was not, however, an insurmountable obstacle. 
M. de Kocliambeau, on tlic contrary, judgod that it was 
better to opcnitc in Chesapeak Ikiy, whero the French 
deet might act more promptly, and with greater fuciliiy. 
The result of tlio discussion, as wc have seen above, was 
not to exclude either of tho two opinions, to unite tlio two 
urmiua on the left bank of the Hudson, to threaten New 
York, and (o be hi readiness, while waiting for tho arrival 
of count do Grasse, cither seriously to push the ottack of 
that place, or to march towords the Chesapeak, according 
to cireu instances, and according to (lie more or less cCTuciual 
support w filch the French admiral should think it advisable 
to eivc to eiiher plan. I have already mentioned lliorcso* 
liitions of M.do(<ras»}, his movements on leaving St 
Doruingo, and his arrival in like bay. 1 must now resume 
the narmtivc of tho operations of (ho armies, and say by 
what Ktraiiigcrns tfio allied generals ficceived the enemy, 
and rapidly carried their prmcipol lorce to Virginia lo tno 
most disrant point, and which seemed to bo conMdered as 
a secoudary object. 

Aher the conference at Wosterfield, a despatch of gene¬ 
ral Wusliington to general Snilivan, deputy of (ho con* 
and atiofhur letter written by a French general, 
were interrepted by English scouts and delivered to general 
Clinton. These letters, which related tlko discussion be¬ 
tween the two allied genemU, convinced general Clinton 
that the attack on New York was seriously resolved upon; 
and, as often happens in time of war, (his chance served 
us tkettcr (hau the ablest spies could have done. While 
this inforinatiori deceived the Englisli general, general 
Washington was much better informed of the intentions 
of the Ehgli^i. A despatclf of lord St Oermaioe to Sir 
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Henry Clinton was intercepted by an American privateer; 
it coniainod the resolution of the cabinet of St. James lo 
cany on the war with aciiviiy in the aoiUfi. This inteU 
liecnco tended not a little to convince general Washington 
of the corrucluess of the views of comit do Rochambeaii. 

The French aqnadron under the command of count do 
Barras coiuinucd stationed in the port of Rhode Island, 
where M. do Choisy, brigadier of ific forces, an nliicer 
distinguished for hia great valor, was appointed to protect 
the ancfiorage of the squadron with a detachment of only 
dpo men and 1000 American mililia. All our heavy artil¬ 
lery was employed in the batteries, and was to be embarked 
on board the squadron when count do Barnis appeared, to 
join the heet of count dc Grasse. 

On the It^th of June the French corps commenced its 
march lo effect its jiuiciiou with that of general Washing¬ 
ton on the Hudson. Tlie several missions with wliich I 
had bocn intrusted, and especially the establishment of ibo 
quarters of the legion or J^iuznn in Connecticut, had 
afforded me an opportunity of reconnoitring the country, 
and the principtd communications between Rhode Island 
and North River. I received from M. do Bcvillc, quartor- 
mastcr-genernl of tho army, orders to precede tho columns, 
and to point nut the couips and posilious which the army 
was successively to occupy. 

Tho first movement of the French army was accele¬ 
rated by the news wliich the coinmander-iu-chief received 
of the statu of affairs in Vii^iiiia, and of (ho sitimtiou in 
which gcnonvl Wofifniigton himaclf was, ou tho left hank 
of tho Hudson. As tho latter had pofccivod that gciioral 
Clinton had dispersed his troops in several camps, and 
scut largo defachinenis into Jersey, ho endeavoured to 
surprise Fort Washington at the entrance of the island of 
New York; he gave tho execution of thiscoup-de-maiu 
to general Lincoln, who commanded the vanguard, and 
marched with the remainder of his army to support him. 
At the same thoe he asked genemi Rocha mbeau to hasten 
the march of the first brigade of the corps of Lauzun, in 
ordi^r to second him, if he slionid be seriously engaged 
with the main body of the English army. General Lin¬ 
coln met with a strong detachment of the enemy, which 
had \ci\ New York in the morning to forage. He fell 
back in good order upon the Van of gctieral Washington's 
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columns, which checked the enemy, at the same time that 
Laiizun’s cavalry threatened his ^ok. 

General Clinton made his troops fall back and returned 
to the island. Onr two armies joined in the camp of Phi* 
lipsbnrg, three leagues from Kingsbridge, the most ad* 
vanced post of the enemy in the island of New York. 
This junction kept general Clinton in awe, detained him 
at New York, and prevented him from e.xocntiiig the 
order which he had already received, to embark with a 
corps of troops and land in the Chesnpeak on the coast of 
Maryland, in order to march through l^ 2 imsylvanla and 
Jersey, thus to cut otf all comiminicaiion l)etwccu the 
nnrtlicni and the southern slates, and to retluce gcnontl 
Washington to defonsivc opcratioits on iho let\ huitk of 
the Hudson. To cojtcur in the execution of ihis new plan, 
and tlio better to establish the ccnlrc of war in the slates 
bordering on the Chesspoak, lord (k)n)wailis Jiad insime* 
lions to choose and A>rtify a permanent post near the en¬ 
trance of the bay. 

Constantly harassed by general do la Fayette, who, 
having received a rohiforccincnt of regular troops of the 
line, from Pennsylvania, pressed him closely, hu aban¬ 
doned the high country, and sucrussi^cly Iho plains l)o- 
tweeri the rivers, retrograding towards tlioir uionlhs, In 
order to protect the arrival and the anchon^c of the Kiig- 
lisli naval force, of which he hud received infonualion. 
The ctTcclive force of the two armies united was barely 
10,000 men. We were encatnpetl on one line only. The 
right, formed by the Americans, rested on the Hudson. 
It was covered by batteries to proicci U from the tiro of 
the iOngijsh frigates, which were able to come up the river 
In tfiis part, celled the Tappan lake. The two French 
hrigadrs formed the left of the line, leaning on a wood, 
and covering some small eminences. 

My friend Charles dc J^meth, the two brothers Dcr- 
thinr, who had lately arrived from Fr.ince and joined our 
stair, and myself, established our bivouac near the head* 
quarim of our general, M. de B6ville, in a very pleasant 
siiualion, between rocks and under the shade of magnifi¬ 
cent tulip-trees. We amused ourselves in ornamenting 
this iillic spot, where our cannon were fixed, and in a short 
time and at a very trifling expense we had a very pretty 
gardert. General Woshingtoli, who was taking s survey 
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of his line, desired to see us. We had been apprised of 
his visit, and he found on our camp^abies, tho plans of 
the battle of Trenton, with the account of that of West 
Point, and several others of the principal actions of this 
war. 

Although we were very near the advanced poets of the 
enemy, nothing happened but a few skirmishes between 
the patrols. I was very actively engaged in reconnoiter- 
ing the ground and the several roads beyond the camp. 
General Rochatnbean ordered mo to pusii my reconnois- 
sances as fur as I could, even wilbia sight of the first 
redoubts of iho enemy at the point of the island. He 
confided to me a detachment of lancers of the legion of 
Lauziin, at the head of which was the sub-lieutenant Ril- 
lomaine, who afiorwards attained the rank of general of 
division, and distinguished himself as one of our best 
cavalry officers. { was indebted to liis energy and judg- 
merit for fultilling to the saiisfaction of (he general-In-chief 
tho tusk which ho had assigned me. AQer having made 
some small posts of Hessian chenaenrs fall back, we arrived 
within miiskoMhot of the works, and met at this point 
with a detachment of American light infaniry, which hod 
in like mamier explored the grouiui on our right. Tho 
object of these reconnoismnees was to prepare (hat which 
the coinmandnr-in-chief intended to make a few days 
afterwards with a lanp) detachment, in order to attract 
the attention of general Clinton, and leave him no doubt 
of the imeniion of the allied generals. 

Five thousand troops of (he two nations, with (wo bat¬ 
teries of field artillery, were set in motion about midnight, 
under the command of generals Chastollux and Lincoln. 
The heads of the column arrived at day-break within 
sight of the English and Hessian advanced posts. All the 
ground between the arm of the sea which separates the 
continent from ].<ong Island and North River to the east 
in the whole extent of the island of New York, this space, 
or rather this point of (he conlment, about three leagues 
in its mean breadth, was soon cleared of the enemy’s 
posts, most of them consisting of American loyalists, who 
were scattered over it and made but a slight resistance. 
The hnssars of Lausun and the dragoons belonging to the 
escort of the generals-uKhief, who were joined by (heir 
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aid‘(3o«cainp9, cltarged these fngilivoa. All wlio could not 
embark to return lo the island yrvic lakrn or killed. 

The generals with (heir siatF pnssiHl slow I v over all the 
open ground about the fortifictl pohilsand approurhed 
tkiein ui nearly us possible. Tlic caniiohude wur very 
brisk, as well from the several works us iVoin the siimli 
men-of-war anchored In the ehaimeh and lorining u kind 
of girdle round the isbiid. These si'Houa demonstrutions 
prtMuced the etr(>ct which the gcucrulsof the allies ex¬ 
pected; and though gciicrnl riintiui had r(H:eivocl on ilio 
1 lihof Augusta reinforce men I of 3^>0 irmips. wfiirh with 
the garrison of Pcnsucolu raised hisforert ro lv,O(> 0 eireclive 
men, which made it superior lo thai which ohi«crvud him, 
he did not vcuiure to weaken it in order lo rcitiloree lord 
Cornwallis. The latter having repnlt«ed thi^ viingnard of 
general do la Kuyotic, conimniMled by general Vumo, 
who h:(d rashly voiitur^'d too far in piirsiiii of the Knslish 
rour, coiuinned his reireul to IMrtxiuonth on lCli/.<*heth 
river. 'I'liougli ihUpoxt hud iH'rnsi'rurithutuiiisi a Midden 
atiuck, Slid strongly eiitrenrheil, Cornwallis did not think 
it adviHiihle to shut hiniMdf up in it, iNruiiw* it was loo 
ceceiiiric, and did not nlford miJliHeiit proicilion to die 
uicii-or>war> Me tlmnght it lx*tier to avrtuid York rivor, 
mid nccorUing to his iiislr net ions toriii a |HTM)iiiMUit esta* 
blishnivni nt Vorktown mni at (dotirrsiur on llie two 
oppoMie banks, tlni** covcrhiir ti gmMi aiicfioragt! by cross 
fire, (•cncral b Fayctlr;,roiiijiiMiiiu lo jVdIow and ohKrrvo 
him with precaution, Icaik a ptwirion at Wdliiititshiirg, l>e« 
tween James and V'ork river:*, at a distance of one tluy*8 
nairoii from Yorktown. 

Under lla.*M; circuiiManrcs roimt ric Korhunihoan re¬ 
ceived and connimnirutcil to general Wusiniigron tho 
answer of M. da Carusso, aimomiriiiff to him his approach¬ 
ing arrival in Chosapeak Jiay, unrl the execution of his 
arrangenienis. of which I have K|H>keij afiuve. Jhiving 
concerted with comiL do Ihxrru^ for the union with M. do 
Gra.'w:. and the aniveyanoe of our heavy ariillery, tfio 
generals put their troops in moikni on die mth of .Vngnst, 
and retrograding three marches, they brought tfieiri to 
King’s ferry, where the passage of tfie [Jiidsoti waseih^cri d 
with the greatest rapidity under the protc'Cttoii of Iho 
Ainericaii forces. General WaHhinaton hrft 3,0(H> men, 
under the command of geiforal Keats, on the left bank, to 
VoL. I.—5 
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cover West Point and the northern states; he likewise 
allotted 8,000 militia to reinforce the corps of La Fayette. 
These measures and the passage of the Hudson were 
entirely concealed from the enemy. The army descended 
the right bank as far as Staten Island and beyond i'h&lhatn. 
count Kochambeau ordered the commissary Villemanty 
to erect orens within sight of the enemy’s works and 
almost under their eyes. 

Alarmed by these rcconnoisances and these several pre« 
paratinns on both banks of the river, general Clinton 
thought himself threatened with a blockade and regular 
siege; he did not suspect the real design of the allied 
generals, who suddenly inriiiug to the right, on the back 
of the monnlairts which separate the interior of the slate 
of Jersey from the districts on the scn^oasls, led the army 
to cho lielawaro. 'Hio waters of this river were happily 
so low ilmt a ford was pructicahlo near Trenton below the 
falls. We continued our march to Philadelphia where the 
troops defiled before tlio assembled coiigmss. We here 
learned that admiral Hood had arrived off New York; that 
he had joined admiral Graves, and was sailing with all 
speed to Chesapeak liny; but the enemy’s eyes had been 
opened too latu. They had no longer time to get before 
us if M. do Grasse had really arriv^ with his twenty«six 
sail of the line at the time which ho had announced to us. 
Wc rocoivud from Hultiuiom tho wclcomo news that lio 
hod done so. Tho allied generals hastened the march of 
the columns. Ou reaching the Mead of Klk,at tho bottom 
of the hay, wo there found an uHicer with despatches from 
M. do Grasse. 

Wc wore still above a hundred leagues from the place 
whore wo were to join the corps of M do la Kaycito and 
that of M. dc St. Simon, which M. de Grussc had brought 
from St. Domingo, 'fins space might soon have been 
passed by sea, but there were scarcely vessels snfhcicnl to 
embark 8000 men. These were hastily taken to send 
away the vanguard of the two armies, composed of the 
grenadiers and chasseurs. All the rest, witli the held ar¬ 
tillery and tho baggage, under the command of the two 
generals Viomcsiiil, were to continue the march by land, 
and turning the bay, to Dahiiuore and Annapolis, whither 
count de Grasse was to send all the boats that he could 
spare. General Washington atid count de Rocliambeau 
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went first with a light escort* ai>d making forced marches 
ofiiixty miles a day, I licy arrived on the Mtli at Williams- 
hiirg. Tlioy there found the divisions of St. Simon and 
La Fayette, which hatl then joitied, and had taken a 
strong position, while lord Cornwallis was intrenching 
hiruKvlf at Olouccitter and York. 

The fttiiadroii of adiriiral Graves had appeared on the 
Sill of Sepicnd>or otT Cln^a|H^ik Itay. Count do Grasse* 
though he had already dotaehe<l ISOO sudors to a^bt in 
Iniichrig the troops of M. St. Simon in James River, did 
not licKitute to cut his cables and go to meet the Knglish 
ileci witii twenty•fonr sliips of the lino. 'i1io Knglisli 
admiral got to die windward: the Vanguard, commanded 
hy M. (ie Ikmgaiiivilic* overtook the enemy, who wna 
vvry roughly Imndletl. Count do iimssie punmed liiiu to 
a dUt a urn. and on rc-onterhig I lie hay found the M[U;ulron 
of M. He Raras, who had jirofitiKl hy the action to reach 
the anchorage, after havhis ably convoyi»i (he ten vi^ls 
whiefi had oiir licavy artillery on l*oard. This ndinirul 
liad rhased and taken, at the entrance of the hay, two 
Knglish frigates* and some xiuall vessels, wfiicli, with tlie 
trans|KiriH hnmglil from Rhode Island, were hnineiliaicly 
scni lo .Annapolis. 

Miniiiriirje the main IhhI)* of die army was still retained 
on th<* left iHiiik of the Su?tf|ueliMiMi«ih hy thcdiineulty and 
seaniirK'vs of the iiioaMs to |msN that river, at its mcmih, at 
the IhUioiu of the hay. Some ferry-hiials and iho ro* 
rnnriidi ror ifio IkhiIs wIiHi wo had Imioii nhle to collect 
roiitrl hardly xMtlioc Ui convey the tniops* hy slow degrees, 
from one Uink lo the otlmr. I wax pu rticidariy ordered 
to dirert ihix paxsttge. IVdng IrifitrmtHl by some country 
people that this broad river was fordahlc iii the fine season 
a litlle below the falls«twcmy inilf*s shove its mouth, I rc* 
painal ro the spot with guid(«, by very diflicnlt roads. I 
tamndc'd (ho ford willi great precaiilioii across broken rocks 
and the eddies in (he torrent to (he breadth of b«uwccu six 
and wvcu hundred (oisex. The lioitnm was every whero 
. eompnxed of loose bou1ders,and the depth of (he water from 
three to four feet. I did not hrsiiiite t<i inform (he gene* 
rals (if this prompt though rather has/irdons means of 
sending over the artillery, the horxes, and all our rmpedU 
[ wns so fortmpatc as to succeed with little loss; 
the most serious iacoovctiieitcc was tho imiucrsiuu of our 
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aminuntlion, but it could easily be repaired, since we were 
certoin that vc aliould have no farther occasion to make 
use of our field artillery. 

AHer passing the Susquehaniiah we met with no ob* 
8tacli*5 till wc reach^ Anua|)olis, where the troops and 
the artillery were landed. The equipages which could 
not be embarked, and everything connected with the ad- 
ministration, proceeded by land and by a circuitous route 
to reach Willi.nmdmrg. We landed at Jamestown, and 
all the army was united in the environs of Williamsburg 
on the d6th and 27ih of September, 1781. On the very 
next day the generals advanced to Yorklown to invest it. 

Ill tracing the evonisof this glorious campaign, I cannot 
do better than quote, word for word, the account of tho 
siogo of York, from the Memoirs of the Count do Roebam- 
beau. 

the dfith of September we IcR Williamsburg at 
day-break and advanced to York. I began with the 
French corps to invest it from York river to the marsh, 
near tho house of colonel Nelsitn, raking advantage of tho 
woods, the ridemux, and Che marshy creeks, so as to con¬ 
fine the enemy to within pistol-sliol of their works Tho 
three French brigudes were encamped very near, but 
covered by the gronml from the enemy's cannon. Viornes* 
nil commanded the grenadiers and chasscura of iho van¬ 
guard, and our investing was cfibcicd without the loss of 
& single man.* T)ie same day general Washington, at 
the Itcad of the American corps, was obligerl to double 
behind 118 , and to siopon the mar^vs, all the bridgesover 
which were broken down. He employed the rest of the 


* * WbeOMf lord ConiirilMf did ool ripoot oo prompt • movement, or 
vhellier ho thought il u<^lv«o to p<»h hie pcoU bejoaul tfio redoubU whkh 
IbriBt'd 111* eittrciMhed oemm our vengoard met with no obalAcIc, ttto wonde 
Ihvnring nor eppmodi. Thi« eoecro^iro edvonoe of tho onlamoe to ocenpf 
the grotfod. whrch aneven end iii 1 cf«rcl«d by hedgoe, wee m»de with 
tbo gattcol eekrilf. Th« elievolier OMrtee d« l^rooth ond myncll* luid 
Von ordrrrd to hisid ti»c grtnadit re dirrclod egaiiwt tho ol/ong rodoubt, 
eolkd PTgreii*e Qvor/rr. The guide whom we hod taken aeaured oe ihit 
wo were within half a miaakchahot of H, and yet we could deaery nothing 
Chrougli llw vooda. Tlio eoeuy made no moaenient and tlid net Bre a 
dioU yet tho pu-l waa Uto bead and the key of hi« |•oa4luMl. We expeded 
•Dine Viak patUai eombota, beoaoae the ground m* very well eakuUted 
for ihia kind nf dafenoe. The giiod orranrementa of onr general, and tho 
ability with wliieh Utcy were oiaeaie«!, ufauiDod oa thia first ucccaa, wbicb 
ifiepired the troojw with aach conSdcocr.** 
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day and the night in repairing them. On the 3dih the 
Ainerkau army paased the marsh ou whic)i its Icfl waa 
poMcd, and its right on York river. Tlie investing of the 
place wus coinpicie»and as cloae as possible. The Infan* 
try of Laiizun having landed, marched under its colonel 
to Join iis cavalry, whicli I had sent by way of'l'arre on 
the rond to Gloucester, ut>der the cotainand of brigadier* 
general VoneJen, who comntanded a corps of American 
militia. All the legion wus united there on the 28th, the 
day on which York was invested. 

^ tn tho night of the 29th, the enemy fearing a coup* 
du*mniii in the very extensive position in which they Imd 
fortified, resolved to nhundon the entrenched cuiiip on 
Pigeon's Hill,* and confine thcn&lvei to tho circuit of tho 
place. We employed the SOth in lodging ourselves in 
the works almiidoncd by the enemy, which enabled m to 
enclose tfiein in a narrower circle, and g.tvc us the greatest 
udvuiilagcs. 

** Wo learned at this time that Arnold had lioon sent 
about the end of August to make a predatory incuraioii to 
New Loudon iu Councciicut, in which he succeeded but 
too roiupletciy; for, al^er Imviiig pul to tho sword tho 
brave (UdoncI Li'dgcr, who dcfendiHl the fort with u gar* 
rison of luililia, he burnt the town with part of the mer- 
chntktmeu in tho harbor. But this distant division hud no 
circci n]K)ti our operations; ut the same time we had news 
of the arrival of adtniral Digby at New York, with three 
ships of the line and a corps of troops on board, and Prince 
Willium Henry, one of die sous oi the King of England, 
who had been sent by the court to resume his possession 
of the government of Virginia. Wc knew that this rein¬ 
forcement by land aud sea enabled general Clinton to 
entbsirk part of his army ou board the English fleet, com* 

S osed of twenty-six ships of the line, including some of 
fty guns, and accompanied by some fireships. Wo fur¬ 
ther learned that great exertions were making at New 
York fur this attempt to relieve Cornwallis, which. Id the 
extrcmiiy to which he was reduced, could hardly fail to 
be too late. 

♦ The enemj were toe Sir free them outirorke, vhieb wen toe evtoodfe. 
TiMj confined IhciMctTae to the defence of the atroor redeubU betireeo 
Cm two rtf ioco which eodoeed tbe poniMA.—M. D. 

3 ^ 
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" On the 90th we hed sent M. de Chotsy to M. de Grasse 
to ask of him a detachment of the crews of his ships to 
reinforce M. de X^nsun in the county of Gloucester. M. 
dc Grasse gare him eight hundred men. On the 3d of 
October M. de ChoUy went forward to invest Gloucester 
and lake up a nearer position. Tarleton was on the spot 
with 400 cavalry and 200 infantry to forage. The legion 
of Laiizun, supported by a ct»rps of American militia^ 
attacked this detachment so impetuously that it broke it 
and obliged it to reinm into the place» with some loss. 
M. de Cholay, afler this action* pushed bis advanced posts 
wiihin a mile of Gloucester. 

The trenches were opened in the two attacks above 
and below York River, in the night of the 6th of October. 
That on the right was six or seven hundred toises in extent, 
and was flanked by four redoubts. It was made without 
any loss, because we began the work with that on the leR, 
which, though it was only a false attack, attracted all the 
atleiiiion of the enemy. Tlie strength of the English army 
which was invested, the cbaracior of the general who com¬ 
manded it, obliged us to conduct all these attacks with 
great order and precaution. This is the proper place to 
give due praise to MM. Portail and de Queronet, who 
conducted this siege at the head of the engineers, and to 
M. d’Aboville and to general Knox commanding the ar¬ 
tillery of the two nations, llie American army took 
cliarge of the right of the trenches, the French of the cen¬ 
tre and of the left 

1 must do the Americans the justice to say, that they 
behaved with a degree of seal, courage, and emulation, 
which never left them behind in all that they had under¬ 
taken, though they were unacqiiaioted with the operations 
of a siege 

“We set fire by our batteries to one of the enemy’s 
men-of-war and to three transports, which had cast an¬ 
chor, with the intention of taking our attacks in the rear. 

“ In the night of (he I4ih the trenches having been re¬ 
lieved by the regiments of Gatinaisand Royal-Deuz-Ponts, 
under the command of baron Viomesnil, we resolved on 
the attack of the two redoubts on the my’s left Gene¬ 
ral Washington appointed la Fayette to that on the right, 
and 1 appointed M. de Viomesnil to that on the lefi with 
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the French.* Four hundred grenadiers debouched at the 
head of this attack, under (he command of count William 
de l>eux>Po(i(s and of M. de l*Estrapade, lientenant*colo« 
nel of the regiment of Gatinais. MM. de Viomesiiit and 
la Fayette made sd impetuous an attack that ihe redoubts 
were carriedj sword in hand, at the same moment. The 
greater part of the men in them were killedi wouitded, or 
taken prisoners. A lodgment was made by ioining these 
redoubts by*a communiculion to the right of onr second 
parallel, the ground on which they stood atfordiug means 
of erecting new batteries which completed the blockade 
of the army of Coniwallis, and threw balls k ricochet Into 
(he wfiolc of the interior of (he place, ot a distance which 
could not fail to do mneh damage. 'Ilie count dcs Detix- 
Ponts wus woittidcd, and also Charles de Lameth,t the 
adjutaiit geiieral, and M. dc Gimal> aid*do-canip to la 
Fayette. 


* Tlw modi-sty of oo«n| Rnehtntbeoo bot inirfo bim imw ovrr o rm 
in«»biil>fu fiui’U4n*(oi)co in whu’h h« * ftobJo lt«k>n to Ivi^i Vio*ri«^ 
nil. *ri« friH'r«K aecnnipaniod by aotno tAoera of llwir oCotT. nf whom 1 
waa one, Itad Jto^e lo Ihv alUck on (lio k A lo a bal brfv 9ft^ well itlaovd «» Ih ii 
aiilu of a rapine, m<hkh *4^raird It from llio which it ««a inlrndod 

to curry. HnronSc Viomeanil Manilcaled miadnmfwikiioe; tio mainiainod 
that (he aduek waa uaelcealy dohyod; (hat oor Aro appond to have allciwied 
that of (Jio vnemy, and lluiK (hero wm bo (iirio lo ba hwL ** You aro mi^ 
tehcii/* Kiid M. dc Rgehonbeaoj **b«t by rcconnoitcrinf ibv work moro 
clowtiy it may be laecrlalBod.** He ordered the Aro to eroac, Ibrhado ua to 
follow, and permillcd only hki aon. viacMint do RodNimlwau. (o aeOMnfHny 
him. IJn kHl Lho trroch^ dftcondod alvwly into Iho rovino. Ukrnf o cir- 
curloua pattii arid (Jicn laccndinf (he opfanilo enearpmeol, of^roechod tbo 
redoubt, up to (J«t ibaUin which iofroanded it. AAm h«»<nf corefutly otb 
oerved it, bt returecd lo the boUory.iho enemy nut hotinf iniermpieJ him 
by 4 siDglo obot. ** Well.** nid h^ * Ihe oboliM ood the polliMdco are atilt 
entiro Wc oiual redouble oor fire to break them and lo lead the portpah 
To.morrow wc aholl aee it (he pear ia ripe."—M. D- 
t The odiuCont^cnoral and olbor atoA'.eAucra did duly tn (ho trenohea 
by lurna. | bad joat been reiicfed by chavolierdo XAmelh. Ha marched 
ot (he lioad of (ha cotoAB, kwdu^ lha aappero, who cleared oway the obtl^ 
lia and cut d<iWA (be pulliaudaa. He wee the Aral who mouuCcd Ute part* 
pel of the redoubt, and reeaiTcd pninl bhnk Ibo Ar«( draeharire of the He^ 
aian iofant/y whi^ ooeopted it. Balia pamad thraufh bMh hi* knruis oad 
be foil into (be ddch. Aa aoon oa I wao inAmncd iiThia wound, t haatenod 
to my friond, wbo wta ceavcTcd lo Ihe Aeld.hoapl(al. Thu aunteona had 
jiial declared thal hie Irk could oot br auTcd with^ the ampuletion of both 
Ihifhn The head turfoon, M. Robillard, ralhef than reduce o younf 
efi^ who goae poch fteat hopre lo auch o deplonble aUle. ra1u>«d lo par. 
form the uperolron, oM aenlarcd lo tnwt to Dolnre fer Uw core of eueb 
dan|eroua wouodi. The happy luegll fulfilled bii axpeololiom aod eur 
bopee.«li.D. * 
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^ 1 muit hero make mention of a circumstance which 
characterises the coura^ of the French grenadiera. The 

! ;renadiets of the regiment of Gatiiiais, which had been 
brruod out of tliat of Auvergne, were to lead the attack. 
The cnomeiit it was decided, 1 said to them, * My friends, 
if I should want you this night, I hope you have not for¬ 
gotten that we have served together iu that brave regiment 
of Auvergne **Suni Tuche,*' an honorable xtame whi<^ 
it has deserved ever sin^ its creation/ They answered, 
that if I would promise to havo thuir name restored to 
them, they would suffer themselves to be killed even to 
the last man. They kept their words, charged like lions, 
and lost one*lhird of their number. M. de Sireuil,captain 
of the chafiseurs, was wounded, and died univerHsilly re- 
grciied. 11i6 king, on the report which 1 made him of this 
affair, signed the ordinance which restored to this regiment 
the name of Ro^<//e 

^ In the night of the 15th the enemy made a sally with 
800 chosen men. He met with resistance at all our re¬ 
doubts, and took possession of a battery of iho second 
parallel, where ho spiked four gnns. Uie chevalier do 
Chasteilnx inarched against the enemy with his reserve, 
and repulsed I his sally. The four gnus, being bndly spiked, 
were rendered serviceable six hours a iter wards by the cure 
of general d’AbovilIc, commander of our artillery. The 
mart|Mia do St. Simon was wounded in the trenches on (ho 
following day. and not wisliing to be relieved, ffihshed 
hi8 twenty-four hours of duly. 

" At last, on the 17ih, the enemy commenced a |tarley, 
aoddM capitulation was signed on the )9thof October, 
bw^hich lord Cornwallis and his army were made 
prSoners of war. The Americans and French took pos- 
aesssion at noon of two bastions. The garrison defiled at 
two o’clock between the two armies, with drums beating, 
carrying their arms, which they afierwards piled with 
twenty pair of colors. Lord Cornwallis being ill, general 
O’Hara defiled at the head of the garrison. Wheu he 
came up he presented hia sword to me.* I pointed to 

* I h»d or<}< n tn fo tnd meet the irenpe of the gorrieea, eaS to diroet the 
eotemna. I pteeid myieir it funerel fea heftd. Ae «r« eppmehed 

the tnfiebev, he leked nie lehere fcnenl Reeheoiheeo vu. ** On eor kO.** 
1 Mid, Iho hetd of tbo Frcsch lioo.** The EnfUA fcoerel urfod hie 
hone fonrard le pfeeiot hU evotd 'Jt tbe French poenL UueeMUf Ue 
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general Washington, who was opposito roe at the head 
of the American army,and told him that the French army 
being aaxiliaries on the continent, it was the American 
general who was to sigriify Ills orders to him. 

« Colonel Lanreiis, viscount Novillcs, and M. do Oran* 
chain had been appointed by their respective generals to 
draw up the articles of this capitulation, together with some 
tiipcrior officers of the army of lord Cornwallis. It was 
signed by general Wosluiiglon, the Count deHo€haml>osii, 
and M. de Barras, as represciUaiive of count de Grasse, 
and immediately carried into execution. We found A,000 
prisoners, of whom 7,000 were regular troops, and 1,000 
sailors; 814 pieces of cannon, of which 75 were of brass, 
and 88 pair of colon. Among the priaouera ilierc were 
at least 8,000 In the hospitals, of whom the greatest care 
was taken. All the rest were sent into tlio interior of the 
eouniry. 

“ I must do justice on this occasion to tho zeal and 
activity of Messrs, lilancliard, the commissary-goReral, 
and and Hohillard, the medical men, who, by the 
roost ns.siduons attention to tho sick and wounded, both 
onr own and ilic prisoners, n*ndercd the most valuable 
services in our militay hospitals in the course of those 
three campaigns. 

^Ikciii fhednko dc Lauzun and count William dci 
Doux-l’oiiis in two dincrent frigates to carry the capilu* 
lation tn Franco, and captain Tilinau, nidKJe^nip to 
ginieral Washington, was sent by him tn the congress.” 

General (.‘linton, who, though ho had at New York a 
superior force at his command to tliat which the allied 
generals could haye opposed to him, had suffered himself 


int«nlion, t m to pbee m/wir Mvapr him tmf M. <to Uocham* 

buu. who •! I h4l moment msd« AO a aifn. poa nting to fCDoral W%» bi n^ton, 
who waa ofimto to him, •( tho bead nf the American arnj: ** You aro 
miauiieii.*’ uid I hi fencral O'llara," I bo commaodef.iA.«hicfor mir arm|r 
M on the fijrhL** I aeeofii|Mnied him, and the moment ihal ho rmcrQlod 
hie aword. fenenJ Waafain^too, estidpotinf hito, aaidi * tfever /ren teeS 
« f«od Aesd.** 

Tlio sarrm dc6tcd bdweet tho t • a limw, beyond which I eaueod them 
to Ihrtii In order of bottle, tod pile llioir arm#. The Enfliah oSicera meni. 
leated Uw moot Uuer morUacAlton, end I remenber that colonel Aber. 
emmlMc, of (he EniiWi fvarde, (I ho miso who eOerwarda perinh^ Jn 
Ewp* on the held oi bolUa, where he bad joat trioinplwd,) at the momeDt 
wlwfi bw trooiw laid down their era^ wiUtdrev rtpi^y. eofchnc bb &ee 
sod bitinf bit awonh^M. D. 
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to be deceived by (heir maraiivres, made the greatest 
exertions to succor lord Cornw^allia He embarked with 
a corps of troops on board the united English deet, which 
appeared olT Cape Henry, to the number of twenty-fire 
ships of the line, on the 27lh of October, immediately after 
the surrender of York. Ueing informed of (his evem, he 
retired wiihout making any attempt, contenting himself 
with throwing a reinforcement of three regiments into 
Charleston. 

The appearaitce of (he Eigligh (leel gave M. de Ho* 
chambeaii reason to suspect that the Euglisli might at* 
tempt to land, without the bay, between Cape Henry and 
(he great marsh enlted Dismal Swamp, to occupy Ports¬ 
mouth on Elizabeth river. This post, in which Arnold 
had at first taken refuge, had been well introucljcd, and 
lord Cornwallis, who had occupied it before he had pre¬ 
ferred York Town, hud extended and perfected its fortifi¬ 
cations. I was sent in great hasie with a hatialion of 
American militia, to have those works razed. 1 found 
thorn id very good* condition. Tlie position was well 
chosen; tho radoubts and the salient angles connected by 
deep trenches, wero most carefully covered with fascines. 
The works were sircngthoiicd with stakes, palisaded and 
surrounded with strong alMitlis. A high west wind having 
arisen, 1 took advantage of it to have Ihctn set on fire, 
which greatly fucilitatcd my opomtioits. In short, it was 
not (ill after a week’s labor that I was able to complete 
tholr destruction, with my deiaclimcnt aud all (he work¬ 
men I had been able to collect. 

The forces of (he allies were distributed according to 
their several desiinations in tho following manner: The 
count de Grasse, Jiaving laken on board the corps of 
troops under the command of M. St. Simon, sailed on tho 
4th of November to return to the .Antilles. He lefi in the 
Cheaapeak only a small light squadron commanded by 
M. do la Villebrune. 

General Washington led the main body of the American 
army to North River. He detached only general 
Fayette, with (he troops of Maryland and Pennsylvania, 
to go and reinforce the army of general Green in (he 
southern staiea At this (irac baron de Viomesnil ob¬ 
tained permission from count de Rochambeau to pass 
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some months in France, and embarked on board the fn« 
gate which ixiiint de Grasae sent home. 

The French army went into winter quarters in the 
country between James and York rivers, Hampton, York, 
Willianieburg, Gloucester, &c., an intemiediaie poaiiion 
between tlie northein and aoinhem stales, from which M. 
de Rochambcaii wna able to Miid aitccora to the nrovii>cca 
which might be the most seriously threatened by the 
enemy. 

Wc had struck the decisive blow, and the war might 
almost bo considered as ended, thico iho English liad 
nothing led in North America except ChaHcsion, Savan- 
nah in Georgia, and the islands of Now York. 

While M.de la Paycite washnstoiiing by forced marches 
to join Iho army of general Green, iho lulter fearing that 
l)ie Knglisli would bo enabled, by the rchiforcvnkcnt ro* 
ceived ut Clmrlcsioii and that of 4^000 men cx|>ectod 
them from Ireland, to resume offensi v c opc mi ions, enrm ally 
Sf>liciUHl count itochnmhoiiu to send him a Mrnngdviach* 
mciit of French iroofis. Hut the French gcncnil, appre- 
ckiting the raise reports sprcod hy iho enemy, nnuie no 
change in Win poeiiioii He left Ins htfaniry to rrposo in 
tficir quarters, and contCMU*d himsiHf wiih soiidiiig Iho 
legion of Lansim, under the comiiiarid of M. dv Choisy, to 
Iho froiiiiors of North Carolina. He, however, insirurted 
mo to pnxfi rccoiitjoiivinces much fnrihor, and to ascertain 
wliui nmdi would bo practicable for iho march of troops, 
ill case circimwlances which he did not f<ircarc should 
Miuku it nc*cc«sary to send part of his army ihiilicr. 

Tilings remained in this siutc,nruJ no remarkable event 
occurred while ihe army was in win I or quarters. I was 
seldom at the head quarters at Willintusbtirg, whillier I 
went only lo give an account of my mission, and to attend 
to my friend Charles dc Ijomeih whosuflered very severely 
from his wounds. He reiiimed to France as soon as ho 
was able to liear ihu voyage. 

The events of Ihe war in North America in had 
attracicd the whole attention of the belligerent powers. 
A kind of annistice had succeeded, and all their oHbrts 
were directed to another theatre. We Icamt by accounts 
from France that a great convoy and reinforcements for 
Ibe Antilles were preparing in order to enable the count 
do Grasse to contend with li>e English fleet under the 
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command of admiral Rodnef. Hm final operations in 
which the auxiliary army of count de Hochambeau might 
have aAisted to complete the expulsion of the £uglish 
from the conliueot were deferred, and depended doulMlsae 
on the success of those of Count de Grasse; but fortune 
chan^. The grand convoy, escorted by M.de Ouidien, 
was dispersed by a storm. The English collected the whole 
of their naval force in the Windward Islands, and count 
de Grasse, notwithstanding the inferiority of the French 
fleet, ventured to put to sea to convoy the troops of M. do 
Bouill6. which were to join the Spanish troops st St. 
Domingo under the command of Don Galves. 

Admiral Rodney mauoBnvriiig to separate the French 
fleet from its convoy, could only reach the Z616 of the lino, 
the worst sailer of the rear-giiurd. Count de Grasse, in 
order losavc it,engaged liii vanguard under the command 
of the marquis do Vuudrcuil. The French hud tlie ad* 
vantage in tfiis first battle on the 9(h of April, 1762; but 
admiral Rodney, continuing to follow our flooi, and hav* 
ing got to windward, engaged on the 12 th in a general 
battle, tho isstie of which was fatal to Iho Prcncli fli^et. 
Tho yitU ilt the admiral^ ship, and six others, 

were disabled aud taken after a most glorious rcsUtatico. 
When wc were made acttuainled with thU event by the 
reports of the enemy, tho congress hnd ju^t rocoived from 
general Carleton (who Ind succeeded Sir Henry t/linton 
in the command of tiK) English army) a proposil from the 
English government to recognise, without restriction the 
indcpeiideiice of the United States on condition of tlioir 
renouncing the alliance of France. The congn^ss refuscHl 
to receive the ncgoluUor who wa^entrusted with this mis* 
sion. The States declared utwiuitiou'^ly that they would 
consider every proposal Icialing to make a sepaMte peace 
as high treason. Iliese overturta, end the nrmistke pro* 
posed by the governor of Oliaricsion and refused by 
general Green, affortlcd siifRcient proof tfvit the English, 
iiotvviihstaiuUtig their late success in the Antilles, at length 
renounced the project of subduing ilieir colonies. The 
Amoriraus were ard«*ntly desirous of peace, hut tliey ma¬ 
nifested tlie greatest firmness, and proved tfieir gnilitude 
to France by their readiness to niskc further sarrifices in 
order to obtain peace on terms as honorable to iheir allies 
as to theuisslves. Tlie French govenimeiit, ou its side. 
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eontinued to Knd fresh siKCors. Tvo frigates, the Ohire 
and the commanded by Captain la Totiche*Tr^ille» 
were despatched from Rodiefort ou the 15lh July, ]7dS. 
Baron de Viomeanil, the count do S^iir, the prince do 
Broglie, the cheealier Alexander de Lameth, the count 
de Ricci, end several other officers were on l^ard these 
frigates, whieft brought money, &c. 

After the battle of the Uih of April in which the count 
de Oraeae was taken prisoner, the nmrqms de Vaudreutl, 
who had taken the command, received orders to proceed 
to Boston to repair his sqnadroin On the notice which he 
had given of it to M. de la Lnaer ., the French minister, 
the count de Kochamheau perceived the neeouity of 
bringing his armj nearer to tlie northern provinces. Tho 
excessive heat ami tho msalnbrions climate of Virginia 
hud cans(*d many diseases. Besides, tho preparations 
which the Knglishwcrc making to evacuate Charleston, 
rendered ir siiporflnous for the Frciirli troops to remain 
any longer in onU»r to protect the sontheni states. Theso 
consirh'raiiuns mode me Pn*hHi genem* iiKhief marcfi to 
riiiladclphia, whiihrr ho invited ginirriti Washington to 
conic and confer whli him on the now kioio of ntfairs. The 
reirocrade movement nf the army hy land was performed 
slowly, iliv soldii^rs innrrlnng hy iiiglit and reposing by 
day. Tho tfoiir;rahin*chief had gone hetoro, leaving to 
tho ohovalior do i h: arlhix and to tho xninl de Viomosnil 
tho core of roniliinhiB: the troops with the wise procatitiona 
wlih'h lie had prvsc'rilH'd. Tlioy weroallowed soinodaya 
to rclVosh llmniscivos m Itnl1inK>re. fforn which city lh«y 
man'll* il in haimlioiis to avoid ronfuKion nl dm passa^ 
of dm SuMpndianiia. whkli I was again nrdoivd to direct. 

The two gcnornls«in«ch]«f, who met at Philadelphia, had 
just IcanuKl tkiat Hovannah was cvnciiatcii, and that part 
of the garrison had been led at Clmrlvsion, and flm re- 
maitider conveyed to New York. The mar<tuis do Van* 
drcidl informed count de Kncliamht^au that Itn was on his 
way to New York with twolva ships of ilm lino, and that 
he w.is closniy followed by tho Emtlish fleet under the 
enntmand of admimi Pigoi. who hnd sncctfedod admiral 
Rodnoy. In consequence of ihis^ infortnation, it was 
BgreefI ihot the Amerksnaml French armshould re* 
Slime their former positionsgn the Hiidnm, lo watch the 
.garrison of New York. 

VoL. I.—6 
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The English gorernment^afler the change in the minis* 
try which placra Mr. Piu at the head of affiiire, had re¬ 
solved on (he evacuation of New York ar)d Charleston, 
the garrisons of which were to be conveyed to the An¬ 
tilles. General Carleton, who was preparing to execute 
this operation, spread the news of the acknowledgment of 
the independence of America by the two houses of par¬ 
liament, and again endeavored, but as fruitlessly as the 
first time, to negotiate with the congress. Count de Ro* 
chambeau hastened the march of ihe army; we passed 
through Philadclpiiia, and then the Delaware and Jersey. 
The cavalry of the legion of Lauzun, commanded by 
count Robert de Dillon, covered our right dank at tho 
bock of the eminences at tho foot of which we niarcfied. 
Tho gcneral-in-cliief having li'amed that an English dcot 
had been discovered at the mouth of the Hudson, ordered 
me to go and recoinioilre it within as short a distance as 
possible, without rbkitig myself among the enemy's posts 
disirihuicd on tho right Imnk of iho river on thisidde of 
Staten Island. A very intelligent American ofiiccr served 
mo as a guide. Taking with him three well mnimtod 
dragooiks who were pcrfecily acquainted with the cmthlry, 
ho conducted me to the point of (lie llotik where iliero is 
a sniid-baiik wliich ctninot be pnssed by nicn-of'War un¬ 
less they arc ligfitened of part of their guns. We stepped 
at (he highest hill, from llic tup of which, lying down so 
tliut we could not be perceived, we easily counted the 
twenty-six ships uf the lino composing the fleet of admiral 
Pigot at anchor outside tho bar; and we observed their 
muiKBuvrcs to pass it and usonid the river. Our return 
was equally fortun.itc, and ( was indebted to my broiher 
otiiccr for the advantage of having executed this delicate 
mission to tho satislactiou of llte general. 

We passed ihc Hudson, as st (he beginning of the pre¬ 
ceding campaign, at King^s ferry, where the junction of 
the two armies was effected. Ours defiled between the 
ranks of the Amcricuu army, which lined the way. It 
was a real family fdte. " The American army remained 
encamped at King’s ferry, having a vanguard at the 
mouth of the Croton, which falls into the Hudson The 
Fretich corps encamped on tlie mountains beyond Cram- 
pout TItc corps of Lausun was in advance on the ridge 
which borders the Croton. In this position the two. 
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armies were able to repair on the iostant either to Nev 
York or to Staten Island.'* 

Ilaron de Viomesnil, who had been Intelf promoted to 
the rank of lientonaiiNgeiieral, niid nil iheoihcers who had 
loft Franco with him. joined iia at the camp nt Cmmpont. 
They tjad had a very bad voyage. M. de !a Tooehe, wlio 
had orders to make I he greatest liastc, had to blame Idm- 
self for delays vhkh ho might have avoided. The meet* 
uig with an Knglisli ship otf llio IWiniuhis engaged him 
in a dangerous action, which he at first endeavored to 
avoid according lo hia inatriidioits, but in which ho waa 
obliged to snppi>rt Gloire frigate. The latter Iwing 
snrprist^d in Hie middle of ihc nigin, ami unnhicto Join 
the Aiglc wilhoiil placing herself in loo niifavnrahie a 
poMti<Mi,cngage<t alone for inon* linu an hour, and wilhin 
pisloUdiot/lhis 74 gini ship. It was the Hector, whieh 
was taken in the action with count tie Gmssc. Wfnie 
the brave captain Vallongnc anpportrd wilh rare inlre* 
pidiiy so iini‘(|nal a ennte^, capiain La Tonclio came to 
liis nssiifance; Iwi had the go<id fortnne todixiihlu tho helm 
of llie Knglish ship, which had alreody suffered sc vend y, 
uikI if aho Imd not sitrcfK^d^itl hi disengaging herself, would 
have been taken by boarding. 

TIM'S!! two frigates arrived on the 11th of September at 
ihc nitnilh of the Jkdawaro, wfierr they captured an 
Kimljsh mrvulto; hnt contrary un<l violent winds, as well 
ns till! apjHiaraticcof the Mpiadron commanded by ndniiral 
IClphisioHi!, forced M. de In I'niudio lo cutanglo himsfdf 
among the sfioah before he could gi*t pilots on board. 
Iking holly pursued by tho enemy and unahle to direct 
his course up Hic Delaware, except by means of the 
soinirliiig line, he missed the channel, and the pilots on 
bo.nrd Iho Aigic, which had already touched the grnniid, 
dcM'hrurl that the French sliips could not be s«avod unless 
they put back lo the mouth of Hie river to take the right 
diaiiiicL The position of thevnemy did not permit ihis 
mammivre. Admiral Klphistonc had made his 8lii|i5 of 
Hie lino cast anchor and sent the frigates lo continue Hie 
chase. The French had rto resource left but to endeavor 
to clear the obstacle. Tlie corvette and the Gloire sue* 
ccodod after mnrh exertion; the Aiglc run aground. The 
officers, who were paneoggrt, ai^ the treasure, were 
•landed in boats. M. de (a Touche caused the masts to be 
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cut down, and being able to return but weMy^ and only 
for the honor orbistiag^ the fire of the Eo^lish frigates, he 
was obliged to strike his colors. The English landed some 
troops to seize the treasure; but thanks to the foresight of 
baron de Viomesoil and Die activity of the officers who 
accompanied him, they missed this prize. 

Wo gladly received onr shipwrecked comrades, who 
brought us news from Fraitce, mtr relations, and friends. 
We on onr part had much to tch them, of what we had 
been doing, of the adopted couniry, to which they canio 
to oRsoclalo themselves as we had (lone, by companionship 
in arms. 1 had oiio of the best portions in this exchange. 
The chevalier Alexander de Lamcth, who came to take 
the place ofhis brother Charles as adjiiiani‘gencral,hrongbt 
mo the most afi'ccting testiiuoiiies of his attachment. I 
gained a new friend, and I was likewise well received by 
his companions, among others by the brave and able count 
de S^gur, who delivered to general Rochambean the 
government despatches, which had been given to him by 
his father, marshal de S6gur, the minister of war. 

The cabinet of Versailles had foreseen that the English, 
perceiving that Jomaica was seriously threatened, would 
abandon ^ortii .\mcric.a and would ccaso fntitK:i«8!y to 
consume there, the land forces, which it wau i;npcratively 
necessary for them to employ in tlic defence of tho most 
valinthlc of their |K)ssessions in the Antilles. On ihissnp- 
position the order arnt to M.dc Uochanibenu enjoined him 
Co cause Ihe French troops to embark on board the squad¬ 
ron of iho marquis do Vaudreiiil, which shouhl convey 
them to Cap Fran^ais in Iho island of St. nomingo, where 
tlKy were to join the Spanisli troops, under the command 
of lieut-general Don Galvez. 

The ceriainty of the evacuation of Charleston, and 
the reports of the spies respecting the preparationsfor that 
of New York, soon lefl general Rochamheau no doubt 
respecting tho execution of the orders which ho had re¬ 
ceived. The squadron of M. de Vaudreuil was to be 
re-victualled and ready to receive either on board the 
men-of-war or Iransporls, the French infantry and artillery, 
by the end of November. Generals the baron do Vio- 
mesnil and the count his brother had the command of the 
troops, which were put in niArch to 1k»tOQ. The legion 
of Lauzun, which was then at Baltimore, with Ihe heavy 
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artil)eiy> remained under the command of general Wash¬ 
ington. 

The count de Rochambeau» who had ao well accom¬ 
plished hie task, took leave of liia brave army, separated 
with regret from his noble compaihoii in arms, general 
Wasliiti^on, and set out loaded with congratulations and 
tesiinioiiics of gratitude, to embark on board the frigalo 
which was wailing for him in Chesapeake Ikiy, to take 
him back to France. Ho was accompanied by Major- 
general the chevalier de CItaatellux, M. de lUwillo, tl»e 
quartcr-master'^neral, and the principid otficcrs of Ills 
siutf. Iking then the senior-<|iinrter*mastcr, I ncted as 
chief of the staff of the corps, under tho command of baron 
de Viomesoil. TJje chevalier Alexander do Lamnili and 
M. Dubourg, assistant quarter-mastcrs-gcncral, and tho 
two brothers Ikrthicr, adjuncts to the getmral slalf, were 
employed with me. 1 went to lloston, to regulate, in 
concert witfI the chevalier do I*Kguilie, the prepariuions 
for the embarkation of (he troops. The busiiieM of re¬ 
pairing and re-viciua)iiiig the s<piadroii, which was much 
duiiiiiged, had extended beyond the lime that the iiuir()ins 
de Vaudrenii had hrst fixc^, ho ihot baron do Vionn'snil 
had (0 slop the troops at Providence, where they were 
lodged in tuirracks, and remained till tho Ist of December. 
They were llicti sent successively to Itosion. Unforesccu 
accidents caused further delays, of which 1 and niy com¬ 
panions took odvantage to vlnit the first 6cfds of battle, of 
the war which we had just concluded. Iksioii was tho 
cradle of the American rcvoiiition. We had had the ad¬ 
vantage of still finding there some of thu most celebrated 
actors in these memorable scenes—President Hancock, his 
friend Dr. Cooper, Mr. John Adams, and some others, from 
whose interesting conversation we derived more accurate 
ideas of the pniKipal events. Dr. Cooper one day spoke 
to us of the first dcclaratioo of indcpcnocncc; wc listened 
to him with the most eager attention. When prai&ingonr 
enthusiasm in the cause of liberty, he said (o ns, I'ake 
care, take care, young men, lest the triumph of the cause 
on this virgin soil, should too much inflame your hapea 
You will carry away with you the germs of these generous 
aentimeots; but if ever you attempt to propagate them on 
your native soil, afier so many ages of corruption, yon 
will have to surmount far ofter obstaclet. It has cost us 

6 * 
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much blood to conquer liberty, but you will bare to ahed 
it ii» torrents before you can establish it in Europe.’’ 

How many times since then, during our political storm 
—during our fatal days, liaTe 1 called to mind the pro¬ 
phetic wuriiings of Ur. Cooper: but the inestimable prizo 
which the Americans obtain^ by their sacrifice was 
always present to luy mind. 

The staff and the troops were dlMribiited on board the 
ships of the line, frigaifta, store-ships, transports, 6ic. con¬ 
formably to the lists which we had presented to the cheva¬ 
lier d’b^uille, and 1 to the admiral and to the commander- 
in-chief. 1 quitted with regret this adopted coimiry, to 
whicfi [ ho^ed to rcinrn after the campaign to fulfil a 
special mbiaion, for which I had been named, the cornu 
do la Lnterne, minister of France, having designed me to 
be one of tho eomrnissinnere to fix the iMundariee afier 
the coikcliisionof |>eace. [embarked in the Thomphant 
with iho baron de Viomesnil, and was received in the 
most obliging manner by tho marquis de Vaudrouil and 
tho officers of Ills staff. 

At length, OR the 84th of December the marquis do 
Vniidrcitil lef) the Hotlon roads, with ten ships of tho line, 
three of which were 84*8 and seven 74*s, besides throe 
frigates. I'he AugiLMe atid the Pliiton were to sail from 
Fortsmoiith twenty-four hours after we left Boston, to 
join us on St. OeorgeN Bonk, and the wliole squadron 
was then to double Cope Cod, and go end cruise before 
Newport,todistmgage Le FaDtastjne. This fine squadron, 
which WHS now thonuighly repaired, was commanded by 
officers who had distiuguislicd themselves during the pre¬ 
ceding campaigns. The crews, composed of experienced 
seamen, were full of ardor, and our brave soldiers, proud 
of their success iu America* were ready for every enter¬ 
prise, however daring. The squadron made a noble 
appearnnee, as it set sad amidst the acclamations and 
benedictions of the Americans, who loudly cheered the 
French rtsg. The wind blew from the west, the sea was 
magnificent, and the sky serene. We had scarcely set sail, 
when the wreck of the Magnifiqiie pointed out to us (he 
first shoal. We doubled the Ulauds of Nantucket, through 
a very narrow channel, and were highly delighted with 
the variety and extent of the^proepccts in the midst of this 
vast archipelago. We soon perceived only the summits 
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of (he hills which crowned lha( fine t^in. The wind 
veered lo (he ea8(; it freshened by dc^rrcee, and obliged us 
(0 he ( 0 . Tlie gale became very stifiT;. (he second night 
was dreadful. We drilled (ownnis the coast, and wore 
obliged lo steer towards Frcitekt Ikty, a( the entrance of 
which there is only a depth of water between the shoals 
flufficieitt for 74<gun sinpa. Tlio pilots assured ua that we 
had not more than two hours io rini before the wind, till 
we should be driven upon them. A giiH)iny silonco pro* 
vailo<] among (he crew and the rasst^ngors on iMurd the 
Triomphanie. The marquis do Vaudrcuil set the exam* 
pie of composure and resignation. About (wo oVIoi'k in 
(he morning the wind veered to the N.W., and wc were 
soon 0(11 of danger. At day-break wc saw only four 
•hins of the line which had Iwcii able to kiTp company 
and follow the admiral’s lights; all llic rest of the scpiudron 
and (he transports Itad been dispersctl by the gnic. The 
Iris frigate, commanded by M. do Traverscy, which was 
al a great distance from ns, was adorned with various (lugs 
to bid us adieu, atid >tcercd towards Franco, confonnably 
to her instruciioMS, to carry them ilio inreUigenro of the 
departure of (ho expedition. The mhnirai alone knew the 
destination of the aqnadron, but we h:ul no donbl iliut it 
was for (he Island of St. Domingo, ilo steered to (tie 
S.E. without endeavoring any longer to join among (he 
shoals, (lie vessels, which must have sailed from E’orts- 
mouth and Khodo Island. Wc met with some fnrllier 
impodimenis before wc lefl (he shores of North .America. 
Tho s(«ond division of the English Duet, under (he com¬ 
mand of admiral Hood, consisting of thirteen sln|>s of the 
line, had sailed from New York on the 39d of November, 
for the Leeward Islands, aOer having taken on board (he 
remainder of ihe garrison. Admiral Pigot had preceded 
him with (he firsi division of (he fleet for (lie Windward 
Islands. Ilius America was delivered, (Ije cause of liberty 
(riumplicd, and die theatre of (hat great naval war was 
transferred to (he Aniilles. 

In proportion as we approached (Jio eoulhera latitudes, 
beyond (he Bermudas, wc met with a milder climate and 
forgot the severe cold, which had made us fear (hal we 
•hould be detained hy (he ice io (he port of Boston. Our 
voyage was less fatigtiiog, and I employed diis fint leisure 
ODoiDent to arrange my obsefvations on the United Slates 
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at the time of the departure of the French army. I ad¬ 
dress them to the chevalier de Chastellux, who, when 
he took leave to return to France, had asked me to cor* 
respond with him. 1 have transcribed an extract from 
this correspondence, which contains a faithful picture of 
the moral and political state of those countries. It may 
be interesting to compare it with the astonishing progress 
whicki has since been made by that immense federatlTs 
republic. 

** The opinions of those who have seen the United States 
are a'^ opposite to each otlier as the winds which dispute 
Uic commaTid of tho waves. Some, forget ting the time of 
the foundation of these colonies and their rapid improve- 
ment, look upon the Americans as if they were an ancient 
nation, and seek among them the advantages whicli arc to 
be found only in an overflowing population. Others judge 
of the inhabitaiilj as of the soil; they persuade themselves 
that the Amcricoua area new people. They complain 
that tftoy do not find among them tliat nnrity of morals 
which has been so much boasted of, and do not pardon 
tho vices, iho moral evil, which would have boon scurcoly 
remarked in Europe, and which is so easily perceived in 
America, only because it is in opposition with a greater 
mass of good. People And itdiflicnU to follow a just mean. 
They say that a government is perfect, or that it is very 
corrupt. Tito national character forms itself, notwith¬ 
standing the siniiUtiidu of language, of customs, manners, 
religion, which aro common to the Americans and the 
English. It is even now easy to point out the essential 
ditrercncfts between these two nations. Among the first 
we find more mildness and tolerance, more hospitality, 
and they are in general more communicaiive than the 
Etiglish. The latter reproach them with too much levity, 
a too ardent love of pleasure; they think them degene¬ 
rated, and cha^ them with weakness. But the differ¬ 
ence of interests, attachment to the new government, the 
discipltno and good spirit of the army, will soon strongly 
mark the national character. Let us then endeavor to 
fix onr opinion on the spirit and actual disposition of the 
Americans; this knowlMge may enable us to foresee what 
must be the consequence of this astonishing revolution. 

"Tlie Americans are blani^ for having suddenly grown 
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cool af^er (heir first successes, and for having been much 
more deficient In enci^ than in resources during the last 
years. The cause of this coolness ought to be looked for 
in the very priiiciplo of the revolution, am) not in (he 
national cliaracter. Tlie first enthusiasm couUl not last: 
the fanaticismof liberty had called an army into existence, 
which, from its very origin, was siipporicd hy siicrcss; 
but these masses,]nconseqnei>ccofihiaconipo8itioii,na(u> 
rally dissolved at the first reverse of fortune. Every spe¬ 
cies of resource was consumed at oucc; every cultivoior 
of the soil, having become a soldier, dissi|>atcd the fruits of 
his economy, aiul returned lioinc exhausted aiui timl of the 
war. When want, ambition, or habit do not assist in keep¬ 
ing the men under their standards, U is much to be feared 
that their enthusiasm will cease llte moment thal each iudU 
vidiial rcllects, that he sacrifices to the coutilr)' more than 
it can give him in return. It was necessary, tltcu, (o sub¬ 
stitute a paid and disci pi inctl army for irrcgnlor militia. 
This was assuredly a diOicult transition, but the govern- 
moni Rcqiiiritig doily more firmness, it was rcrjiiisito to 
give to the armed force a ttahle organization and rcgiiluio 
the raising of taxes, and yet to keep all tho citizens armed 
for the common defence. 

^ You know how general Washington succeeded in 
forming an army; tho men engaged for one cami)aign 
mingled at first with the militia or volunteers. Tho 
fonnatioii of some troops, absolutely mcrci'nary, their re¬ 
volt, the new rcgulatious, lastly, tho military corislinitioii, 
accepted unanimously by the UnitiHl States, all these cir- 
ettmsinneos are disiinrt degrt^cs which cannot have es¬ 
caped your observation; ami the excellent footing on 
wfiich we saw the American army at the review at tho 
King*9 Perry, before our departure, will not appear to you 
as the least of the aclnevmcuis of tho hero of America. 
Yet some have gone so far os to infer from lltc apparent 
lukewarmness of the Americans, that the revolution was 
much less advanced than had been believed, that the 
kins’s l>srty was still eonsidnrablc,tliAt tho multitude was 
hurried away by the leading men, but that the general 
wi^h was not for Independence. This is a false opinion, 
which has gained too much credit among some of the 
French. According to the Apicricau constUulion and tho 
very principles of the confederation, the decisions of the 
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^ner&l assemblies arc necessarily those o( the majority of 
individuals, and the real expression of public opinion. 
Tho elections of the county members are free and without 
bribery. A man may seduce some of his fellow citisens 
by his eloquence, btu lie cannot gain their votes by his 
money. 1'Kc necessity of leaving home to go and repre¬ 
sent their constituents in the general assembly is consU 
dered as a di^agrecahlo task; this at least is the most re¬ 
ceived opinion. Decides, no bcnchl is derived from this 
slight distinction, and very little personal inltuence is ac* 
qnircU by it. We may therefore judge by the temper lit 
tho general assembly of oiio of the states, of the parties 
which exist in the different counties of the same state. 
The same county exerts its induenco in tho election of tho 
memhers who are to represent the state in the congress; it 
is therefore certain that the memljcr elected istlic most 
popular nmn, ami that his opinion in public alfairs will 
always be that of tho majority of his constituents. U is 
not I rue to say that this principle becomes corrupt, as it la 
more remote from tho source. If there were in the con¬ 
gress some members su'^pocted of being of the king’s party, 
U was at tho beginning of the rcvoUuion, before tho con¬ 
stitution was well estahlishod, before tho separation of 
England from its colonies was pmnounred, the conse¬ 
quences of it felt, and tho new Interests of tho government 
sitflicicnily well known for every iiHltvidn.'il to have al¬ 
ready resolved to join his own interests with them. We 
must not be surprised that the moveinonts of the Tory 

K huvo been mere evidetit in these latter limes; its 
I were sustained by the success of the English in tho 
aoutheni provlikccs. It conddcnlly exiwr.ted that the issue 
of the war would decide its fortiinc. The least prejudiced 
of the Tories flattere<l thcntseivcs that since the king’s 
arms were victorious in one of the richest provinces, he 
would be able to treat with the Americans on advaniAgc- 
OI1S terms, that pro|>erfy would be respected, ond that the 
oppressed loyalists would regain their rights, 'fhe most 
politic conducted themselves with prudence and attempted 
to appoar indifferciil. Lastly, we have seen the finnl pe¬ 
riod of the revolution ^England reduced to defensive ope¬ 
rations, and deliberating on the evacuation of the two 
places which it still held. From that time the king’s 
party, without union, without strength, and even without 
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courage, nevertheless embarrassed the government hy new 
difficulties; it foinenicd jealousies, attacked the principles 
of the confederation, abated public confidence, impeded 
the collection of taxes, and endeavored to renew a com¬ 
mercial intercourse with England. The temptation of a 
separate peace offered to the congress by general Cnrieton 
in the name of hu govern men t; the moderation which that 
general affiecled; the care ha took to favor contraband 
trade, were more fatal to the government than now ra¬ 
vages, and which would have increased the haired of the 
English name. The wise measures of the congress and 
the unanimous resolution of the ditferent states to njcct 
proposals of peace, in which France should not be included, 
arc the best and strongest prool that the spirit of fuction no 
longer prevails hi the coniKils,that the const it in inn is well 
consolidated,mid that thenaiion^iho new Aiiicricn—has 
nothing more to fear from the Tories. Yet Ifiis party, 
sul>diied, reduced to silence, too often unjustly |>ersccMt<^ 
by Whigs, still cxlsia It will ejidoavor to }i|iproxiinaio 
to England; it will studiously pn^servo the English man¬ 
ners and customs; it will profit by the commercial advan¬ 
tages which the English will give to the Anieri^nns; it will 
cherish an implu&iblc hatred of the French,and will in- 
cesMinily labor to dissolve our allianco wiili ilie United 
Stuica It must be onr hiisincas, then, in order to com- 
plclo onr work and to confirm the separation, lo keep up 
on intimate aud continued iiilcrconrso with (ho Ameri¬ 
cans; to obraiu among them (he preference for the s?du of 
goods imported—not that this commerce can be extremely 
advantageous to us—hut it is m*cc8sary to conriterbalanca 
thot of the English, and al>ovo all to maintain till the next 
generation, the good opinion which the Americans have 
conceived of the French nation. The presence of the 
army of count de Rochamhcaii in America has Jemroyed 
the long'Slanding prejudice which (lie English there had 
kept up against the French character. It was so strong, 
that at the beginning of the revolution the most ardent 
minds, and many of those wtm wisitcd for independence 
rejected the idea of an alliance with France. It was nc- 
ccsssary to persuade the people by leaditjg (hem to accept 
assisiance which was not avowed, and if the question had 
been direedy proposed, U is nnceriaiii which would have 
been the choice of the majority, to treat with England or 
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to make an alliance with France. The roarqnia de la 
Pa/ette had all the honour of forining the firat connection 
between the two countries by bb generous devotednen, 
but we must ascribe to count de Rochambeau the faror- 
able opiuion which has been formed of the French in alt 
North America. It is the strict discipline which he main¬ 
tained in hb army, his prudertce, his undeviating spirit of 
justice, hb noble and perfect subordination to general 
Washington, as also the knowledge which he had ac(]uired 
of the form of gorernment, and his extreme attention not 
to contradict it by the tone and military execiuion of our 
ordinances, which have produced this good effect. This 
conduct is worthy of the highest praise. It is (ho fruit of 
wisdom and of the mature examinaliou of things almost 
contrary to each other which he had to reconcile. He 
thus compelled circum^ances to yield, and, constantly 
fuithful to his plan, he caused the French name to he re¬ 
spected, even when siihmiuing to the delays, to all the 
details of the democratic ad mi nisi rat Ion, and to the laws 
most offensive to ns, among whom (ho ineqindiiy of con¬ 
ditions cannot be effaced, and even the interori of all does 
not draw together the individuals of ditlerciu classes. 

is certain that tlie rcpntaiiouof the French, which 
it was so important to establi^, was indei^ndcnt of the 
succ^^ss of our arms, when we acted in Virginia. What I 
have said of the conduct of the Frctich scorns to ho conlm- 
dicicd by the private opinion of some of us, for you hove 
often heard them dcrlaim against the Americans; hut such 
is the importance of the conduct of the leader, that the ill 
behaviour of the subordinates is less striking in proportion 
as his is more consistent. Add to this the dlffioulty of the 
language, and you will see that the imprudent actions of 
individuals art rarely dangerous. Tliere is something 
very strange in what is called national prejiidieo and the 
snpiKKsed impossibility of conforming to new customs and 
of contracting new habits, which, nevertheless, we do con¬ 
tract as we acquire the knowledge of a language however 
difficult and different from our own. I ^linve that na¬ 
tions have different characters, hut I do not think that 
these arc the cause,of what we call national hatred, which 
should rather be attributed to rival interests and to the 
passions of the governments. Remove this cause, and 
oations have no longer hostile principlea They may be 
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united in the tame maoner as metals. By observing aU 
teotiveiy the surprising progress of our acquaintance with 
the Americans, I bate become convinced that tite most 
dissimilar characters may agree, if we carefully avoid pre- 
•eniiiig them to each other in the points in whicfi thev 
most differ. This policy requires a very rare cast of mind, 
but it Is solely to the want of the necessary qualities in 
the chief that failure must be ascribed. Let us also be¬ 
ware of attributing to this policy all the honor of our 
success. The good-wilUthe cordiality, the generous re¬ 
ception which the principal inhabitants of America gave 
us, contributed in a great degree to this happy result. 

** Such is the natnral tendency, I sliould rather say the 
vocation of mon, for a popular govemuieiit, tlrat among 
the confederate republics of America, it was in those 
where democracy was the most pertecl, and where the 
mannera of the people plea.wsd us most, that wo found the 
greatest facility in forming conneciiona This rcflcciion, 
reminding me of the difforinicos tliat exist between the in- 
habitatjis, leads me to examine thoir sentimeiils with re¬ 
spect to the general const hut ion. 1 shull speak of the 
United States in partienlar, only in a |>ohtical point of 
view, niKl to point onl to you what is the disposition of 
the minds of the people, with regard to the union and tlio 
duration of this immense republic. 

stale of Maeaachuaeits was the cradle of the re* 
volution. 'Hie forme iitai ion of parties produced thereat 
the very beginning the mostdeciuodcliampionaot republi¬ 
can principles ; bill the spirit of faction and of iiitoleraneo 
which kindled the brst sparks is still felt there. One of 
those celebrated men who acted Uro principal parte, said 
to me one day, * Here in my retreat, like another Catiline, 
the collar around my neck, in danger of the severest 
punishment, 1 laid down the plan of the revolt; 1 endea¬ 
vored CO persuade my timid accompticca, that a most 
glorious revolution might be the result of our efforts, but 
I scarcely dared to hope it ; and what 1 have seen realised, 
appears to roe like a dream. You know by what obscure 
intrigues, by what unlailhfulness to the mother country, a 
powerful party was formed ; how the minds of like people 
ware irritated, before we were able to provoke the insur¬ 
rection. The. pride, the tvrannv. the infatuation, and the 
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faults of tlie Eoglish ^Dinistry, soon eonobled the 
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cause: the other proTioces realif tnnad in the cause of 
liberty for the defence of tbeir oppreMed fellowcitiaens. 
The N^hole oation has broken the ^ke and has given iu 
self lavs, by the inalienable rights <n man^a sublime act^ 
an august monoment of humaD dignity : from that mo* 
ment every thing changed its appearance and its name* 
There were no longer rebels, but ciiisens relieved from a 
t^ronnical yoke. They chose the okmI prudent and en« 
lightened among themselves for magittrates; from this 
factious man, whom the English ministry ftncied that it 
could speedily put down, there suddenly arose able legisla- 
tore, skilful lawyers, illustrious warriors; liberty wept 
over the tomb of the brave and interesting Montgomery.* 
** We still see at Boston the traces of the first disorders; 
the earliest actors, Hancock, Adams, Cooper, Baudonin, 
still survive. The state of Massachusetts, faithful to the 

E sneral constiiulion, punctually paying the taxes impo^ 
y the congress, conducts its own ^vemment with equity 
and energy, and possesses Iho best economical regulations. 
The constitution, which was not completed till 1700, is 
perhaps the code of laws which does llie nioii honor to 
mankind. We cannot read without emotion, and without 
feeling the mind elevated, the preamble to this act, the 
declaration of the rights common to all the members of 
tho republic, and on which the several articles of the con¬ 
stitution are fouuded. The Iasi words are, * io the end it 
may be a goaernmenr /atoe, and not 
^The state of Massadiusetts, which is already very 
populous, will become more so. Grants of land aro made 
by the state, aud always in proportion to the number of 
hands that the new settlers can employ in clearing them; 
if its political interests are well understood, the great num¬ 
ber of sailors which it can fnmish, the many ports upon 
its coasts, the fisheries, the advantageous position of Bos¬ 
ton iu time of war, on account of the anchorage, the ex¬ 
change of timber for building, will ensure a continual and 
advantageous intercourse with the other parts of the con¬ 
tinent. As it was in Boston that the moat ardent enemies 
of the English government arose, it was there loo dial the 
Tory party exerted itself the most. The eommoiiona 
were short, but violent; no mercy was ^lown to the van¬ 
quished ; numbers of families were compiled to expatriate 
WBSelves, in order to avoid persecution. This party, 
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which cannot ariae from ita ashes, keeps op family enmt* 
ties, contiiuially calls to mhid Ihe criminal actions on both 
sides, which stained the commencement of the revoliitioo. 
Hence dissensions arise which time alone can terminate, 
and which till then will render the elections very slorzny. 

The little Stale of Rhode Island, animated by Iho ex- 
ample of the Ho8tonians,And enconra^cd by their snccoss, 
displayed much energy from the beginning. The enemy 
took possession of the capilsl, rovagod Iho coasts, inters 
ceptca its maritime communications and ruined its com¬ 
merce. Several weak citisena, attracted by Iho advan¬ 
tages of prohibUod commerce, abandoikcd the cause. The 
Quakers, hkdilfcretit in appearance, but Englisfi in their 
hearts, inclined to the king’s party. Tlio state, however, 
was neither sul>dued by the arms of the enemy nor shnken 
by these intestine quarrels: in the end the Whigs perse- 
cuted and expelled, or reduced to silence the Tories wlio 
wore among them. In conseqiieitea of the small extent 
of this slate, all the inhabitants are acquainted with each 
other. The dense population, the love of ogricultum, the 
active navigation, the eonlimiBl jobbing, have excited 
among them the spirit of association, and we observe 
amoitg them, more than in any other state, a propensity 
to p<ditical conirovenry. in nnc, the new ropuDlicans 
have no where been more haughty, more inioleraut, more 
ardent in the dercitra of the natiorml cause; and though 
they have Inzen reduced by great losses to sacrifice every 
thina, they are net leas jeaions in supporting Iho authority 
of the Congros.% than in vigorously defending tlie privi¬ 
leges of their own ammblies; thus but a short lime ago, 
they formally refused to pay a duty of Avo nor cent on 
imported go^s, to whidi the other slates liad already 
submitted. 

I shall say but little of Conneeiicut, the constitution of 
which is solidly established; it is a model of pure and 
well-regulated democracy, in which there are none of the 
inconveniences which the celebrated author of Iho Spirit 
of Laws, the oracle, and advocate of liberty, could not help 
foreseeing in the eetabUshroent of a popular government. 
The perfechon of this organisation must be ascribed to the 
general equality of fortune, and to the circumstance that 
the several towns on the river Connecticut, as woU as 
those on the coasts of the Sbund, are almost equally ad- 
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Tantageoiuly situated, whi4^ has not pennitted the forma* 
tion of those great establi^tnents which are prejudicial 
to the progress of colonies, and in which the b^t princi* 
plea are corrupted. If there is a nation in which the hap¬ 
piness of ihe indlTidiiai is secured by the forni of sovern- 
men I, it is doubtless Connect kul. Religions toleration 
has eatingiiished (ho spirit of aectarianism and proselytism. 
The inhabitants depend only on the laws which they 
bare made for themselves, and the tranquillity which (hey 
enjoy under their excellent constitution, does not indicate 
any cfrcnmstance that might impair its purity. The 
coasts of the Sound haring been continnally open to the 
enemy, and often the object of their fatal expeditions, it 
was impossible to prevent the communication with Long 
Island, to which great quantities of cattle and of flour were 
conveyed. This contraband trade would lead to a suppo¬ 
sition that the inhabitants of the coast were Tories, and 
entirely devoted (o the English^ but they were constrained 
by their situation. If they did not assist the enemy, they 
were exposed to continual ravages. Tliis state has nevor- 
theleas displayed the flmicst attachment to the general 
cause, li contributed more than any other to the support 
of (he army, and general Washington always found in it, 
new resources in the most crhical Riomen(s. 

"Tlie slates of New York, those of Pennsylvania and 
Delaware, arc deeply interested in preserving the imion of 
the (hiriven states and the authority of the congress; wo 
may even say (hat it would be to their political advnulago 
to increase it, bccanso the cities of New York and Phila¬ 
delphia are (he most considerable on the coniinout, and 
invite tho commerce of all tlie other parts. These states, 
forming the centre of (he federative republic, have great 
influence over the general government, and as they would 
lose all the advantages of their position, if the confedera¬ 
tion were to be dissolved, they have as much at heart (he 
maintenance of the power ot the congress as their inde¬ 
pendence in the management of their own affairs. 

"The states of Maryland, Viiginia, and (he two Caroli- 
nas, are much attadied to their own const!tniions, which, 
in some important points, differ considerably from those of 
the northern slates, but this difference will never lead them 
to isolate themselves, any more than that of the climate or 
of the nature of tbeir agricultural or commercial establish- 
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mcnts. These states hare been sensible, especially during 
the last two campaigns, hov much need they have of the 
support of the northern states. There is, therefore, ground 
to believe chat the territorial extension of the United States, 
hr from weakening the federal bond, will daily give it 
more strength. On this vast extent of coast, each state 
bounded by great riven,at the mouths of which there are 
ports, has, as it were, a particular navigaiu^u, n spe¬ 
cial commerce; and each of them has need of a protection 
common to thea all As the increase of the population, 
of the oatural produce of the soil, and of commerce, eau 
make no change in a atate of things which resulii from 
their reaf^ive situations, there is no doubt chat the fede¬ 
ral ennatitutton will be consolidated by the same causes, 
which every where else might threaten its duration. 

Persons who are prejudiced against a rcpiiblicon form 
of govonimcnt, the blind partisans of monarchy, will not 
assent to this conclnaion; tliey already prophecy llie dis¬ 
memberment of the UniKai States at no distant period, and 
fancy they sec thrones erected on both sides of the Ohio. 
I am far from participating in this opinion, wliiet; origi¬ 
nates in oiir habits and our prcjtidiccs. i Iwlicve, on the 
contrary, that the priiKipleaof tl^ govertiments which will 
be ■nrccssively formed in the new continent, will neces¬ 
sarily he opposed to Ihoeo of Kurope. Proud of their in¬ 
stitutions, which are the most just and the most reasonable 
that human wisdom ever dtetatod, tlie North Americans 
will make a point of maintaining the nationni honor. 
Thesogood laws will be perpctnaied among them from 
age to ago, because they will always recognise in them 
the purest source of public prosperity and individual 
happiness. 

Ader a voyage of tventyn^nc daye we made land off 
the east point of Port Rico, on the 15th of January, 1783. 
We heai^ that we were to go to Cap Frangois in the island 
of St. Domingo, aher having collected the mon-of-war 
which were separated, and the convoy which had been 
dispersed during the storm; but ve soon learned that 
admiral Hood blockaded in that port the Spanish squad¬ 
ron of Don Solano, wilh eighteen sliips of the line, and 
that he was waiting for the arrival of M. de VandreuiL 

The Aigrette, French frigiye, which came from port St 
Jean, where it had tooch^, as well as the Ceres, with 
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Eighty traniports ladon vith proririons, bound for St. 
Domingo, confirmed this accouDt of the position of the 
enemy. Our situation became very criticeL M. de Van* 
dreuil continued to crutee off Porto Rico, and was obliged 
to renounce his intention of going to Cap Pran^oia. It is 
probable that admiral Hood, when informed of the ap¬ 
proach of the French equadron, vould not fail to come to 
meet it, and engage it with a superior force. Besides, we 
had no newa of the Spaniards; only one of their ships, 
the Don Jnan, was at anchor in Port St Jean, and the 
goTemor of the place, (hough he had a good garrison of 
three thousand men, vai afimid of being attacked. Our 
minds were so eiiga^ during this cruise oy the precanons 
situation of the equadron, that nobodv thought of enjoying 
the magnificent scenes vhieli lay bemre ns, the pureness 
of the air and the pleasure of narigHiion in these fine seas. 
All English frigate, detached from the squadron of admiral 
Hood, came to reconnoitre us; it had driven the Malin 
outer close to Che coast; La Couronne of the line relieved 
it, and chased (he English frigate, which escaped during 
the night. The marqnis de Vaudreuil having collected 
all the ships of his squadron, and the two storeshipa 
escorted by the N4r4ide, ruade the Ceres quit Port St. 
Jean, and resolved to leave (his dangerous station and 
proceed to the second rallying point, indicated in the in- 
itructions. We ware much surprised to learn that it was 
Porto Cabello, in the proTinee of Venezuela, on the coast 
of South America. 

On (he gist of January the squadron steered S. W., to 
pass between Porto Rico and St. Domingo; we doubled 
the island of La Monna, and then tacked to ascend the 
channel between the main laud and the island of Curasao. 
We had no pilot but the one whom Don Galvez, the go- 
Tenior of the province of Carraccat, had sent to M.de 
Vaudreuil, to guide his passage through the Bahama 
channel. Hits pilot was W little acquainted with that 
coast, which it full of shoals, and had navigated there 
only with small vessels. A very fresh N. E. wind caused 
a swell in the sea, and rendered the voyage very faiigtiing. 
We were obliged to ascend a narrow channel against the 
wind, which never varies but from N. E. to S. E., and 
against rapid ntrrents, the strength «id real direction of 
which were unknown to os all We had still forty leagues 
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to nin, making short boards. Don Solano had aasnred us, 
that by steering near the coast we might easily take ad* 
vantage of llie land breeses, but the coast was as new to 
us as to the bold navigatoni who discovered it, and who 
had only light ships. We approached the term firms, con* 
stantly sounding, to recognise successively points to which 
our disconcerted pilot gave at hazard different names. We 
could not stretch from the shore but by lacking and ap* 
preaching Curasao, where the currents were leas violenit 
but we soon lost this slight ad vantage, and found ourselves 
embayed and less advanced than we were before. Thus 
making short boards, we were sometimes in sight of the 
port and town of Curacao, where M. de Vandreiiil, faithful 
to his inttriteiions, would not touch, and from which gtms 
loaded wuli ball cartridges were firwl at us, to warn ns of 
the danger of approaching too near. When we lacked, 
the currents hnmed us again to the Spanish coast. We 
perceived ui the farther end of tlte bays, groves of oranges 
which bordered the shore, and Ifie lofiy moniiiains, ihe 
summits of which were enveloped in a blue vapor. During 
the night we kept off the shore and in the mkldlo of the 
channel, strngglmg against the wind; the aqnadron w&a 
diapersed; several ships were dismasted, and not able, like 
IheTrioinphanic, U> repair their damage whilst under tail, 
and uTore thorefore obliged to touch at Ctiragao. It was 
not till we had passed eighteen days in this unpleasant 
posUiou that we succeeded in doubling the point of Chichf- 
ribichi, which forms the gulf of Triate, at the furlher end 
of which lies Porto Cabello. We were still seventeen 
leagues to leeward, when a French In^r met us, brought 
us a pilot and the melancholy news of the eliipwreckof 
La Bourgogne of the line, which had run aground on the 
point of Tacaya, where we had been some days before. 
We had heard during the night signals of distress, but 
having sounded and found a coral bonom end only two 
feet water under the keel, we had scarcely time to tack. 
M. dc Ghampourcain, who commanded that fine vessel, 
which had on board 1,100 men including the troops,ought 
to have been the last to quit it, but he saved himself on 
one of the raffs which he bad caused to be conarnicted. 
It is said that he had the misfortune to survive the disgrace 
of having failed in hisdutifr In the confuskm that pre* 

• vailed the raffs were soon overcrowded, and there was a 
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deoperata conflict to looteo (hem from the Toaael Between 
three and four hundred penone only gained the ehore. 
Almost all the rest perished The officer who brought ns 
this melancholy account was sent by the captain of the 
Neriacle, which had taken on board eome of the unhappy 
peraonSy who had remained without relief for three days 
on the wreck of the ship. 

At lengthy on the lOtn of February we anifed at Porto 
Cabello, where we found two of our ships, the Augusta 
and the Pluto, which had paned to the windward of Porto 
Rico. Nothing cau be more piciuresque or wild than the 
appearance of the lofty mouniaiiks which surround the 
gulf of Trine. This ^aio, which is seldom broken, ex¬ 
tends along the coasts of New Spain and joins on the one 
side the lofty peaks of St Martha, towards the great lake 
of Maracaibo, and on the other, those, beyond which is 
the course of the Orinoco. Everything announces to the 
astonished eye a vast continent; nature appears on a grand 
scale, and strongly calls to mind the impression which such 
a scene must have mado on the mind of the navictor who 
discovered this new hemisphere. How impaiicnl was t 
to land! I expired woudcrs.amleudenvored to distinguish 
the masses which a thick fog obscured. The reality soon 
dimlled ail the chimeras of my imagination. I found only 
a uat beach sunk at the foot of the mountain which had 
charmed mo,and which when seen dose at band presented 
no variety of scenery. 

Porto Cabelio had been very well choeen for the ren¬ 
dezvous of the French and Spanish squadrons which were 
to operate in the projected expedition against Jamaica. 
The English, who had no suspicion of i^faad divided their 
forces; one part remainiug stationed in the Wirkdward 
Islands, while admiral Hood was in vain waiting for M. 
Vandreuil on the coast of St. Domingo. We fotmdin this 
port all the resources which were necessary to revictual 
the ships, as well as timber for the principal repairs. None 
but the superior officers and those of the ataff of the army, 
obtained permission to lodge in (he town. The troops 
were kepi on board. Baron de Viomesnil merely ordered 
that they should be landed every day for exercise, this 
being the only means of preserving them from the eflects 
of tm i]p|||t^thy climate. 

AU tlHpiipe which had separated from us in ^ 
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net otTiyed siKcessively, except the Hercules and the 
Couronne, which were under repair at Curasao, and did 
not join 118 at Porto Cabello till a month after oiir arriTal. 
Our slay was most disagreeably prolonged. The Spanish 
admiral^ blockaded either at Cap Fmn^ais or at the Ha- 
vaniia, had little chance of joining us. At all events, we 
had orders to wait for the arrival of the grand fleet from 
Europe tinder the command of count d’Estaing, which 
WDS to sail from Cadiz to attack Jamaica, after having 
collected all the force by sea and land stationed in the 
Windward Islanda 

The squadron being united and perfectly repaired, M. 
Vatidrcuil waited only for the Aviso, which was to ac¬ 
quaint us with the sailing of the grand fleet from Cadiz, 
when the Andromache frigate came to announce to us 
that peace was concluded, and with instructions to M. 
Vaudrcuil to repair to Cap Fran 9 ais. It is impossible to 
describe itie joy which the hopes of a speedy roiiim to our 
own country diffused throughout the whole army; no just 
idea can be formed of it, but by those who huvo expe¬ 
rienced this feeling, at the distance of thousands of miles 
from their native shores. 

The marquis do Vaiidreuil hoisted his flag on board 
the Norlhumberland, a new vessel, and one of the best 
sailers of his squadron, commanded by M. do M6dine. 
The Triomphante, lately the admiraCs ship, was to sepa¬ 
rate from the squadron, and pass the straits of Gihraltar 
to go to Toulon. Most of the oflicers of the staff accom- 
naiiied him on board the Northumberland. Harou de 
Vinmcsnil, the commander-in-chief, did not quit M. de 
Vaudrcuil, and I continued with him as chief of the staff 
of the army. The count de S^ur likewise embarked on 
board this vessel. We quitted Porto Cabello on the dd of 
April, I7gd. The fresh northeast winds which had so 
much impeded us before, were now in our favor, and we 
had an easy and spe^y voyage to Cap Frangais. M. de 
Vaiidreuil was so obliging as to detach the Amazon frigate 
to convey the count de S^iir to the south pan of the 
island, as he desired to visit bis plantation there; Borthier 
accompanied him. I regretted that my duties hiudered 
Die from doing the same. 

The rich colony of St. Domingo was at this time in the 
highest degree of its splendor.* I'he immense preparations 
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vhidi had beea made there for ihe expedition against 
Jamaica enhanced this briUiant pro 9 perit 7 . The Spanish 
aquadron was waiting for us in the port; both together 
composed a fleet of twenty^iiiree ships of the line and 
eight frigates. The combined fleet from Cadiz consisted 
of forty ships of the line. 'Htus afler the junction count 
d’£staing would have had under hiscoinmaml sixty*ihree 
^ipa of the line. If we suppose, as we reasonably may, 
that the English would not have foiled to collect a naval 
force at least equal to cum, we may judge how important 
the events of this campaign would have been. 

The French and Spanish troops united at Cap Fran^ais 
formed an effective force of alwut 80,000 mcnj and the 
combined fleets would doubtleM bring powerful reinforce¬ 
ments, which could not he estimated at less thail 10,000 
men. The quays of St Domingo were covered with a 
numerous train of heavy and field artillery. What com- 
bmations, what efforts, what expense, to uispute the pos¬ 
session of an island at the further extremity of the Atlantic 
Ocean! What an effusion of blood, what disasters were 
prevented by the glorious peace of 17831 

The commerce of the colony had never been more 
flourisliing than at this moment Numerous convoys had 
lately arrived, about 500 merchantmen were at anchor in 
the port, the warehouses were filled with European goods, 
which were heaped up in the open market-places and 
sold, especially our wines, at lover prices than in France. 
From this faithful picture we may estimate the immense 
amount of the loMea which the revolutions of St Domingo 
have brought upon the mother country. 

Mv occupations and the illness of which I felt the first 
attacks, scarcely allowed me to make sotne excursions into 
the plain about Cap Francais. 1 visited one of die princi¬ 
pal plantations. The manager explained to me all Ihe 
dclailsof the several kinds of cultivation, the system of 
irrigation, the different works, and aaid, showing me from 
an elevated spot the extent of the plain and the magnifi- 
oence of its prodnee," the horizon to which your view 
extends between the hills and the shore embraces a terri¬ 
tory which produces a revenue of 60J)00.000 francs.’^ 

All these wonders affected me but little. 1 preferred 
the idaios of Connecticut and of Rhode Jdaud, and the 
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pure air which we there breathed, to the acorthing rays of 
the sun of the ADtillea 

After a etay of three daya at thia place I made arrange* 
merita, by order of baron de Viomesiiil, for the embarka¬ 
tion of tbe army, and waa preparing to return to America 
to fulfil the miaaioD for wbicn the cheralter de Luaerne 
had appointed me, when I learnt that the article of the 
treaty of peace which fixed the new demarkation of the 
frontiera from the river St Croix to the Miaaiasippi pre¬ 
vented all difiKukiee,eveo beyotid the hopes of the Ameri¬ 
cans, and rendered the labor of the com mission era uaeJeaa. 
1 had left at Providence, in the houae of Dr. Bo won, and 
eapecialty intrusted to hia amiable daughters, a small box 
containing various papers and the notes which I had made 
in the course of our two cainpaigna lltia box, which 1 
supposed to be lost, has been carefully preaervid by Mrs. 
Ward, the youngest of those ladies, iho only survivor of 
her foroily, and who haa done me the honor to reniotuber 
tne. Afier a lapse of forty years, having met at Now 
York with Mnoral La Fayetto diiHiig his triumphal pro¬ 
gress, Mrs. Ward was so good os to inquire aflcr me, and 
requested the general to convey this box to mo, with an 
atTccting: testimony of our former friendship. The notea, 
which f have thus recovered, have served mo to make the 
sketch which I have inserted above. The enibarkatioti of 
the troops being completed, we sailed ou (he .'toih of April, 
1783, ail rejoicing that we were returning to our native 
country. When we reached the latitude of the Azores the 
winds were very favorable. The fever had quilted me, I 
fell myself reviving. The stafisof the army and navy, 
united on board the Northumberland, formed a very 
agreeable society ; the conversation was animated and in¬ 
teresting. 

For some days we were detained by calms, which were 
succeeded by violent wimiafrom the S. W. The squadron 
made eleven knots an hour. As we approaelied the coaet 
of France we found a thick fog, which did not allow tbe 
coasting pilots to discover at what point we were going to 
make the land. They a&rued, judging by the soundiDgs, 
that die cnTreota had carried us beyond Ushaiit, and 
we were within tbe channel The obeerrations of the 
longitude, made by MM. de L’AtguiUe and GraDdebain, 
proved, aea»diog lo them, fliat we were very does ir 
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thore. 1 q this uiteertalaly, as D*^ht was cotnlog on, tho 
admiral tacked to stand out to sea. On the following 
morning again steering towards the east, and the wind 
having become fresher, tlie sentries cried <Hsiid!’’ and 
thecoasiiijg pilots declar^ that they perceived ibe towers 
of Ushant, but M. de Medina, the captain of the ship, 
who had navigated on iliia dangerous coast even more 
than they had, suddenly ordered tlie ship to tack. He 
had perceived through the fog the breakers on the shoals 
of the Sainies on which we were rnnning before the wind. 
The Norihiimbcrl.'Uid was at the head of the squadron, to 
which a signal was made foezocute the st^e manoeuvre. 
The fog havlug suddenly cleared up, we disiinguished 
the waves breaking against the rocks, where the whole 
squadron would inevitably have perished but for the vigU 
lance and presence of mind of M. de Mediae. Some 
hours afterwards wo enicred tho eliaunel of Lyroise, and 
anchored in the road of Urcat on the 19ih of June, a^er a 
voyage of forty-nine daya 
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convouikoo of iho lUlOi gonornk 

I LAiTDip on the 19th of June and remained al Brest no 
longer than was ncccMry to terminate my functions, and 
obtain the pertniarion of baron de Viomeniil lo go to Pa¬ 
ris. I had the pleasure of finding at Brest intelligence 
from my family; one of my brothers was in India; the 
odier \w remaiewd in America, and was not to return till 
some mouths later. My father, who had for several years 
been deprived of bis ^ildren, u^ed me to repair to him 
at Jiontpellier. At the same time 1 received a very 
'ftligiug letter fmin the cdbnt de Cbarios, wbo infoniMd 
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me that hia father, the minuter of marioe, desired me to 
come to him, intcadin^ to send me on a special minion. 
1 likewise learnt that count de Kochambean had obtained 
for me a major’s commission, and that t belonged to the 
corps of the general’s staff, which had lately been formed, 
under the command of the marquis d’Aqncscan. 1 has* 
tened to repair to Paris, where I was affectionately re* 
ceived by my fonoer general, count de Piiya6giir. 1 
proceeded to Marseilles to thank marshal S6gur, the 
minister of war, to whom I was presented by his sou. 
The count de Chari us presented me also to his father, 
who, seeing that I was pole and languid from the effects 
of my fever at St. Domingo, was of opinion, that I was not 
in a condition to undertake immediately o long voyage, 
attended with considerable labor. 1 begged him not to 
deprive mo of this opportunity of meriting my promotion, 
and added that llie change of clinmio and usctiil occupa¬ 
tion would concur in tJio rcstomtion of my hoalth. Tho 
marxlmi tJiHi explained to mu in a few words the political 
motives of the secret ruission which I was going to fulhi. 

Tho invasion of the Crimea, and the arabiiions views of 
Catharine U, gave reason to ox poet that war would break 
out in the East—that Frauce might bo drawn in to take 
port in it; and on thb supposition, the government desired 
to obtain accurate information respecting the ports, the 
furtrGKscs.and the fortified points oi iho island, and of the 
coasts of tho Archipelago, iticluding the powiioii of Con- 
Btnntinople, on the two seas. Our long connection with 
iliti Ottomnn empire, and tlio fiourialiing stats of our com¬ 
merce in those countries, seemed to call upon us to oppose 
the encroachments of Russia; on the other hand, an ex¬ 
aggerated opinion was entertained of the decline of tho 
Turkish empire in Europe, and in case of dismemberment, 
which was thought to be near at hand, it was in contom- 
plalion to make ourselves masters of tfiose powasioni, 
which might the best secure our maritime superiority. Jt 
was the island of Caridia, in particular, which the French 
government had in view. It might be the recompense, 
either of the succors which France should give to its old 
ally, or that of a neutrality in fiivor of Riiama. The mar¬ 
shal dc Castries directed the chevalier de Pieurictf,fl^^ 
enjoyed his entire confiderace^ to confer with me 
mtliiary reconnoiasance, and to give me all the comrauni- 
Von. 1_8 
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cations which might relate to it. I receired secret In* 
atruciions from the minister of the mshne in his own hand* 
writing. To mask this mission 1 was likewise instructed 
to visit, tt^lher with count Bonneeal, captain of a ship of 
tlio line, all the pons in the levant, as baron de Toti had 
done some years before. I was ordered to travel tinder 
anoitier name, ai»d not to put on my uniform, except in 
cases where I might be exposed to eome risk. When I 
took leave of marahal de Castries and marshal de S^gur, 
both of them held out the hope that I should obtain on my 
return the rank of colond. I set out for Montpellier, 
wiiere I enjoyod some dsys^ rest in the bosom of my own 
family. A courier brought mo my final insi ructions, and 
I proceeded without loss of time to Toulon. I stoppi^ on 
the 3d of September at die lost stage at Ollioules, and di¬ 
rectly sent my servant to tlio count de Bonnevnl, corn* 
mnmling Hadine corvette, on board of which I wn« to 
cmlurk. He was only waiting for me to set sail, and 
npnoiiited me to meet him on the following evening at the 
village of La Seine, near which the corvette was lying at 
anchor.* 

On landing In France I pasaeil some days at Montpel¬ 
lier with my father, and was gratified by the satisfaction 
which my family felt at my promotion, and the pro<if of 
confidence which I received from the governmcni. Tins 
couul de Boniievall had reached Paris t^fore me. and wo 
were boih very well received by the minister, Iho marshal 
dv Coairica, and the marshal do S6gur. Each of ns re¬ 
ceived from the royal munificence a pension of xOOOfruncs 
per annum from the funds of the navy. Count de Ikiniic- 
vail was appointed major-general of the araanal of Tou- 
lun, and hopes were held out to me tliat 1 should be spee¬ 
dily promoted io the rank of colonel. 1 received with 
gratitude these encouragements, and was more parficulnrly 
flattered by the approbation given to the result of our 


* Tb« iQthor bm give* 4 lofif •ecoval of bit laor in Grc«O 0 tnd tba 
l>eei lefterv whMi lie wnU 4t Iht tina, end whieti 
been preemed. CoMidM^nf. hoveeir, ibtl fiaj 4»d tixty ytmn 

ht*4 tinM cUpae^ and ttM^ oMwIierlrM inrellen ofoM mUom htv* fiven 
VM Mmiim of Ibeif trttel* ep Is (be pr«e»t Unir, ii in«v 

mtvAlj be Mppoeed (bet (beee leiten cao eonvej bul Utile (bel mAuul 
9S« eppoer now or inteivtinf, eiW Ibe vbole escooo i of tbe n ie, 
Iberelb^ eniUrl— TVeneUter^e otfe. 
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expediiion hy M. Fieurien de Borda^ who had boon ap« 
pointed to dnw up our irwiructiotia. 

Towards the eod of Nov. 1734, niarslial de ^ur was 
pleased to entrust me with a very dcliqitc missioiii The 
preleusions of the emperor Joseph n,respcciing the open¬ 
ing of the navigation of the Scheldt, hnd excited the 
jealousy of the Dutch, whoso goodwill the cabinet of 
Vorsnillcs cultivated, in order lo coniiterbaluncc tlie naval 
power of England, if nut by an utfcciivc alliniico,liRc that 
at tile icrminatioii of the Iasi war, at least by a respectable 
arnnHl neutrality. Some troubles in Druhant, which was 
always impatient of the yoko of Austria, had furnished 
the emperor with a plausible pretext lo send a body of 
troops into that country. Umler lhi*w circumstances, tlio 
arnhitioua nolievof Ihccnhinutof Vienna, and Iho hUrignes 
of Knglana,had alarmed llio French governtnont. Tlioro 
was very imperfect infornialion at Versa illcj, reapeding 
the designs of the emperor. The ainoiinl of iho forces 
which he sent lo the J^w Conntries wns not known; it 
W(i8 prudent and necessary lo bo wcll-infomiod upon this 
siihject, but on accnnnl of clio family allianco, and tho 
slate of our cornicctioiis witli ihe court of Vienna, it would 
have boon indiscreet and dangerous to disturb by any 
striking step,lhu harmony which existed between the two 
slates. 'J'hcse motives duleriiiincd marshal do Segur to 
reconiioilrc with great secrecy the march of Uie iroopa 
wliicli Ilia imperial majcsiy had put in motion, as woll as 
the Kcvcrnl iniliiary pmparaiions, which made n great 
iioIm.* in Germany. [ waa ordqrcd to fulfil this di^cnlt 
mission, and 1 received notice of It from niy honorable 
friend ilie count de S^ur, who had parlirularly r<xom« 
nnnidcd me to hb father. 1 look the orders of the Mar¬ 
shal, who himself explained lo me his intentions verbally. 
I received no written instruciio(»s bin an iiiiiemry, whii^ 
was dictated by M. de Vaux, direclor-gcncral of the war 
def»ul. At the niomeni of tny departure the count do 
Segnr wrote mo a letter, which 1 take pleasure in inserting 
. iierc, as a proof of bis aneieat and constant frirndsbip. 

Nov, 8,) 784. 

I write one word more, my dear Dumas, to wish you a 
favotublo voyage, and to sci^ yon what yon expect, be¬ 
fore you set out Remember tliat more agreeable occu- 
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pation is reserved for yoa oa your return. Yon ask mo 
for adricc; truly I am not conceited enough to giTe you 
any. 1 slioutJ have much more reason to ask for yours. 
You know as well as I do the object of your mission, and 
you will Boon inform us of the number of troops, which 
the emperor intends to send along the Rhine, and of the 
roads which they are to take. If magazines are made 
only for UjIs passage, your stay will short, and your 
mission'easy. If thore are considerable magazines, then 
more care will be necessary to discover the objects in 
view, and giro ns such advice as may be necessary for 
the safety of Alsace. However half a word is sufficieot 
to a man like you. J)o no/ alarm wilhout nectuily^ 
but do not give warning too late. 

Yours siueerciy, 

Comr ns Szqur. 

* 

1 proceeded first to Sirasburg, where the marquis do la 
Salko, who commanded there, and whom the minister had 
informed of my mission, appointed M. Kiehl, an otficor in 
one of our German regimeius, to accompany me, and act 
as my Interpreter. 1 had reason to be well satisfied with tho 
good senso and activity of my companion. I followed the 
route wliidi had been marked out for mo. I wont by 
way of Stuttgard, Ulin, and Munich, to tho frontiers of 
Upper Austria, where 1 inspected all the roads from Tyrol 
to Saxony, which lenninatcd tlio principal towns on the 
Rhine. I returned by way of Kattisl^n, Niircmbui^, 
Frankfort, May once, and Luxembourg. Without men* 
lioning the details of my investigations and my conferences 
with the resident French minister, I confine myself to the 
following extract of the account, which 1 rendered to the 
minister on my return to Versailles:^ 

««•■•«««• army which his im¬ 
perial majesty is sending to the Low Countries, is only 
30,000 men. Of all the statements which have been sent 
to the manhal, the most accurate and the most detailed 
with respect to the effective force of the columns, is that 
of baron de Grosplag. The series of bulletins whicli I 
have transmitted to the mardial contains the documents 
which 1 have successively collected respecting the direc¬ 
tion of the columns, die march of the troops, their forma¬ 
tion, and their subsi^oce. This march ami its variations,. 
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the passage of 30.000 men through the dilferent circles of 
the empire^ are at present wcU known. The essential 

! »oiht is tile union of the two strongest columns al Cob* 
enfs. because the advantageous position of that place 
commands tlie navigation of ihe Rhine aud of the Moselle. 
Though his imperial majesty has asked of Ihe elector only 
leave for his troops to stop three days, under pretext of 
hitving lime to prepare pontoons to croee the riveri there 
is every reason to believe that a part at least of ilie army 
will be cantoned in the environs of Cobicntz. Tho for¬ 
tress of Eherenbreitmein is a point (tapptti to which the 
reinforcements and Ihe convoys are to be directed. * * * 

( have seen tlie memoir addressed to the marshal by 
count Diimoustier, minister of France, to the elector of 
I'revcs, and I have carefully weighed the judicions ob* 
sorvations which it contains. M. de Vaiix. according to 
Ihe noivs which have been comnmnicaicJ to Die, ihiulcs 
with renson, that the emperor will desire to connect tlio 
fortress of Luxembourg with Cobicnix, by ihoconrsoofthe 
Moselle, and the very broken and niouniuinous country 
of Ihe electorate of Treves. Such, in fact, must bo tho 
basis of his operalions, or at least the geiierni position of 
an army of otervation with respect to our frontier. 

•'{(it is true that wccannot guess the luriher intentions 
of Ins imperial nmjosiy,except tromthe maguxinos already 
formed, it may be said that, by every where securing the 
resources which arc found in each coutiiry, he has veiled 
his secret, and secured subsistence for a mudi more con* 
siJerable army than that of wliieh we have any know¬ 
ledge. M. Legisbfld. the intendanl-general of the impe¬ 
rial army, said at Cobleniz that he had purchased in Sna- 
bia and Franconia, sufficient com for the subsistence of an 
army of 100,000 men for two years. Is ihis any thing 
more than a political boast? 'Ilie magaaino foni^ed at 
Luxembourg, where 1,150/X)0 rations of forage have been 
collected, would partly justify the assertion of the inlend- 
ant. 

** A train of artillery and ammunition of all kinds are 
preparing at Luxembourg. 

** The marshal may perceive by the eorrespoMdence 
which he has opened with his majesty’s ministers and 
residents, how sealous they all are in aeconding hia fore¬ 
sight ” 


6* 
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All ihese precautions, as veil as the preparations com* 
menced in our arsenals, proved superfluous. The expla* 
nations given by the coixi o( Vienna dispelled the alarm 
that had been conceived. The emperor Joseph contenied 
himself with aending to the Lov Countries and the for¬ 
tresses on the Rhine, six regiments of infantry and two of 
cavalry, in all about 15,000 men. The fermentation 
which maiiifested itself in those provinces aiTorded suffi¬ 
cient grounds for these measures. 

Towards tlic end of December, after this tour, which 
was rather fatiguing, but not wholly useless to roe in a 
professional point ^ view, I resumed my usual occupa¬ 
tions; but 1 was soon agreeably diverted from them by 
projects of marriage. 1 bad b^n intimately acquainted 
for aome years, and before my departure to America, 
with the family of M. Delarue, senior of the receivers of 
revenue of the city of Paris. M. Poncet, my friend and 
comrade in the regiment of Modoc, who was allied to (he 
family, introduced roe; and Madame Delarue, a most sen¬ 
sible, accomplished, and engaging woman, had drawn me 
into her society, and treat^ me with the greatest kind¬ 
ness. M and Madame Delarue had only two children; 
a charming daughter, brought up under the eyes of hor 
mother, and who was at that time not more than ftftcen 
years of age, and a son only a year older. Julia, whom I 
hod left a child, was in all respects mature beyond her 
age, and several good matches had already been offered 
her. The fortune of the family was considerable, and 
built on a solid foundation. My moderate resources 
would scarcely allow me to venture to conceive the hope 
of so desirable an establishment Madame Delarue, prs- 
suiDing from my first success in my profession, (hat my 
tea), eneouragec and supported by honorable patrons, 
would enable me to make up by my exertions for the de¬ 
ficiency of fortune, did justice to my sentiments and my 
character iu persuading herself that my whole life would 
be devoted to the happiness of her daughter. She pleaded 
ibr na with M. Delarue; they adopted me, and 1 received 
the hand of Julia as a gift of heaven, as an anticipated re- 
fBipeDas for all the good that 1 might do during the 
wsSole coarse of my life. My father joyfully gave his 
oorwent to this happy union, and the ceremony of my 
marriage was performed on the 5th of February, 1785, by 
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the bishop of Montpelijer, in the chapel of the Royal Li¬ 
brary. 

A short time aiUr my marriage, I was appointed by the 
marshal de Castries, at first together with count da Bonne- 
val, and a her wards with captain the marquis de In Preve- 
laye, one of the most leaned and distingiiisited officers of 
the French navy, to examine and make extracts of the 
archives in the d^pbt of tho Marine, 'fhis d6p&t was at 
that time at Vemilles, under the direction of a keeper of 
tho records. There was no system of classification in ihia 
immense mass of papers. Ttw most interesting materials 
for history were mixed ond confounded with heaps of 
useless rubbish \ of letters whid), even at tho lime when 
they were written, could not have been of any value. 
This dusty accumulation of boxes, arranged according to 
the dates of tho years nnd in alphabetical order, hod been 
scrupulously preserved by tho clerks sneccssivcJv cm« 
ployed ill registering them ; and they looked on the ez* 
amujutkon which we were to make as a profanation. 

This work took about a year; only a portion is of some 
ioiportanco as regards history. The sequel of the ox- 
amiimiion affording nothing interesting, my collcaguo, tho 
marquis de la Preveinyc, was Bunmionw to Brest to 
superiulund the building of ships, atid I was directed by 
the minister to draw up a new plan for the military orga¬ 
nisation and the defence of the coloniea. 

The new task which the confidenco of the marshal de 
Castries had assigned me was mucli more important than 
that which I had just executed; 1 perceived its full extent, 
and was sensible of my insufficiency to perform it; but 
without being too much alarmed, 1 applied myself to it 
with all my might. 

In the coureo of September, 1786,1 was very agreeably 
diverted for a time uom thw occupations, by the favor 
which the minister did me by allowing me to accompany 
him and act as hie aid-de-camp on Uto visit, which the 
king made to Cherbonrg. 

They were at that time cent inning the expeniive opera¬ 
tion, which has since been found useless, or at least su¬ 
perfluous, of forming the great jetty between the two pas¬ 
sages, by a contiguous line of cones sunk to the bottom, 
and loaded with stones, fleveml of these cones had 
already been connected by throwing heapsof large sionet 
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betweea them* and thus a first basis had been obtaioed* 
and an artkfici^ reef of about 150 fathoms formed at the 
height of low water. Louis XVI* who deroted his atten¬ 
tion wiiJi very enlightened ardor to ever 7 thing that con- 
cerued the increase and the improvement of bis navy, had 
particnlarly at heart the formatioD of the port of Cher¬ 
bourg, which WAS to be one of the most giorious monu- 
menis of his reign. He desired to judge for himself of the 
state of the works* of what had already been done, and to 
encourage the undertaking with his presence. Placed on 
the piaimrm of one of the cones which were already fixed* 
the king saw the cone that was last made, towed, placed 
on the line, and sunk to the bottom. Jt was a grand sight. 
When this operation was completed, ibe king embarked 
on board the fine ship which was commanded by commo¬ 
dore Albert de Rioms, one of onr most celebrated tiaval 
olfjcers, who hud higfdy dblingn ished himself during the 
last war. The monnreh, who wus well versed in naval 
archUectiire,and who knew everything relative to the 
naval profession that can be learned by theory, examined 
the ship in every part, inierrognied the olTtcors very mi¬ 
nutely, and made the most pertinent observations Re¬ 
turning to the chief cabin, M. Albert de RioJtis asked 
Louis XVI, what should be the name of the ship, to 
which his majesty replied, ** Let it he called the Patriot, 
and this mime was Axed to the stem in the king’s pre- 
senre, who gave orders to put to sea. A signal was made 
to the squadron lo do the same ; there was a light wind 
from the S. E., the tide was beginning to run down, and 
the cnrretila carrying us out to sea, we were soon two 
leHgiios from the coast, 'fhe wind having freshened, the 
admiral represented to the king that it was time to lack, 
been use if he proceeded any farther he could not promise 
to return to Cherbourg. ** Never miitd,” said the king, 
who was much pleased with this ** we shall be well 
roevirod in some English port/’ This agreeable excur- 
tnnn dVd v\o\ ternuiwiVe liU a \i\t\e before the close of day, 
and \i was uighl when we \anded. 

Diiriijg the winter of 1797 1 was called to the council 
of war a short tune after its formation, and employed in 
matters relative lo the service of the general siafT, parti¬ 
cularly the organisation of the military divisions and the 
deierminailon of their boundaries. J was charged, under 
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the command of general marquis de Lambeft, with a)] the 
recognisances for die establishment of the troops in the 
fortresses and quarters. I had about this time obtained 
the cross of St. I/>uis by right of seniority as major, and 
some monihs afterwards I was promoted to the rank of 
colonel. Marshal de S6gur had then quitted the post of 
minister of war, and baa been succeeded by the count do 
Bricnne, brother to the prime minister, the ar^bishop of 
Sens. I coDlinued to be employed by the council of war 
in the preparation of rarious materials relative to tho 
ont^nisaiionof tho army and the drawing up of the new 
ordinances, which brought roe to a close connection with 
the count do Gnibert, reporter to the council. 1 could not 
fail to prefir greatly hy these communications with an 
officer of such distingnished merit. The count de Pny86« 
gur, one of tho principal members of the council of war, 
my real patron, guided me by his experience and his judg¬ 
ment, and assisted me by his good advice. It was he who 
recommended me to fulfil, tinder the direction of the mar¬ 
quis do Lambert, a confidential mission in Holland, the 
object of which was connected with the greatest political 
interests of that timo. For a long time past, but ospecialiy 
during the late naval war, France, cnJoavoriiig to draw 
into Us alliance the United Provinces, liad favored the 
popular party In Holland, and had not ceoacd to cxcito it 
against that of the Sladlholdcr, which was always inclined 
to servo the policy of England. The olliattco of the house 
of Orange wiih Prussia gave much strength and confidonco 
to tho party of iho Stadtholder, and threatened Franco 
with A dangerous coalition if the popular party, which it 
supported by its intrigues and its credit, haa not prevailed. 
The house of Orange persisting in seeking support in 
foreign interests, wholly opposed to those of tlic nation, 
was led to acts of violence, which offended and irritated 
the minds of the pcoplo, and brought on the rcvoliuion 
which caused Che chief magistrate of tho republic to Jose 
the power, whose limits he had exceeded. In these civil 
troubles the greater part of the armed force ^iho navy^ re¬ 
mained faithful to the house of Orange, even after its ex¬ 
pulsion; the army was divided; some of the troops threw 
themselves into the fortresses, bnt the greater part joined 
the ranks of the patriots, and followed the impulse which 
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had been given Amsterdam, and then by alt the great 
eiliea 

Such a stale of things seemed necomrily to lead to war; 
it was prudent, it was indispensable to prepare for it; for 
it might be supposed that England would not fall to seize 
the opporrunity lo revenge itself for the poverfn) assist¬ 
ance given by France to the cause of the independence of 
the English colonies, and that being sure of the interven¬ 
tion of Prumia, it would raise up a war against its rival 
on the old theatre of the Low Countries. The emperor of 
AuslriSi who was then engaged in the war egaiusi the 
Turks, which was as unfortunate as ill-conducted, could 
only send an inconsiderable force into those provinces; 
but the family compact bound him to furnish a coniingeni; 
and if France thought U necessary for its seciiriiy to send 
a boily of troops to the frontier of Holland, ho could not 
refuse lo let it pass through his territory. 

It was evidently the interest of Franco to support the 
popular party in I Holland, and to prevent tho invasion of 
the country by the Prussians. With tliis view, govern¬ 
ment aimounciMi tho formation of a camp at (livct, and 
assemblages of troops in Artois and the bishoprics. A 
great noise was made about these preparations; the prime 
minister, tho archbishop of Sena, dreaded the explosion of 
a war,which the slate of fenncniation at home should 
have made him wish for. fie fiattcred himself that threats 
would be su/ficient to support the French party in Hol¬ 
land, and thut he slmuld preserve pence without making 
any disgraceful concessions; but while ho paralysed in the 
council the efforts of his colleagues, and the ardor of the 
army and navy; while he suffered himself to be hraved 
by the English ambassador, the duke of Brunswick was 
marching to Holland at the head of a Prussian army, and 
yet France had never been in a more advantageous situa¬ 
tion to undertake a war, or had more urgent reasons for 
doing BO. 'fhe navy been placed in the most excel¬ 
lent condition since the cooclnsion of peace, under the en¬ 
lightened and prudent administration of marshal de Cas¬ 
tries; the men and oDicers were full of ardor and thirst of 
glory. The army was very fine, in admirable condition, 
and highly disciplined in all its branches. France could 
have fitted out a numerous 0eet in its porta on the ocean 
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much sooner (Imo England^ whoee sailors were then dis¬ 
persed on board iis merebautmen in remote countries. An 
army of 60,000 men might have been ready in a few weeks 
to pass the frontiers. 

]( was under these circumstances that newt was received 
at Versailles of the movements of the Prussian army, and 
that the Duke of Brunswick was certainly on the point of 
penetrating into the heart of Holland. 

The count de Saint Priest, fomicrly ambasudor to the 
Porte and minbter of state, received orders to repair to 
Ureda, to which plsce the leaders of the patriotic parly 
had roiircd, and to confer with them on their nutans of 
defence, and on the succor which France oiitfht utford 
them ill time to resist the attack of ihe Pruasnuis till it 
sliould be possible to act wiih a more powerful forco. 
Lieut.-general the mart|uisdo Loniberl, whom 1 sccom- 
panind, was sent with tlio count de Saint Priest, lo discuM 
111 this cunferonce the rniliiory queniions which would of 
course be ireaie<i of. The minislcr-plenipoteniiary tei out 
as soon as he IcA the council, before wv had roo ivod our 
instmciions. We mode all possiblo hasie lo join him. 
The Dutch commissioners, of whom the celebrated PhuIus 
was president, os plained tlie almost desperate condition 
of their friends, and gave us details of the progress of the 
invasion which were not known at Versailles, any further 
thati that the city of Utrecht had been occupied by the 
Prussians, and that prepurations wore making at Amsier- 
daiii to open tlie sluices, and lay the country under water. 
It had b^n decided that the marquis de la Fsyette should 
cmliark at Dunkirk on board a frigate, accompanied by 
some other vessels and a smalt body of troops, to throw 
hituself into Amsterdam. It was eo^ for Mr Paul ns to 
prove to us how lardy and insiitficient these measures 
were. We were com|»elled to listen to the most bitter 
reproaches^ 'Jlie Freiidi,’’ stid he, ** are useless friondi, 
aud cannot |^pcar before the Prussians, except as weak 
enemies.’* Ine count de Saint Priest replied with dignity 
to these vituperations, and endeavored to raise their hopes. 

there is still a ray of hope remaining,” added Mr. 
Pauhis, **it is in tlie defence of Amsterdam. All the 
polders between the great dykes and the lake of Haarlem 
are already ioumJaied, and the Prussians, who doubtless 
occupy the whole country, wnut approach the city, ex- 
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cept hy proceeding along the dykes on the east and on the 
vesc. It seems, after having made each great sacrifices, 
the access to the city, on these two points might be easily 
defended for a long while, in order to afford time to come 
to oar ossistanco. But it would be necessary to raise the 
courage and the confidence of the inhabitants, and above 
all, to provide for the pay of the troops who have retired 
to Aiiislcrdam, and among whom are the officers and 
gutmers of tho French artilJey, whom the king of France 
had sent to us secretly. Bnt we can now have no 
conimunicatioD widi Amsterdam, because we must pass 
through the Prussian posts.*' ^ Well,’* said the marquis 
du Lambert, ^1 will undertake »o do it, and go and judge 
for myself of the situation of ihecay,and of tho possibility 
of organising its defence.” 

This offer liaving boon accepted by the commissioners, 
and our iiaaardous enterprise upprovetl by the count de 
Saint Priest, M. de Lambert and I di^nist^ ourselves in 
tho cosrnme of Brussels merchants who were attempting 
to gut to Amsterdam for their commercial affairs. False 
passports were mado out for us, atid wo took with us 
loiters of credit for a million of francs, concealed under 
our Dutch wigs. We set out tho very same evening, 
without taking any servant; crossed the Bisboa, and 
arrived by daybroak at the right bank of the Great Meuse, 
wiicro wo found a post of Prussian imssars, who, after 
liaving examinod oiir passports, suffered us to proceed 
without smy difficulty; nor did we meet with any in pass- 
ijig through Rotterdam. We travelled unmolested and 
pretty rapidly in one of the little country chaises which 
we had hired at Rotterdam. The Orange flog was flying 
OR all the steeples, and hailed by the noisy acclamatious 
of the Stadtholder’s party. We reached Leyden at night- 
ffiil. 1'he town was illuminated, and occupied by a corps 
of Prussiau infantry, and we learnt that the head-quarters 
of the Duke of Brunswick were some miles further off, to 
the right of the road. We roet several patrols of cavalry, 
which did not attempt to stop us; but a little further on, 
at the entrance of the village, a troop of armed peasants 
obliged us to alight, and took us to the bu^master’s, 
where there was a Prussian officer, who commanded at 
that staiioDu We were very strictly interrupted; happily 
v« were not searched, but os the inhabiUmts who had 
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%m9ied us though I us rory suspicious, the officer declared 
that he should send us under a good escort to the head- 
quartera Our situation may easily be conceired. The 
marquis de Lambert vas rery well known to the Duke 
of Brunswick, having liad an audience wilh that prince 
only a sliort time before when traveiliug in PnusMi. Wa» 
however, put a good face nptni the matter, and fortune 
favored ns Among the Duldt who questioned us, there 
was a schoolmasier, who, speaking a little French, acted 
as interpreter. The selfdove of this doctor, who repeated 
word for word what he said, ^nd gave more credit to our 
assortioiis as ho translated them, relieved us from our em* 
bamssment. On his assurance our pesaports were signed, 
and we reached llearlem, v liicli was still occupied by the 

pstrioia. 

From Haarlem to Amsterdam, proceeding along the 
great dyke, we had the meh irhnly t|>ectncle of the inun* 
datinn which covered ull the polders and the magnidcenl 
gardens in the environs of the town. 

Afler oiir first conforcnce with the n»embers of the mu* 
nieipal council aikI llw chorulier ile Ternan, a French co« 
lonel. who had served in the American wnr, to whom the 
command of Amsiordam had boon entrustod, M. de Lam¬ 
bert uimI myself judged that the means of defoiKc were 
insufficient, an<l that there were no Itopea of organising a 
force, capjtble of resisting the attacks wilh which the town 
was threarened by llie Fnisslan cdunni, which must soon 
appear on the side of Haarlem, and by the other, which, 
having niarrhed hy Utrecht and along the »a«coasl, wae 
on the point of taking posseeeion of the fort and the great 
shiM% of Muiden. Thia \bA poet was the inoet im|v>r(anl; 
and as we were asanrod that li was in good condition and 
would be bravely defended, tlie marquis de Lambert was 
determined to reconnoitre it htmaeif. We therefore pro¬ 
ceeded thither on fool (ilie distance is about two miles) 
wilh some French officers, among whom was roy frieud 
Poncet, who was then aid^le-caiiip to the count de MniU 
lebois. We walked along the top of the dyke, and ob¬ 
served a frigate and two brigs, approaching the coast, 
which we were told belonged to the pafriotio party. 'Phe 
vessels, however, when they got within half>cannon shot, 
surlily hoisted the orange and commenced such a 
brisk cantionade upon ua that we were obliged to descend 
Vou 1.^9 ^ 



VLAV rOB TIB IITTASIOV Of lOLLAIH). 


U 

on the back of the dyke, in order to reach the fort This 
indication of a combined attack, the bad condition of thia 
fori, and the despondency of the weak nrriaon contained 
in it, left us no aonbt of the inutility of the last efibrta of 
the vanquished party. 

Returning to Amsterdam, we had nothing more to do than 
to distribute the peomiaryaid which the marquisde 
bert was authorised to give. We returned by way of 
Haarlem and the Hague, and before we had rejoined the 
count de Si. Priest, we heard of the capiiulation of Am* 
sierdam. The leaders of the partv, which was so injudi¬ 
ciously snd shamefuily abandoned, sougiit an asylum in 
Prance, while the Prussions completed the reinstatement 
of the Iwuse of Orange, and England triumphed without 
having fought 

The archbishop of Sons, who was already embarrassed 
by financial difficulties, which produced the resistance of 
the parliament and the first onibreakof public opinion, 
still h^iened lo prottxi the patriotic pany in Holland, and 
listenea to the proposals which were made to him to re¬ 
store it lo power. In this view, and lo giro some consis¬ 
tency to vague projects, it was resolved ihst camps of ei- 
ercise shoulfd be formed at Meis and St Omer. 

I had resumed, under the direction of the chevalier de 
Luzerne, who hod succeed^ the roarthol de Castries as 
minister of marine, ilie task of drawing up the ordinances 
for the colonies. I continued likewiae to he employed in 
rec<innoissancee and special missions by the council of 
war. The marquis de Lambert end tl>e count de Saint 
Priest instructed me to draw up secretly, in concert with 
M. Pauls, a plan for the invs^n of Holland. 

We set out on the supposition that a league of the 
northern powers against France was resolved upon; that 
England was arniing and would not let slip the opportu¬ 
nity of engaging France in a continental war; lhat in the 
sequel Holland would become the centre and the focus of 
league; that Enalaud would doable its naval force in 
its dock-yards, and form magazines in its fortresses; and 
that France ought to prevent a stona which could not be 
disMlled by negotiation. 

The stale of affairs In the interior, frr from being sn ob¬ 
stacle to the display of ouy strength, was an addirional 
motive to recover our reapect abroad and tbe reputation of 
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onr artni. This war was do ten popular than that in 
farorof the American independeDca bad been. Jl was 
ardently desired by the army, die disdpliDe of which it 
would hare stren^hened. Lastly, dnriDg the silling of 
the siates^gpneral, it could not but confirm the foyal an* 
thorily, and eilinguisi) the germs of discord, by diriding 
the attention and interest of the public between atfaiis 
abroad and those at home. Troops were collected in the 
camps of Mels and St. Omer; but there waa no aerioiu 
intention of intervening by arms in tho aflairt of HoliarMi 
Pmseia and England were left to cousolidaie their alliance, 
to take rare of the interests of Austria in (he Low Ooun* 
tries, and to observe in concert the tntcnuil events, which 
the agitation of tho minds of the people in Fmnce gave 
every reason to expect. 

I was employed as first deputy qnarter-master-nneral 
at the camp of St. Omer, commanded in chief by the 
prince of Condfi. Tfie camp consittod of about SO,000 
infantry and 4000 cavalry. I wot extremely engaged by 
divers details of the service and plans—for gnnd matKau*- 
vrvs—‘Applicable to 0»e ground. The go^ appearance 
Qtid the grcul proficiency of the troops wore remarked in 
this camp, but a relaxation of diaciplino was alao per* 
ceivpd, chiefiy among the officers, most of whom were 
(lisronlonled with the frequent changes, weary of living 
in garrisons, disgusted by the tardineas of promotion, and 
(ho cxeliiaion from higher offices, whicli were reserved 
ahiiost ctitirely for like nobility about the court. The 
excellent Prince of Condfi showed himself the friend and 
the father of tho soldier, just, kind, and easy of access, and 
worthy the affection whicli he inspired. 

After the breaking up of (he camp I returned lo Paris, 
where I resumed with M. de Lambert my ordinary 
occupaiiooa The Archbishop of Sens had quitted the 
ministry, and the count de Pttyafigur, who had succeeded 
(he count ds Brienne as mitiister of war, sent for roe; and 
M. de Guibert having resigned his poet as reporter to the 
council of war, in consequence of some unpWannt dr* 
cuiiistances at the assemhly of the nobility of his bailiwick, 
I was appointed his cttcceseor, to act as secretary to the 
cnonciL When the drawing up of the ordinances for the 
o^nisation of the services and manoeuvtee of the dif* 
* ferent branches of tbe army waa cominoed, I endeavored 
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in sereral memoin, which wore Approved by the minister, 
10 give more consistency and unity to the system of miii- 
tary adminisiraiion whidi had been too much divided. 
This task was executed with M. Qau, commissary of war, 
and afterwards councillor of state. 

The situation in which I then was, had in every respect, 
exceeded roy hopes. Doubly happy st owing it to my 
excellent patron, I formed no other wish, 1 had no other 
ambition, than to jnetify his kindness by my seel and as¬ 
siduous efforts. L was satisfied with the honorable con- 
neciioni which it procured me. I was not an object of 
envy to any one, and was equally happy in my family 
circle. I shared with honorable frierKia, formerly my 
companions in arms, hopes of a better order of things in 
the administration of public affairs, l^he approaching 
meeting of the states-general seemed to revive in France 
the empire of the laws. 1 took a lively and sincere In¬ 
terest in the discussions of which this great event was the 
aubjsec I congratukatod myself on (wing so situated as 
fully to enjoy this exalted spectacle, and to see theaUiance 
between the authority of the princes and the liberty of the 
nat ion consol ids ted t^principa iu m ei Hberta tern. It wa s 
the happiest lirao of my life. 

The (orniei Its lion of the minds of the people, and tho 
blows wliich had already been striKk against the basis of 
the ancient institntioiie, might Indeed give grounds to fore¬ 
see a general convulsion. The powerful effects of public 
opinion, accelerated by the lil>erty of iho press and the 
unseasonable use whkli had been made or arbitrary au¬ 
thority, had destroyed tlie charm and worn out the old 
eprings of government. 'Hie horison was overcast with 
clondi, and vet the security of all ranks of citisens was 
not disturbed. When I now recall to njind ibis state of 
aootety at tho time of the meeting of the states-general, I 
do not remember to have perceiv^ either distrust or dread 
of the future. Never, perhape, was the reproach of levity 
and resbnes which ham in all ages been east upon the 
French character, more merited. People talked of the 
establishment ofa new constitution of the state as an easy 
task, as a natnral event. In the intoxication of those days 
of rejoicing and hope, our eyee scarcely dwelt upon the 
obstacles whicli it would be nocessary to surmount before 
the first foundations of liberty could be laid } before thtm 
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prindplM could be eetablUhad whkdt were repugnant to 
the epiritof (hecourtftotlie priTileged ordeiie^to the great 
corponUe bodies, aud lo our ancient cuefomi. But i mail 
not forget that, in dictating theae memoir^ f hare iM>t un* 
dertaken ic write the history of my limea Materiala 
aufficient ere already prepem, or ratlwr accumulated* 
Distioguished writer* hare already drawn from thia rich 
mine; they hare compared the fact% lha aulheniicUy of 
which ia geuarallv acknowledged, with iho nlationa and 
lha depoaitioua of men of ditfereot pariiea, of didereni 
opiuioua, the eye^witiiMaea or actors in ihii tram drama* 
Sincere according to hit own infortnaiion, according to hie 
political views and hie own feelinge, eacfti of these writem 
of the history of our revolution, ptoteing iRjpartiaUiy^ 
lias prooounm hit sentetice in a powtive ntanner, aa well 
on the gonorel and particular causae, aa on the inevitable 
elTccta of these divera aveiils. I ahall not imitate thia 
boldness* and conhning itiyaslf to relating what I am oar* 
tain of having seen and heard in the situotiou ill which I 
was placed, I will say, (1 repeat it|} 

* J'Stait ItfUo ch ow 


CHAPTER IV. 


FirvtdiMgrbira la PSri^Tha UthoT July. naS—tana at lha favtlMaa 
— Fitfl Ihrmatiaa ti tha aaiioftal fwra af Pana^DiabtiWmi of lha 
F/Mch gmrS—M i ai i aa la Baws—Mamalg as Uw ooMiioiioa of tha 
army—Salanai*mM aT tha body goafd^Tha Mi and Slh aC OUob«r« 
] 7t9—Orfanlaatiaa a^tha deprtml^Tnmbla In Uia aatith^ MMoe 
la Rvrdaaut, Mtmteofca a, and Togfaoat Diaora am ployioenla— Mimice 
(a A l aaaa FHfbl af tha king, and hb arrtal at Vafanaaa—Raiuni le 
Paria—OUU al lha ^ia miad afli* tha evaat—Cavaiaod at 
Inaarradioa of tha rv^inmt of Naaaa»—Furmation of iba iral t^UOfT 
nf tha ham artillofy— Eiuisiiiaijoo af lha papoft af tba narqaia m 
BauUM^Rketiaa la tha bgialaUfa umwMj. 

Bbif« conatently employed in the council of war and 
in the cabinet of the mioiMer, I rarely left Vemihss, sod 
otorred with lively intaresr the movements and tha in- 
‘triguaa occasioned by tba sittiDga and stormy debatca of 

9 * 
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the ^ree orders, before their retmion to the legislatlee 
assembly. When Necker was dismissed from the minis¬ 
try, ihe count de Puys^r and the count de Saint Priest, 
who participated in his opinions, were obliged to retire. 
The council of war was ai first suspended, and soon after 
suppressed. I reeeived at this iloie a retiring pension. 
No member of the council was employed by roarshai 
de Broglie, to whom the affairs of tiM war department 
were confided. I went to Paris with the count de Puy- 
i6gur, and returned to Versailles to arrange the papers of 
the cnuiidi, which had been entrusted to mo. 1 was pre¬ 
sent at the memorable sittings of the Mtional assembly 
during the troubles at Paris, and heard the speeches of 
Mirabeau and (he famous address to the king for the dis¬ 
missal of the troope. I joined my friend M. de l.Ameih, 
whoee family was much alarmed on account of the acta 
of violence with which they were personally threatened. 
I had occasion to converse with Barnave, Duport, general 
de la Payette, and other members of the minority of (he 
nobility on the critical atate of affairs. In my opinion 
civil war was iiniijinent, and 1 am still of opinion that (he 
^nerous heart of Louis XVI, and his sincere affecdon for 
his people, alone hindered it from breaking out* I redirned 
to Paris on the I3(li of July with the marquis de Lambert, 
whose hotel was in tlie suburb of St. Germaioa, and as I 
was lodged in the house of my father-in-law in the Rue 
Thevenot,we parted at the Place Louis XV. 1'he aspect 
of Paris was sad and melancholy; the eventa of the pre¬ 
ceding day, (lie uaeless and ill-judged eaaay of force, the 
charges of the cavalry on the inolfensive crowd in the 
garden of the Tuileries and ort the Boulevards had irri¬ 
tated and afflicted all the well-disposed citizetia A great 
number of vagabonds, strangers to the city of Paris, who 
had poured into it since the commencement of the trou¬ 
bles. traversed the several qnarlen of the city, increasing 
their numbers by workmen who deserted their employ¬ 
ments. They had seized here aiul there all aorta of arms, 
and uttered seditious cries The |«eacaable citizens fled 
at the approach of these groups, all the houses were shut, 
and wherever these freiteiie hordes were not met with 
Ihe streets appeared deserted and uninhabited. When 1 
reached my own house in the quaner of St Denis, which 
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if one of iht most popaloas in Paris^ nreral of theoe bri* 
gands were spreading terror hj firiue guns in the air. 

It is well known tlut the scenes of disorder which took 
place at the Palais Kojrale in the Faubourg St. Antoine, 
Ac inspired the inhabitants with a welUfouiided and salu* 
ta >7 terror, awokened their soiiciliide sml that of the 
magistrates of the assembly of elocton, and gave occasion 
to the spontaneous formation of iha dvic guard. 1 weut to 
rejoin riiy &miiy, who Itad taken refuge in the Rue dee 
Vieltes Andriettes au Marais, in the house of my friend 
general PSris. 

On the following day, the Hth of July, I mounted my 
horse about sOven o’clock in the morning, to go to the 
residence of the marquis de l.<amheii, in the Rue de St 
Ouillianmc, Faubourg St. Germaine. I was stopped on 
the Pont Neuf, opposite the statue of Henry IV, to whose 
sword the new national tri^lored cockade had been 
fastened. A group of women posted before this pedestal, 
sold these cockades, and obliged all that |Mtssed by to put 
them on. Wlien I arrived at the marquis de Lambert’s, 
I leumi that he was at the hotel of the baron da E^ezenval, 
commanding the troops encamped in the Champ de Mart. 
1 immediately hastened thither and witueased the anxiety 
and irresolution of the generab and superior officers, who 
were there assembled. The duke Dnchlcelei,comtnaQder 
of the French guards, was there with some officers of hb 
regiment. Orders, I believe, had just been received from 
Versailles to raise the camp. It wot announced that a 
gn^al crowd was going to the HOiel dee Invalides. The 
porsotts belonging to the head^qnartera dispersed. My 
commander Berthier, who performed the office of chief of 
the stafT, was much einbarraaaed with hb portfolio, and 
we went together to bury it hi a grove at the further end 
of the garden. An instant aher ward aery of alarm at¬ 
tracted our atteniioD to what was passing without. We 
parted. I remounted my horse, arid as 1 was proceeding 
to the Boulevards with the intention of going 1 o the H&tel 
de Lauicth, in the Hue Noire Dame das Champs, 1 per¬ 
ceived, between the quincunxes of the Invalides, an im¬ 
mense crowd, which came by the quays It was preceded 
and led hy two men on horseback, one of whom, in a 
scarlet habit, waved a la^ yellow 1 aiopp^ aa 
* near to the railing as 1 poesibly could widtout beuig 
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mingled with the crowd. The gunoere of the Isvetidei 
etood by tbetr piecee with Ught^ matchee reedy to fire. 
The count de Sombreud, ilte governor of the hotel, weering 
hie rod ribeodj wee ttending oo the parapet to tho ri^ht of 
the iron gate, end appeared to be reedy to give the ugneL 
The crowd, which epproeched runDiDg,aeenMd to hesitete 
for a mooient, and eeverml of thoee who were nioei in 
advance turned off to the left; two or three of tbeiD came 
and took ehelier under the breaet of my horee, between 
the ditch end the quincunxee. The immenee crowd which 
impelled tho foremost nnke obliged them to throw them* 
aelvee into the ditch. 1 did not doubt but there would he 
at icaei one discharge of the guiie, but in ilie twinkling of 
au eye the ecarp was scaled, the guns abandoned, and the 
iron gale forcea open; at the same lime tlie greater part 
of the crowdi turning round die hotel, ruslied upon the 
Boulevards, and 1 hoard one of those who were upon 
horseback cry out, ^to the gate of the bakehouse! let us 
go and look for omisr* There was in fact a dvp<k of 
arms in the church of the Invalidei which was entirely 
pillsgod. The situation in whid] I was during this move* 
mont made it difficult for mo to extricate myself. 1 tiowly 
pTocved*Ki towards the Boulevards, but i already per¬ 
ceived that the people stopped the carriages and took out 
the horses, crying that tho cannon must be taken to the 
Bastile. My turn toon arrived, and 1 was exposed to 
real danger. 1 was pulled from my horse, atKl thrown 
into one of the little dWhes which werH dug between the 
trees. I quickly got up, seising the reins of my horse. 1 
spoko to the people who surrounded loe in terms that 
might persuade them that I was one of their party. Some 
of those who followed the men wiio had dismounted me, 
look my part, and lielped me to remount. I went some 
steps with them, and as the crowd proceeded to tlie gate 
of the bakehouse, 1 profited by the opportunity, and 
escaped as tul me my horse could gallop. Some cried 
al^er me,**he is a traitor! stop him!*' ^veral musket* 
shot were fired at me, but I was too far off for them to 
reach me, and I arrived at the HdCel de Lameth. I con* 
versed with my friends on the scenes which I had just wit* 
nessed, and of the terrible crisis which they annouDced, 
It was evident thst the issue would be the triumph of the 
paiiioiic party, and would conlbuiid tht projeM of ihe 
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enemies of liberty. Bni (be sight of a people in a phrensy, 
(he wishes and (he etTorfs of the well di^>oeed, mingl^ 
with acts of ufdiounded lioenlioiisness, aflhdcd all gene* 
rous hearts, embitiered the haired aitd just reaenimertt felt 
toward (he evil coiinseMora, whose prkJe aini rash resist- 
anco to public opinion had provoked (hero disordera. 
Snob, under ihcae circtimstances, were the aentinents of 
my honorable friends, who were aflerwarda ao nnhiMly 
acciMtl of liaving ploiled to cause ihis great riot (o Ware 
out, and wlio, well knowing bow to distingulA between 
the cause and the effect of tne great nalionol movenjeut, 
and «u many exceases, ao many inevitable misforfiiirts, 
thonghi only of means to reaiore order and conitdence. 
1 *hey returned to their post, laiely so dangerous, in the 
naiumal aaacnjbly, and 1 went to rejoin my family in the 
houait wlicro they had taken refuge. My presence ijuieied 
their al;irms,arid I dkl not quit them except to inform 
myself of all that was passing, and lo judge of it, by my 
own eyes. { had no other employment, no other pnblic 
duty to fnifih hut that of director-genoral of the depfit of 
mn^ and military plans. 'Phis siltiation, which had be* 
cotnc vacant by the death of M. Devaux. Iiad been given 
to me a sliorl lime before the dissolution of the council of 
war. It required me to rcskle at Versailles, and 1 was 

[ ironaring to return thither, when general Kayellc, who 
isil fK.*en appointed eoinmonder*m<hiefof the civic guard, 
ilie formation of which, at Arst sponianeous, had been pro- 
vivionaily regulated by the ossemhly of the electors of 
Paris, requested me to go end aoe him. A plan for the 
organisation of the national militia, whkh the indiscipline 
and the dissolution of ths Frendi corps rendered im|Wrm- 
tively necessary, had been proposed by Alexander I^meth 
to the committee of electom. The general ontllnes were 
diaensacd in a conference which look place at the residence 
of general IjS Payette, and at whirn Lsmeth, Damave, 
Dnport, and some other principal members of die natioDal 
assembly were present. 

Colonel Uonvion, aid^e^mp to the marquis de la 
Fayeite, and his faithful companion in arms during (he 
Atnoricsn war, being called upon by the general to under* 
take the ofliee of second in command of t^ national guard 
of Paris, positively refused at 4rst, insisting on leaving the 
difficult post to ote,for which he woa peculiarly qualified, 
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by hU ozporieoce, his firmnesr, and his tried attachment 
to the peraon of the cotnmaoder-in<hief It was neces¬ 
sary to conquer his modesty, to prove to him that by hii 
eituatioQ with respect to the geneml» be was more popu- 
lar, and therefore more likely to promote the snccets of the 
new organisation, than a superior officer, who had a few 
days before sat in the ccuncil of war, and whose patriotism 
it would be easy, under uidi circumstances, to render sus¬ 
pected. 

Satisfied with having coDciirred in Inducing the brave 
Oouvioii to this sacrifice, I pointed out aome officers of the 
army among whom were my brother Dumas de Saint 
Jdarcel, captain in the regiment of Aquitaioe, aitd my 
friend Lajard, lieutenant in the regiment of M4doc, as the 
most proper to exercise the functions of majors of division. 
Lajard was charged with those of major-general, which 
he fulfilled with a degree of zeal and judgment which 
acquired him universal esteem and confidence. 

Dim of the principal advantages of the plan of orsanlaa* 
tion of ihe national guard, was the disbaiidiug of the rrench 
gtiardi, by the dispersion and incorporation of the sixty com¬ 
panies in the sixty battalions of die national guard. This 
operation was extremely difficult on account of the relaxed 
discipline which had prevailed iuiho corps since the last trou¬ 
bles, in wliich most of the soldiers had taken part, and on 
account of Ihe rivalship, Itie pretensions, and the extrava¬ 
gant demands of Ihe subaltern officers, 'fhe serjeants of 
iho French guards reallv formed a body of well-uifornied 
officers, highly respectable for llieir goi^ conduct. 1'hey 
had acquired that influence over eoldiers which llie 
officers who were more above them, and neglected the 
details of the service, had gradually lose Many of ihein 
were very anxious for the preservation of the regiment of 
the French guards, and would not fonalu either Iheir co¬ 
lours, tlieir privileges, or tlieir barracka Higher iiitrisnee 
were mingled iu tliese warm disput^ aud yet it was 
necessary to avert this storm, which lead to a crisis, 
dangerous to the cause of liberty. I seconded M. do la 
Fayette in this diffiailt negotiation. Paris was indebted 
for its success to his firmness, his conciliatory spirit, and 
the authority of his word. It was owing likewise to the 
generous seal of Messrs. Jange and Cotlin, k^nkers, who on 
the word of the genetal advanced about XJtOOfiOO francs, 
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being the emouni of the ensne whidi wen dinrihtKed 
an^ong the French guards^ at the Rioment of their diaaolu* 
lion. 

1 continued to attend to ah tite delaila of the orgnnita- 
lion of ilie national guard of Paris. I wore their tinifortDi 
and had inscribed my onme in my aeeiion^ whrh was 
called that of Bonnenouee]le,and regularly did duty there; 
and in the sequel, when the comn»anderdn<hief and hia 
whole Btaff u^ed rue to talco my rank in tho atafT, I ac¬ 
cented the title and gratiiiioiii funciioiia of adjutant gene¬ 
ral and quarter-master, corresponding with the rank which 
1 held in the army. 

1 am not writing the history of tho reTolntion, in do- 
acrihing which so many cotrmporary authors, actors, or 
eyo wilneaies, hatro vied with each other, and wtiich so 
many others, who did not witness it, have rashly judged, 
after documents diversely Impregnated with the spirit of 
psny< 1 shall therefore not relate in chronological order 
tho immense labors of the constituent ssn^mbly, to which 
1 attunded with an ititorest that was daily increased by 
fitc public debates, and hy the confidential converstitiona 
with those of my intimate friends who took the leiiJitig 
part in them. I shall not say (for posterity alone will be 
able to JtKlge) what was the itiductien of the actors on tho 
events, and that of the power of circumstances, and of un¬ 
foreseen events on the resolutions of the actora I bring 
but a slender contribution to this mass of materials, a sin¬ 
cere tostinmny respecting the acts in which I was person¬ 
ally concerned. I must, however, aay, after all that I 
have seen, and all that I have road of the labors of the 
const itnent asMmbjy,the work of my late honorable friend, 
count Alexander de Lan>eth,is that which gives the moat 
correct idea of them. Long after this generation shall 
have twssed away, the roirit of party will cast injuriooi 
doubts on the veracity or this namiive, but the more it 
shall be compared with other documents, the m*»re will it 
be found free from every illuirion, from every artifice, and 
the more will tho asserttoDs of Alexander ie Lamefh bo 
cmdircd. 

Ill the course of the fbllowing month (August) the trou¬ 
bles excited in the city of Rouen having sudderily sus¬ 
pended the arrival of the com aent from Havre for tho 
•upply of Paris, I was aent forty M. Necker,aiid iufrdsiod 
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with full powers to restore order there, and re*opeo the 
communication which was so importaal et this crisis. 

Retiiroiog to Versailles, after havina ^sen a satUfac* 
tory account of my missioD, I resumed my duties oa dU 
Factorage neral of the war d4p6t The marquis de la Tour 
dn Pin, lieut6Qani-geueral,and one of the members of the 
minority of the nobility, was appointed minister of war. 
He honored me with his confidence. 1 was acquainted 
with his son the count de Gourentel, an mtelligeiit and 
very active man, full of seal for the good cause, whom I 
had often met at the house of our mutual fnends, Mess, de 
Laineth, and whose sister was married to the marquis de 
Lameih, the eldest of t)ie four brothers. The count de 
Gouvcrnet, (who has since become marquis de la Tour 
du Pin, peer of France and ambassador to the court of 
Sardinia) was employed with me, under the survoillaoce 
of his father, in drawing up various plans relative to the 
formation of the army, which were preseiiied by the minis- 
ter to the king, and afterwards to the naiionai assembly. 

Being detauied by these occupations, t ac.ircely ever 
left Versailles during the whole of September. 1 lodged 
in the litile Hbtel de la Guerre, in the Ruo de I^Orangerie, 
in iho apartments which had been occupied by iny pre¬ 
decessor the count de Ouibort 1 participated in the aui- 
lety which my friends felt on account of the intrigues 
which were carrying on at the palace, and the fermenta¬ 
tion which blind presumption and criminal follies could 
not fail to excite iu the capital. On both side« the ogiia- 
tors desired a crisis; those of the court rendered it inevita¬ 
ble. I was in a box at the famous entertainment given 
by the guardt-du-corpe,on the 1 st of October, in the thea¬ 
tre of the palace, and I was deeply afflicted by these mad 
provocatioiia 1 had seen too nearly the revolutionary 
movements of the month of July, to doubt the immediate 
consequences of this idle attempt to produce a coiniter-re- 
voluiion. Such a display must naturally inflame, in the 
highest degree, the fury of the populace, justify it, if it 
could be justified, divide or paralyse (he influence of the 
nation^ asaembly, and of the armed force, which might 
be opposed to it. All this happeoed a few daya after- 
warda 

Of all the oarratives of the events of the Sth and 6th of 
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October, 1799, published bj writen of both parties, that 
of the abb4 de MonlgsilUrd appeals to me in many re¬ 
jects to be one of ttM most correct I will here record, 
as an eye^vitnem, the declaration which I would have 
made, oti my honor and conscience, before a eonrt of joe* 
tke, if I had been called upon to do ao. This declaration 
is, indeed, nothing more than the journal of what V my* 
seif saw during the tweoly^four hours of the 5th and 6lh 

October ^nothing les and nothing more. 

On the 5th, about eleren in tlie morning, 1 went with 
count de Gouremet to the national anembly. The sluing 
wet not yet opened; while we were ulking m the gallery 
round ihe amphitheaire with some members, who were 
our frienda, Mirabetii came, and soid, as he pamed bv us, 
** There is a great commoiion in Paris*, they are all re* 
•olved lo inareli to Versaillea’^ Other members of the 
aoembiy spread the same newa M. de Oonremet and 
1 returned to Ihe residence of his father, the minister of 
war, to acciuaint him wiih what was pasing. 1 went also 
to Um count de Saint Priest, wlw was already informed of 
this movement. We received every hour more end more 
alarming information. Already a mob of women, who 
had come from Paris, led by one Maillard, had presented 
themselves at the bar of tlM asMnibly. The iusolence of 
this wretched madman, the vociforstions of this van¬ 
guard of the great mob, announced the most sinister de¬ 
signs TIte crowd increased in the avenue fh>iQ E^ria. 
The Tiaiional gnsrd of Versailles assembled on the parade 
before the pelace; it drew up in order of battle, with its 
left at the iron gate, the right extending in the avenue of 
Sceaux. 

About Ave o’clock we learnt that Ihe king, who was 
hunting in the Bois de Meudon, had reinmed to the pa¬ 
lace, and that Ihe national assembly, before it broke up, 
had sent a deputation to his msieety. The iron gates of 
the palace had been M. d’Esiaing, commander of 
the nerional guard of Varsaillea, bad ihcm opened to a^ 
mit the depuuikm. Tlw king likewise penniiced some of 
the women to enter, who hiA accompanied Maillsrd to 
to Ihe ssMinbly. 1 walked tbont the great court, and nw 
the gardes-du^rpe arrive, who drew up in order of bat- 
de, oat«de the iron gate, filing the avenue to Pahs A 
few minutes aft^wards ibe rMimeai of Flanders drew op 

Vo^. I.—to 
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io.s liQOf with iu right to the iron gatee, and he left ex¬ 
tending cowarde the areoue of St Cloud, opposite to ibe 
paUooal guard of Veraaillea. At eis o’clwk the minieter 
of var,accompaiued pnlf by hie kh and Dyaelf; had the 
galea opened^ aod put himeelf at the head of ihe regiment 
of Flaudera. The crowd eorered Ihe whole eouare, in 
which, howerer, we coukl walk about wiihoui difficultjr. 
All eyee wore fixed on the gnod arenue; the epeedy 
arriyal of M. de la Payette with the national guard of 
Parie wae announced. In the front of the regiment of 
Flandera I met with aereral member* of the aeeeuibly; 
amoi^g oihere Mirabeau, who Hopped for a moroeut 
Night approached, when we diatinguiehed some confuaion 
at the left of the national guard, which waa dose to the 
light of the gardee-divcorps. SsTeral rouakei^ole were 
fired ou that aide, and we were informed that M. de Sa- 
eonni^ m officer of the gaidee*du^rpa, had juat been 
dangerously wounded. Immediately after thia event, i 
saw the count d’£staing, on horaebark, past rapidlv in 
froDlof Ihe gardeeKJu<corpa from right to lert,followea by 
a troop of men and woroen, who endeavored to overtake 
him. He Iravemd close by us, the grenadier company 
of the regimem ef Flandera, and entered tho palace bv 
the iron gates of die chapel. The gardee-du-corpa fell 
back* end formed in the ereat court-yard within the iron 
galea, 'fhe regimes^ of Flaudere waa ordered to proceed 
to ite quartera, and I relumed to Ihe residence of the mU 
Dialer of war wkb M. de la Tour du Pin and hie aon. 

MeantisM the tumult continued to increase upon tho 
parade. M. de la Tour du Pin and the other miniator* 
went to the king. I remained in the C£il-de-beuf, which 
wae fuU of persona attached to the court, officers and de¬ 
puties. The couoieoanceaof all cxprcmed the most lively 
anxiety I the converaation waa io whiaperatat length, about 
eleven o'clodc at night, notice waa brought tlial Ihe heed 
ef the column of the tuitional guard of Peria waa already 
on the parade. TIm king gave orders to admit M. ds ia 
Fayette. 1 then went down with the cotiiit de Qouvemet 
to meet bixik We cromed the greet court-yard of the 
miniatarsi the garde»-du<of|ie b^ been withdrawn from 
it» and were plaoed, et we were toM, on the terrsese next 
Ihe gvdezv When we came to the ifoo gels, whkb waa 
shut, we »w M. de 4e Fayetie aamtioded by hie 
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stfttf*, and a grant oumberof grensdiOTSof th« national 
guard, who objected to hisaniaring the palaee,nnlesathe? 
were permitted to accompany him. l^ia diapule lasted 
more than half an hour, ihe general tranqnillised his 
fViendi; he told them that the honor of the national guard 
requir^ that it ahould giro to the Icing this proof of hi 
attachment and confidence; that he wsa going in their 
namo to speak the language of peace and accnriiy; that 
he had consented to march at their head, only becuuso 
such was his eoiiFtciion; that far from hindering him they 
would assist him to perform all his duties as a citizen nnd 
a faithful atibjecr. On iho other hand, M. de Goiivemot 
and myself, especially as being more known to many of 
them, seconded the efforts of the general hy the most 
pressing assurances. At length, when M. de )a Fayette 
hud persuaded hia compeniont and reccired their word, 
the gate was half opcncti, and being immediately closed, 
all piu their hartds through Ihe bars and kept hold of his, 
so that vre had great dilflcnlty in discnga^rig him. He 
was so excessively fstigtied, that we carried hiuk alm«>at 
info the apartments. Two commissioners from the com- 
mnno of Purie, delegated to aceomp.'tny tho goncrnl, ob* 
lained permission to enter with him, and the king even 
allowed them to be introduced into the council-chamber. 
As we passed through the (Eil^e-beuf, where a tnoumfttl 
silence prevailed, jim as we were going into tfie lovee* 
ntom, a knight of St. Louis, of tall stature, said in a lend 
voice, ** Rthf*ld Cromiae/// ’ l^fayette stopjwd, and 
looking at this individual, replied with composure and 
dignity, ** He would not be nere alone.** We accom* 
paniod him to Ihe door of the king’s cabinet, and waited 
in tho council •chamber with some persona bolonglng to 
the palace, for (he end of this momorahle audience. 

It is well known (aT>d this is an important fact which no 
coniempomry histori.m duly noticed) that the guard of the 
place was i»ot confided lo genera] la Payette; that far 
from making the lawe of a vain etk|nciie yield lo the 
serious state of affairs; and from ahamloning the superior 
command and the direction of all tho measures to be 
taken, to him who alone coold ensure their socoev, ho 
was merely permitted to cause the outward posts, on the 
side nbxt the city, which had formerly been held by (he 
French guard, to be oeeupied by tite nalkmal guard of 
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PatiB. The count de Luxembourg, who was on duty as 
copteiu of the guards, retained the command wilhiu the 
palace, and on ihe back part, towards the gardens. 

When we quilted the king, M. de la Fayette asked the 
count de Luxembourg, in my presence, what precaiiliona 
bad been taken on die side next the gardens He answer* 
ed that the gardes- du-corps were o^ered to protect that 
side. The general was resolved to convince hiRiself) and 
I went with him to the gallery, whence we saw the main 
body of the gardes-du-corps asaembled on the lawn. On 
leaving the palace, M. de la Fayette, with general Gou* 
vion and the otficers of hia staff, saw lo thediairihution of 
the posts which had been entrusted to him, and then re* 
paired to the national assembly, as is reported by all the 
accounts. 

About three o’clock in the rooming of the eth of Octo¬ 
ber, 1 accompanied the general to M. de Montmorin, 
minister for foreign affairs, and went to wait for him at 
hia rcsidcueo in the Hotel do Noaillcs. Certainly hecould 
not choose a residence nearer the palace, since it is not a 
hundred paces from this hotel to the iron gales of the 
cliapel. M. do la Fayette returned to his apartment, on 
the second ffooriu the HCUel do Noailles, bor ween four 
and Avo o’clock. Gouvion made his report to him on llio 
mspcciion of tlie posts, which he had just completed. He 
(old him ihut all the approaches to the palace were oecu- 

t ied; that every thing was perfectly (mnquU,snd that the 
ordeof women and barKJitti, who had come to Versailles, 
before or at the same time os the uatioual gunrd, was dis¬ 
persed. I culcred the general’s apartment; he was quite 
exhausted; some refreshment was brought him, while we 
were conversing on the events of this terrible day, and the 
measures which ho intended to take, to preserve order in 
the town of Versailles. Far from thinking of taking rest, 
M. do la Fayette was having hia hairdresaed by hia valet* 
de*cbambre. The day began to break, when 1 \e(i him 
to go and take a few motneuta’ repoee. As 1 quitted the 
room I found general Gouvioii lying down across the door¬ 
way, in order, as be said, to be ready at the first alarm. 
I have already said that I lodged In the Uttle Hdtel de la 
Guerre, in the Rue de I’Orangene. It waa broad day¬ 
light when I creased the court of the ministers from one 
gate to the other. I perceived the porter of the war de- 
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portment nt the doer of the porilirm; I vent up to him, 
end atked if he knev whal had become of the grotip of 
VQinen who had been permiiled (o enler the palnee the 
night beforehand reepocting whom general la Fayelle had 
expreseed to me eomo uneanneee. ^! will ahow you 
them,** aaid the porter, opening the door of the apartment 
preceding the audience chamber, and 1 beheld iheaa 
niiferable creatures lying pell-mell on the floor, in the 
greatest confitsion. 1 returned home, and had acnreely 
Ranged my dress when I heard a loud report of fire-arms, 
t instantly dresaed myself and returned to the palace, 
where 1 witnessed ilw scene that was passing in the 
marble court. 5^m afterwards I perceived In thu bnf« 
cony, in the midst of the royal family, general la Fayette, 
whom I had quitted acamelv an hour before. His pra- 
settce, and the august words which he communicated, 
culm^ the popular fury. He aniioiincod the king*a re« 
anliuion to eo that very day to Haris, and fix htsra^eiice 
in the palace of the Titilerios. 

Towards noon, afier having aeon the depariuro of the 
royal family, and the immense multitndo withdmw to fol¬ 
low them, f left Versailles, which was already deserted, 
atid taking the St. Cloud road, reached the lown-hall, 
some moments before the king*a arrival. Surrounded by 
a hundred members of the national aascmhiy deputed to 
accotnpany him, I>^uts XVI repaired to the great hall, 
which resounded with the most lively arul cordial accla¬ 
mations. At soon as silence was restored, he said to M. 
Bdilly, •* ( return with confidence to my people of Paris:'' 
and M the mayor repealed aloud dicse august worn, 
the qiteen mising her voice said," repeat with eonfidenee, 
M. Ha illy." Immediately afterwards Iho king and the 
royal family retired to the Tiiileriea. 

This is all that f saw, and all that I know respecting 
(he events of the fidi and 6ih of October, which, on a> 
count of the temper of the minds of the people, had ao 
much influence on the reanit of the proceedings of (Im 
national assembly. From that day, the aristocratic oopo- 
siiion of the superior cl«^, anid of the majority of the 
nobility, considered the king as a prisoner, the throne os 
overturned and vacant, all the acts uf the royal power as 
null and void, and the crowp of France de 5 >osited, as H 
were, in the hands, and under the protection of the for- 



eign armies. On the other band, a republican parly, a 
&^ion of leveliers, at first InsigoificaDt and conteropiible, 
misled the pablk miod, and brame more and more for* 
midoblc to the friends of well-regulated liberty, under the 
ipecioai pretext of combatting this opposition, and ren- 
^riiig their own violence necessary to the defence of the 
rights of the people. 

Placed between these two factions, the true patriots 
were not able to repress the excesses of one, without giv* 
ing loo much advantage lo the other, and without remain* 
ing tiiemselves dtsarn^. Such in my opinion were, and 
1 would venture to say, such are still the consequences of 
of the 5th and 6ih of O^ober, 1789. 

The irreconoileable enemies of liberty, and more parti* 
cularly those of M. de la Fayette,have &bncaied all sorts 
of plots respecting these fatal events, and being unable to 
construct one, except upon rash conjectures, they have 
satiated their vengeance and their resentment, by loading 
the general with a responsibility which he bad not in* 
curr^, and which had been refused him. After having 
rejected his guarantee, he could not be calumniated except 
by accusing him of negligence, and his enemies have suc¬ 
ceeded in accrediting, or nandinff down to poaterily a foci 
absolutely false. Forty years afterwards we have heard 
of his tranquil sleep wliile attempts were made on the 
lives of the royal family. 1 have stated sincerely, I have 
demonstrated hour by hour, how^neral la Fayette ipent 
every moment, and all his acts, fmm hie arrival at Ver¬ 
sailles, in the evening of the 5ihof October, till broad day* 
light on the 6th. Let his calumniators therefore prove 
how and when he had an opportunity to indulge in sleep. 

The invasion of part of the palace, the attack on the 
gardes-du-corps, the execrable crime committed lu tbe 
apartment of the queen, by a horde of banditti, all this has 
seemed unaccountable, except on the supposition of a pre¬ 
conceived plot, which the most interesting researches, the 
meet scrupulous judidal inquiries have twt been able to 
discover. People always persist in imagining that the 
most memorable events, wheiher fortunate or &tal, must 
have had profound motives, or mysterious causes, and 
will not allow that ftnltsof a very ordinary nature, mere 
pegligeoces, even cbatice itself, can have given occasion to 
ihie great eveota Yet hinory assures us that such is the 
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coxe, xnd we ere obliged to acknowledge It, when we acek 
for truth. I will quote on Ihia eubject the fad which hat 
aifonjed me the cicaresi idea of tl»e niaiter. 

One of the gardetKlu-eor|Mi, who couragcontdy defended 
the door of the qiieea’t apartment, die nme without doubt 
who it mentioned by the marquit de Fertit^ret in hit Me* 
moire, Miomandre de Saiiite Marie, nenliew of the abb^ 
Hauy, iius celebrated professor of natural history, had been 
severely wounded in the head. His recovery was for 
some lime despaired of. General In Fayette, being in* 
formed of his approaching cure, vent to visit him. I 
accompanied him. llie general asked him if he recollected 
what had passed before the moment when ho was attacked, 
and how the atsasins had been able to ponrtraio to her 
majesty's apartments. Tliis oflWer told us, that at day* 
break all was quiet in the garden; tliat he had placed 
himself St the window, looking on the terrace towsms the 
orangery with some of his comrades; that soon afler he 
had percotved several silabhily•dressed men, armed with 
muskets, who were looking at the windows of the palace, 
ami were advancing cownids (lie passage at the fotUof the 
marble itair-casc; that these same men had made a sign 
to others, who were further off, to follow them; that a 
greater number, coming from tlie gardens, had hoatened 
up, and had ascended to the marble staircase so rapidly, 
that his comrades, taken by surprise, had run to srmi and 
defended themselves by making a barricade of every thing 
(hoy could find; that he himself had scarcely had lime to 
enter the queen's apartments to give warning, by crying, 
"Save die queen I" and that at length the door having 
been forced by these wretches, he had been assaulted, and 
thrown down by a blow on the head. This testimony 
appeared to us to confirm what we already knew, that the 
retreat of the squadrons of the gmrdes^u^rps. which had 
pwed part of the night in the gardens, had ted free, and 
without defence, the several issues towards the farm of 
the men^rie,on the road to Saint Cyr. Yet it was there 
that vigilance waa (be meet noceseary and might have 
been the roost easily exercised by a corpa of cavalry. 
General la Fayette had been forbidden to meke any 
arrangements on that aide, while all the other posts round 
the palace were occupied by^the national guard, and the 
wltole town tnversea by patrola. This horde of villains. 
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the same which from the commencement of the troubles 
wandered aboot, and appeared in all the tumults, would 
hare been dispersed and driren into the country. Would 
it ever hare been able to hare penetrated into the gardens 
and to collect there, if the gardes dQ<orpa had remained, 
and kept a proper look ouiT 

The most fetal effects of the unhappy days of the 5th 
and 6th of October were the dirisions and the diseeniions 
whi^ broke out among the members of the majority of 
the constituent awmbly. Some of the moat illustrious 
orators, and who had taken the greatest ahare in the hrst 
resoUiiions of the assembly, withdrew, and by thus aban¬ 
doning their post, appearra to intend to stigmatise their 
own work. Others appeared too sensible to the outra¬ 
geous reproaches of the opposition, and affecting an tin- 
seasonable moderation, suffered hateful suspicions to rest 
upon the energetic and blameless men with whom they 
ought to have remained Indissolubly united. It is but loo 
true, and will always be seen in politics as in war, that itt 
good fortune everyone claims the best part of the success, 
and that in ill fortune the blame is thrown upon one man. 

1 will not hem dwell on the inirignes by which attempts 
were so oi\en made, and not without success, to excite 
discord. ! bad, and I have kept to this day, friends in 
both the sections of the patriotic party, and 1 was some¬ 
times so hnppy at to serve as mediator between them. 

It was in these stormy circumstances that che national 
guard of Paris, and its excellent commander, rendered the 
moat eminent services to the country, by preserving good 
order amidst the general agitation, it was a diSIcult 
task. The aawmMy hastenirrg to lay the foundations of 
a new constitution, was disctisring (he most important 
questions, those which affected tM fnghM, the most 
numerous, the most complicated interests, such as the 
allotment of the taxes, the alienation of churchjiroperty, 
the reform of the parliaments, fee. The most mvetente 
attacks were every day directed against privileges, abuses 
and the most deeply rooted prejudices. Public attention 
was so completely upon ilte streidi, the passions were so 
Tiolently exdted that the agents of disturbances, who 
were still very numerous, had no want either of oppor¬ 
tunity or of aliment to ii^me the minds of the people. 
The sl%htest accident caused a tumuli ki this immense 
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population^ which had becomo so resilesa, and (ho 
wrcicliea who were kepi in awe or dis[>eroed in (lie capu 
lal, left it, and comimited all kindB of excesses in tho 
country. Geiicml la Fayctle, wl)o had consianily re¬ 
fused to accept (he conmiaud of (he naliotial guards of 
(he departments, which was olfered him ou all hands, 
look, by the king's order, (he coiniuuiid of tlic en¬ 
virons of Faris, for twenty miles round, to inaiiitain llie 
police and security, which are so necessary for the supply 
of (lie capital. lu tny capacity as quarter-master-general, 
1 was directed to organise (lie nieans of a vigiUiu siijior- 
intcndunce widioul the walls, and to despatch uniors lo (he 
(roo|)s of (he line and the brigsdet of Mar6chau8sf‘o, can¬ 
toned there. 'Flicee measures had all (he sucuess that 
could be expected. 

I was employed in (he numerous details of (his corres¬ 
pondence, and continued likewise, with the tniiiisior of 
war, to draw up (lie plan, whicfi was to be laid before 
the military conmiitiec for ilie new ordinances, relative 
lo the organisation of ilie army, when the coiislitnoat 
assembly opened (lie discussions on (he fixing (he boun¬ 
daries of (lio deparlmcnts. I was consulted oa this sub¬ 
ject by liurcuu de Fusy, a member of (he assembly, who 
woH commissioned to draw up (he report, one of our most 
able engineers, and no leas disiingu^icd by his patriotic 
virl lies than IiIa lalciita As soon as tho new deirmrka- 
riou was decreed, the king tiauiod coniinissioners to 
organise each dcpiirtmcnl. I was chosi'ti for the foriuu- 
tiou of tliat of Seine and Msruo, ond went to Melun to 
join my colicngnea MM. Segrettinr and dn Tremblay. 
Tills great 0|»e rat ion, executed at the same lime in all Iho 
provinces of the kingdom, was at once (he strongest trial 
and the most evident popular saiictioti of the new system, 
introduced by (lie revolution into our laws and our man- 
ners. In truth this hottiogencoiisness of adminisirative 
and judicial forms facilitated in the sequel, under the con¬ 
sulate and the empire, (he re-esiablisliment of absolute 
power, when anarchy had completed (he corruption of 
liberty: but this new face of Prance, these material 
foundations of our liberty, luive remained unsliaken, and 
arc still the most solid guarantee of political equality, and 
of the representative form of government. 

. While the coustituent assembly was thus effacing die 
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tery last traces of the ancient reginip, and without deyia- 
tingfrom the principlesofiimlted monarchy, was enlarging 
the basis of the new institutions by oyerthroving alt obsta¬ 
cles, the opposition of the nobility and the clergy redoubted 
its etfons, rallied the discontent^, and called to its aid all 
those whose interests were affected by such great changes. 
The civil constitiiiiun of the clergy, into whi^ the patriotic 
party had been niisled by the spirit of sectariaimm and the 
inconsiderate zeal of some Jansenists, became the most 
dangerous ferment of discord and civil war. Wherever 
the priests succeeded in rousing fanatacism, which waa too 
rashly supposed to be stifled by philosophical ideas, the 
aristocracy found zealous auzllinries. The Arc was lurk¬ 
ing under the ashes; the first troubles broke out in the 
south. Some members of the assembly, especially the 
count do Laiitree, viscount do Mirabeau,aiid some others 
were engaged in tftese plots. 

The principal focus was at Montaiibnn, where several 
patriots, especially Protestants, had been massacred in a 
popular tumult. Forty others, almost all merchants and 
of the Protestant religion, were imprisoned and threatened 
with being socrifleed to the rage of the counter-revolu¬ 
tionary party. Tins event had excited the indignation of 
the city of Uordeaux, whose national guard, cncoumgcd 
by the society of friends of the constitution, had taken 
arms and marched towards Moutauban. Four thousand 
men of this guard, under the commend of M. de Courponf, 
had already advanced towards Moissac with cannon and 
ammunition. The count d*E.s|)ilrh^, I ten tenant-general 
and commander in Pengord, who resided at Moniauban, 
had under his orders the regiment of LanguedcK. and was 
making preparations for defeuco. The population of 
Toulouse was in great agitation: one of the legions of the 
national guard had taken part with the counter-revolu¬ 
tionists. The patriots, who were the most numerous in 
the other legions, supported the municipal authorities. 
The eonnC de Lautrec had been arrested and taken to the 
eapicol, where he was strictly guarded. Similar disorders 
took place at NIsmes. Vtseoutil Mirabeaii had gone to 
his regiment, which was in garrison at Perpignan, and 
was endeavoring to seduce it In this state of things I 
was directed to go to Bordeaux to lieutenant-general de 
Vertueil, who hod distinguished himself in our former 
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no leas by brilJiaDC actiona^ than by liis firm aimI 
eoncUiaiory character, and who was highly eaieciDcd in 
his province, lo whom I woa to deliver ordera lo lake the 
chiof command in tlie proviiKes of Guvenne, Perigord, and 
Upper Languedoc, and to make all iho arrangcmenis 
which he should judge proper lo check this dangerous 
explosion. I proceeded with all haste to Boiirdeanx with 
my brother-itwlaw, Delarue, aid>do<afnp to M. do la 
Fayette. 1 did not find M. de Vertiieil, who woa at his 
estate of St. Croix. After having eullected from the 
magistrates and from the most iiifiucniial persons ilie 
inforjiiation which I re<)uired, 2 did not delay u moment 
to join M. dc Vcricnil at St. Croix. I was lo command 
under him and act as chief of iho aiatf. 

I found M. de Vcdcnil dangerously ill, and was intro> 
dticed to him by his son. a captain in tlie regiment of 
PictliMonL I delivered to him live king^a orders and iho 
mstrnciiona from tlvc minitier, and explained lo him the 
object of my mission und llic siiualion of the city of Hor« 
deonx, where extreme fermcniution prevailed. They 
were preparing for live dopariuro of the naiiorial guard. 
1'ho worthy old man, who appeared lo me very calm, re* 
ceived me kindly, listened lo me with adention, and said, 
some momenis afterwarda,»It is nothing, my dear colo¬ 
nel; with a corporal and four men I will undertake to 
sottir all this.’^ He put tlie despalchoi under his pillow, 
and invited me lo rest myself. 1 left die spariment with 
ilia son, who seeing, like myself,that it was impoasibls his 
father should fulfil the mifsion of the government, seised 
a favorable moment and brought me Iwck the dt^olches 
wfiidi i had delivered to the general. 1 immediately 
solved lo proceed to Motssac and lo present myself to ths 
army of Bordeaux as furnished with full powen, and 
witlioui speaking of M. de Vsrteuil,wbo died a few days 
afterwards. 

1 was very well received at Moiasac by M. de Coiirpont 
and ali his officers. I had iu my hands Ihe king’s ordeit, 
which nobody thought of desiring to read. All loudly 
demanded to march to Montauban: I had much trouble 
lo persnade them to let me go alone and to wait (or the 
orders which I would speedily send them. They Insisted 
Oft giving DM a strong escort of cavalry. I refused, and 
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potitiTely ordered M. de Courpont not to permit a single 
man of his troops to pass the line of outpoMs which 1 pre¬ 
scribed. 

On arriring at Montauban, I repaired to the count 
d’EspIrb^. I acquainted him with the intentions of the 
king, rhe state in which I had left M. de Veneuil^and 
the uselessness of the arrangeroeiits which he had made. 
1 endeavored to persuade him to retire to his country-seat 
some leagues from Montauban, taking oo myself all the 
responsibility of events. 1 liad the i^ood fortune to induce 
him to yield to my persuasions^ and thus I removed the 
drst and the greatest obstacles to my projects of pacifi¬ 
cation. 

I immediatelv caused (he municipal council to be assom- 
blod; 1 required that all the persons committed to prison 
should be delivered up to me. i soon perceived the em- 
bsrnissmeut of die leaders; the had intentions of some, 
and the underhand intrigues of the connler-revolutionists 
who hud excited the iusurrection. A great number of 
furious fanatics surrounded the prison, ami demanded with 
loud cries (hat the victims who had escaped them should 
bo delivered up. I could not venture to employ the 
armed force, the regiment of Languedoc, without running 
the risk of occasioning a tumult which would have en¬ 
dangered the lives of the prisoners and have certainly kin¬ 
dled a civil war, on account of the proximity of the army 
of Bordeaux, which nothing could have kept in awe. The 
families of the unhappy prisoners came and threw them¬ 
selves nt my feet I advised them, in cose I should be 
able to deliver up the prisoners, to keep them in their 
houses, and not let any of them go to take refuge in the 
camp of the Bordelaia I ordered the regiment to its bar¬ 
racks at the extremity of the faubou^ of Villa Bourbon, 
and ordered the municipality to accompany roe to the pri- 
- 0011 , which wns opposite a church. A soon as I appeared 
in tile midst of the crowd, profound silence prevailed. I 
myself published, in the name of the national assembly 
and of the king, the order to deliver up (he prisoners to 
me. I harmngu^ the people, and excited pity: I adjured 
the priests to give me their anistance, and showed the 
dangers which threaieued the town, and the firm resolu¬ 
tion of the oatiorud assembly to repiess these seditious 
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moTem«nts, and to avert from iliii fine coimtr^ and this 
indiifltrious city the calamilics of war, which ill^iUpoaod 
persons, tlic only enemies of the people, desired to kindle. 

Icnmedlatcly taking advantage of the impression which 
! had made, I caused alt the nriaoners to quit the prison 
one hy one, each accoropanieo to hU own house by the 
municipal officers, and without any other escort. Tliit 
operation took nearly two hours. The majority of well* 
disposed persons declared their sentiments by acclamalions, 
end I was condtictcd to my residence with every mark of 

C iubtic satisfaction. During the night ! sent for some 
leads of faniiliei who were pointed out to me as having 
the most iiidueucc. f repealed lo them my rccommenda* 
tion to prcveiii all comrnunicatioii with the Rordcisis, and 
yet, notwithstanding my ininnetions, some of the youngest 
of the prisaivers who had been released, wheiner they 
were friglueikod and apprehended being ngain arrested, or 
niiinjntod hy a spirit of revenge, hastened to Moisssc, to 
join the anny of llordcanx, which ll>oy excited to march 
against Montanban. On the following day some other 
young men of the Hordeniix army ventured to como to 
Monniiih.m One of them, having bcrii recognised, was 
seized hy some violent persons, and it was with great 
diflicnity that he was delivered from them and conducted 
lo the court of justice, siinated near the bridge over the 
Tarn, The people assembled tiimullnously, and wantod 
to tear him from this asylum; I ioimediaKely hastened 
to the spot with my hrothor«iii*law, wlio was my aid-de- 
camp. We employed all our efforts to calm the people, 
and make them sensible of ilie consequences of this viola¬ 
tion of the law. 1 thought 1 had succeeded, and passed 
through the crowd, holding the young man by the arm, to 
lead him across the bridge end make him set out before 
mo for Moissac; but when I had reached the middle of the 
bridge,a number of these wretches pressed about ns utter¬ 
ing cries of vengeance. I took the y<Ming man in my 
arms, and holding him fast, endeavorcti to open a pas¬ 
sage. Some worthy citiaent tried lo assist us, while the 
seditious, throwing them down to get to us, cried, ‘^Tlirow 
them all three into the river 1** In this manner we crossed 
the bridge. As I was entering the subiirh, a postilion 
despatched by M.de Courpont, Xne commander of the army 
of Bordeaux, galloped up to^me and delivered a parcel. 
Vqu I.—11 
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This attracted attention. I took the letter^ opened it im- 
inediatelyt glancing orer the firet tinea, i saw that it 
acquainted xno with the fennentation which the arrit^l of 
the prieonen had excited amottg the troopa. 1 did not 
hesitate to read this despatch aloud, but In a sense quite 
contrary to its real contents. That is to say, I published 
In a loud voice congratulations, assurances ^ peace, and 
of fraternity. This amioiincement was received with 
applause, and I Cook advantage of this sudden change in 
the temper of the people to release my prisoner, sikI send 
him to the barracks at the extremity of I he suburb, escorted 
only by my aid*de-cnmp Delaruo. I then despatched the 
latter to Moissac to announce that tranquillity was per¬ 
fectly restored at Moiilauban, and that I sent back the 
young man wbo had got himself into trouble. I1ic Bor¬ 
delais withdrew on the following day, and returned to 
Bordeaux. 

A fow days aOerwards I received the answer of the 
minister, mid letters patent investing me with the com¬ 
mand of the three pnivinces. 1 immediately repaired to 
Toulouse, and alighted at the Capitol where M. do I^ttlrco 
was strictly guarded, atid threatened by a crowd assem¬ 
bled in the siinare, who dcniaiuJeil hit head. This re¬ 
spectable old man was composed, atid his daughter sup* 

S iorted him in her arms. She almost threw herself at roy 
bet. The municipality were assembled. I announced 
the orders of the king and the decree of the national assem¬ 
bly, wliich summoned M. de Laulrec to Paris. 1 said 
that I was going to send him away, and that he was to 
bo escorted by the national guard. , The day passed amidst 
great agitation. I was informed that M. do Oarac, a 
general otTiecr, was on the foUe vingday to put himself 
at the head of the party of the oalional gttard, which was 
entirely devoted to the members of the ancient parliament, 
in order to carry otT M. de Laiitrcc by forte, and that a 
great number of the inhabitants of the country was to en¬ 
ter the town and assist him in executing this coup-de-main. 
On the other hand some companifs of the national guard, 
In which there were many Prore.stants, were preparing to 
take arms. The latter were excited by the preaching of 
Jean Uon Baint Andr4,one of their ruost Induential minis¬ 
ters. I sent for M. de Clarac, inviting him to come to me. 
I represented to him the folly and temerity of his enter- 
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pHw, and the immiiioiit danger to which he exposed his 
frieiid M. de Lautrec, and acquainted him with the mea* 
surcs I liad adopted, and induced him fo rcnoimcc lua 
plans. He gave me his word o( honor and left the town. 
Ill the morning [ made iIm national guard lake arms, and 
did not leave M. de Lanirec till I had seen him put into 
a carriage and had provided for his safely. Hie minister 
Jean lion Saint Andr6 came to mu and required mo to 
make the patriots easy by dissolving the parliametilury 
legion, mui causing the olHccr whom he pointed out to 
me to be arrested. I had much more dilDcnliy in quieting 
this violent man than 1 liad had with M.dcClarac. ** It is 
the day of vengeance.*’ said he, *^foT which we liavc been 
waiting above a hundred years.” 

I had scarcely allayed tlicao troubles and re-csiablislted 
order at Toiilonse, when I rcccivetl mtclligcnco of ilte 
masaaercs which had taken place at Nhnes, nnd orders to 
repair to that city as soon us ptasihlo. 1 did not lose a 
moment. AtCsstcl Nuudury I met viscoinudu Mimbeau, 
who was returning from I’erpignan to Totilinise nhor hav* 
ing failed in his enterprise. I informed him of all that 
had just passed, and told him that happily all llie threads 
were broken, that his friend M. du l^nirec, lo whoso 
;n>Histaiicc ho was doubtless coming, was released and on 
bis way to Ports. Hu himself proceeded imnuMJiately to 
tfiat diy, without pacing through Tonlonsc. 

Oil .irrivingat Montpellier, at my father’s, 1 teamed tlinl 
the trottbles at Ninies were allayed, and iliui iny presence 
tlH'ru would lie superBuous. I was nut, however, able to 
lake mors than a few hours* repose in the bosom of my 
fiimily, being overtaken by an cxpnias from ilio munici¬ 
pal iiy of Toulouse, wl»o urged me to return, on account of 
I lie new explosion with which (he city was threatened. 
1 lliererore turned back with the same expcrliiioii (!»at I 
quitted that city. At Narbonne I had a singular tnoctiog. 
A lady carefully vcilufl,and alone in a liltio cabrio!c(, was 
going the same road a.i myself,and insrslod that the horses 
should be put to her carriage before mine. I went up to 
(ell her (he motive of my refnsahand to excuse myself for 
not showing her such a trifling civility; U was Madaino 
Dtisaillant, the sister of M. de Mimlwau, who had left 
Paris in this manner, and woj hastening after the viscount, 
.her brother, whom she had not met with at Pcrjngimu. 
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The fean of the tnuoicipatit7orToulou9e had no other 
foundation than false bravadoea of Ihe couiiler'revolu- 
tionisfs; it was the swell after the storm. I stopped only 
two days, and returned to Montauban^ tho mayor of 
which town had been summoned by the national assem- 
bly, to give ati account of his conduct. In short, all the 
troubles having been put sn end to, I asked, and obtained 
permission to return to Paris by the time of the federa« 
tioii, at which, however, 1 was prevented from being pre¬ 
sent by a violent quinsy, produced by excessive fatigue 
during the mission vvhu^ I hud just sccompllslied. 

A sfkort time afterwards I was snenmoned lo the mili¬ 
tary committee of tho national assembly, to disettss before 
gcnerul oIRcors of oil orins, and officers of engineers and 
artillery, tho great question of the union of the engineers 
and the artillery, and that of the composition of the corps of 
the stafT, Olid the functions which ought to be assigned to 
it during peace and during war. My opinion differed 
from that of the engineer d'A rcon, one ot the most dis- 
tingnishod and learned officers ot the engineers. Bntd'Ar- 
con ill vain endeavored to infrotluce the system which ho 
^d longiiMsdilatcd: that of the format ion of a special corps 
of I ho stair, and tho respective litnilalion of the diverNO 
atiribniions of three corps prcvnilod. I was also em¬ 
ployed by Hie uiiliury committee in various matters 
relative to the new formation of the anny, which was 
then decided, according lo the excellent report, m^ulo to 
ihu natiniml iissembly liy Alexander Lameth. 1'he pri¬ 
mary osscniblica having l>cen formed for the election of 
jnsliccs of the peace and other public officers, 1 was 
elected president of that of the arroudissecuenl of Corbeif, 
in the department of Seine an<l (9ise. 

This siinnitnmH>U8 formation of the primary assemblies 
confirmed public spirit, and regulated its movements, 
pniting into practice the principles and theories of consti¬ 
tutional government, and gave to all the classes of citizens 
a sense of the advantages of politkai equality. If tho 
constitnent assembly thereby acquired more strength and 
aiuhority, the euemies of the new order of ihings were 
the more ardent in impeding, by all sorts of intrigues snd 
audacious attempts, the success of the great work which 
was already nearly consnrantated. They endeavored to 
renew in Alsace, with greater resources, the plots which 
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had already been defeated tn the aouth. In the month of 
February, 1791, a considerable number of emigraute, 
asaernbl^ at OtTeiihurgh, on the right bank of (he Kiiinoi 
whirher the cardinal de Rohan, late bialiop of Strasbourg, 
had retired, had succeeded in agitating tho departments of 
the east Tlie difference of opinion respecting the citri) 
constitution of the clergy hod served as a pretext, and 
powerfully favored the political hitrigtte which tended to 
nothing less than to sepamie Alsace, by delivering the 
frontier fortresses of Huiungen snd Landau to the counter- 
revolutionists, and they perhaps flattered themselves with 
making themselves masters of Strasbourg, tho command 
of which was entrusted to M. do Klinglin, and wlu're the 
clergy and Che monks had procured them many friends 
and secret correspondents. These intrigues and projects 
were connected wiili that of carrying off tho kitig and 
caking him lo Mets. The manpiis de l)oniU6, who had 
tho chief command in the provinces of Atsacoand Lor¬ 
raine, was probably no stranger to these dangerous 
manoiuvros, tlie aucrcss of which would have kindled 
civil war, and certainly have brought foreign arttijps into 
the heart of Franco. These considerations induced the 
resolution of the national assembly to send commissioners 
of the king, invested with full powers, lo Alsace, and tho 
departments of the Upper and Lower Rhine. I was 
ap|H>inted president of this comuiission M. H6rauJC de 
Scchuiies, mrmerly advocate general in the parliamutit of 
Paris, and M. Foissey, atiomey general lo tlie parliament 
of Nancy, composed with me this commission. Before 
my deparhire from Paris, general la Fayette, made easy 
by his correspondence with M. de Bouill6, told mo tliat 
the latter would not fail to support, by Ihe weight of his 
authority, the operations of the commission. M. do 
Bouill6 was then at Strasbourg; as soon as he was In¬ 
formed of the nomination of tlie commissioners, he re¬ 
turned to Metz. On my arrival at Nancy with El^rault 
do Sechelles to join our colleague M. Foissey, I there mot 
with an officer of the staff of M. de Bouill6. This was 
M. Desoteux, my old friend and comrade In America, the 
nme who a shoittimeafferwsrdseniigratod with his gene¬ 
ral, and was in the sequel one of the chiefs of La Vendee, 
under tlie name of Comartiu. The reproaches which he 
made me for my political conduct, the warmth with which 
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be urged me not to implicate myseif any furthei in the 
mission which woe entrusted to all that he said of 
the loyal intentions of M. do BouiUfe, left me no doubt of 
the views of that general. I wrote to him to invite him» 
for the sake of the public peace^ to come to Strasbourg^ 
in order to support oy his prcseoce, and by the influence 
of the niiUtary authority, the measures which the com*' 
missiouers might have to take od occasions of difiicully. 
1 gave my letter to Dcsoteux, end continued my journey 
with my colleagues. M. de Boiuli4 returned me no 
answer, remain^ at Metz, and contented himself with 
giving some ostensible matruciions lo M. de Klinglin. 

The arrival of the king^s commissioners encouraged the 
constitutional party, at the head of which were M. de 
Dietrich, mayor of Strasbourg, and the most distinguished 
eitisens of that city, where the purest and most prudent 
patriotism has always contended against extreme parties. 
Wo were rccoived with much politeness by M. de Kling* 
liji; he acceded to all onr demands, when it was necessary 
to employ the troops, and the ezerliuns of the superior 
military police, but it was alwaye with a cold reserve, 
through which it was easy to see his opinions and hii 
vexation. We summoned tho priests of the several pa* 
risiies to appear before the commissioners, and [ entrusted 
them to employ their njinistry in qiiieiiog the people’s 
minds. I was at least satisfied with their suhniisMon, and 
some of them aiucercly supported us. 1 pursued rigo* 
rously the monks of all dwriptions, who hawked about 
the pastoipl letters of tho archbi^iop and ihs proclamations 
of the emigrants. I caused them lo be arrested and 
searched on the roads by patrols of gens‘d*armea, atid 
they were tlten taken ba^ to their couventa This vigi¬ 
lance sufficed to intercept and break off the correspond- 
eoce with the other side of the Rhine, and we had uo 
occasion to exercise any other act of itcveriiy. Duly one 
community in Strasbourg, that of the RecoUets, resolved to 
evacuate its convent, and marched in procesuon towards 
the bridge over ibe Rhine, preceded by the crucifixes, 
wit id I were borne reversed. H^y were conducted back 
to Iheir convettt, with orders not to leave it. 1 sent for 
the superior, a Mosible mao, and mceeeded in conviocing 
him, t^t after this fanatic ad of suboimioii to his ancient 
bisdmp, be ought to submit to the law of hie country. 
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Meatitime more serioiu disturbaiKe had broken out at 
Coliuar, (he capilulof the deparlmentof the Upper Rhine. 
The prieeu who had not uken ifio oath, and tho monks, 
had drawn together a considerable number of ma Icon tents, 
and tho viscount de Mirabeau, cslled Mirabeaii Tonneau, 
who had quilted the assembly and ded to OfTunbourg, 
where he was forming a legion, had just introduced a 
troop of these banditu into Colmar. The prince de Rrog- 
lie and the advocate Renbell, deputies for Alsace, with 
whom I corresponded, urged us to go as soon si possible 
to Colmar, to give confidence to the patriots and prevent 
an explosion. I repaired thither with my two colleagues. 
We had scarcely alighted at an inn in the squnre, when 
u considerable crowd came by three streets at once, voci- 
fefaihig, ^<down with the Jacobiiis I down with the com¬ 
missioners)” and threatened to attack the few national 
guards who were before tho door of the inn. I immedi¬ 
ately resolved to have til the windows lighted up, end 
hiviicO my collosgiies to show themselves with ms, at the 
window of the apartment which we occupied. There 
was a moment’s silence. 1 addressed a few words to 
this riotous populace, speaking hi the name of tho king, 
and of the assembly. My colleagues seconded mo. The 
iiaiioiia) guard remained firm, and kept olT for some mo¬ 
ments the most violent of ihe mob, who attempted to force 
their way into the house. Some voice cried, ** fire at 
them I fire at ihem!” McanlioH^ tlic national guard was 
asseniblitig, when suddenly a troop of Watermen of the 
island, armed with their boat-hooks, and led by one of 
their principal men, named Stock mayor, advanced through 
the street towards the suburb on \ho road to Mulhousen, 
and fell upon the mob, which was dbperaed in a moment 
We were released from danger, and the magistrates look 
without opposition *111 the measures which were necessary 
to preserve public tranquillity. 'J'he brave Stockmayer 
received our thanks and the congninlaiions of his fellow- 
ciiisens. *J*he banditti, who had already taken the name 
of Company of Artois, left the city and did not again show 
iheroielvea. We returned to Strasbourg, where general 
Kellermann soon arrived, to take command of tl»e troop# 
JO Ills two deparlmenla. His Annnem and pstriotiKD 
Jicu I rallied the influence of the governor of Strasbourg, 
and gave coofidetice to those of the other forireraee. 1 
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wai infonned that parleys between the superior officers 
of the ganison of Landau and the emigrants cantoned at 
Worma, gave reason to apprehend that that important place 
would be delivered to the enemy. 1 went thither with 
general Kelterniann» and in the very night of our arrlTal 
these superior officers and a great many others emigrated. 
The general went with me to the Soaely of Friends of 
the Consiitniion; we encouraged the parly of the patriots, 
and order was completely restored General Kellermann 
convinced himself of the fidelity of the officers who had 
remaiticd; lliat of the subalterns and privates was never 
doubtful. 

The same alarms and the same results took place at 
HUningen. I had with me on these excursions young 
Desaix, then lieutenant in a regiment of infantry in garri¬ 
son at Strasbourg, lie had ottered to serve as iny aid-de- 
camp, with my brother-in-law Delarue. Desaix was itui- 
cnatoly cotiiiecied with my family; his character, his devo¬ 
tion to the cause of liberty, his good understanding had 
induced me to receive him, and ho never ceased to give 
me proofs of gratitude and friendship till the very day, 
when, after having distinguished hiniwlf by his rare niili- 
tary laloiits and great services, tie fell gloriously on the 
field of Marengo, and was taken from France when de¬ 
ciding the victory, 

The mission of the king's comirussionen in Alsace lasted 
nearly four months. On my return to Paris, aHer having 
given an account of niy conduct to the minister, I had 
spent some days at my country-house of Soisy-sons-Eti- 
oles, when 1 received by an express, sent to me by niy 
friends, the very unexpccfcit news of the departure of the 
king. I hastened to Paris ; it was soon learnt there that 
the king had been stopped at Varennea, and that they 
were bringing him bock to the capital. I was summoned 
to a COIInnii tee of the principul members of the national 
assembly, where 1 met the marshal de Rodianiheau. The 
measures to be adopted under lliese circumstances were 
diKussed. The assembly, unanimous on this occasion to 
maintain the monarchical principle itmJ the respect due to 
the royal family, decreed that three comniissiooers, mem¬ 
bers of the assembly, should go to meet the king to pro¬ 
vide for his safety, and that a anperior officer should 
accompany tltem and take, till Ute return of the king to 
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•Parii, theftommand of all the troopa, which it wa9 foreseco 
'woiiiil collect on the road by which he passed. Uy the 
sanio decree 1 was appouiiedtothis command* The three 
commissioners were Messrs. Oaruave, Pdtiou^and La tour 
Maiibourg. 

Though fully convinced that the task imposed upon me 
was the duty Iwih of a good cilisen and of a loyal subject, 
I had at £r$l much difficulty in sacrificing to the good of 
my country and to the safety of the royal family, the 
r(*pugiiance which I felt for this painful miaiion. 1 accept* 
cd it uidy on I fie entreaties of ilio most distinguished mem¬ 
bers, both of tlio majority and minority of this assembly } 
1 was cs|>ecia]|y deckled hy the advice of the chevalier de 
<*oigny, one of the most devoted nnd most faithful servauta 
of cite king, and chut of ihcarclibUliopof Bourges, brother 
of iny Ilononible friend the count do Puys6gur. 

On the 2Lkl of June, at 2 o’clock in the morning, the 
three connnis^iouers and myself took the road to Cliftlous* 
^iu^•M:l^llo. and tmvciled with all spcod, not slopping till 
we perceived, between Clistcait Tiiiorryand Clifilojis, two 
leagues beyond Dormans, tlie carriages of tlicir inajoslics, 
escorted hy national guards un fool and on horseback. The 
laltor had taken at Cliilotis the horses belonging to the 
gardos*du<orps who were in garrison there. Tho first 
carriage was a berlin, in which wero tho king, the queen, 
the daupfiin, the princess royal, tlio princess EH^mbotli, 
und Madnniu do 1'ouracl, governess of tho children of 
Kranoe. In the second carriage were two ladies in tho 
(jin^cn's service. Three gdrdcs^]u*cor{is, in the dress of 
coiiriem and wearing a yellow livery, were on tlio box of 
the bcrllM. 

The instant wc alighted, the carriages were stopped at 
the foot of a small eniinence near the leA bank of the 
Marne: Iwth the doors of the bcrlin were open: a tuniul- 
tuons crowd surmnnded the carriage, but on being in¬ 
formed ifmt wc were commissiouers of the assembly they 
gave place. 

On gouig up to the carriage, I stood at tho side of 
Boriiave, wf»o presented to tlie king the decree of the 
assembly. Ills majesty read it aloud, and said, ** Gentle- 
men, 1 am very happy to see yon. I did not wish to leave 
my kingdom. I was going to Montmbdy, and was to 
remain there till I might have examioed and freely ac- 
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ceptftd Ili6 new eonstitntioo/* Bamave said to me, in aiv 
undeMone* “ If the king remembers to repeat the same ^ 
thing we shall safe him.” I was close to the princess 
Elizabeth, who occupied the back seat of the carriage, 
opposite to the king. Joying Iter hand oti my arm, she 
said, We are very glad, M. Dumas, that you have been 
charged with ibis commission. Wo would reconmiend 
to your care the three persons who accompany us: watch 
over thorn, that they be not separated from us.” 

Meantime Barnave had mounted the coach-box: a 
profound silence prevailed, and he proclaimed the decree 
of the assembly, twice repeating that [ was charged with 
the command of tho escort, ond was to bo obeyed. Bar* 
nave and Potion, oher repealed hmiations from their 
majesties, both took their souls in the berlin, which thus 
conlaiiicd eight persons in^de. Tlie three gardcs-diKorps 
or couriers iiioimtetl the coach-box. Latour Maubourg 
got into the socotid carriage, and 1 mounted my horse. 1 
tried to otTect something like order ariioug tho naliouat 
guard and tho mullitudo,sonic with anus and some with- 
out amounting to about two thousand persons, and wo 
set out at a walking pace, as tho infaulry, who preceded 
us and covered tho road, did not permit us lo proceed fnstor. 

Night approached : tho crowd pressed round the king’s 
carriage, and the postilions found it dilTicult to advance. 1 
observed much confusion,and heard very animated conver¬ 
sation. 1 alighted, and walked at the head of tlio Imrscs, in 
order to clear the way. At thig momciii a man in the uni¬ 
form of the national guard, and whom [ did not recognise at 
first, enmo np to me, and said, iu a whisper, I am Eve- 
rard, formerly valetHJe-chaiiibru to M. dc S^ur in Ame¬ 
rica;” and ho added, *Mhese people who have come from 
ReioM distrust they think of doing you some mis- 
chiefr they say tM^tull6 is coming along the other side 
of the Marne to lifry otf the king.” Almost at the same 
moment Latour Maubourg stepf^ out of the second car¬ 
riage, and placed himself by my side. He had heard some 
threatening speeches; thus we proceeded till within one 
league of Dormans, whither I had already sent a messen¬ 
ger to direct the mayor to prepare apartments at ihe post- 
office for the royal family. I gave orders to halt in a 
valley, where the road is crossed by a small river. I com- 
aniiaed silence, ood declar^ that iu consequence of the 
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information vhich I had roceircd^and to prevent any sun 
^rise during the night, the royal family would slop at 
•Dormans, where several baitalioiis of the national guard of 
the environs were assembling; that in order to cover ihe 
king^s quarters, I was going to have a position taken 
behind ihe stream; that only a part of the escort would 
accompany the carriage to Dormans, and that all the rest 
was going to form a bivouac, and to light fires in as good 
order as possible. These arraii^raents allayed the fer¬ 
mentation; veterans who had iiniied with roe, assisted me 
in earring them into effect. Wo arrived quietly at Dor¬ 
mans at half-past nino in (he evening. This small town 
was already illuminated: titc municipal authority had 
performed its duty, (ho lodgings were prepared, end (ho 
royal family quartered in iliem. An apart ment had been 
reserved for the conniiiseioiicrs and myself, close to those 
of their majesties. 1 had the herlin placed in the centre of 
the court-yard of the inu, the doors locked, and the keys 
sent to the queen. I placed by the carrioga four sentinels 
of t)ic national guard of Dormans, for whom in concert 
with Ihe mayor 1 had reserved the post of honor. 'J'hese 
sentinels were not relieved during the night; I ordered my 
aid-df<an>p Dclaruo to look alter them, and prohibited 
their letting any person but himself approach the carriage. 
I immediately sent niy brother-in-law to receive the orders 
of the queen, and to luko to her himself every thing which 
she might wish for. These precautions were necessary to 
prevent curiosity. Ttic queen raiurncd the keys of the 
carriage to M. Dclaruc, and told him to bring her a casket 
and some ocher srticles. My hrolhordn-law executed his 
commiaMoii without mystery: had another medium been 
employed, suspicion would doubtless have been excited. 
The crowd assembled in front of the inn, keeping a respect¬ 
ful silence, and not losing sight of the carriage. 

supper, the king politely sent usa bottle of histokay. 
I passed the whole of the night in traversing the town, 
directing the patrols in the environs, reconnoitring, and 
placing battalions of Ihe national guard, who, long before 
the break of day Hocked in from all parta I sent word 
to those whom 1 had left as a rear-nard, a league from 
Dormans, that every thing was ptrMtIy quiet, and that 
the king would set out early, escorted by numerous de¬ 
tachments of national guards. * In fact, after having taken 
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hit majesty’! orders, we aetont again on the 84th of June, 
at seren o’clock in the morning. 

1 hare already obterred, that the town of Dormant' 
was full of national guards to the number of at leaeC 
10,000. I had them dnwn up on the right and left of 
the road to Paria. The carriag^ fkaated dowty between 
the two lines; the Iroopa presented armr, the king was 
niuied by lowering the cokturs, and complimented by 
•ereral municipaliliet who had accompanied these bat- 
laliona 

Sajithed with Ibis temper of the minds of the people, I 
flolteil myself that I should l>e able to continne our jour* 
ney rapidly, and wlihout embarnuBmeni, but all these 
national guards persisted in following the king’s car* 
ruige, to eaeori hint, as they all nid, as far as Paris. I 
in vain endeavored to leave behind me this army, which 
increased every moment lit this manner we arrived at 
Chtteau Thierry, when f saw M. Gamier, an officer of 
casalry, whom 1 had known in Plandora, como to meet 
me. Ho brouglu with him a very fine squodron of the 
national guard of Soissons. 1 hastened to explain to him 
the omburraasing positioi] in which I woa, and the service 
which he could render by stopping, at the foot of the 
mountain of Ghitoau Thierry, this mass of infantry while 
we were changing hones. 'Hie crowding of the national 
guards and of the people, which covered the right bank 
of the Marne near the bridge, favored my project Gar* 
nier’s squadron, opening itself a passage, conducted us to 
the relay at the foot of the mountain. I Caused the horses 
to bo changed as quickly as possible, while the cavalry 
blocked up the road. Gamier stood firm, hindered the 
infantry from passing the carriages, and gave us time to 
proceed at a quick rate, and without obstacle to Pert4- 
sous-Jotiarre. M. Regnard, mayor of that town, to whom 
I had sent a courier, Im the honor to receive the royal 
family, and to procure them some hours rest under his 
roof. Madame Regnard, plainly dressed, with a hunch 
of keys suspended from her girdle, like a housekeeper, 
received and waited on the royal parsonages with the 
moat sealoua, respectful, gnd delicate attention. I was 
Very much frligued, and extremely glad that 1 was not 
obliged to aeo to what was passing in the town. Perfect 
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order prevailed there, though it wa« billed with an im- 
Ihiense coiicoiirae of people. I rocoilect that aa I waa 
walking round the garden of the agreeable residence of 
M. Regnonl, I looked with a lively and deep interest at 
the children of France, the dauphin and (Ite princess 
royal, who were walking about free from every appro* 
bention of impending danger. 

Towards evening we contmued our journey, without 
being impeded by too niimeroiii nn escort, and reached 
Meaitx, where apartments fur their majesties had been 
prepar^ ui the episcopal palace. Here there was a greater 
coiidiix of people tlnn we liad yet met with. The 
grenadiers ortlio national guard did duty, both within and 
without Uio palace. 11te king’s cliamber and those ad* 
joining, prepared for the queen, Madamo Elizabeih and 
the children, wcrcprcoodcd by a very largo arite*elkainber, 
which was soon iilW with national suards and other per* 
BOMS of the town and neighl)orliooJ. In a secopd room, 
where the table was laid out for their majesties, were the 
three gardes-dn-corps. I had given strict orders that no 
other pcrsonsshoiilil be pcrmiiu^ to enter. Tlje heat was 
excessive and llte king had caused all die doors lo be 
opened. He wot hiniaolf in shirt-sleeves, seated near a 
table, and did not witlidraw himself from the curiosity of 
the crowd, who hastotvtl to seo his majesty from the first 
spnrtmeni, ami without passing the wniiinels. An hour 
after our arrival llw king sent for mu and raid, Dumas, 
have sentinols been placed next the garden?*’ I replied 
that I had caused ihctu to be placed in inv own proscnco, 
and had given them the walcliword. ** Well,” added the 
king, t^yond this wardrobe there is a staircase which 
leads into the g.'trdon, see where it comes out.*’ 1 went 
down and returned to inlbrin his majesty that there was a 
sentinel at the foot of the staircase. As 1 was retiring, 
the queen seeing me pass before hor room, came to tho 
door and beckoued me to draw near. 1 stopped si the 
threshold. ** Whst news have you from Fans?** ^*'rhe 
fermentation has been very great, but public order has 
been preserved. The return of their majesties is imps* 
tieiilly expected.” I bowed and went to confer with the 
comnussioners reapectiiig lo-fnorrov’s journey and our 
return to Paris, after the infonnatiou given by M. Bsilly 
and M. de la Fayette. * 

Vot. 1.—18 
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Up to this time their najestief and the royal family had 
experienced oolhing but the anuoyances ineTitable uuden 
tuch circumstances, and the importunity of an immense* 
eorwourse of people hnd armed men whom difTerent senti* 
ments, but chleay curiosity, attracted to see them pass. 
Since the arri?al of the contmiasiouers of the assembly no 
seditious aies, no insults, hod aggravated their unhappy 
situalion; and not withstanding ihie disorder, which it nad 
not always been poesible to prevent, no individual had 
approached their persona but with the respect wliich was 
their due. It was not the stma with the three eardes^u- 
corps, whom the people accused very nojuatly of being the 
principal a^nta in the king's escape. Their disguise in* 
cream the irritation, ai>d t liad reason to fear that as we 
approached the capital their presence would serve ai a 
pretext for fatal acts of violence. 

After the king had supped and all the royal family had 
retired to their apartments, when 1 had arranged the 
patrols, and had completely gone my rounds, I went to 
rejoin the comniiasioncrs in the chamber which had been 
reserved for me, opposite tlw king’s apartment. 1 there 
found count rmn^oisdeJanronrt, one of my oldest friends, 
and who, being a land owner in the department of the 
Stutic aufl Marne, was highly respected there. He had 
come to offer his services to the deputation. He gave us 
useful information, and allayed our fears respecting the 
dispositions of the surroimdiiig population, and especially 
of the national guard of Meaux. 1 expressed tlte uneasi* 
ness which the presence of the three gardea*dii-corps gave 
me, and the necessity in whkh I was notwithstanding 
placed, to execute the orders which tltelr majesties had 
given me, to reserve their places for them on the box of the 
Berlin. I thought of changing their couriers* dress for the 
uniform of the grenadiers of the national giiard. Jaucoiirt 
canstHl every ihingneccssary for this disguise lo be brought 
secretly into my diamber; but the difficulty was not yet 
vamtuislted; the permission of the king was to be ob¬ 
tain!^, and I Imd the raisforitme to fair in this attempt. 
Very early in the morning, when preparations for our 
departure were making,the queen sent for me} she seemed 
deeply alTeeted, and asked me if I knew what arrange¬ 
ments M. de la Payette had made for the king’s entrance 
into Faria, and by which route he wsa to go to the 



BKTtrmW WHOM TABBHVBB* 1$1 

^uiterics. I ?ep)ied that, uccnrding to my inromiRiion, 
itlic king's CArria|(e would proceed by ihe outer boulevards, 
to enter by die liarri^re de I’Btoilc, les Cliamps EliB6es, 
and ihc gardoti. "And why this roui>dabout way,** said 
site coldly, since all is iRiiiquil at Pariswhy should 
not Utc king go direct to his palace?** •* \ do not coucuivo, 
Duidaiu,*' 1 replied, ** any other motives than the ccrtsiiiuy 
of defcaliiiff the projects of the illHlisposod, by arriving 
mori! speedily, by a road witere ihoro arc scarcely any 
houses.'* «* I undersund you,*’ answered the quccu. 
Taking advantage of ihis first impression, 1 stated to lier 
nuijrsiy in the presence of xnndumo Klizabeth the incoiw 
veiiioiice and inutility of showing on tJic box of the king’s 
carriage (he three couriers, wlio attracted general attvn* 
lion. •* Wfinievcr may liuppcn," said madome Elizabeth 
with aiiiuiation, they must not be separated from us; 
we ought to share dkcir fate, they have devoted themselves 
to partake ours.*’ I then proposed thru they sfioulJ lay 
aside tfioir couriers’ dress, ond iiksiend of theso foreign 
colors, pul on the uniform of the imtionul guard. AIrcody 
during (ho journey, some national guards, animated hy a 
noble dvvotodness, and a desire to watch as closely as 
]>osMililc over the safety of (he royal family and the per* 
sous in (heir suite, had mounted behind Uio carriage, or 
OH the footboard under Ihc tiircc garde^tKorps. I had 
tiX|>eriei)Cod tlw good effect of thin; it was quite tmtural 
(0 continue it; and I was sura of (ho sncciiss of this inno- 
cent strnlagfnu. « No,” stiiil the queen; *‘lho king must 
return to Paris with his family and hh attciidantM, as ho 
tvA it.” No aUeruntivc remained to mo to prevent the 
accidents which 1 dreaded, dmn to overload (he carriage 
by making three national guards, who wore pointed out 
(0 me, got Ufwn the box, and who, silting close to the 
ihrve gardcs-diKorps, vowed liwl they would not forsake 
them. 

Wr* set out again on (he of June, about seven 
o’ch^»*k in Ihc morning; a very good horse from die king’s 
stablo.s was brought me, which M. dc llriges, one of hie 
grooms, had plaM some days before in tfie relay at 
Meanx. 1 resumed my post at Iho door of Iho carriage 
next the king. This day was (he most fatigtiing; (he ficat 
was excessive; we could hardly breathe for Ihc dust, and 
.could scarcely advance at a walking pace, net only because 
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ihc l>erlin vr&9 overloaded, but because the immense crowd 
which covered the road, and the ardor of the thousands. 
of national guards to accompany the king to Paris, formed 
an insuperable harrier to our progress. Foreseeing that 
these obstacles wottld increase more and more, I had 
written to M. de la Payette* who sent to me Curmer, oue 
of his aid-dc-c«amps, to inform me that he was going to 
send a division of the nniional guard of Paris, under the 
command of my brother, major Dumas dc Saint Marcel, 
and an hundred meu of the mounted guard commanded 
by Colt in. 

The detachment of cavalry preceded the infantry and 
joined me between Livry aiiu Uondy. Almost at iho 
same it^tant a crowd of ruffians Iwucd from the forest to 
the loft of the road, mingled with the national gtiardsabout 
the carriage, suddenly siirroundetl it, threatening to break 
it to pieces, and uteerht^ horrible imprecations. It was in 
vain that they wore driven away ; they passed under tlie 
horses’ bellies and between tlio wheels, llarnavc hastily 
sprang from the carriage, ond addressing me, said, Ro* 
member, colonel, that you answer with your head for the 
safely of the royal family.” His energy and my efforts 
awod these wretches; I snccocdcd in freeing tlu carriage ; 
Iho deiachiucni of cavalry, ill-conductcd and thrown into 
disorder, was scarcely of any use to mo, but Dclaruo ond 
Curmer, to whom I had coufidcnl the careof tho two doors 
of tho carriage, maintained their post with the greatest 
resolution. 

llctwccn Bondy and Paris we were threatened with a 
second attack. A miinber of women, real furies, pene¬ 
trated amidst the escort, and uttered fearful cries. I then 
perceived the coin inn of infantry which was coming to 
meet us, and at the head of which was the company of 
grenadiers of captain Lcfcbvre, afterwards marshal duke 
of Danizig. My brother Saint Marcel, who ought to have 
been with them, had been kept by M. de la Fayette at the 
post of (he Tuileriea, next to the garden. 

The crowd had b^me ao eonsidermble, and (he confu* 
sion increased to such a degree, that I was no longer ah’s 
myself to approach their majesties' carriage, or hardly to 
make myself heard, my voice being almost gone. It was 
impossible for me to inform, my two aid-de<ainps of the 
order which 1 gave to captain Lefebrre, to come to meet 
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.the carriage, in double quick-time, to clear the way for it, 
land to surround it closely, till iheir majesties should arrive 
at their journey’s end. 'I'he danger which the royal family 
had incurred, uotwithstaudui| all my exertions, sufficiently 
justified the precauiion. My order was so vigorously 
executed, tiiai (he aid^e-camp Ciirmer, who porsisfed in 
ffiiarding the carriage-door, hod his thigh pierced with a 
bayonet, and my brother-in-law, Dehnio, was thrown 
from his horse, which was wounded. 

There was no further disorder till oiir arrival at tho 
Tnilcries. We stopped for a moment before (he rotunda 
of tiio barri^rc of Pantin. M. de )a Fayette was there 
with his stair. !, of course, thought that my mission wns 
tcrRunotcd,and liastencd lo give up tho command to lum. 
*^Yon are mistaken,” aaid he, "your task is not yet com¬ 
pleted. According to the decree, the return of ifio royal 
family to the palace of the Tuileries is under your personal 
responsibiliiy.” 

Tlic general indicated to me tho route by the new Boule¬ 
vards and the Champs Elis6aa. The natiounl guard lined 
the road in tho most profound silence. Lafebvro’s coin- 
puiiy of greuadiers continued to escort the carnage. We 
arrived by the Place Louis XV, and tho garden of the 
I'nilcfies, and the door of (he centre pavilion, where the 
royal family alighted. A considerable number of mem¬ 
bers of the Qseembly were at the bottom of the staircase. 
One of them, the boron de Monou, took the dauphin in 
his arm [ bad left my horse, and remained near the 
carriage,(hat 1 might my self make the ihrce gardcs-dn-corps 
come down from the boXy and protect their entrance into 
the palace. Threatening vociferat ions were ut tered aga i nst 
them. There wu a ^rt, but violent aff'ray, between 
tho national guard and a handful of scoundrels who had 
penet ra ted between the ranks. Oi »e of the gaFde3.d n-corps 
was struck by these ruffians and ill-treated in this affray, 
as were those who assisted him; and like Ihcm, I had my 
hat, my girdle, aud the seabird of my sword taken 
away, and my clothes lorn. In this condition I went up 
to the king’s apartment Madame Elisabeth herself came 
mto the hall of the guards, in order to sarist the garde-du- 
corpa who had been tll-uaed, and to have his wounds 
drMed in her presence. 1 was admitted into the king’s 
cabinet, where three coaunissiooen had almdy arrived. 

!«• 
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I made aa apology for appearing before bis majestv in ' 
such a disordered dress; and addd, that I entreated him^ 
to do entire jtutice to the semitnents of respect and of 
loyalty with which I bad fiddll^ my duty»aud the honora¬ 
ble m won of watching over the safety of the royal famiiy. 

! then received from the king, from the queen, and 
Madame Elisabeth testimonies of kindness and of iheir 
satislaclion with my conduct, which the most atrocious 
calumnies^ spread by their false friends, have never been 
able to efface from roy grateful recollection. It has beeu 
said—it has been written in many libels—in memoirs—in 
lying documents, that I caused the three gardes-du-corps 
to be put in chaina You may see by the preceding sim¬ 
ple narrative, whether 1 failed in foresight, care, and aticn* 
tion, to accomplish the wishes of thoir majesties and of 
Madame Elizabeth with respect to these generous ser¬ 
vants. 

While wo wore still in the king’s cabinet, general la 
Fayette, whose life had been endangered by me king’s 
departure, presented himself and was admitted Ho came 
to take the King's orders for the execution of the decree, 
passed by the national assembly on the report of Theurot, 
tn the iiamo of the committee of the constitution, respect¬ 
ing the custody and safety of iho king and of the royal 

C arsonages who were confidod to him under his responsi- 
ility. M. de ia Fayette acquitted himself of this duly 
with much dignity, and bore with his usual composure the 
cold and disdainful reception given him the queen. I 
afterwards accompaniea the three commissioners to the 
national assembly, of which M. de Deanhamaii was at 
that time president, and withdrew after hearing the report 
which the^ gave of their mission. 

The fatigue, the anxiety, the constrvnt which I had 
undergone for three days and three nights, without rest, 
without sleep, bad exceeded my strength. Being now 
left to myseu, I suddenly fell into an alarming state of 
exhaustion and delirium. I was removed to the coiuttry, 
where the affectionate care of my moiher-tn-law, and my 
amiable wile, and the caresses of my two charming dat^- 
cera, averted the consequences of a violent inflammation, 
and restored my mind to tranquillity. What a catastrophe 
was thisS what a sight!'the royal fkmily of France 
strypsdi b the eyes of the people, of afl the fllunons of 
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grandeur and atuhority! In (he moml, as well as in the 
physical order of human society, evems sometimes occur 
which derange the system, destroy tlte equilibrium, the 
consequences of which wisdom aiM reason can no nmre 
prevent, dian the hand of man can elface the traces 
of the convuUions of the globe, and restore to their fonner 
places the di^ointed masses. 

Without doubt, if the unanimous sentiment which, at 
the moment of the king’s departure, had for a time divided 
the members of the national assembly, had continued to 
prevail; if this thunderstroke, h the voice of nubile opinion 
nad sufficed to enlighten people's minds, ana to bring tlio 
aristocratic and demagogical onposiiioiis to the real inte¬ 
rests of the stato, to ii\e will or the naiioo, the revolution¬ 
ary movement might have been atop^, and the now 
state of society have been fixed by a nappy issue. Uut 
very fur from that! Scarcely had the stupor with which 
all had been seized, been dispelled by tlic return of the 
king, when the parties became more violent than ever, 
and sought in the causes or in the elToets of the event, 
which ought to have united them ail, only tiew anns to 
combat and destroy ea^ other. The aristocrats, instead 
of seconding the national party, whidi employed forms, 
severe in appearance, only to appease or to avert the dis¬ 
content of the people, to restore and consolidate the royal 
power by the constitution—the aristocrats, I say, demand¬ 
ed, on the contrary, that all tito marks of submission, of 
respect, and almost of repentance should be immediaiely 
given to the king, which would have made the national 
assembly take on itself all the blame of the event Hiey 
triumphed in the erabarassment of the mornrchical and 
constiiiutoQtl patriots, by proposing to them this terrible 
dilemma, ^confess at len^n that the throne iiovertumod, 
that you keep the king a prisoner, that jmu institute judi¬ 
cial proceedings against him, or brAve this pretended pub¬ 
lic indignation, and from this moment fulfil, ti we do, the 
duties of loyal and obedieut subieets.” On the other hand, 
the party of the republican levellers, taking advantage of 
this equivocal aituation, urged the people to all the ex¬ 
cesses of anarchy, edaced every where the iiMgnia of re¬ 
alty, accused the uational party in the asKmbly of perfidv, 
ind even of treason, and sowm discord to destroy cons- 
deoce. But when the tomb engulfed the whole of die 
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ihrte generadoDS whkh hare transmitted to each other w > 
many ialae traditions, ao many partial judgments on the 
fatal ^Tcnis of this period, history will say that the majo- ^ 
rity of t)ie coiutiiuent enetnbly, placed between these 
two shoals, governed with equal firmness and moderation; 
chat it preserved entUtly the principle of limited mo¬ 
narchy, and by completing the constitution in the midst of 
these storms, established a reprcseDtative government, if 
not on the immovable foundation of a Just division of 
powers, yet at least with as much aoUdity as was attaina¬ 
ble under such circumstances. 

My friends had a great share in these energetic and 
generous resolutions United with general dc la Fayette, 
whom the two extreme parties ttiaclced with equal fury, 
Dupont, Lametli, and Bamare seconded him to the utmost 
of their power, when he was compelled to perform the 
painful duly of causing martial law to bo enforced against 
the anarchiks tumultuously asKmbled in the Champ-de- 
Mars, 'riiis proof of their devotedneas, this relinquish- 
moot of the popularity with which they were so bitterly 
reproacliod, ond which they so honorably sacrificed to the 
preservation of order, disarmed neither the animosity of 
one parly nor the ingratitude of the other. Finding them¬ 
selves without power to profit by the public troubles to 
hinder the completion.of ilie great work—-the establish- 
mem of a free and monarchical government, the aristocrats 
and the levellers agreed to vitiate its principle by opposing 
the re^leciioQ of the members of the coostitucut assem¬ 
bly—a fatal decree, whicli abandoned the destinies of 
Frartce to chance, atid revived the criminal hopes of the 
enemies of its liberty both at home and abroad. 

1 did not witness the last discusaioos of the constituent 
aswmbly; having been promoted to the rank of major- 
general, I was employed in the third military division, 
under the command of lieuienant-generAl de Belmont, 
who had Just sueoeeded M. de Bouill^ I was particu¬ 
larly appointed to command at Mets the first sub-oivision, 
and with the instructkms of M. Duporiail, the oiiaUier of 
war, I received orders to repair to that city without delay. 
Hw garrison of Meta, compos^ of fifteen fiattalioos of 
troops of the line, three battalions of the newly formed 
national guard, and a regiment of artillery, was in a state 
of feiB^piaiion, whieb gave uneaaness to the government. 
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* Tlic nrrest of the royal family at Vnrennea having defeated 
. the plun conceived by M. de Houill^.thegarrlaon of Metz, 
lef\ 10 ilaelf, fell into the greatest confusioD. llie eminent 
services of the Marqnia do BouiU4, his noble military 
qualities, had acquired him the esteem mid confidence of 
the army, but his equivocal conduct di^ring the troubles in 
Alsace, and especially in the affair at Nancy, had rendered 
him very unpopular, and an object of suspicion to the 
friends of liberty. He reckon^ on leading away all the 
troops that were under his command; he maintained 
discipline among the subaitenia nnd the privates; he did 
not fatigue them either by the duty or oy exercises; he 
gained llie good-will of the officers, and h^ secured their 
attachment. In fact, a few days after the arrest of the 
king aikd the crtiigration of M. de Bouill6 were known at 
Mctt, the greater part of the officers of the corps which 
composed the garrison, followed that fatal example, except* 
ing the artillery, which lost but very few of its officers. 
This desertion did not produce all the effect that had been 
expected rri>m it. These officers were not imitated cither 
by the subalterns or the soldiers; no corps was disorga¬ 
nized, hilt the bonds of discipline were relaxed, and the 
influence of the popular societtea was spaedily felt. 

On tlto very day of my arrival at Metz, when I alighted 
at tfiG residence of M. de Belmont, infurmetion had just 
been brought to that ^neral, that the Ocmian regiment 
of Nassau, which wasm barracks in the quarter of Cham* 
bieres, was in a complete state of nmiiny, and refused to 
execute the orders which it had received to march to 
Nancy. M. dc Belmont ordered me to go immediately to 
those barracks, and authorised me to adopt such measures 
as I sliould judge most prudent to check tlicae seditious 
movements, and reduce the. mutineers to obedience. I 
took with me two piqnets of chasseurs of the twelflh 
regiment, which I placed at the gates of the quarter of 
Chamhicrcs to blockade it, and hinder every communlca- 
lioD with the town and the rest of the garrison. In the 
eourt-yard of the barracks I found the members of the 
municipality, and a considerahle number ofeitizem, who 
wirre endeavoring to persuade the mutinous troops to sub¬ 
mit,and not to iniemipt the public iranquinity by a longer 
resistance. I imToediatidy oqiered the recall to bo beat, 
and the regiment being drawn np in older of battle, I 
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made the officers and tubalterns form a drde. T declared 
to them that the^ were responsible for the obedience o( ^ 
the soldiers, and that no peraons should quit the quarter 
till the regiment should have remmed to its duty and be 
resuly to mareh, conformably to the king’s ordeis. When 
the circle broke up, I desired ihe major, who was the only 
superior officer present, to give orders to pile the arms, to 
break (he ranks, and return to their rooms, which was 
executed without any murmurs. I then employed the 
persons on guard to remove the arms and deposit them in 
a room, where f placed a post, with orders not to suffer 
any soldier to approach. Eefore I retired, I informed ilie 
major that I should not permit the arms to be delivered 
till ho could answer to mo for tho perfect obedience of 
the troops ; that till then the quarter would be blockaded 
by the cavalry; lastly, that, if things were still in (he sauie 
statQ on the following day, (ho general commanding the 
divisfou would take other measures. Immediately after¬ 
wards [ made the citizens wlio had accompanied the 
municipality, leave the barracks. 

On (ho same evening I received the. assurance of entire 
tubmiesion, and tho following morning, at day-break, tho 
re|imoni departed to march for Nsney. Tliis success 
gained me tho good-will of the soldiers, and the con Ado nee 
of the people of Metz. Ilcing warmly supported by the 

E striotie party, I the more easily seconded the efforts of 
(. do Heltnont to restore discipline and a good spirit 
among the troops under his command at Mefz,Tliionville, 
aud the other Ibrtrosscs in his division. My mothor-in- 
law and my wife came to join me with my two daughters, 
and did Ihe honors of my house. Thus \ spent at Metz 
the rest of the summer. My conduct obtained the appro¬ 
bation of the general commanding the division and that of 
the minister; it justified die esteem of my friends, and 
answered their expecistiona 

1 have said above (hat M. de Belmont treated me with 
the utmost confidence, and he gave me a proof of it by 
desiring me to examine the papers which M de Beuill4 
had left in hta bureau and in some boxes. The confusion 
in which thev were, was a proof of the precipitation with 
Which b^ad left his head-qnarters to hasten to meet die 
king. person but M. de Belmont had since enterod 
that cabinet. I obeenred first on the writing-table a map 
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, of ihe frontier, including the course of ihe Meuse and that 
pf the Moselle, from a reduction of the map of Casini 

* At Monltu^y, two slips of paper were fastened; on the 
first was ira^ acamp, below and under Ihe cannon of 
Montm^dy, and consequently, on tliis side of the bounda¬ 
ries. On the other, the camp was traced beyond the 
ttfundaries, between Arion and Montmfedy. I have pre¬ 
served this map, which discloses the plan of M. de Bouilid, 
to give the king the choice of either position, which, in 
my opinion, proves the truth of Ihe declaration of Louis 
X VL It cannot be doubted that the design of making the 
whole royal family quit the kingdom waa exclusively that 
of the instigators of the intrigue; but that Ihe intention of 
rcmAitiing isolated and free in his niovemeuts in a pjace 
on the extreme frontier, without going beyond il^iiia 
word, of not forsaking France, was that of tlie king alone. 
If it had not been so would llwy have olfcred him the 
choice of two positions? 

The most importsnt papers that I found oniong those of 
general do Bonilla consisted of the correspondenco of 
gonoral Hoymann during hia Iasi visit to Psris, whither 
M. do Houilli had sent him to take the king's orders 
respecting his journey, and to dcicrmino the arrangements 
of the escortsof cavalry, which were to secure his journey 
to the frontier. This correspondonce, if it had been made 
known, would have impliaited several persons, who wore 
not suspected at that time In the secret of the king’s jour¬ 
ney. General Heymann, whom M. de Bouilt6 had sent 
away from the place when his presence, his experience, and 
the eiicigy of hit character, would certainly have ensured 
the success of his enterprise, had been ordered to ftarre- 
louis, and was thus tvenry-6ve leagues from Vareiines at 
the decisive moment. As soon as ho learnt the arrest of 
the royal family, he emigrated and went to Berlin. Ma¬ 
dame Heymann had remained at Metz. 1 sent her word 
by an officer, in whom I had implicit confidence, that I 
had found end burnt oil this correspondence. 1 did the 
same with many other letters and notes from dilferent 
persons relative to the same afiair. This proceeding was 
highly approved by M. de Belmont and by my fneod^ 
A short time afierwards Madame Heymann qommuDi- 
cated to me a letter from her husbaz»J, in which be com¬ 
plained bitterly of M. de Bouill^, and regretted that from 
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motives, which, according to him, were Tery blameable, 
he (lad removed from the scene of action, the person whose 
services and resolutions might have been the most useful' 
** Certainly/’ said Heymann, with a handful of my bus* 
sars 1 would have opened a passage for thn royal family, 
even by making them swim across Che Meuse, if I had 
not been able to force the barricade of the bridge.” 

1 was then very far from thinking that my situation, 
with which 1 was justly so well satisfied, was so soon to 
cliatige. The constituent assembly had completed its 
labora ll bad overthrown or lessened many obstacles; 
it Itad laid the Inio fonndalions of a representative 
monarchy, whicli the most violent commotions have not 
been able to remove from the soil of France, now restored 
to liberty, and which whatever events, even changes of 
form may lake place, will endure as long as the existence 
of the French as a naiinn: but the constituent assembly 
Imd b fr its work imperfect, merely by declaring its mem¬ 
bers incapable of being re-elected to (Itc next legislative 
assembly. 

't he fundamental law had no support but in the popular 
belief, which is as fickle as Che wind and the waves. The 
king’s journey had discredited the executive power, which 
was already too much weakened, because it had been 
necessary to vanquisli its op|>Qsiiion to the wishes of the 
uaiioti. Tlie new const itiition was therefore abutu to be 
exposed, without defence, to tho attacks of the two fac¬ 
tions—the republicans and tlw aristocrats, both of which 
were ec|uatl^ interested in its destruction. The opposite 
passions which animated them, led thorn to the same ex« 
ceaaes, to the same frensy. Ou the part of the republicans 
was a delirious love of liberty, and on that of the aristo¬ 
crats the most profound hiit^ of every kind of liberal 
inscicuckm. The most enliglitcned members of the assem¬ 
bly, even those who had ^own the most coura^, when 
tliey Imd to attack abuses, in the fulness of iheir power 
(and my frieiuls Bamave, J^ameth, La Fayette, and Du- 
port were in this honorable minority,) had exhausted 
themselves in vain efforts to obtain the revocation of this 
fatal decree of non re-election* Duport especially hod de¬ 
livered on this vital question, a speech equally solid and 
brilliant, and unhappily prophetic. No ^pe waa left to 
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the friends of (ho eonstitniion, bnt tho good choice of the 
new deputies to (he epproachiitg logisloinre. 

Extremo agitation prevailed in iho electoral aaeembliea. 
The great ariatocralic landowners had refrained from at« 
tending them; the patriots were divided: (he spini of mis¬ 
trust, which was universally spread, favored (he most 
ardent The const it uiionaiists, who were always the 
friends of well-regulated liberty, obtained with difficulty 
(he majority of the votes. I was not able to be present 
at the elections of the department of Seine and Oise, and 
1 did not oven think of being there; 1 discharged in ano¬ 
ther manner, my debt to tho country, and 1 was ignorant 
that iny friends had inserted my name on the list of candi¬ 
dates. 1 knew, too, that tho electoral assembly of Ver¬ 
sailles was governed by violent revolutionists, such os 
Lfcointre and the Cur€ Uassal, who were elects deputies. 
I was therefore greatly surprised on learning my nomina¬ 
tion; and though they had given mo honorable men for 
colleagues, I was inclined not to accept. ])y the same 
post that brought tho news of my ok*ctlon, i received 
notice that M. Duportaii, tho miniatcr of war, whoso 
health was declining, and who was disposed to retire, 
was to propose mo to the king as his successor. On tho 
other hand my friends urged, and conjured me, in (he 
name of the cause which we had embraced, and of our 
common sontimonts, to accept the post in which (ho danger 
was tho most imminent, t yjeldiAl to their eiifrcalics, and 
renounced, with the most poignant rogror, the place of 
governor of Metz, and the career which. In every respect, 
was more suitable to tae than the legislative fuuctioua 
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'Hm Mnewbijr of partial ■ fcwlfpition of ^vniTil 

U Ktyolto and ^loatiofi arid lecDperof Um partial m (he aaacin- 

bly—Oahati iihI doem oa cnifTalipa^'nie kiaf*i VL'tiwDtrloration 
ifaioat UiielectuPi, prinaii»f the iiwpifa—Himefti it Avifrion^Dc- 
bate md vUe ori ihia aghject^Dobile oii Ihe liUiation of the negroei ia 
ll>6 colontvi—Oebite on the mar—PmideiitiCiip of Ihe ineiiibly on tlie 
Slat of Kebruiry, l79’2«Debale on popuUr locieliea^Anawer of the 
imparar af GcrmaBr—CKamiiaal oTM. ^ Narbonne—Keporl of Briaiel 
on Ihu (liploiAalje eoiniiianienlioni^AcetiBation of M. lX.lciMrl—Over, 
ibmw of tlw m'miairy^TlM: Uiroodin mioiatry^Dcipdieh of Ihe am- 
baaiudor of Prance al Vtenna, and tin irwwcr of ptinoe KiunHi-^IiOUM 
XVI. in the anembly «m IIm SOlh of Aprtl^Dehilei and dceliration of 
»ar—tfcAori of i)w Mlliaf to the aoldwra of ChaieiiKVicux^Pirat nillU 
tary otmraliofu^flraifndljfin el' llio iiiaralial dc Rocli.iiubcau—Uebatca 
on U>c prikOiivra of «ar»<« llie p>d»ce and dbclpline of the artny^Uii* 
un(k<railntlinf in Uw rniiii^try—Au^UMlion or M. l«aKviere, ju»lU.i of 

K >icc—AeeuMitinn of MM. de MontirKirin «nd ficrirind dv Motluvillo^ 
erve afaiiiat tlw pU*-ia olio h^d Bi4 t4ken Hie menibly 

di’durvd periiMiicnl^t>eV(tc on llio dwb*indinf of the MnfV fuardi^ 
Dccrcv for diabandiQf lhcin<»AeciMotiun of M. de BriiMC—Decree for n 
oamp of ^,UU0 nicn^DuuiiBwalol thellimDifoodiii nimi«lcr^—Mem^ 
rial of Dumoyriei—Ri'aifiulnm ef Duimnirios—The kiiif'a veleon tJ»e 
decree for llw irampuititun of the pricaU» and tliol for the eainp of 
9ll.(HlO ihcti^llic itrw nunMiry^'fbe •itU4lioa and MntioKnta of llie 
kinf—Iwih r from fh nvral U r'jyrtl* lo the aawmbly—Motiim of Del. 
fml afx^rial iIm popular aocirticii—Iji Pa^clte in Ihc aiitmbty-^Rvfori 
of Paaloret Oil the internal and l<>reifn adCiro^Drheio mi tlie <kh’iice of 
III! fnmlien^A pililion prrarntodby Dupont di Nammira—Publieily ef 
Ihfl aiMinfaof the depart mental diruriprki^ Attack on Ihe mhiMcr Tcr. 
ricr de Montctel—Dcbalron the decUrationof “(he Oounirv indanfcr" 
^Report of itio minMler ef fordfo affair* and of war; de^le-*Declara¬ 
tion of tho hi up apaiiut PruMu<—.Hpevehr* of Tomd and Condorect— 
Pperch and iniHiim of LanipurrUe. biahop of l•yoni—•FurHiii of ptrtre^^ 
I'hc kihf m the aaaambly»6ii*pcnaicn of the mayer ef Pari» speech 
ef ftrimot^Report of llw oiiniatera on the eUle of alRiira it home and 
abroad—DocLralMMi ** (he eoonlry ii in danfcr**—Pbn for (lie departure 
of (he kiof to the aroiy^The kini;*a rehml—Re.inital4’inmt of llw 
inay<rr l*ctinn—Pile of the t4(h July, 179$—Impeachinent nf (^neral h 
Fayrtti^Rpcteh of .Minuet, (he procurator of the cofnnini>e—Inflim* 
matoiy petition—Manhal Luekner in (he amembly—l^len from Du. 
aiour it't to the a wemhiy—MmUm a^a i oit Damoof let—Report a nil deh^ (o 
nn (Iw iniimcbmcot of Ita Fay Hte—Decree oe the |bt of the fcdcralwt^— 
rUn for the defence uf (he ftmilicn^ Pelitioo of tlw w^a lirti— Dn fl of 
a inr««tetoiho hinf—Defence of B«i r«e ox de Puay—Arrival uf the fedfr 
ralutr ofUami I lea at Pirw—Araewin ution of Doha mel—Fct ilinna for tf le 
di#niij«al oTlhu Mana llkii from Pari*—AecuMikm acaiiM General Do. 
moiirttrs—Maiiile«1i) of the Duke of Bronawiek-Letter from Ihe kin^ lo 
the AmemMy—Addrrw ef Ihe eammona and laetiDfta of Parb—Deerea 
•f aioit the Addreii of (ha aecttoe .yancomeil Ccmtradiltciry pcUliooi— 
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RrtamplMtfi of Owimpenchmeat rafHt^^lUjrclian aTiIm im- 

jfA.iclifnntt—Arta ftf v>«4t:nc« enn«lilulHtn*ldi*puly~C«rncruga 

. n^rfi^T vf Ow depaly (fB-pinriHuy of « jihtt my liib of 

tl« Hi:I or AneiwC'^Tbe IINil of AiifiMt. n.i9—VoriiiiM dt^Moiu and 
proceed uip» frum Ihe lOtli of Aofw4 till Ihu clone of Iho Meenibiy. 

Oim fears vcre bnt too woU foniidcd; this ncM' nsKumbly, 
wliicli was so iinmcroiis (it consUlixl of 730 dopuiios), 
represiMilcd hut loo faiihfiilly iho slate of Franco at tUut 
time, the divergence of opinions, and ihc tcinfHir of 
people’s niincK The depuiies, not Inking personally 
acipiaihii'd, addressed cscli other wilh reserve. At first 
groups were formed of tliosu depnhnl from the wirne 
places; but, as [ have oireadysaid, wiifi rcs|)ect to that of 
which 1 fornivd a part, there was nowhere, except auiong 
the Oirniidiiis, niiity of views ami mnimd confidcuco. 

When 1 joined the nsscmhiy, 1 wus inforinoil of ifkii 
slate of diings hy my cxcclicnl friend rtieodorc I>rlamc*ite, 
depiny from Moniu Jura. We joined the small iiuiiilkcr 
of those with whom wo had lieon more or lens intimately 
coiniocicd, and of whose purely consliluiioiml opinions we 
were well convinced. Such wrre llainon, Jiinconrt, ]jo* 
brun, Ikuiguol, ]lec4}iiey,Girardin,V:uih1:>ne, Lafou^Ladc- 
bul, Vimor, 4tc. I wish I could register hero the names 
of so many men, resjiectablc either for their talents or their 
uiishukun 6rmncsa. 

In the very first silthigs wc saw die chaos dispel, but 
the |K>litical horizon loaded wilh storms. Tlio scats, 
which in the conslitnent asNetnhIy, die true dcfeiKlersof 
lil)crly had occupied on the IcD, side, were atl.ickud and 
carried by siorm hy iho most violent innovators. A much 
groaicr number of welUinrorini^l men, professing nxMlenito 
opinions, who were repined wise, hni scarcely took any 
part, posted themselves in the centre, where their masses 
and their close ranks might, in contcquoncc of their weight 
and iiundH^r, have in ihcir own eyes tfic Eippearancc of a 
powerful inajorilv and allay their limidlly. The con* 
sclent ious friends of the consiilution had no scats left bnt 
those on die right, which had been HIIh), in the preceding 
assembly, by ihe advocates of the ancicul sysiern. Strange 
eonfuMon! In the eyes of the people, wito are always 
struck by external appearances, ihc patriots were only an 
aristocraiicAl minority. Thus the Icgidaiive assembly was 
divided in its first sittings, arAl do change was made in its 
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local arrangements tiU its dose. We counted our mim- 
ber$ we were 160 , and had do reason to fear a sin^e 
desertion. However, more than two^thirds of the fnera* 
bers of this assembly sincerely desired the preservation of 
the constitutional monarchy, without any alteration of the 
fundamental law. This was the will of the nation, and 
the duty of its representatives. But a vis intriim was 
not snniciciil to fulfil it,and a constitutional party could not 
lead the muss of the indifferent, mid form a preporidc* 
rating majority, unless it were supported by the sincere 
and vigorous execution of the laws. This was not the 
case. 

The influence winch the capital had exercised in the 
conquest of liberty was equally necessary to preserve the 
fruits of it. This support failed us. Public order rested 
aolely on the zeal and good spirit of the national guards 
and the nninicipal nuthorltics. General la Fayette the 
conimnndcr'in-cliicf, and M. Hailly the mayor of Paris, 
hnd acquired the entire confidciice of all classes of citizens. 
Htcy were the soul of this groat body; in their wisdom, 
their firmness, their perfect understanding, the public force 
in all Us intensity rx^sided. General la Fayette had fulflilcd 
all Ills ongs^meiits, ho had no other proofs to uivc of Ids 
dtsiiitercsie^ devoiedNC.'<3,thnn by laying down this species 
of popular dictatorship, which the esteem and aCTecUon of 
the entire mass of (he nation had conferred on him. He 
bid adieu to the national guard and retired to his oMate of 
Chnvagnac. tfis loss was irreparable. The decree for 
the orgariisaiiou of the national guard, adopted by the 
constituent assembly on the IVtIi of 5>p pi ember, 1791, had 
suppressed the functions of commandcrun-chief, and as¬ 
signed them to the commanders of the legions, who were 
each to exercise them in dim for one month. The imme¬ 
diate effect of this arrangement, which general la Fayette 
had himself stiggestcd from generous motives, was to 
break tfie unity and the strength of the only body that was 
capable of preserving public order and of defeating the 
iM^iTiatiousof the two factions who were the enemies of 
eiwitutiona] liberty. The aristocrats,'who could never 
persuade themselves to look upon this civic guard, ani« 
mated with a pure and ardent zeal for the defence of ihe 
laws and of the throne, otherwise than as organised 
rebellion, rejoiced at seeing the constituent assembly break 
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its own sbieltl and aow in ihe national guard tbe seeds of 
discord and dissolution. On the other luuid, the levellers 
beheld with equal joy the fall of tlio greatest obstacle 
whicti (liey liad to dreod. The hikewarmncss, the de¬ 
spondency, which appeared in all the ranks of the national 
giiurd, inspired them with hopes of being toon able to 
corrupt its elements, and nuikc it serve as an instrument to 
their f>erver8e designs. 

The blow strttek at tho existence of the national guard 
was no less fuial to the constituted a uihortlies of lhcdcpart« 
ment and of the comtnunc. Tlicse authorities not having, 
nor being able to have, atiy other public force at their dit* 
posal to insuro the execution of tho laws and to repress 
lircntiouancss, the respectahlc M. liailly, mayor of l^iris, 
who, notwithstanding his ill health, had remained at Ins 
post only at tho repeated entreaties of M. la Fuyette, 
soon followed his example and retired. This was a now 
triumph for (ho two factions iuiinicMl to the consiitnrion. 
Petion was proposed in his place, and ns some spoke of 
inviting M. la Fuyette to accept this post, wfiich was of so 
much iinpnrtancti under ihcso circumstnitces, tho two fac¬ 
tions, without concerting together and from opposito mo¬ 
tives, joined to choose P6tion. 

Ericourngod by this abandonment of all actual guaran¬ 
tees, the irjuovators, who conspired die rtiin of (he mo¬ 
narchical constitution, did not even take tlie pains to 
disacmblc (heir projects and the plan wliicfi they had 
decided oti. parly formed by the deputalioti of the 

Gironde, almost wholly composed of very eloquent young 
advocates, some of whom, especially Vergniaud and Oait- 
det, had as much natural e]ot]ucnce as littio experience in 
public affairs, liastened to display great strictness of prin¬ 
ciples and a lofly republican pride. Theorists, such as 
Condorcet, Guyton do Morveau, dee., practised and stibtle 
writers, such as Brissot, ioinod it. They IcA titc most 
violent men, the Coryphsi of the Jacobins, to make the 
first attacks on the majesty of the throne, to sow the seeds 
of distrust, and embarrass the government by agitsting 
from the very beginning of the sessioti Ihe questions whicit 
were moat likely to excite popular passions. They kept 
themselves in reserve behind this vanguard, always ready 
to support its attacks by profiting by (he slightest circum¬ 
stance to gain ground, sonfttimes by violent speeches, 

13* 
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sdmetimea by aff'ecting a falae moderation. This system 
of tactics was constantly followed during the whole course 
of the session, and the coiistilutional party, reduced to act 
on the defensive, supported itself during the first months 
OTily hy means of the vacillating neutrality of the greater 
number of the members of this asaembly, who, even when 
throwing much light upon the discussions, always avoided 
deciding between the two minorities, and ended by for¬ 
saking us. 

Twenty days hod scarcely passed when the debate on 
tho measures to be taken a^inst emigration manifested 
the sentiments and the opinions of the several parties, and 
gave room to presage everv thing that was to be feared 
from a systematic and violent opposition, seconded by 
unbridled popular licentiousness. I'his quest ion had been 
debated in the last sittings of the constituent assembly, 
which had wisely set aside this incentive to discord. The 
enemies of the cortstitution hastily seized upon it; it was 
llio most popular pretext; they con Id not open their attack 
on a more favorablo ground. I, os welt as my friends, 
maJe a point of taking part, on the 20ih of October, in this 
important debate. It was the first speech that I delivered. 

( examined, in the first place, in the strictest conformity 
to principles, the proposed prohibition of emigration; I 
applied the consequences to the circumstances in which 
we were placed; lastly, 1 proposed the measures which I 
thought calculated to fulfil the views of the assembly, 
without infringing the principles of public law and those 
established by the constituuon. Suw was the division of 
roy discourso. 

1 proposed to erase from the army-list officers of every 
rank who, using their right, had given, or should give 
their rcsignslion, and to have all those tried as deserters 
by courts-martial, who, without having given their resig¬ 
nation, should have a^udoned their post and gone into 
foreign countries. 

My opinion was supported by other speakers, sn^ as 
Ramona, Vaublanc, and Lemoutey, with much warmth 
and eloquence, but without success. The mass of the 
centre remained passive, and the majority, ted away by 
the orators of the Gironde, passed the two following cele¬ 
brated decrees. The first (SOth October, 179:,) declared 
that all public fuDClionaries who should not have retarded 
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to Franco within one month, should forfeit their titles, 
.places, salaries, and dril rights, and eiijoioed tho princes, 
the king’s brotliers, and the three princes of Cond4, like* 
wise to return within the same time, in defaiill of which 
they should be considered to have renounced thuir coiiiio* 
gent rights to the lhroi»e, and to all their salaries. 

Tho second (dlh November, 1791,) declared as sus* 

E ected of treason to the country, all FrerKhmen assembled 
eyond the frontiers of the kingdom, and condemned to 
tho penalty of death, if they persisted in their resolution 
after the 1st Jamtary, 1702. The same rigor was extended 
to Hie French princes. 

This violation of the constitution was tho most impolitic 
measure, as well as the most ofibnsivu to Uie king himself; 
for it obliged him to despoil his own brothers, if he adopted 
tho decree, and rendered him more and more unpopular If 
he put his veto upon it lu both cases tlie ennae of the 
princes was served in foreign countries by tills proscrip* 
tion, and all the steps rendered illusory wliich the king 
mifflit spontaneously lake, In rccAll them to the kingtlom. 

The revolutionists were emboldened by the success of 
the drst attack, for they considered as snch the refusal of 
Louis XVl to sanction the two decrees. They struck 
another blow, which was more fell by the king, by another 
eriually unconstitutional decree (Caih November, 1791,) 
which enjoined (he priests who had not taken the oath to 
do so without delay, and deprived the refractory of all 
salary or pension. This was aggravating the fault which 
the constituent assembly had committed by adding to it 
(he injustice of depriving the priests of a right, which 
they had acquired by the liberty of public worship, and 
of the Mniy pittance which had been secured to them by 
the law. The necessity for repressing the intrigues and 
the machinations of a great nnisber of these priests, and 
their abuse of tlte liberty which had been led them, were 
not a sufficient ground for this violation of the law. Toler* 
ante would have been a much more efficacious means, 
but such a gmt noise was made about the disorders occa¬ 
sioned by this kind of schism, only because the repugnance 
of the king for the civil constitution of the clergy was 
known. 

The new coundllora of t^e crown, who bad just been 
called to the ministry, (Delessart, Bertrand de Mollevill^ 
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Narbonne, Cahicr de GerviUe, Tarh6, and Duponl-Dii(er« 
tre,) of whose attachment to the constitiiiion there could 
be no doubt, were of opinion that the king should make 
use of his veto. My friemls, both in and out of iheassem- 
bly were of the same opinion^ llamave, Uuport, and A. 
Lamelh, being consulted by tfte king, did not hesitate to 
express their approbation; they thonglit, as we did« that 
by resisting a measure, evidently unco(»stjtiilioiisl, the 
exccMlive power gave a proof of its confidence in the 
strength of the representative government, and a pledge 
of its good faith. The directory of the department of 
Seine, in wliich were tltc duke de la Rochefoucauld, 
d*Anville, Deameuniera, Talleyrand, and other distiu« 
guished members of the constituent assembly, conceived 
it to be its duty to support by a public expression of its 
wishes, the legality and the reasonableness of ihis veto. 
Though this petition to ilio king was signed by ihe mem¬ 
bers individually, «and not in thoir ofRcial capacity, lliis 
step was considered an oflence to the legislative assem¬ 
bly, und excited the most virnlent dcclumalions. Some 
oven proposed to institnic an nccimtion against the direc¬ 
tory of the department of the Seine. Thus it appears that 
war WAS openly declared, and that the rcpublirsns who 
had raised the standard, were procoetling rapidly to the 
overthrow of the constitution, by inking ndvanlugo of the 
slightest circnmslanccs to min the executive power. Many 
writers have attempted to justify their crimitm) undertak¬ 
ing, by accusing tho king and the court of bad faith and 
perfidy: they have adduced as authentic proofs private 
correspondence, secret instructions, memoirs written by 
moil of different parties; but in Ihis mixture of truth and 
falsehood, it seems to me that we cannot ascertain the 
truth, except by fancying ourselves in the same circum¬ 
stances as the unhappy prince who was tho victim of 
these events. Justice requires that we take into consider¬ 
ation, tho goodness, the probity of his character, his pas¬ 
sive courage and his irresolution, the illusions of grandeur 
with which ho was surrounded from childhood, his want 
of knowledge of mankind, his ignorance of the real stale 
of society, lastly, the persons by whom he was surround¬ 
ed, among whom there was not a single man who was 
capable in no great and novel a chais of raisiog himself 
above ordioaty consideratiodh. If we reflect on all these 
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circtrm(Nonces wc j»bal) excutv* mnnv i(»itation9 nnd va« 
citlalions before wc blame itirm. Wc almit conceive lhat 
not finding any support aronnil him, iinahic to alfcmpt to 
repress the disorders, wiihoiil set'ing (he instrtimentof (he 
public force fail in his hands, ntiahio to maintain the dig» 
nily of the crown by any act, or by any language which 
was not accused of Irearhery or hy|>ocrisy, it cannot 
appear surprising that (he king sfkould have yielded lo tho 
connsc'ls, which were given him for his own safety and 
dial of hi!« family, al least to rcluin Ins friends nnd his 
allhtires (ihroad. rcrhn|>s with 9o iiticcrtnin niid direat- 
cning a prospect before him, he entertained a vague fiope 
of some favorable chances from (he exertions of those, 
whose faml snccor could only fierelemte his ruin. How* 
ever, in making this very nninral supposition, I hero 
declare, iluU I do not Iwlievc that I/xiis XVI. nher his 
nm'pfnnrc of tho coustifniron, ever connived with (he 
foreign powers, or conecried any plan with llictn, far less 
with the princes, his hroihers, and the enngranrs, to effect 
n rmiriter-rcvolnlion by force of arms. During the thirty- 
eight years which have elapsed from that time to the 
ninnirui of my writing, I have seen nuthing, read nothing, 
and learned nothing to make me change iny opinion on 
this point. 

The pr>rlinaei(y of the emigrants in resisting tho king’s 
authority, their intrigues in all the cabinets of Knrope, 
their preparations of war, their assrnihlages, tolenitcd 
and protecied in (he clocioratc of Treves nnd MayrrH*o, 
and in the territories of other princes bordering on our 
frontiers, nil soon became not otily a pren*xt for agitation, 
but a Just ground for alarm. Tlio IcgiKlntivc assembly, 
unanimous on this occasion, decreed, that if these princes 
of the empire did not cease to lend thoir territory to tho 
desi^rters from the French army and navy, who hud re¬ 
volted against the taws of (he country, and if they did 
not cfhictnslly oppose all assemblages of Frt*nchmcn In 
their stales, France would cousMier them as her enemies. 
This decree was taken into serious consideration by (he 
king, and subsequently, on the Hlh Iky^mbcr, 1791, 
I^uis XVI went in person to the assembly to acquaint it 
that bo had fixed the 23th of January, 1799, as the day 
afier which he would declare the electors enemies to 
France, if they had not dispersed these assemblages in 
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th^ whole of ihnir respective Cf rritories. The solemnity 
of ihis step, and the new assurance which the king gsve^ 
on this occasion lhal he would raiihfully preserve \ho 
constitution, seemed to moderate party fur)’, and for a 
time mvivod our hopes. But if wu congratulated our¬ 
selves on the prudent course wliirh the new counsellors of 
the crown had taken; if wc found in the 6rmreso]iuion of 
the king the only means to restore harmony between the 
several powers of the stale,and to preserve peace abroad, 
the republicans, on the contrary, beheld in this cricryetic ad¬ 
dress only the engagement into which lx>uis X VI entered, 
te have recourse to arms, if he could not obtain complete 
Ratisfuciioii from the princes and the head of the empire. 
They wuro but too certain of cmnplcicly ruining the 
king if they succeeded in difcluriug war. for in witaicver 
manner it simuld be carried on, tlicy proposed, in rase of 
advuNiages, to make Ihcni considnt^ ns ohtuineil hy tho 
nation in spitu of the king, against his own cause, uud 
ogaiuMi his socrct wishes; and, in case of reverses, tho 
blame would be laid upon fiim uhnic, on his perfidy and 
his bad futh. Tlioy sitw, thcrf»ti)rc, wilh secret joy the 
cxccinive power gradually approach the snare which 
they had hud for it, and wliich soon it would not be able 
to avoid. There was a sort of truce, and the meiuhcrs 
of the centre of the tosacmbly who were more annoyed 
by onr firiiincss than hy the vinleuce of the Jncuhins, 
congratulated themselves on this decoitlui calm ns the 
fruit of their pretended wisiloin. But this truce was 
only apparent and of short duration. While the king’s 
ncguliaiions encountered abroad all the obsiacivs which 
the aristocracy and the most ardent passions accumulated, 
the rcpnhlicans were preparing to take advantage of the 
unfavorahlo issue, which their actions, tiieir pretensions, 
their lungnago, at well as the confusion which they ex¬ 
cited in the public iniud and affairs, rendered inevitable. 
Thus tlic dame of diMiuiiiiit was kept up in the legisla¬ 
tive assembly itself. 

At this lime wc received llic news of the massacres at 
Avignon. Tliat ciiy, as well as tlio county of Venaissin, 
on the freely expressed wish of the communes of tfie 
cmtntry,had been declared portions of the French empire, 
by three decrees of thceonsiiincnt assembly of the A\\t and 
5th of May, and I3th of September, 1790. Urtfortunately 
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the execution of this union had been too lon^ delafed. 
No ainbohty» no armed force, kejit in check the roge of 
the different parties. Every day there were aangmuary 
reprisals, but on the I6ih of October Avignon became the 
tlieatre of the most frightful assassinations. A band of 
niOians, most of them strangers, (and would to Heavea 
that not a single Frenchinau could have been counted 
among the number!) spread terror in the south, and com- 
miltcd the roost horrible exci*sscs. A monster, its worthy 
chief, who caused hini8<’lf to be called Jonrdan le Coupe- 
t£te. led it to Avignon. I'he party opposed to the union 
bad for some momriilH recnined the piti|)onderaticc in the 
city. It hud ezpclleil many of its aiitagouUts, atid perse* 
ciilcd the rest with blind fury, l^uycr, the secretary of 
the nmnicipaliiy, was overt.akcu at the foot of the altar, 
whore hu hod sought rufngc, and immointod witliont 
mercy. The horrible Jonrdnn and his bond suddenly 
appeared In the midst of this anarchy. The exiles who 
had rolurned joined these camiihals; iho reaction was 
awful; the gates of the city were clc^cd. Joiirdun tore 
from their houses the unhappy viciirns who wore devoted 
to denih. Sixty itidividunls oflmih sexes, and of uU agf^s, 
entire families, crowded into the prisons, were at once 
delivered np to the assissitts, who chose, nt tfiuir pleasure, 
both tfic victims, and the mode of piniishmcuts. Women, 
children, old men, were alike massacred, and when their 
thirst of blond was satiated, the barbarians cast this heap 
of mutilated corfisea into an ice-house, or abmidoncd (hem 
to the waves of the Ithonc. 

The nssumbly could not listen to the too faiififnl narra¬ 
tive of these crimes, without trembling with horror and 
indignation, and yet the enoinics of the monarchicQl con¬ 
stitution, even those who had not been able to resist this 
first impression, far from joining to avenge the outraged 
laws and humanity, soon sought in these fata] cvcijls for 
new means to shake socisil order, even to its foundations. 
They did not fear to extend a protecting hand to the assas¬ 
sins of Avignon, and tints to cTK’onrsgo their odious auxi- 
liarins. Scarcely had the assembly ejerreed lhi» formatioo 
of a special tribunal, when one of the Coryphcai of the 
party the ci-devani manpiis de Kov^re, darefl lo appear 
at the bar and plead the caus^ of the assassins, represent¬ 
ing these events as the reaction of civU war. His petition 
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wa3 not rejected. It was sent to the committee, and 
served as an initiative for the orators who proposed an 
amnesty. 

In this nKraorable debate, the fatal era of the invasion 
of anarch leal principle the whole secret of this conspiracy 
against the constitution was revealed The pretended 
republicaits of the Gironde at first brought into action 
their vanguard, like most violent Jacobins. These de¬ 
manded that the amnesty decreed by the constituent 
asscrrihly, for all crimes and misdemeanors relative to the 
revolution, should be applied to those com nutted at Avig¬ 
non, though posterior by three months to the promulga¬ 
tion of the decree. They argued that iho union of that 
country with France was not consummated at that day. 
Wo oppOKcd this frightful sophism, which the orators of 
the Oiroiidc sliauicU^y supported I took part in this 
deh.uc, and on the pro|) 0 !tal fur an amnesty, moved the 
previous<)ucsliou, otk the ground (hut the cotislitulion had 
not given to the leghlativo body the nghi of pardon, as 
the iiNitiitiou of the jury was a sufficient substitute; and 
even if tlio jury Itad not hecii cslabltslicd, nothing could 
iiitorrujU the inquiry into the case. 

I fuid, we do not, w$ cantiol exercise tho judicial 
powi^r; if wo did, wo ^muld only prejudge the result of 
the inquiry. Since the happy iiisiituttou of Itio jury there 
is no more occasion to gram iKtrdon, and we could not 
grunt, or enlarge an aiimcsty, without exercising a right 
of sovereignty. Now we do not exercise the entire 
sovereignty. 1 think that passing a law of amnesty is 
excrnisiiig the whole sovereign authority, or seizing on 
the judicial power.’^ I was supported by Girardiu, Vau- 
blanc, and especially by GeiutI, who refuted, by the most 
solid arguments, the perfidious subtleties by means of 
which the defenders of Coupe-tdie Jourdan endeavored 
to misrepresent the question. In conclusion, Guadet and 
Vergniatid, the one by specious comparisons, the other by 
extravagant bursts of eloquence, implored the indulgence 
and the ptiy of the assembly, for these pretended parse- 
cutnd patriots. Supported by the applause of their parly, 
and by the stamping of tlie feet of the people in the gal¬ 
leries, they carried with them ilte centre of the assembly, 
and extorted from the majority on the 19th March, 1793, 
(hat iUegai and (aial decreb of amnesty, *which was the 
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source of the greatest misfortunes, end the too certoin 
pledge of impunity for most criminal attempts- 

This dk^raceful success of iho Gironde parry had been 
prepared by the preceding debates on two important 
questions, (hat of war, and that of tho colonies. Both of 
these, alternately interrupted and resumed, kept the minds 
of CTery body in suspense; the animated debates on these 
two subjects were the more conducive to the designs of 
the party, as they furnished an opportunity to increase its 
popularity by spccioas declamations. In the question 
rclalivo to war, which became more and more complex 
since the negotiations, this party endeavored to flatter the 
passions of the multitude, under tho pretext of avenging 
the national honor; ami in that of the oolouics, demanding 
the immediate admission of tho people of color and of 
the cmaucipafcd negroes to Ihc rights of citixens, plumed 
itself Oh tho advantage of plemling the causo of humanity, 
and of the absolute npnlicatiou of the principieslaid down 
in the declarations or the rights of man. Ileing rosolved 
to cut short all questions in tfio spirit of llioir revolutionary 
projects, and without taking into consideration either polt- 
Ural circumstaures, or the real interests of tlie nation, the 
Girojidins rejected with all their might, pcaco both at 
home and abroad. Before such adversaries, the constitu* 
lioiml party, defending the csiablislicd govommenr, op¬ 
posing to the absohito levellers the principles of a sound 
and wise policy, and loo oflen abandoned in this painful 
struggle, appeared, in tho eyes of the fanatic multitude, to 
be vaiiqiiiNhcd and disarmed, and was supported only by 
tho consciousness of doing its duly. 

The affair of the disturbances in St. Domingo hsd 
already engaged the atientlon ofthn assembly, before that 
relative to war was seriously agitated. As I look a very 
active part in the debate to which both those questions 
gave occasion, I will flrsi recapitulate the most striking 
features of the first discussion, which was terminated by 
the famous decree of the 36th March, 1798. 1 will then 
rclaie the principal incidents of ihe wreond discussion, 
without interrupting the tliread of the narrative, till the 
declaration of war on the 30th of .\pril following. 

The constituent assembly had not been able to prevent 
tho niia of thp ricfi colony qf St Domingo; its efforts, ita 
several resolutions, the zeal and the talent of the most 
VOL. I.—U 
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patriotic ami the most enlightened speaken, anch as Bar* * 
nave and others, had not own able to stifle the seeds of 
destniction, to exuugiiish the torches of discord which the 
acknovicdgiucnt of the comiDOU right to civil and poli¬ 
tical economy had tbrovn among the population of the 
Antilles. The problem was insolvable. The fundament 
lal principle of the revolutimi effected in the moiber-coun- 
t^ was inapplicable to the colonie^ because the elements 
of society there were not only different, but altogether 
contrary. The admission of tbe freed negroes to the rights 
of ciliscns, a very natural act of jutfice, inevitably led to 
the abolition of slavery; but to fulfil tbe wishes of the 
friends of humanity as speedily as their impatience re- 
Quirod, it would have been necessary to change at once 
the distinctive dtaracters of the throe races, who were 
radically separated by the prejudices of color; to form and 
assiniilato their manners, to alter their interests, to givo 
them a country. It is not given to the human understand* 
ing to form such a project, in the midst of these insur¬ 
mountable difficulties now was a middle course to be 
taken, when there was no possibility of modifying the two 
extremes? The planlurv, whether natives or Europeans, 
accustomed to consider themselves alone in the connnu- 
niiy, could not comprehend auother mode of cxisieiKc, 
another regime than that, in which all the rest of tlm 
inhabitants, ilmt is to say, nine-ientlit of the population, 
were either slaves or subordinate, and but the passive 
insirumenls, the material of their industry; tliey said it 
was for them a question of life or of death. 

Oil the other hand, the philosophical principles which 
had suddenly passed from theory btto practice, by the 
declaration of the rights of man, powerfully assisted the 
friends of Itie negroes, who desired at any rale, and at 
ono blow, to carry thb abolition of slavery as a strict and 
necessary consequence of the first basis of tbe constitution. 
Such was ihe cause of tlic fluctuation of opinions and of 
the versatility of the measures successively adopted by 
the couttiiaeut assembly. It was just, it was uatural, to 
leave to the planten the initiative of the laws and regu- 
laliouf which were the best adapted to the social situation 
of the colonies, such as Ihe revolution had found it, and 
to reserve to them the care and the advauiage of granting 
of their owo accord, and by degrees, to the freed negroes, 
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• the benefit of emancipation. It was in this spirit that 
t|uf decrees of the 8lh and 98lh of March, 1790, were 
paasfed on iho wise and inminoiis report of Baniave. 
*rhe constituent nsacmbly, imwitliiig to pan tlieac limits, 
and fearing to prejudge respecting'fho civil condition of 
the parties concerned, contented itself with inserting in 
the instructions for the e:iecution of the decree, Iho foU 
towing paragraph:—*^All ]>erson.% twcnty*fivo years of 
age, possej^ of real properly, or, in default of such pro¬ 
perty, having been settled in a parish for two years, and 
paying a tax, shall unite to form Ihn colonial assembly.’^ 
I hit lliesc conciliatory views were ill titHkrslood, and the 
vagueness of tkte expression served only to irritate tho 
two parties. The disorders and cxcesst^s which followed 
obliged the constituent assembly again to discuss the same 
r^ncstion. 11io difficuUics had increasrd; opinions were 
more violent; tho quarrel was emblttorml, and the iiurac- 
table pride of the planters had given more strength and 
iiitrnsiiy to (he party of tho Frieftfh of iht Sfgrot^. 

DolStro, who presented a rc|>ort in the narno of tho 
four committees, of clio constitution, the marine, ngriciit- 
tnre, and trade and colonies, proposed in the sitting of tho 
7th of May, 1791, in the first place, and ss an invariable 
liasis, that no law rclativo to Iho condition of persons 
shonid be made by the legislative body for tho colonies, 
except on the nrociso and formal df'sirc of tho colonial 
nsscmhlics; snJ, secondly, the formation of a commidco 
composed of (he deputies of lira dilTc rent colonial assemblies 
of each colony, of the Windward and l^^uward Islands 
who should meet in the French part of tfio island of 8t. 
Domingo, ^for the pnri>oao of declaring their opinion, in 
the name of ibe colonics, rcs|raciiijg every thing concern¬ 
ing the people of color and free negroes, witliont being 
allowed 10 extend their deliberations to any other sub¬ 
ject.” 

Bamavo, who took the greatest share In this debate, 
energetically supported the project presented by tho com- 
Anitices, and pointed ont the danger of the slightest devia¬ 
tion from the principles laid down in the decree of the 
8lh and 28ih of March, 1790, which were rerrawed in the 
decree proposed hy the four eommiitecs; but tins time his 
Eloquence and his profound ipasoning failed, before the 
obstinacy of the defenden of the system of the immediate 
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emancipalion of tlie people of cok>r. The project of (he 
commii(ee9» and (he opinioD of Barnave were 8Upporte4 
by Talleyrand, and more especially by Malouet, who 
diA'nsed tlio light of hU expexience orer this debale. 
The most ardent antagonists were the Abb6 Gr^goire, 
Potion, Robespierre and Reubell. The latter moved and 
carried, under the form of an amendment, on the 15lh of 
May, 1791, a decree which entirely overthrew the whole 
system of ihe four committer's. This decree was in (he 
following terms:—<< The legislative body will never de- 
liberate on tlio political state of (he people of color, who 
arc not the children of parenis both tree, without iho 
previous free spontaneous wish of the colonies. The 
colonial ossemblics, actually cxisling, shall subsist, but Iho 
people of color, whose parenis wero both free, shall bo 
admitted into oil future, parochial and colonial assemblies 
if they have otherwise the requisite qualifications.'* 

Tlio propficiie words of liarimve, who displayed on 
this occasion ilio most noblo independence and ihecharac* 
ter of a real slatesman, were but too soon jitatified. ** If 
the national assembly,’* suid lie in tho peroration of his 
speech of the 14th of May, ‘^should now pass a decree 
conformable lo (he proposed amendmeni, the \onti of ihc 
inconveniencos that will result, will be lo see the dccivo 
remain iinoxccnlcd, and perhaps, and loo probably the 
commerce, tho iiwiimfaciures and national property, the 
victims of yonr iiicontOBietii, blind and rash proceedings.” 
In fad tho colonial assembly persisted in refusing to 
recognise ihe political rights of die people of color, and 
the remonstrances of I he commercial towns, which were 
alarmed by ihe threats of scission, wero well received by 
the const itnent assembly, and completely enlightened it 
respecting tho danger and tho impossibility of enforcing 
the enacimonts of the decree of the 15lh of May. I'hcse 
circumstances restored to the colonial committee and to 
Bornave all the influence which they had lost in the pre* 
ceding debates, and ou the 34ih of ^ptember following, 
tite assembly, afler having lerminaled its labors with re¬ 
spect to the constitution of the kingdom, passed, in the 
plenitude of its powers, a decree, which definitively fixed 
the constitutional basis of the colonial system. This 
decree laid it down os a fundamental principle, that (lie 
laws concerning the condition of persons not free, and (he 
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poUiiral eondilion of the people of color and free negroes 
ehould he made by the colonial essemblics, aud be exe¬ 
cuted provisionally, with tlie approbation of the governors, 
and submitted directly to the king for his absolute 
sanction. 

Ik Tore this decree reached St Domingo fresh troubles 
had broken out there. The free people of color, Incensed 
at seeing themselves thus frustrate, by the constant refusal 
of the colonial assombly, of the immediate enjoymont of 
the civil rights granted them by live dccreo of the 15ih 
May,eDCoiiroged on the other hand by the support which 
they had had from the national asaentbly itself, atnl iit- 
cited by tho declamaiioiut and the writings of iho Society 
of the Friends of the Negroes, broke all the bonds of sub¬ 
ordination in which they had hitherto been restrained. 
The reaction was terrible. It was but too cosy for then 
to make the negroes revolt,and these blind iniirumcnis of 
the most atrocious vengeance committed excesaos, the re¬ 
cital of which made the legislative assembly tremble with 
Itorror. The colonial oMmbly, which had at first met at 
Ltogane, Iho central point of the colony, and had after¬ 
wards removed to Cap Fran^nis, was in a m.'iunor block¬ 
aded ihero bv the revolted negroes, surrounded by contia- 
gmtions, and threatened with a general massacre of all 
the whites. In concert with ihegovenior, M. Blat^elande, 
it look such rheasures of defeiKe as iho circumsiances and 
its scanty means permitted, and it even solicited assislaitco 
from the adjacent fureigu coloniea It was in consequence 
of these events that the legiriativo aawmbly had to delibe¬ 
rate on the causes of the irreparabla tnisfortunci of St 
Domingo, and the moans of applying such remedies as 
might be best calculated to preserve to the mother-country 
such a valuable possession. 'Hiis great affair therefore 
came before the legislative assembly under Ihe seme point 
of view as before the constituent assembly. The insur¬ 
rection had fora time been repressed; tho colonial assembly, 
struck with terror, had iodera abat^ a little of the infatu¬ 
ated rigor of its ei^usive principles; it had invited the free 
men of color to assemble in the pannes, in order loaddrew 
tp it their petitions respecting the condition of persons. A 
^iiHl of truce, by the name of a concordat, had been con¬ 
cluded at Port-au-Prince, bedveen the people of color and 
'the whites, but the fire still glimmered under the ashes of 

14 * 
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ibe late conflagrations. Was it advisable in this slate of 
things to go back to tlie decree of the 15th of May, to sach- 
fico the whiles and ilie real eiisience of the colony, by 
peremptorily granting to the people of color and the free 
negroes, the advantages whi^ they m^ht have acquired 
by Are and sword? Was it preferable to be conient with 
sending to St. Domingo sufficient succors to prevent a new 
insurrection, and to maioiain the decree of the 24th of 
December, leaving it to the planters themselves to restore 
order and harmony, by an act of justice, which they had 
at length been obliged to acknowledge as the only means 
of safety for themselves and their properties? 

Such was the question which was referred to the colo¬ 
nial committee for examination. Scarcely had this com¬ 
mittee appointed its reporter, M. Tarb^, when the pro¬ 
moters of immediate emancipation, foreseeing the wise 
measures which would be proposed, to maiiuain the basis 
of the colonial constitution iaia down in the last decree of 
the coostiluoni asitcmbly in its sitting of the g4cli of Sep¬ 
tember, resolved to anticipate the report and the debate, 
and to weaken, if tliey could not elTace, the profound im- 
prcisioii which had been rnade on the assembly, by iho 
narrative of the late events and the picture of the desperate 
silnaiion of the planters. Tlie able sophist Drisaol took 
this task upon biinsclf, and under the pretext of throwing 
a stronger light on this inirkatc question, he gave notice 
that he wos ready to denounce to the awembly tho real 
authors of the troubles in St Domingo. On the isi of 
Se{Meinber he fulfilled Jiis engagement by reading a dis¬ 
course, ill which, going back to the first period of the revo¬ 
lution, he detailed the whole series of the facta already 
known, coloring every event with all the partiality of his 
opinions, in this dithise plesding the speaker allowed 
noihuig for the essential diderencea of the social condition 
of ibe colonies. The old and absurd prejudice of color 
was in his eyes but a slight obstacle to the absolute appli¬ 
cation of the rights of man. He disfigured the most posi¬ 
tive facts, he misiulerpreled their consequences, he blamed 
a {I the reaolttiioiis, all Ibe proceedings of the colonial assem¬ 
blies; he abenlved all the attacks of the people of color 
against (he esiablished order of things. Lastly, aher a 
bitter and ahnosi insulting criticism on the system adopted 
by the coostiiuent aseembly, be questioned its legality. 
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and considering it as uneonstutioDal^ demanded its revo- 
Nation. 

This speech, a perfidious introduction to the debates, 
whicik were not to commence till after the report of the 
coTumitlee, vasfuriously applauded by iho friends of the 
speaker and by the galleries; and ii must k«e confossed 
that by faeor of an inextricable confusion of confllciiiig 
facts, of faults nnd of crimes commificd by both parties, 
and also by favor of those bursts of eloquence for wiiich 
philanthropic apologies always atford occasion, the iiisinim* 
lions of Hriasoi were not wilhoiil success, even with 
impartial rneu who were not sutlieicnily informed. Tho 
conscientious report of Tarb6, founded on auilicniie doeil- 
mentb, placed the facts in their tmo light, but did not 
destroy the prejudices in favor of the people of color, which 
daily liocamo more popular. Without disaetnhliiig tho 
serious faults of the colonial ac«eniblies, the abuses of 
Buthorily, the intrigues of the eounlrr-rcvolutionists, tho 
reporter showed the danger os well as the illegality of the 
re vocation of the last decree of the constiliicnt assrjnhiv. 
The committee, dwelling on tho necessity nf speedily 
sending succors stiiiicicnt to restore order, endeavored to 
moderate the eagerness of the assembly, which was too 
much inclined to bind itself by precipitate resolutions. 
This kind of adjournment, suggested and justified by the 
accounts recently arrived, caused the second report of 
Tarb4 to be deferred till the 2id of February, 1709. 
The committee persisted in its advice to refrain from pro¬ 
nouncing, by any legislative measures, on the basis of the 
question itself, that is tony, as respecting tho condition of 
persona 

The debate opened at length on the 91 si of March. 
Brisaot, the champion of the unlimited liberty of the people 
of color and the negroes, claimed the right of speaking 
first, in order to refute ihessaertiODi of the reporter, whom 
ho accused of having disfigured tlie facts of which lie had 
.given an account In hU speech, which was only a repe¬ 
tition of his first dtseourae, Briaaot applauded the insurrec¬ 
tion of the people of color, comparing it to the ravolution 
of the 14(h of July. ** Frenchmen of the Hth of July,'' 
he, ^ you are guilty if the people of color are not. 
Innocent'’ Afier liaving aafd in his peroration that for 
ihe happiness of the colonies, the party of the people of 
color would have the advacuage, that it was necessary to 
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be inflexible as principles (a famous maxim of Robes* 
picrre,] Hrissot, desiring to repair great evils and ihe honor* 
of the p:eceding assembly, persisted in his first proposals, 
which were nothing less Ibaa an act of accusation against 
the colonial assembly, the governor Blaiichelaude (? Ulan* 
chelanUe,) and all those whom he called their accomplices. 
He demanded, first, that (hey should be brought to (rial 
before the sUpreme national tribunal; second, that a new 
colonial assembly should be formed, tho members of 
which should bechosoii by (he parochial assemblies,accord¬ 
ing to the decrees of the $ih and 23ih of March, 1700, 
without distinction of color. Tarb6 replied with warmth 
to this virulent demand, and by the force of his reasoning, 
as well as by that of his expressions, gained a great advan¬ 
tage over his antagonist Then the orators of the Gironde 
hoBiofied to support the accuser. 

The draitgiu of u decree presented by Gcnsonu6 obtained 
the priority, and tho legislative nsseinbly ovortiiriiing at 
one blow tho constitutional basis of llie colonial legislature, 
on tho sjSth of March, 1799,decreed first,that (lie colonial 
assemblies and the munici|>ah(ieH should be re*elected in 
the form prescribed by the decrees of the glh and 93th of 
Marcii, I790t secondly, that the free negroes and poopio 
of color should enjoy, as well as the white colonists, 
equality of political riahts; that they should bo admitted to 
vote in all primary and electoral assemblies, and should be 
eligibla to all offices, when they possessed tho qualifica¬ 
tions prescribed by article 4 of the instructions of the 98th 
of March (all persons of tho age of twenty-five years, 
proprietors of landed estates, or in default of such pro¬ 
perty, having been settled in the parlsit for two years and 
paying a tax, shell unite to form the colonial assembly). 

Thus the ruin of tho richest colony which the Europeans 
had founded beyond the Atlantic since the discovery of the 
New World, was blindly and irrevocably consummated. 

i return to the debate on the subject of war, which was 
several limes interrupted by incidental questions, as I have 
said above, in which the party of the Gironde always 
found itew pretexts to excite popular passions, to direct 
them to this point of attack of which it never lost sight, 
and to carry with it the majority of the assembly. 

The time fixed by (be king, natnely, the ISth of January, 
1799, afier which his majesty was to declare the electors 
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« enemies (o Fmncc, if the liod not dispersed the assemblies 
pf catigrants in (heir respective territories, was on (he point 
of expiring. On the 14(h of January, Dclessart, miiiisler 
for foreigti afTaira, communicated to (be assembly tho 
ofhciiil note address«d to the elector of Treves, on the part 
of the Emperor Leopold. By this note tho emperor 
anthorised marshal Bender, who cuinmandcd in the Ijyvn 
Countries, to defend the electors against an attack, only in 
case they should have performed ihe duties of good neich* 
borUood towards Fraitce, and conformably to those en¬ 
gagements which they had taken, to disperse the Fr(*nch 
emigrants, in imitation of the government of the Nether¬ 
lands, should have avoided provoking and justifying any 
fiostilc invasion by tho Frondi. The communication of 
tho oiiiciul note of the emperor was referred to the diplo¬ 
matic committee. The nnnisier, after tho report made in 
tho nantc of tfie committee by M. Xock, the learned pro¬ 
fessor of pnblic law, made to tho assembly some very 
judicious observations, whicfi were ill rcecivctl by the 
parlisarts of war. The jvicilic inclinations of ix*opold 
wore evident. M. ])vlc8sar( impressed upon the assembly 
that it was necessary to act with prudence, and especially 
not to expose themselves to the consc<incnces of a deelara- 
lioj) which would prescribe to the emperor a fixed time 
for declaring his real inicniions, as well as sny other cun- 
dliion which vanity alone might coiif^ider as an insult. 
This pointed out clearly enough the delicacy which the 
embarrassing situation of ihe cabinet of Vienna required, 
on accoiuiC of (he engagements already entered into with 
Prussia and the states of the empire on contingent bases, 
but it also allowed to the enemies of peace at home and 
abroad, the vulnerable point of (lie negotiation, 'flio 
spirit and the recommendations of tho report were entirely 
in this sense. Kock had even enfotred, as a favorable 
omen of the issue of tho negotiations for tlic consolidation 
of peace, the sponts neons acts in conformity with the desire 
of the king, of (he elector of Treves, ami the Duke of 
Wurtemborg, directors of the circles of Swabia and Fran- 
cotiia. The discuadon immedialely began. Brissol was 
first heard. The following were his introductory 
jvords. ^ The mask has at length fallcn-^your real enemy 
is known. The order given to gcaeral Hender tells you 
hla name; U is the emperor.' Ttio electors were but his 
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substitutes, the emigrants were only an instntment in his 
hands; you roust now despise the emigrants. Il is for the 
supreme tribunal lo rerenge the nation for the revolt of 
these mendicant princes. Cromwell compelled Prance and 
Holland to expel Charles IL Such a persoention would 
do too much honor to the princes; seise their property and 
abandon them to their insignificance.*’ 'Phis violent exor¬ 
dium, applauded by the g dleries, excited among us mur- 
tonrs of indignation. Hrissot, to prove that the emperor’s 
despatch was an set of hostility, gave a qiiiic opposite 
meaning to tho pacific iiitenlions of that prince. Ho 
designated all the communications between the cabinet of 
tho 'I’uilcrics and that of Vienna, as culpable connivances 
and treason. Ilis perfidious rensoning, siMnetimca eloquent 
but always full of gall, manifested an ordent desire to 
render a tty oceommiMlation impossible, au<l to rouse the 
resciUtnont of the powers hy insulting provocations. After 
having supposed end fiibricnled a plan of aggreasion, 
giving his suspicions as certainties, the speaker exclaimed, 
**sncfi aro tho secret wishes of your enemies; they are 
kings, and you arc peoplo, they arc despots and you are 
free. Now there is nu sincere agreement bet ween ty raniiy 
and liherty. The foreign tyrants desire cither to crusfi or 
to do<u2ive IIS. They c innoi yet crush us, they therefore 
endeavor lo deceive ns.** * 

Impatient of the least delay, Brissot rejected the ndvice 
of the committee to claim Iftc execution of the treaty of 
alliance of 17.56, and by this means to hasten a mons satis- 
factory declaration on the part of the emperor. Me said, 
^ we must either tear onr constitution or tear the treaties 
which nifend il. Now all treaties made with the court of 
Vienna in 1756 offend it cr^niially." And further on, 
carried on hy his virulent declamations, this vehement 
advocate of war, throwing off his mask, revealed the 
secret of the faction. ^ I told yon I have but one fear; it 
is that we shall not have war. and this fear is realised, for 
in all the cabinets the desire of war has been only a srare- 
crow to frighten you.** The rccommendatimts of this 
speerb were nothing less than a spontaneous rupture of 
the existing treaties, and immediately to invite the king, to 
notify to the emperor Leopold, that the most prompt milv 
tary measures would be taken to aet offensively, if he did 
tK)l before the lOtb of February, 1793, give such satisfac- 
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• tion» ihat aU the apprehensions of Prance should be 
entirely dispelled. *1^ debate having been renewed the 
next day, I8th of January, 1 was the first who was called 
to tho tribune. The previous speaker, by disfiguring the 
facts, by laying down absolute principles to force these 
consequences, had misplaced the question. 1 thought it 
my duly to put U on its right footing, and to confine it 
within the circle, and the terms of the constitution. 

Vergniaud, who succeeded mo in the tribune, developed 
in the first instance, with cmpliatic eloquence, the causes 
of (he agitation of tho minds of tlie people, and imputing 
them to (he manmiivres of the cmigmnts, natioiiui 
clcniciKv,*’ said he, an imprtidctil amnesty, by a 
dark diptomucy, by counter-revoluiioimry principles, per* 
initicd A storm to increase abrmid, which now threatens 
to infiamo our horison.** [lcpc;Uing (he reasoning of 
Hrissor, and like him, putting suppositions in the room of 
fuels, (1)0 speaker showctl (hat the emperor I.<copold was 
in a state of liagrant hostility against Kmncc. 

Replying tficn to niy observations on the reciprocal 
obligations of the treaty of 1736, and tho advantages 
wliich might ho derived from it in the negotiation, Verg- 
iiiand rejected tltem as dilatory and pusillaniinoits, and 
c<)U9ider^ ihc treaty ns broken by the untperor. Ho con* 
enrred in the opinion of lirissot against (ho opinion of the 
committee, ami declared that (lie intentions of I.ieopold 
had manifested themselves by facts, and that it was not ati 
explanation of liis intentions, bnt satisfaction for those 
facts which ouglit to be demanded. He proposed that 
llkc emperor should be required, not only to disperse (he 
assemblages of emigrants which might take place in his 
dominions, bnt likewise to expel from hit territory such 
of the emigrants as were under tho avenging hand of tho 
law, and that an explanation should ^ required from 
Leopold respecting his assent of the conclusum of (he diet 
of Ratisbon. After having drawn the circle of Popilius, 
quoting the example of Rome, declaring that she would 
^ treat as her enemies all kings who should give an asylum 
j^l^lannibal, and calling to mind the celebrated philippic 
^^Ueniosthenes, Vc^iaod terminated his in the following 
^'>1iner: 

k " And I too, if it were poeeiHe that yon should indulge 
in a dangerous security, because you are told that the 



164 


DSBATE 0:1 BECIVITIKO THE ABUT. 


emigrants are removing from the electorate of Treves, if 
you suffer yourselves to be seduced by iosidious news^ 
by facts which prove nothing, or by insigniHcant *pro- 
niiscs, 1 would say to you, are you told that emigrants 
are assembling at Worms and at Cobleniz, you send an 
army to the banks of the Rhine; are you told that they 
are assembled in the Low Countries, you send an army to 
Flanders; are you informed that they retreat to the centre 
of Germany, you lay down your arms. 

** Are letters or despatches published iu which you are 
insulted, then your indignation is excited and you desire 
to fight. Are you soficned hy flaltcring words, arc you 
illudcd hy false hopes, then you think of peace. Thus, 
gLMiilometi, the cmigmnts and i^opold arc your chiefs, 
they dispM of your armies, they regulate their movc*> 
mcnis, it is they who dit^posc of your citisens, of your 
iruusures; they arc the arbiters of your desiiny/’ 

This debate, whidi was animated by such great inte¬ 
rests and such strong passions, and was continued iu the 
following sittings, was intcrruplc<l hy some iucidcutal 
quosliotis, and particubrly by tlic report which 1 made,in 
ihu name of the military commlitfc, on the recruiting of 
the army. M. Narlx>nnc, the minister of war, had asked 
the assembly to provide for the speedy levy of 51,000 
men, who were wanting to raise tlio army of the line to 
its full complement. He pointed out ilic individual incor¬ 
poration of national guards, taken from the battalions 
rocoutly organised, as the mode of rcctiiiiing, which would 
be the most easy, the roost expeditious, and that which 
might furnish the best kind of men. I participated in (his 
opinion, and yet, though the majority of ihe military com¬ 
mittee to which the proposal was referred, rejected the 
mode suggested by the minister, and preferred to raise 
recruits by means of a bounty, for tlic troops of the Hue of 
all arms, I was, neverttieless, appointed to make the report 
to the assembly. The debate was very animated, because 
the republican party desired at all events, to maiutaiii tho 
integrity of the battalions of the national guards and Ihe 
separation of that part of the army, composed of vob*n* 
teer citisen-soldiers, from the army of the line, which cbi*- 
sisted of enlisted soldiers. The permanence of this 
of the army gave them urebrage. 

The plan of the comnuilec was attacked, first by my 
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honorable friend Jaiicourt, w])o supported the proposal of 
iho niinistet by very solid a^umctiis drawn from exnerU 
eitc6. His opinion was seconded by the miooriiy of the 
military commiifce, such as Dubayei, linynni Crublior, 
d'Opterre. I took this opportunity to slute and devciopo 
my own opinioti, nolwiilistandhig the apparent contradic- 
tiott of these developments with die argnnionts which I 
had conscientiously enforced in the report, in the namo of 
the conimiticc. Adcra warm debate, the fusion of iho 
national guards in tlic troops of tho line, which in the 
sequel became tho principle of tlio excel lent oi^nisntiou 
of tho French armies, was rejected by the asscihbly, which 
adopted with vuriotu amcitdmcnls the plan of tho com¬ 
mittee. 

On tho 16th the dcbaio on the Qin|>cror*s despatch was 
resumed, and Uetignot opened tt by a very good speech, 
in which Ik* snp|>ortcd the plan of tho coininillce. Ollier 
members having spoken on lioih sides, ('ondorcct at Iciigtfi 
ascended the tribune, when he delivered tlic famous speech 
unnonneed hy V'crgNi.iud, as certain to carry convictiim 
into every mind, and to deprive the partisans of coneili- 
utory measures of every pretext fi>r licsilHlion. Thu 
nervous and pnro stylo of the plnlo»>plnc oradeniician 
answered the expcctutions wlikh his ft lends had excited. 
This s|>eech, a nxtl republican nianifcstn, rcmniiis ns a 
model of the art of oratory, and contcniiHirary liiMoriaiis 
and writers of nicnioirs have almost ull quoted it word 
for word, os Ihosu of Nliralteau hud Uxn uefuro. Al\er 
this juM culogiuni, and without stopping to analyse a 
document wfiich is so well known, i must suy ihut it 
made no oilier impression on tno than that of un eloquent, 
but too vague declumalion. Wc hud in it a lively picture, 
in the forinof interrogations of the cfTocts winch the prin¬ 
ciples of tho French revolution must have produced umorig 
foreigners and their probable cITiicts on the stale of society 
in the nations of Europe. In this cIcvaUHl and philoso¬ 
phical point of view, Condorcel examined Ihu interests of 
nil sovereigns ond them very wine counsel, hut with- 
^*1 deigning to dcoccnd to the ditfictiliics of their applica¬ 
tion. It was a political Utopia. He did not discus*, he 
did not even approach the question, but accused the minis: 
ters of having excited it by negligence, defective views, a 
stupid or culpable inactivity. Remari^hle words! a fatal 
VoA. L—15 
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augury of Ihe mortal btow^ which was to be given a few 
days af^er to the unfortunate Deleesart The peroration 
of this speech led only to the following conclusion, as vain 
as the genera) considerations, which the speaker had 
clothed in all the charms of eloquence. 

** The king shall be requested to send to foreign powers, 
men worthy of the confidence of the people, aud instructed 
to convince themselves of the disposition of each: to make 
known the prittclplea and the views of Franco; to destroy 
the edect ot the false insinuations spread by the enemy; 
lastly, lo propose, and to negotiate treaties of allianco, of 
commerce, and guarantee, which may secure the general 
peace, the indepetidcnce of each nation, and the common 
pro*j>crity of every empire.^* 

The subject appeared to be exhausted, and the princi* 
pal f)oinl,tlte demand to be made of a categorical cxplana^ 
lion from tfic urij|)oror in a certain time, conUi not full to 
unite alt suffrages in its favor. It was now hardly any 
thing more than a dispute about words; some would have 
a saiislucfion, others an cxpl.imition. IJeranll dc S^hcllcs, 
who voted with tlic (rirondins, desired to propose a pro* 
jett of a decree wiiich, he said, would reconcile Ific views 
ot liolti parties. 1 lo was going to nsevud iho irihniio, when 
the marshal do Kndiunihoan oppcarctl at the bar lo tflunk 
the national assembly, and to make a frank professiojj of 
fidelity to Ihe imliou and to the king; he took (his oppor¬ 
tunity to slate ihc situation, the w«\nis,and the good spirit 
of the army. Covered with unanimous applause, coinpli- 
niented in the most worthy and expressive mRiincr by (he 
prcMdent, Guadet, ho was ndmht^ lo the honors of tfic 
aUliiig. I was particularly aficctcd by the reception given 
to my respected general, whom I hoped to accompany to 
(he urmy, and I received with gratitude the proofs of his 
regard. Graiitudo to my old general made it ray duty to 
olf'or him my services; ho (oid mo that he intended mo for 
the po.'U of (he chief of the staff of his army, and as, like 
some other officers, members of the legislative body, whom 
he meant to employ in his staff, I could not go to the anny 
without the consent of the assembly, the marshal wrotg*?^, 
the 26lhof January,a letter to the president, requesting that* 
I and two other officers should oe permitted to take the 
uncliotia for which he destined us in his staff. 

After the letter hod been read, my friends surrounded 
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me, being reeoWed to keep me. Didereot proposals were 
^naJc. I said ihat, r^oiisidcring Uie naturaJ desire of a 
soldier, I begged the assembly to decide on my formal re¬ 
quest, for leave of absence lo join the anny in the north. 
Oil the rcfHirtof the mililnry coraiiHltec,to which l^larslial 
Kochamboau*8 letter had been referred, the assembly re¬ 
solved that there was no ground to deliberate, either on 
(ho letter, or on my application for leave of absence. Tho 
project presented by Hera nil du Scchelles was nearly the 
«nnn as that of the diploroaiic coiniuitloo. The strong 
expressions of the preamble silisriotl the most ardent. 
The disciiasiou being clostn), lliia project obtained tlio 
priority, and after the adoption of some atnciKlmcnM, tho 
decree was definitely passtHl on tho gdih of January. 

A few days afterwards, professor Koch, in iho name of 
the diplomatic coiinnUtee, presented a sf^ecial ro))orl on tho 
letter of (ho Em|)oror Lt^pold to (fin king, written in 
conso(|iionrc of the conclusiim of ilio diet of Iia(i»bon. 
This able publicist examined and discussed profoundly, 
wirh all tlm advantages of learn lug, hi id the support of ifui 
most nuihentic documents, ihc three foliowiug <[ucBlions. 

Was the absolute sovereignly of France over Alsace 
and I^rraiiio founded on treaties ? Had it boon forinolly 
recognised by the (tcrmanic l>ody ? 

2 . Could the rights reserved by the iroatioa lo tlic princes 
of the enipiro limit Ihocxcrcixoof (ho Frcucli sovereignty ? 

.1. Did the guarantee stipuliitcd by tho troaliea of Wcsl- 

i diaii.a aiiMiorUc the em|K:ror or the empire, or other 
Ouropean powers, to mieffcre in the dKTcrence. 

Koch proved to demonstration limt Iho pretensions of 
the princes, and tlie m«tinlcnancc of the feudal rights, 
whicfi had been reserved to (hem hy treaties vineu (ho 
session, could not be mainisined without violating the 
coristilution. He resolved the ftrsi (|ue&liou in (lioainrma- 
livc. 'rim solidity and iho perspicuity of Ins rc^asonitig 
leh no doubt, no obscurity on the rights incontestably 
accruing to Franco by the exercise of abMhUe sovereignly, 
'^*he second and third questions were answered hi (no 
negative. The conclusiou of this Hdmirsble report, which 
I moved slionld be printed and translated into all the lan¬ 
guages of Europe, was the following draft of a decree:— 
** The king shall be requeued to cause the negotiutions 
entered into with the princes holding posscssious in Alsace 
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and I>3rraine to \}e continued in such manner that provU 
lion be immediately made for the indemnity which has** 
been granted them by preceding; decrees, by all the means 
conipntiblc with the principles of justice and of the PrenchM 
consiiiiulon.” 

While couriers were carrying to Vienna this kind of 
ullimatnm, the prond declaration of llte national assembly 
and the despatches by whicfi the French ministry had 
endeavored to modenue its ofieers and explain its causes, 
ill order to prevent the fatal consequences which it had 
foresuciq while the ompcriw l^o|>old on his side, always 
entertaining pacific intentions, but alarmed and irritated by 
the violent 8|>ccchcs and hasty rcaohiiions of the tiaiiorial 
assembly, reneweil whli the court of licrlin tfie project of 
an ofl'cnsive and defensive allinnce, which had been sus- 

E mde<l since the ncccpiance of Ihe constilittion by the 
ing of Fraiio*, the repiihlicaii party prosecuted its plan 
of aggression against ihc kina's government. It excited 
popular pnMicMis, it spread distrust and suspicion of the 
eounivaiice of the cdiiiict of the Tuilerics whh that of 
Vicuna. T!ic iribiiuu of iho Jacobins resounded with the 
cries of wur; inflamiimiory petitions were ap|>l:«uded; the 
sittings of the assembly hocunic everyday more tuunib 
tuoiis. On the I7lh of February, ihe prU*st Faiicbct de* 
nounced Delesurt, the minister of foreign alfnirs, against 
whom, in a nio^t oniragooiis siH*erh, he accnnndntcd the 
most cahimniouH inculjuiiions. tint the assembly pre¬ 
vented him from fuiisbing his vehement declamation by 
passing lo the or<ler o( the day. Yet the parly, which 
would not lose the clfeci of llns false attack, liecanso It 
was preparing another of a more serious nature, demanded 
and obtained a reforcucc of denunciation to the committee 
of legislation. 

According to Iho regulations, the bureau of the assem« 
bly was changed every fortnight, and I fie choice of tlie 
president was a preiiy certain sign of the respective siliia« 
tion of the parties of the equilibrium of the three fractions 
of the assembly. Oiu of ten presidents, who had suc¬ 
ceeded each from the opening of the session on the Ist oft 
October, l7]^l,to the 3 1 st of Febmary, 1793, four belonged 
to the right side or the constitndonal party, three to the 
\e(if iho repubUcoD party, and three to the eeDtre,the neu¬ 
tral party. 
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On the 9CHh of Fcbnury I was nominated president, and 
succeeded Condoroet iu the chair. OiU or 407 votes I 
had oblniiicd 229. Tlie balance therefore still metined lo 
-our side, ojid it is evident ilmt at this lime, which was 
that when the Giroiidinsmadc the greatest efforts, and the 
greatest fernicniation prevailed, the nieiiibors who called 
themselves independent, and who sat in the centre, had 
it ill their power to determine ihc majority, to fix it in the 
coiislitntioiiai |urty aiA to change the face of alfairs. 
This tlicy did not do; and history is fidly authorised lo 
accuse them of the misforinnea which entne<l. Wliat 
passed whilo I was president but loo fully cojifirms this 
truth. 

Id iho first sitting at which t presided, an exlmordinary 
deputation from Marvoilles was introduced at the bar. 
Tho obj4,'cl of ihisdcputaiion was to denounce the rnunici* 
jmlity and Iiie ciiy of Arles, us having duiaiucd upon Iho 
road some arms intended fur Mursuillca Tho Rpokobiuat), 
in a virulent discourse, accuaeil the dircctorvof tho depart- 
lUpni and ifie civil comniissioncn who had been sent 
thither, of diccking the patriotic eiitliusiasin and of con¬ 
niving with the counior-revohitionistsai home and abroad. 
Ilo announced the approacliing ouuhrcak of a civil war in 
tile depnrtinonis of tho souUi, and ro<iuircd that 20,000 
mn^ikets and 20,000 sabres slionid be grarjti*d lo ihc city 
of Marseilles to arm the injiabiiania Ho dusignalod, ho 
denounced the mayor of Arles, his own brother, as the 
head of the party whidi ought to be oxlerminalcd. 1 re¬ 
plied, ill llic name of iho assembly, tliat it had foreseen 
these alormSytluii it had already turned itsailcntion lo tho 
defence of ihe maritime froiiiler,«nd that it would oppose 
with full confidence, to all the enemies of liberty, the in- 
surmountable barrier of the lawa 'Fhe honors of the 
sitting were not asked for the deputation of Ihe Marsoillais. 
Tlie scandal of a man accusing his own brother excited 
Ihe indignation of all generous minds; but Iho warmth 
with which the republicans supported this deounciation, 
^nd extended il lo all the departments of the south, sulfi- 
ciently proved that it had Mn prepared and concerted 
with the popular societies, in wfai^ the flame of insurrec¬ 
tion against the constituted authoriiies was constantly 
fanned. • 

Vaublanc then spoke, and participating, as he said, m 

15* 
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the alamu of the speakera, he courageously revealed the 
true causes of (hem. ^ 

^ Have WG a solid and respected government? No; and 
WG shall Dot have such a gevemment, so long as popular 
societies, whose intentions I do not condemn, but whose 
excesses 1 blanie, shall impede the course of the magis* 

1 rates, shall disguise and vilify the exercise of their au« 
ihority, so long as sections of iU^ people shall exercise a 
vengeance which heloitgs to Justjce alone. Such, gentle¬ 
men, is the true evil which threatens public tranquillity.” 

This oddress excited violent murmurs. Vaublanc was 
supported by Crestin, who with the same energy showed 
the frightful progress of tho diso^ranisation of the authorU 
ties. ** 1)0 you not feel gentlemen,” cried he, ** tliat alt the 
bonds of goveniment are daily breaking in your hands? 
1*1 le disorganisation of the constituted authorities will soon 
lead ns, if we do not take care, to excite town against 
town, Olid this will bo the beginning of the dissolution of 
the body politic. Already you see Marseilles march 
against Arles,and soon .Arlos will rise against its neighbor. 
It will be like a match, which will sot fire to the whole 
kingdom, if it is not extinguished at the outset.” 

llte attack of (ho constitmionalisis against the popular 
aocieiios was os enorgutic as important; the mcniben of 
tho centre api>earcd inclined to support it, and yet the 
order of the day was adopted by a slender majority. Hut 
as Giiadct had desired to speak, it was my duty to con* 
suit the assembly; he was heard, and continued the debate 
by a speech in favor of popular societies, on which he 
b^lowed a pompous eulogium. 

In the sitiitig of the 93d, the debate was renewed by 
the motion of Mouysset, notwithstanding the opposition 
of the contrary party. This morion tended to hinder the 
meeting of deputies, either at the Jacobin or other dubs; 
proposing to the assembly to decree (hat on all (hose days 
on whicli there should be tio evening uUing,the hall should 
be open to all those deputies who should come to confer 
there. The deputies of the Gironde saw clearly that this 
motion was directed against their infinence, and hasteneef' 
to oppose it After a long and vehement debate the 
greatest ernifosion prevail^. Mouysset withdrew bis 
motion, we were forsaken by Ike centre, and the aasembly 
passed to the order for the day, amidst the boisterous 
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applauses of the galleries, which were crowded with 
^fUQmbcrs of the Jacobin club. With these applauses and 
extravagant demonstrations of joy, were mingled voci* 
Hbiuiions and abuse, particularly directed against me, 
though I had presided in the course of this stormy debate 
with the firmest impartiality. Some wcut even so far as 
to insult my wife, when she was leaving a reserved scat, 
where she had been rocognisc^l. 'ilius the hope and 
opportunity of mllviug the constitutional majority, of 
Checking (ho frightful progress of the popular societies, 
and of supporting the government, which was haslenitig 
to its ruin, were for ever lost. 

The rcpirhlicnn party,eager to profit by the advanlnges 
which hf^ been ^ined by the iU*<ueccBf of xUf. nitaek 
made by the constitutionalists, resumed offensive measures. 
It ohraincdtfie renewal of the diplomatic committee, which 
was insirurted to examine the treaty of 1750, of which (he 
Giroudins desired to olUaiu the rupture, bocanso they fore¬ 
saw that such A rnpinre would infallibly lead to war, in 
case the answer of the etnperor, which was impatientiv 
ex|)cctef), should not affoni them just reasons or plausiblp 
pretexts to engage in it 'Dus answer at length arrived at 
iho latter end of February, in (ho form of a despatch from 
the chancellor, prince Kanniix, addressed to M. de lllu- 
mendorf, the Austrian charg0*d'affaires, at Peris. Delos* 
sart, the minister for foreign nffnirs, came lo the sitting of 
the 1st of March, to communicate to the assembly all the 
documouts relotive to this negotiation; he coused (he rood* 
ing of the official paper to be preceded by an extract from 
his own despatch to the marquis de Noaillea, in which he 
acquainted the French ambassador willi the orders and 
the intentions of the king to obtain from the court of 
Vienna the positive explanations required by the assembly. 
This first communicaiion was certainly not necessary. It 
was spontaneous and confidential on the part of the minis* 
ter, and attested his good faith. ITte exposition of the 
situation of France, and that of our causes of complaint, 
yere so clearly, so frankly developed, that not a single 
expression was at first remarked which was not con* 
.formable to the principles of the consTitolion, and the 
intentions of the a«embly. The reading of this letter 
was even received with applauses, aiid yet this same 
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document served, in the sequel, as the ground for the most 
false iiiterpreta lions. 

Before proceeding to the communicalion of the official 
note of prince Kauniiz to M.de Blumendorf, M. DeiesaaK' 
addressing me, sold, "Mr. President, the despatch which 
has just been read was not intended for publicity; it had 
been communicated confidentially to the minister of the 
emperor, and it is in some measure by an abuse of con- 
fidcnce that he has made use of it in such a manner that 
it has become puMIc. 'Hiis despatch contains the secret 
of my thoughts; it is essential that all I think should bo 
known; the disadvaniageous situation in which my depart¬ 
ment places me will then be no longer abused, incessantly 
to direct against me auspicious imputations and reproaches, 
e<inally contrary to justice and to truth. 

'Hiis sineero declaration, far from disarming the levellers, 
only aggravated in the eyes of tlie republicans tho suspicion 
of counivaiico between the two cabinets, and the contents 
of the imperial note furnished but loo many pretexts for 
this unjust imputation. Tho several docutnonls which are 
report^ in all tho chronicles of the linte, and which all 
contemporary historians have repealed, are now so well 
known, tlmt 1 think it unnecessary to insert thorn hero. 

Prittce Kaiinits, while protesting the jKicific intentions of 
Leopold, justified the convention of Fifullz, and the mea¬ 
sures before coiiceried becweeit the powers to maintain 
tho honor and safety of tho crowns. He excused these 
measures by the fear of the propagation of revolutionary 
principles, subversive of all other Forms of government in 
Europe; he proved that these purely defensive measures 
had Imii, if not revoked, at least stopped and suspended, 
tinco tho free acceptance of tlie constitution by the king. 
But then coming to the present state of things, Kauniiz 
drew a hideous and too accurate a picture of the anarchy 
which was beginning to ovenpread Prance, which sapped 
the foundation of the constitution, and threateoed to over¬ 
turn the throne of the king of France. 

Interfering in our internal government, in oar domest^ 
quarrels, the emperor anathematized the popular societies,, 
addressed the sound part of the nation, and saw no secu¬ 
rity for the preservalioo of peace but iji the ruin of the 
Jacobin peny. 

Hie republicans bore Impatiently the reading of this 
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declaration of Leopold, and of the circniars and other 
dii^oniatio docnmciiia hy which U was accorof>aiued. 
Inimodiately ahorwards, the miiii:«ter for foreign affairs 
gave diverse information rcspeciini^ ihc atnto of tho iro* 
perial forces in tho Netlierhnids and in the lirisyaii, and 
added;—Now, M. President, the king has judged that ho 
ought not to deter acquainting tlie etcj]>cror with iho iin- 
pru‘<sion wfiieh his answer hus made upon him, and llio 
course which his niajesl^ lias ifioneht proper to adnpt. 
In consequence Ihc amhassndor of Franco is instmetod to 
declare to the ennri of Vienna that the kiitg has not judged 
it suitable to tho dignity or to the indepondoiicc of the 
nation, to enior into a discuaNion on subjects, which con¬ 
cern only tho internal sitnatiou of tho kingdom. Tho 
king roquircs of the emperor, to pnt an end to all plans 
concerted against France; he otfers, or rather rci;cws to 
him the assurance of union aiul peace; ho calls U{)Oii him 
fora similar nianifestatioii of his sent i men is; ho rcipiiroi 
that it shall l)c prompt, sincere and categorical, and us a 
pledge of rcciproCiM fidelity, the king promises, that as 
soon os tho emperor sliall have eiilorcd into an engago- 
niont to stop all preparations for war in his dominions, 
and to place the military force in the Nellicriands and in 
the Unsgaii on tho same fooling ns it was in the nionlh 
of February, 1701, his majesty will in like manner cease 
all preparations, and reduce the French troops in tho 
froniier departments to the ordinary amount of the 
garrisons.” 

This important cominunicalion mado on the several 
parties of tho assembly an iinpromion as diveno as the 
views and opinions which dividiai ns. 'JTic Jacobins 
resented, as an insult to Ihc nation, the inenlimtions of 
anarchy imputed to them in the despatch of J^rince 
Knnnilz, and Iho contempt which it manifesicj of ifio 
popular societies. The Girondins saw in it with joy mo¬ 
tives to force a declaration of war, and, like tho Jacobins, 
took no account of the pacific inclinations of IyH)pold. 
ll|ie coiislitutioiialists, who might Justly have held tho 
•same language as the emperor's minisler, on the princi¬ 
pal cause of the internal troubles, and the diffcrenco 
winch had arisen between the fciroign powers and France 
were no less offended than all ihe rest of Iho assembly, at 
the pretensions of the cabinet of Vienna to interfere iu 
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our afikin, and to counsel, and dictate in the most unbe- 
comiug tone, the conduct which the defenders of the con-* 
stitution and the king ought to adopt And yet they 
were fur from rejecting, like their adreraariefl, the 
ray of hope of preserving peace, which the personal In¬ 
clination of (ho emperor, and the answer made by M. 
Delessarl in the name of the kbig, permitted them to 
dterisU. 

No member obtaincil leave to speak, and all llie docu- 
meiUs wore referred to the diplomatic committee; but in 
the evening sitting of the same day, Hoiiycr expressly 
moved, that the diplomatic committee, united with the 
committoe of legislation, should present to the cliomberlain 
three days* observations, to be addrcss*id to the king, on 
the bud condtici of Delessart, who, he said, had slmnicrully 
CAiiscd the king to hold Innguagc unworthy of him, and 
of the nation which he had llic honor to represent. This 
motion was locottded by Mailhc. 1 was reluctantly 
obliged to put to (he vote the reference of thisdcnunciailoui 
atHl to soo it odoptiid without a discussion. 

On the Silt of March, 17(19, 1 quitted (he president’s 
chair, and was succeeded by Guyton do Morveatu 

The storm whidt throaloiHxl iho executive government 
could no longer bo averted. Anarchy was in the kittg's 
couijcii, as well as in the assembly and in (he moss of tho 
people. Thu intrigues which divided (he ministers, gave 
titetn up widtout defence (o (he attacks of the republican 
party. Narbontie, the minister of war, a man of talenl 
and courage, had very prt>|>erly undertoken to rouse the 
court from the inactive and (cniportsing system, whicli is 
always fatal in critical times, but was lo«i well suited to 
the irresolute character of Louis XVI. fits firmness, his 
Qcuvity, and Ins manners IkuI rendered him very popular. 
Bertrand do Molleville, (he minister of marine, his anta¬ 
gonist, a skilful intriguer, hud quite opposite designs ; by 
diivembling them he had gained the confidcD^ of the 
monarch, and defeated all (he eflbrts of Narboniie to 
obtain it. Uelessart, iho miriister for foreign affairs, who 
had become suspected on account of his pnideitce in a, 
most dKBcuU negotiation, odious to the Girondins by his 
personal atiaehmenl to the king, acted sincerely, and con¬ 
fined himself to the duties of* his office, declaring neither 
for NarboQoe nor for ^rttaod. Tbe latter had gaiued 
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the advantage: a letter of the minister of war, indiscreetly 
yublished, eerved liim u a pretext for getting rid of hie 
rival, and Narbonno was succeeded by de Grave. The 
rommitn[cation of this change readied the assembly on 
the 10th of March, at which siiiUig llrissot was to make 
his report; the storm broke oat 

The dismissal of Narboiiiie displeased all parties ; the 
proposal to declare, as had been done in the case of Necker, 
that the regret of the nation accompanied him, was unani¬ 
mously approved. Hie rcpnblicaiis taking advantage of 
the temper of the assembly, Gu&det rushed to tlio Irihnno. 
** At length,^' said he, the day is come, when incredulity 
itself must bo forced to avow the plots, framed by Iho 
ministry against the liberties of Franco.” AAor some 
more violent observations, he declared tfiat the ussombly 
ought lo examine the conduct of each of the ministera. 

JlriASoti the reporter of the diploniatic committee, vehc- 
mciiily accused J)clcAsart,uiid the bitterness of his expres¬ 
sions, the animosity of iho party, loading me to judge what 
the conclusion would be, I scut word to Delessurt, that 
considering what was passing, I advisod him to come 
iuimedintely to the assembly and demand a hearing. Hut 
he, strong in the coiiscioiisness of his innocence, declined. 

Tlic speech of Hrissoi was a virulent statement, divided 
into three parts: first, tho examination of the confidential 
nolo of Uelessart to M. do NoaillfS,of the Slat of January: 
secondly, tho answer of prince Kaunitz to this despatch, 
thirdly, tho king’s answer to the emjH;ror, dated the 20 ih 
of February. In a long commenury on these ofltcial 
dociimonts, put together with equal subtlety and perfidy, 
Bnssot, perverting the meaning of the motives and the 
expressions, had framed a system of plots arid deceptions 
agreed upon between the two cabinets. 'J*he result of this 
report was the proposal of on act of accusation, which was 
carried: the assembly decreeing that the executive power 
sliould be commissioned to give the necessary oruere to 
hove him arrested, and all his papers scaled. 

Hiasiened to the mlnistor, and was tho first to inform 
Wm of the decree passed against him. ** You have but a 
few moments,” said I, ** to save your head from the fury 
of your accusers. l)o not depend on the protection of the 
law; your ruin is necessary to* the designs of the faction; 
it is resolved upon and certain.” He, however, refused 
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to fiy\ I could not persuade him, Ihat neither duly nor * 
honor obliged him to brave such dangers. Ho was inv 
moveable, and rushed Tolunlarily upon his destriiclion, 
whicfi 1 had but too well foreseen. Three ddya aller^ou.. 
the 14ih of March, Brissot presented a draft of sixteen 
heads of accnsalion against Detessart, which was adopted, 
and the minister ordered to be tried before the supreme 
national tribunal. After this unhappy day the constitu¬ 
tional party could give but feeble support to the govern* 
ment, for it found none itself iu a disorganised ministry, 
which resisted but o few days longer tlie repented blows 
of the Gironde and the Jacobins. All the ministers were 
successively denounced, and escaped a decree of accusa¬ 
tion by voluntarily <{mtting their posts. Even Narbonne 
hin>seff, notwithsuinding his pnpnlarity, which had ren¬ 
dered him su^))cctcd M court and occasioned his removal 
from otKcc, was aitncked hy the Jncohins, and had In jus¬ 
tify hiinsetf ai the bur of tlic ussenihly. The seclusion and 
irresolution of the king in this serious crisis, the confusion 
wliicfi reigned hi the Icgislultve body, presented a inosi 
afflicring sight; notwithsiuiMling the appurent agreement 
of the Jacobins and the Oiroiidhia, U wus easy to perceive 
the germs of their future divisions. The former bore with 
imputicuco the ascendancy which the lallcr had acquired 
by llicir tulouts, to which, however, they were obliged to 
give way. Hic Giroiidins judged the moment favorable 
to gel into power, and negotiated secretly with the king. 
Their offers were accepted as a matter of necessity, and 
the council was soon composed of their friends and crea¬ 
tures, the constitution forbidding the members of the legis¬ 
lative body to exercise public functions. Tlio first |>erson 
who appeared on this new stage, was general Dumoiiriez, 
who was appointed minister (or foreign affairs, the very 
day aDer the unfortunate Dclessart had been taken away 
from the conftdenco of the king, litis ambitious adven¬ 
turer, wlko poescosed real military and political talent, a 
restless and incoitstant spirit, an able and audacious intri¬ 
guer, had at once gained the confidence of the rcpubliratis, 
and given pledges to the popular societies, even pnitinv 
on the red cap. The Girondin Geosoun^, who, by his 
connections with Debpone, the inlendant of the civil list, 
had caused Dumouriez to be proposed to the king, moved, 
in the nttiog of the 14th of March, inunediately after the 
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adoption of the decree of accosation against Deleasart^that 
the asaecnbly should present an address to the king» with 
a view to enlighten the monarch, and to induce him to 
MWer more frankly into the views of the assembly by 
placing in the ministry men of tried patriotism; but the 
real object of this step was to show the majority gained 
by the Gironde party, and to point out, or rather to intpose 
upon the king, such a choice of persons, as ^ould secure 
to the party the Miue infiuenee in the council that they 
exereim in the assembly. !t was an imitation of one of 
the most remarkable acts of the constituent assembly, 
namely, tho celebrated address of Mirabeau. Their simi¬ 
larity struck every body. Gensonn^ read the proposed 
decree, which was drawn up with much art and eloquence. 
I shall quote only a few words of the exordium and the 
peromtion. ** Sire, a decree of accusation, passed by the 
national assembly against one of your ministers, is a pain¬ 
ful measure which has been imposed upon us by our 
duties; but though it falls upon a man of your choice, you 
cannot but approve of it, because the patriotism of the 
throne ought in no cose to diflbr from that of the repre¬ 
sentatives of the nation.^’ • • • • u 

course is necessary; you hear the wish of all France. Let 
your ministers have a character which shall raise thorn 
above all suspicion; let their conduct show men of resolu¬ 
tion, who do not merely follow their duly but their Incli¬ 
nations ill serving the eoiuUtuiioD; let tlicm appear lento 
obey than to love iC* 

In this addren the republican language, (he bittemea 
of the reproaches of supioeness made to the executive 
power, were tempered by the ezpoaiiion of a doctrine 
which was perfectly consittulional, and by respectful ex- 
prenion. The Jacobins saw only a snare in these at¬ 
tempts at conciiisiiop. 'JTiey opposed the adoption of the 
address; Bazire exclaimed these lamentationi did not 
becosne the assembly; that the constiturion appointed it to 
.watch over the executive power, to pursue its agents, but 
not^o enlighten it Gensoon^ withdrew his motion. 

• The new ministers were proclaimed. ITiey were Du- 
ni 9 uriez for foreign aftura, De Grave, who was retained 
in the war department, and who acted only under the 
influmee of Dumooriez; the advocate Durantbon, for the 
Vou L^ie 
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department of justice, Ijacoste for the mariiie, ClaTiire 
for the fioaoees, and ^laod for the interior. 

This last, an enlightened and able man, afiected repaid 
lican austerity in his manpers end his condu.ct He eo 
joyed the entire confidence of the chiefo of the Gironde, 
who met eeery day at Madame Roland’a This lady, 
who was celebrated for her enlarged underttanding, her 
elegance of manners, and above all for her heroic courage, 
even on the scafibld, was the soul of this council. In the 
cabinet, she gave her hosband the assistance of her pen, 
and in the drawing-room she inspired bis friends with her 
own enthusiasm. 

EvetKa rapid fy succeeded each other. Domouriez 
thought only of rendering the declaratioo of war inevita¬ 
ble, because he looked upon it as a certain means to rise, 
to take the aacendant over his colleagues, and to make 
hiraaclf popular with the party which lud elevated him to 
power. He had not failed, from his enirance into the 
minisiij, to demand of the court of Vienna, as be said 
himselfin his letter of 97th of March, a categorical and 
decisive answer, in the name of the assembly and of the 
king. While waiting for lliis reply, he communicated the 
despatch addressed to his predecessor, by M. de Noaillet, 
which included a letter from the French ambassador to 
M. de Kaunilz, and the answer of the Austrian minister 
to that letter. I mast here observe, that the arrival at 
Vienna of the Uet deepatehee of Delessart coincided with 
the suddm death of the Emperor Leopold. The letter 
which M. de Noailles addressM to M. de Kaiioitz on this 
unexpected occasion, was conformable to the instructions 
of M. Delessart, in execution of the resolution of the as¬ 
sembly: this letter acquaints ns with tbe last terms of the 
oegoiiation before the rupture, and as it is equally import¬ 
ant for the justification of the unfortUDSte ministeT and 
the honor of his memory, I think it my duty to state tbe 
substance of it • • • • • , 

** His majesty finds in the annrer of bis late imperial 
majeety pacific and inendly overturee, whkit he'-baa 
eanrly en^raced; as it is necemary, however, to put an 
end to a state of noeertainty, which has been too much 
prolonged, tbe king dedans that, piacag bis CMifiderioe 
tn hie attachment, and in dmt of iht Fmra natioa to the 



▲RSWBt or PlIVCB ZAWTrU 


179 


conttitiition, and likevise confiding in the affection of the 
inoch people, he cannol see without pain a concert 
which has no object, and which appears to be a subject of 
The king, therefore, calls upon bis ally to put an 
end to this concert, and he repeats to him the assuranoe of 
union and ^ace; he manifests explicitly his intentions; 
he reckons on Che same frankness, and the same prompti¬ 
tude in the declarations which he expects. As a pledge 
of reciprocal fidelity, the king hns iDstructed his ambassa¬ 
dor to promise that, as soon as his imperial majesty shall 
have entered into an engagomeiit to stop all military pro- 
parations in his dominions, and to replace the military 
force in the Netlierlands, and the Brisgau, on the same 
footing as they were on the tst of April, 1790, his ma¬ 
jesty wilt likewise suspend all preparations, and reduce 
the French troops in the frontier departments to the usual 
state of the garrisons. It is in this determination, the only 
one becoming the dignity of two great states, and agreea¬ 
ble to their respective interests, that the king has rocog* 
nised the senUments which he expected from his late 
majesty the imperial emperor, his brother*in-law, aitd the 
ancient ally of France; lastly, the ambassador has been 
instructed to observe that, aher a proposal so legal and so 
formal, the king reckon^ on an answer whieli should 
bear the same character, and announce the wish to put 
an end to a situalion, in which France cannot and will not 
remain any longer.” 

Instead of the answer which the pacific intentions of 
Leopold had given reason to expect, M. do Kauuiiz, re¬ 
calling preceding facts, referred to explanations already 
given, and thus confirmed (he offensive inierlereitce, st 
which the assembly had been unanimously incensed. 

Not to interrupt the narrative of facts, and the mention 
of documents, essentially relative to the question of war, 
1 proceefl to the sitting of the Ulh of April, in whicli the 
minister for foreign afiain gave an nccotint of what had 
jnmed at Vienna afier the dea^ of the emperor Leopold, 
and* the accession of his succemor, king of Hungary and 
Bohemia, and of the result of the instructions whi^ ha 
h^ given to the French ambassador on entering on his 
mmittry. I shall not, however, neglect to mention in the 
seqgel, some events which occurred in the short interval 
.vhidt I pass over. 
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The minister for foreign afl^iira had deferred making 
known his own despatch of the 19th of March to M. do 
Noailies, till the answer of the latter had reached him»and 
this twofold communication» which was to put an ei^*tc 
all uncertainty, was impatiently expected. Dumouriez, in 
his new instructions, fc^gan by blaming the weakness of 
hit predecessor in the conduct of iho negotiation; he 
likewise reproached the French ambassador for having 
otficioudy conimuiiieated to the Austrian minister Iho 
confidential letter of Delessarl. •••••»• 
Then assuming a tone of disdainful hanghtinea, which 
could not fail to please his new proteciors, Dumouriez 
arrogantly prophesied all the misfortunes which would fall 
upon the house of Austria. 

'fhese threats, indiscreet bints, respecting the state of 
the minds of (ho people in the Netherlands, the remcm* 
brance of the inaiirrection of ilic Genoese, the detnand of 
a prompt and decisive answer to put an end to the crisis, 
ail this was only calculated to irritate the pride of the 
cabinet of Vienna, and to break the last threaus of a nego¬ 
tiation, whidi had hitherto been carried on in a spirit quite 
contrary to its apparent object, which was the presorvo* 
tion of peace. Accordingly the French anibassadnr, 
despairing to obtain any nKMilkation of the preceding 
declarations of prince Knunitz, instead of deliveritig his 
now credentials, earnestly requested permission to retire. 
** My time is fiuislicd,’’ ho soid; " I am obliged to confess 
my perfect inability hencoforih to render any service to 
my country here.” M. de Noailles added in bis official 
despatch, there is no room to doubt that affairs have in 
fact assumed a new faco since tlw death of the emperor 
Leopold. • • * ♦ young monarch will neces¬ 
sarily suder himself to be guided at the oommencemeiu of 
his reign. He will show. If not by his own character, at 
least by that of his ministry, great iof&exibility in bis prin¬ 
ciples.’’ 

After this despatch had been read, Dumouriez commu¬ 
nicated his last reply of the 97th of March, which con¬ 
tained only a repetition of his first instructions, aiHl which, 
he laid before the assembly, be said, only to acquaint, it 
with the state of the negotiation at the moment when the 
king took his resolution. • 

As /or fAe rtgoiuiion which the king iooky M. de 
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^'oaillet having refrained from communicating officially 
the HVO despatches of Dumouries to tba Austrian miiiis- 
M. de Cobentzel^ arho had succeeded M. de Kaunitz, 
hia majesty sent to the king of Bohemia and Hungary* 
by an extraordinary ambaandor, the following autograph 
letter:— 

** Sib—^ fy brother and nephew. The tranquility of 
Europe depends upon the answer which ycur majesty 
shall make to the step* which 1 owe to the great interests 
of the French nation, to my glory, and to iSe good of the 
unhappy victims of the war, with vhidi the concert of 
the powers menaces Frauee. Your majesty cannot doubt 
that it is of my own will and freely that 1 have accepted 
the French constitution. I liave sworn to maintaiu it^ 
my tranquillity and my honor are identiSed with it; my 
fate is joined to that of the nation of which I am the 
hereditary representative, and which, notwithstanding 
the calumnies that are propagated against it, deserves and 
always will enjoy the esteem of all nations The French 
have sworn to live free or die. M. de Molgue, whom 1 
send as my ambassador extraordinary to your majesty, 
will explain to you the means which we still have to 
hinder and prevent the calamities of war which threaten 
Europe. In these sentiments, Ac. 

(Sign^) " Louis.** 

The communication of Dnmouriei's despatches, and 
specially that of the king’s letter, was received with 
lively acclamations; but the condiM^ of M. de Noailles, 
notwithstanding the prudential motives by which he jtt^ 
tified it, excited violent murmurs, arui after eome intempe* 
rate speeches, the assembly decreed thst there were 
grouuos to impeach the ambassador; but on the following 
day |he minister for foreign atbirs informed the assembly 
that a despatch, which he had just received from M. de 
Noailles, proved that the ■mhnmtdnr had followed the 
king’s ordeta, and that after a short hesitation he had 
rmlved to deliver the ultimatam of the French govero- 
m&t to M. Cobeotzel. It was proposed to revoke the 
decM of impeachment; the ipembenoo the left opposed 
it, the propoK was referred to the diplomatic comroiUee 
%Dd adjourned, artd ii was not till the lath of April, after 

xe* 
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bsTing a nev despatch of M. de NoaiUes, that the decree 
of impeacbmeDt was reroked. 

The lost answer made by M. Cobeotsel confirmadj^e ^ 
preceding declaration of the court of Vienna, and reduc^ 
to the folio wing terms the cooditioDS of a redprocal disarm* 
ing and the restoration of good harmony:— 1 st, the satis¬ 
faction of the princes holding poeseaaioDs in France; Sd, 
aatlsfactioa of the Pom for the country of Avignon; 3d, 
the measares which Pnnce should think fit to take, but 
which iliould be such that the government should have 
sufficient power to reprees every thing that might alarm 
the neighboring statea 

In this same sitting of the 19th of April, Dumouries read 
a letter from the king, by which his maiesty announced to 
the national assembly that he intended to repair to it on 
the following day, the 90th of April, at half-past twelve. 

The republicans had gained their object; they had 
forced the king to concur in the execution of their designs 
by reducing him to the inevitable necessity of yielding to 
the advice of his couikII, and of proporing to the legisla¬ 
tive assembly the declaration of war. In fact the king 
went to the assemblv as he had announced. His counte¬ 
nance, :the change of his features, and his voice ezpresseU 
the deepest aflliction and his gloomy foreboding He 
first cauWd the report of the minister for foreign affairs, 
on the political situation of France, to be communicaled to 
the asnmbly. This report, which had led to the delibo- 
ration of the council, was only a recapiiulacion of the 
documents already known, of the ministerial correspond¬ 
ence, between the two courts till their reapecllve ullima- 
tum. . • • • • • . • 

Alter having enumerated as for as be could the various 
grounds of complaint, in a long pieamble, Dumouriez, 
considering that according to the constitution, which did 
not permit the naiicm to declare itself in a state of war 
(which it is well known the king would have preferred in 
order to leave a roed to pecificatkm still open), had. sug¬ 
gested that the king, accompanied by his ministers, should 
repair to the national amembly to propoae to it war wilh 
Austria. 

The reading of the report beii^ concluded, the king, in 
a Toiee of deep emotion, prooounM the folbwing speech. 

** You have now hMrd, gentlemen, the result of the. 



TB Kl!fe VBOmXi WA1« 


183 


negotiationa whkh I have eerried on with Ihe court of 
Vienna. The recommendatloos of the report are the una* 
jijnoiifl opinion of ro 7 couocU; 1 have adopted them 
myaekf. They are conformable to the wish which the 
national aeaembly haa aeveral ixmet manifetted to me» 
and to tk^ aeDticueDta which have been expresaed by a 
great number of citiaentyin different parta of my kin^om. 
They all prefer war» to eeeing any longer Uie dignity of 
the French people iuaulied, and Ihe national aafeiy threat¬ 
ened. 

** It was my duly firat, to employ all meant to maintain 
peace. I now come, according to the coiiatitutioik, to pro- 
poae to the national aaeembly, war with the king of 
Hungary and Bohemia.'* 

Tlie Icing withdrew; Iw waa but faintly applauded. 
The pretident doted Hie titling, which wm returned on 
the tame day at hve o’clock. The public galleriet were 
crowded. *rhe Giroitdint first propoeed by La Source, a 
member of the diplomatic committee, one of their num¬ 
ber, to refer the propoaal to that committee. We tup- 
ported this motion, which gave ua time to examine the 
argumenit brought forward by Dumounes, and furnithod 
ut with an opportunity to iiittify our opimont and our 
teniinMnla; but teeing that the motion wtt ill received by 
the Jacobins and tho niteries, the Girondint changed 
their manceuvres, and Mailhe, who waa likewise a mem¬ 
ber of the diplomatic comminee, ttked and obtained that 
the debate almnid commence Immediately. Wo oppoted 
in vain this precipitate resolution. Paatoret tpoke first, 
and afier taying tut the amemhiy ehould not tufier itself 
to be led away by exaggerated impultes of enihutiatin, 
he was the first to propose, that the assembiy,de]ibemting 
on the formal propottl of the king, should decree that 
there were grounds to declare war. 

As we hu for esee n that the intolerance of the repnb- 
licites would not suffer the debate to proceed freely, we 
agreed that only one of our tpeakert should appear in 
the tribune; Be^uey offered himself, and had prepared 
to support in this unequal struggle, which on that account 
Was .the more honorable, the cause of troth, and tbe sys¬ 
tem of padficalioo. He performed his ta^ with equal 
ctwage and talent ReferriBg to the documents succet- 
iively produced by tbe two nuniiteri^ Deleaart and 
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Dumoaries, he re^^ablMed the facts which had been, 
disfigured, in order Co maltipif the obetaeles to the pre¬ 
servation of peace. Attemi^ were made to stop himi(t« 
his developmenUL The president, Bigot de Preamenea, 
declared K\Ui he had a right to proceed, but the interrup¬ 
tions became more frequent, when the speaker, examining 
the interests and respective ntiutions of the powers with 
regard to France, pointed out all the dangers and calami¬ 
ties of a war, whkh would kindle a flame throughout 
Europe, and cause the ruin of our institutions, which 
were not yet consolidated. ** Lastly,'^ said be in conclu¬ 
sion, " this war which is propored to you, is the hope of 
all the enemies of the constitution*, it is for war they si^, 
and you will fulfil their wishes by attacking Austria. 
The etnigrantt are without snpport; they will find it in 
those whom we desire to attack, l^e enemies at home 
likewise loudly cell for war; if vou decide upon it, you 
will answer their mostebenshed desires. I move that the 
assembly shall decree that there are no grounds to debate 
upon the king's proposal; that the executive power re¬ 
mains charged to defend the nation against all hostility, 
and that it shall continue all the negotiations with the 
different nowera of Europe, against every convention 
affecting tne national independence, and to prevent any 
rupture with other naiiona*^ 

’fbe Girondins replied to Becquet’s speech. Guadet, 
disdaining to follow him in his convindog and solid reason¬ 
ings, affected irookally to find in it, arguments for his own 
opinion. Mailhe repeated trite declamatiooe, and gained 
tlU applause of the gnllenea by demanding that war should 
be declared before they broke up. Cneaof "question! 
war! war I” closed the debate, burst from the asrembly 
and the galleriea. In the midst of this confUnon, Jaueourt 
called for the previous question; Dubayet proposed the 
reference to the diplomatie committee. Guadet sod Brissot 
supported it, on copdition that the report should be made 
during the string. Cries of "questfon! question! tbe.d^ 
cree!*’redoabled. I rose to speak against closng the debate. 

1 persisted, notwithstaoding tbe hootiDga of m gallerie^ 
and the tarembly decided that I should be heart. The 
debate beiiig doM, tbe king's proposal was adopted,gad 
referred lo the diplomatic committee; that it might make 
Its iSfort before the dtdng bn^ np. lu the interral. 
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Condorcct soid, *■ I have thought of the necessity of ad¬ 
dresing to the French people and to foreign nations, a 
statement of the motives erhidi have led to the decree 
>^ch the asacRibly has jnst passed. 1 hare drawn up a 
sketch of such a statement, which 1 ask the permission of 
the assembly to read.^’ 

It was in fact a new edition of the speech which he had 
delivered in the sitting of the l^th of Jannary, and this 
second political manifesto was intended, according to the 
plan of the Gironde, to follow the report of the diplomatic 
committee; but the Jacobins hod forestalled them, and iJie 
reading of this manifesto was given ns, os an interlude 
between the two acts of this deplorable drama. 

'i'ho ob^t of this very eloquent address having been 
adjourned, Oensotin^ presented the draught of the decroea 
referred to the diplomatic committee. 

The first decree, recapitulating the grounds of complaint 
against the court of Vienna, declared tlmt there were no 
longer any hopes of obtaining redress, by a friendiy nego¬ 
tiation, and that the conduct of the Au^rian cabinet was 
equivalent to a declaration of war. 

The second decroe was as follows:— 

'i1io national assembly declares that the French nation, 
faithful to the principles established by its constitutions, 
not to undertake any war with a view to conquest, and 
never to employ its forces egainst the liberty of any p^ple, 
takes arms only for the preservation of its liberty and indr- 
)»endcnce; that the war which it is obliged to maintain, is 
not a war between one nation and another, but the just 
defence of a free people against the unjust aggressions of 
a king; that the French will never confound their brethren 
with their real enemies; that they will neglect nothing to 
mitigate the scon^ of war, and spare and preserve pro¬ 
perty, and (o make all the misfortunes innparablo from 
war, fall upon those only who ^all combine against its 
liberty; that it adopts before^od all those, who, abjuring 
the uuse of its enemies, shall come to rtinge themselves 
Mudir its standards, and devote their efibrts to the defence 
of liberty; that it will favor, by all the means in its power, 
Ih^r establishment in France; deliberating on the formal 
prop^ition of the king, ami having decrc^ the urgency 
of the measure, decrees war against the king of Hungary 
^p(f Bohemia.'’ 
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Thiifl the die wsa cast: proud and full of Jot at haring 
kindled this immense conflagration, (be Oironoins did not 
foresee ttiat they vere themselves going to be precipitated 
into the gulf of anar^y, almost as soon as the throne, Ihe • 
public li^rty, and the constitution. They had dictated to 
the king the choice of hb ministers; they influenced the 
resolutions of the councils; they ruled in the assembly, and 
they flattered themselves that with such means they should 
be able to modify the form of government at their pleasure, 
preserve popular favor, and stop at the point, which they 
themselves called ** the supplement to the first revolution.’’ 
I'hey deceived tliemselves, and fancied that they still 
directed the movement, when they were already carried 
away by the torrent and driven beyond the limits of their 
own measures. They served the Jacobins, when they 
fancied they were served by them. The real chiefs of the 
latter, such as Dantou, and especially Robespierre, had a 
fixed and determined object; they desired an entire sub* 
version; and they proceeded without suflering themselves 
to ho turned aside by any ntoral consideration. Certain of 
not being stopped In the continual violation of the laws, 
cither by the constituted siuhorities or by the public 
force, they leR to the Oirondins the care, which was almost 
tupeHtioits, of removing the obstacles which might be 
opposed to them, by the forma of the constitution, and the 
courage of thoeo who defernled the fundamental law. 
The insoler>ce of the Jacobins was manifested, not only in 
the scandalous amnesty in favor of the asMssins of the ice* 
pit of Avignon, of which I have already spoken, but like* 
wise in the Saturnalia of the triumph of the soldiers of 
Chfiteaii-Vieux, which took place some days afterwards. 
In these two essays of its fatal power, this terrible party 
eonstreiued even the principal speakers of the Gironde, 
those austere and conscientious republicans, lo serve as its 
advocates. 

The soldiers of Chttesu*Vienx being restored to liberty 
by our decree of the Slst of December, 1791, had been 
welcomed, when they lefl the prison at Brest, by the 
popular societies, and on the invitation of P6tion the mayor, 
sent tn Paris, where the Jacobins prepared a triumphal 
fSts for them. Collected and led by the notorious Collot* 
d’Herbois, they appeared at the bar. Before they Vere 
introduced Jaucourt, foreseeing and wiping to prevent a 
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disgraceful coucurreoce on tbe part of tbe majoril/ of the 
aMembly, rose to speak, and expressed with enei^, thoi^h 
with m^eraiirm, the aeDtimeois of grief and indigoatioo 
wkb which so affiktuig a spectacle filled all his friends. 

*••••“ An amneWy,’* cried be, “ is neither 
a triumph nor a cisic crown. The troope of the line, who 
perishea at Nancy, likewise served their country and 
obeyed the law and tlio decree of the legislative body, 
which applauded their conduct, and honom their death 
by Q public cnoumiug, which was worn by all the national 
guard. Would you see, in this same place, where (heir 
virtue was honored by Aineral pomp, honors decreed to 
those who combated them? • • • • • The nation 

oueht to put on moumiiig before tliia aolemn act, You 
cannot dishonor the manes of the brave DesilleaanJ those 
of the unfortunate ciiisen-ooldiers, who were the first Uiat 
perished for their country; you cannot pass a cruel cen¬ 
sure on the constituent assembly, rend the hearts of all 
those who participated in that deplorable ovodI, and insult 
the Swiss nation, at (he moment of the renewal of (be 
military convention. • • • • pear lest the army 

should see in your conduct a reward of insubordination. 
* * 1 move that the soldiers of Chitoau-Vieux bo 
admitted at the bar, that (hey bo not deprived of tbe 
pleasure of expressing their gratitude to you, but I demand 
that they shall not be admitted to the honors of the sit- 
ling.’’ 

This motion having excited the most vehement mur¬ 
murs in a part of (he aSKmbly, and above all, in the pub¬ 
lic galleries, General Gouvion, formerly second in ccftn- 
mand of the Parisian nattonal guard, and who iu this post 
bad so fully justified the confidence of M. de la Fayette, 
as well ss that of the citiseos of Pi^, hastily ascended 
the tribune. 

Gentlemen,” said be," I had a brother, a true patriot, 
enjoving tbe esteem of bis feUow-ciiiaena, who was suc¬ 
cessively appointed commander of tbe national guard, and 
'was^mber of die depanmeot, ready to sacrifice hinai^ 
to the laws of his country. It was in the oams of the 
lay that be was called upon; it was in tbe name of the 
law he marched to Nancy with the brave national 
guai^ there be fell from five^musket-dtots. GentlemeB, 
J aA you if 1 can calmly see”— • m • Here Gou- 
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vioTi was interrupted by a voice, " Well, well, leave the 
asaembly/’ He iostaoily replied " !f I did not reepeot 
the assembly, 1 venture to say, 1 would treat with the 

utmost disdain the coward who has been ao bar.... 

l*he wretch then never had a brother worthy of esteem/’ 

On ieavin| the tribune, General Gouvion quilted the 
ball, on the nde whence the lEwulhna expression had been 
uttered; I hastened to accompany ninL Ip a few mo* 
meiits westopp^ together on the Terrace dee Peuillants, 
and Gouvion said to me, " Never will I again place my 
foot in that hall/’ He relumed home, and when I went 
to him aAer the fitting, he had already addressed hisresiff- 
nation to the president ** I shall wait here fotu*and* 
twenty hours,” said he, ^ for him whom 1 have denounced 
as a coward,* and to-morrow evening I ^all join the 
army; there 1 sliall doubtless find a glorious termination 
to all this.” 1 could not persuade him to mve up his 
design, and a few days afierwards the brave uouvion fell 
at the outposts of the vanguard of M. de la Fayette, struck 
by the 6r« ahot fired by the enemy. 

Couthon considered the condu^ of the soldiers of the 
Chfitcau*Vieux only as a subject of praise and a proof of 
an ardent patriotism, and since the assembly, tn breaking 
tkeir/eitar^^had resiored fhem to /i6er/y,ho claimed for 
them the honfirs of the sitting. He was supported by 
Maiihe and Lacroix, and above all by the repeated accla¬ 
mations of the galleries. It was in vain Robd^un, Daver- 
houit, and Hua attempted to oppose the motion of Coii- 
thop; the diseuasion was closed; the question of granting 
the honors of the ntting was put to the vote; the result 
being doubtful, the names wore called over, aod a ma¬ 
jority of sixteen decided in favor of the aoldiera of the 
Chiteau-Vieux. We were obliged to listen to the decla¬ 
mations of Collot-d'Herbois, which were insulting to the 
constituent anembly, and to see a pMtley and numerous 
train of individuals, of both sexes and of all agM, cross the 
hall, some armed with pikes ornamented with ribanda, 
others braadiahing their sabres; and in short, all the 
miserable pomp oi this shameful ovation. 

The stuation of the constitutional party after the decla¬ 
ration of war dailymore and mote distressing. It 

WM eor duty, it wu for onr honor to concur freely in tU 
diameasores which Ao\i\d be proposed tax placing Frenoe 
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in a condiiion to combat with energy; and yet it was our 
duty to reject meaauree whicht uMer the pretence of 
arotuinft the warlike spirit of the Dadoot were eridenUy 
directed by the factious to the overthrow of the throne. 
J’AitioDi, luflamoiatory motions, rapidly succeeded each 
other. Eersalnt, an old officer of the royal navy, on 
occasion of an affiray of little consequence, whi^ took 
place in the nrden of the Tuileriee, between some dtizens 
and the lung% guard, composed of Swiss and of national 
guards, was the first who sowed distrust and discord* by 

* a motion, the conseauenees of which became fatal. Afier 
a virulent discourse, he moved that the military committee 
should present in twenty-four hours a report on the three 
following questions;— 

1. Is it proper that the Swiss guards should do duty 
about the king^s person? 

g. Ou^t the national guard to do any other duty about 
the kind’s person, than that of a guard of honor whieli the 
law asngus him? 

3. Ought the constitutional guard of the king to be em¬ 
ployed, in any case, as nuking a part of the public armed 
force? 

Ordered to be referred to the committee. 

Thus our oppoeitioD to the antt-constitutional nujorily 
and against the ministry devoted to the Oirondins was 
render^ unpopular by the sttccess of the undeihand dealing 
of tiu Jacobins, and could not be of any further use to the 
crowni thus the true defenders of liberty had lost all but 
honor. 

Dumouriez was then at the height of his credit with the 
faction, which had so well served his purpose; he aimed 
at possssiing hitnself of the direction of public affairs; he 
courted at the same time tlie favor of the popular societies 
and the confidence of the king. His activity, his temerity 
sedtucd and misled the most timorous as well as the most 
ardent minds; and such was his infiuence over the msjorily 
of the roemtwrs of the asMn^ly, that a grant of six mil- 

• liorje was given him for private expenses, without his 
pointing out its intended purpose, and notwithstaoding the 
prudent suggestions of some of our friends on the scandal 
and danger of such a cooeemion. We suspected that this 
mop^ would be employed in excitiog risiogs in Belgium, 

You L—17 
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if th« plaa ^ tho campaign, which Damouries had medi*> 
lated and adfiaed, waa put into ezecutioD. ^ 

I ihall hereafter hare occasion toexamioeand devetbpe 
this eirange plan, projected ao inconsiderately, that h 
impoauble to recoAika in it, the miliury taleoU and per- 
•picacily of its author. A a this anaueceMful planaerred 
aa the bam for the aecoaation which I thought it my duty 
to bring againat the Girondin minister, jutt before the 
catastrophe of the 10th of August, 1 refer to that time the 
curious details, which my denuDcutiou contains, and shall 
now merely trace the principal fealurea and the apparent 
motires of this pretended plan of iorasion. It is well 
known, as I beUere I hare already mentioned, that before 
the declaration of war the formation of three armies had 
been indicated, bnt they had not been assembled; that of 
the north, under the command of marshal de Rocharobeau, 
that of the ccDtie, under general la Fayette; that of the 
Rhine, under atar^iaf Luckner. It was assumed that the 
edcctiTc force ef each of these three armies was to amount, 
that of Rochambeau to 53,000 men, that of la Payette to 
68,000, and that of Luckner, to almost 48,000^iD all 
163,000 men. On the 80th of April, from which time the 
eommunicatioM might hare been interrupted, and at the 
utmost some hoetilittes hare taken place between the out¬ 
posts of the respectire fortresses, all the French troops, the 
greater part of which were still in the interior and at a 
gre^ distance from the line, were dispersed in the garrisons 
and in some cantoBmenia, but there was no regular organU 
ntion of the serenl armi^ no magazines of ammunition, 
prorisiona and camp equipage formed on a general plan, 
eren for a defenrire system. On the part of the enemy 
things were in the tame state. Ute two parties could do 
nothing but obserre each other, and mature their prepare- 
tions for the opening of the campaign. Marshal de Ho- 
chambeau, who had before him, on the frontier of Flanders, 
the principal mam of the Austrian troops, about 95,000 
mendisidM among the fortresses between the sea and the 
Meuse, adsised that troops should at first be assembUd in * 
entrenched camps between the fortresses, in such positions 
aa the advant^fe of their poritimi tfionld point out, aad 
which, being conneeted with the gener^ systm of deforibe, 
Aonld render the line of the frontieit IropenecraWe to the 
incursions of the enemy, l^eae camps were to be fonnfid, 
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u *^on u proriaioQ had been made for the regular sub* 
•sUfeDce of the troops^for (heir equipneDt, and for all their 
wantft It was not till thef had been organised, trained, 
and e^teeiallytill disci|)lme had been reitored, which was 
destroyed by the Ikemiousoeas and the excitement of the 
popular sodetiea, that (be able and prudent marshal would 
nave opened the campaign and undertaken offennve opera- 
tiotu. He required a month for these nocesiary prepara- 
(ions, and did not Uiiiik that it would be proper, before 
^(akiug these preeaulioni, to lead new troops, who had no 
unity and do experience, against Austrian regiments which 
were perfectly ornnised, and had been inured (o war in 
the inarches and battles of the late campaigns against tbe 
Turks. 

7*he ambitious Dumouries, eager to justify by prompt 
and brilliant success the rashness of his political measur^ 
disdained the prttdent advice of the Nestor of our armies. 
Having iuduew (he council lo approTc, what he called 
ihe plan of his campaign for ilie invasion of Belgium, ha 
dictated to Ihe minister of war, De Grave, (he arrangements 
for this foolish undertaking. Particular instructions were 
sent directed to each of the generals who were to carry it 
into execution, and marshal de Rochambeau was made 
acquainted with them merely by a simple communiealion; 
ho had not even to make viy arrangemenla, to giro any 
order, for the whole of the operaiiona 

Dumouricx did not doubt but that Ihe Austrian^sur- 
prised by the rapidity of our movements, would abandon 
their position on our frontiers. He tliought, too, that the 
Belgians, who were discontented, would take up arms to 
join the French. This twofold illusioo was cruelly dis¬ 
pelled, and yet notwithstanding the local difficulties, not¬ 
withstanding the scautinen of resources, the orders of the 
minister bad been punctually executed; M. de Rochain- 
beau himself, though entirelv opposed lo this plan, had 
arranged ail the details with very laudable aed. (Du- 
moipriex’s own words.) 

The asth of April, only a week oAer the dedaration of 
war, was the day fixed for this invasion or general attt^ 
of all the line, and on the 1st of May we already knew 
tHb 4tsft^t>tts isnie of the first opereiions; we leunt tbe 
details succemvely by the reports of the minister of 
igpr, and tbe coramunicaim bf the official correspondence 
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of the generals. It was erident that the Austrian coin* 
manders, perfectly infonned of the sli^test morement of 
our troops, instead of suffering themaslTes to be surprised, 
had taken positions without, and in advance of the posts 
which were threatened, with forces superior to thcwe, who 
had been so rashly directed against them. The detach* 
ment which left Lisle, under the command of ^neral 
llieobald Dillon, and which was only to make a demon¬ 
stration before Toumay, without engaging in any danger, 
was itself surprised, nearly sitrrounded, and shamefully 

E nt to flight. The arrangements and exertions of the 
rave Dillon could not restrain his soldiers, who were 
struck with panic terror. He was abandon^, hurried 
away, and murdered by the cowards, who cried ** trea* 
chery!’* and who carried back to Lisle confusion, and the 
infamy of sacrificing the officers and some prisoners of 
war, who had fallen into their hands. The attack directed 
against Moos by Biron had no better tticcen. When, 
after having easily taken poesession of Qui6vrain, this 
general advanced towards Mons in good order, he‘found 
an Ausirian corps of very superior force, in a good posi¬ 
tion, on eminences defended by redoubts. Perceiving tlie 
impossibility of carrying this position, he was preparing to 
retreat on the following day, when two regiments of dra¬ 
goons, which formed na left wing, quitted their post and 
dispersed. Before he could rally them at the distance of 
mors than a league in the rear, all the rest of the Uno had 
followed this fatal example. General Biron was not able 
to restore order among nis troops, but by returning to the 
camp at Qui^vrain, which he had left the day before; but 
the fugitives of his rear-guard, being hotly pursued by a 
corps of Hulans, again spread confusion in all the ranks. 
The valor and firmnes of Biron and his officers could 
not stop the torrent; their authority was disregarded, and 
the camp abandoned to be pillaged by the enemy. The 
troops entered Valendennes pelUmell, and the Austrians 
might have followed them, had not marital de Rocham- 
beau gone in person with the garrison, and what olher 
troops tie conid collect, to the he^ts of Saint Sauve. 

In tbe gigantic and imaginary plan of Dumooriei, the 
principal attack was reserra for the army of la Payette; 
this geneiml’s instructions were, to aaKmble, in tbe ^rt 
^«ce of five or six days, his anny which was dispersed in 
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cantonineoU la the eDvirocu of MeU» to tnTerae a apace 
of more thaa fifty ieaguee^ to make hunaeJf uaeter of the 
tAarn aud citadel of Namur, aad seconded by the iodubita- 
ble insurrection of the Belgiint, to proceed vitb bis anay 
along the Meuse, while Biron should enter Brussels to 
complete the revoluiiom La Fayette eiacuted his orders 
with surprwng aotieity ; hisemy was united at Giret on 
the 36tb of and bis Tsuiguard occupied Bouviui^ 
He was marraug towards Namur, and was already in 
ftght of an enemy's corpe, which had come to meet mm. 
The cannonade had eren be^un, when rery foitunaiely 
be received iofoRnatioa of the aefeat of Biron^ He 

made his vanguard fall back and cooceotrated bis army 
be tore Oivet. The national assembly, ineeDsed and 
alarmed by these uneipected reverses, manifested mudi 
calninees and ener^. It immediately rsierred to the mili¬ 
tary and diplomatic committee, united to thecommiUeeof 
legislation, the propoeals of the mioister of war, relative to 
the legislauve measures necessary to restore discipline, to 
inquire iiUo die causes, and to punish the authors of the 
crimes committed, uo^ these unhappy circumstances. 
Dumouhes, who was so cruelly disap^intod, put a good 
face upon the matter. At soon as ne had ccdlectod his 
official documents, which were required with anxious im¬ 
patience, he appeared in the assembly on the 4tb of May. 

Dumouriex took care ia his statement not to malm One 
paiofui coufbseioD of bia greatest fault; that of having ne¬ 
glected the advice of M. de Uochamlmu, and of having 
reduced the talents of a |reat general to a pamive part. 
He cooiented himself wiih inmnnuig the assembly, that 
the king had thou^ fitto grut the request of da Rocham- 
beau, by givi^ him unlimiied leave of absence for ll^ 
recovery of bis health. He added that joarshal Luckner 
was going to take the command of the army in the north, 
^ and (bat they would soon be abis to ju^ of all the 
advantages which his activity and superior t^cis would 
give us, the advice of this general being for ofiensive wv.’^ 

Shocked at the levi^ a^ impropriety of tbisooi&muiu* 
catioo, and still more at die btame cast on tbs ihustrious 
nlkietud, we demanded that tbs letter of Rocham- 
beau to the king should be read. Theftffiowing isaa 

Not to trouble your ms^y with \im details, I kstt 

17* 



194 


■ASSBAL BOCBAMBBAQ^S UKTnft. 

the minutes of the ministerial letters, each more pressing 
than the preceding, especially of those of the minister for 
foreign a&ifs,as well to mj^eelf as to general Biron, wlneh 
will prove that my lepreseniations have not been listened 
to for a moment, and that whatever accounts I have been 
able to ^ve, stating that I did not see upon this frontier 
any inclination on the part of the troops to come over to 
t^ nor any emigration, the ministers have thought fit to 
give credit in preference, to the reports which bad been 
sent them.^* • • • ■ * 

In the midst of the applauses with which this Letter was 
received, 1 heard some one utter the following insulting 
e»re«ion Lti Aim tend hack Aie marthaft ttoff 
^ He has merited it,^’ 1 explained, " by combating for 
liberty.” 

Theodore Lameth mid that the retirement of M. de 
Rochambeau would be a public calamity, the greatest 
misfortune that could befol the anny ; but his motion, to 
send a deputation to the king to beg him not to accept the 
marshal’i reeignation, was got rid of by the order m the 
day, and the memoir of Dumouries in his own Justification, 
with the documenta communicated, was referred to the 
united comroittees. 

The inaubonlination and distrust sown in the ranks of 
the army by the popular societiea, manifested themselves 
every where. The army of La Fayette alone, attached to 
its general, h sd retained its diedpl ioe. The same agitators, 
who had lately said to the Jacobins, ** all that we should fear 
is least we should not be betrayed,” profited by the imprea- 
sion which the late events had made on the p^ple to urge 
them to the greatest excesM of popular rage. Beugnotcou* 
rmgeoutlf denounced these maDoeuvres. He broi^t to the 
trioune a number of the journal called " the Friend of the 
People,” edited by Marat, and made the assembly tremble 
with horror by reading the following paange; ** 1 have pre« 
dieted above six months «xwe that me three mer^, all 
of them alike base servants of the court, will betray the 
nation and deliver up our frontiers to the enemy; these 
Dslancholy presages srill soon be realised. My only hope 
is tlkat the army will at length open its eyes and become 
sensible that its commanders are the first victims to be 
aaerificed to the public safety.” ^ Hius, geodemen.” 
exclaimed Beugnot, " you see that it is under your eyes, 
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mt your very doors, that these projeM are developed, that 
these sanguine^ Itutrocdoos are gtven to the people. * 
* * It is at len^ time for true patriote to lies, 
that all audacity should be pot to sUeoee or punishment, 
'that every seditious niovement, in the dty, in the camp, or 
in the army, should be check^*, that every inflammatory 
writer should be prosecuted. us comlwt the partisans 
of crime at home; and aome reverses abroad will only 
Jiave turned to the advantage of the oonAitution.’’ 

The speaker moved that the minister of justice should 
be sent mr, and that the publie accuser should prosecute 
the authors and distributors of seditious writings. This 
proposal, which was strongly seconded, gave rise to a very 
stormy dobale, in whidt Guard in, defending the abstract 
principle, maintained that they ought to send before the 
tribunals, and for trial by jury, not only the psper de* 
nounced by Ben|not, but likewise those journals which iu 
an opposite nini, particularly the FrUnd tkt King^ 
edited by Ab^ Royou, recommended the revolt of the 
army and desertion to the enemy. For this time the 
Jocobint did not dare to brave the feeling of indignation 
which prevailed in the majority of the assembly; they 
contents themselves with designating ae useless and 
illegal any other measure then the spplication of the law. 
The Girondins, by the mouth of Lasource, who was 
seconded by Goadet and Larivito, moved that the editors 
of the FrUnd of th$ PtopU and of the FrUnd tf tho 
King should be prosecuted. The decree was unaniinoualy 
agreed to. 

In the sittings of (he 4(b and 5th of May, the asnmbly 
heard in succeesion, the reports of the committees, united 
to eumine all the doenments relative to the late events, 
and to propose those Imdative measuree which the cir* 
comiiancei required. F^mond, in the name of the dipio* 
matie committee, proposed a decree concening prieoDSis 
of war. One of the articles wu to the efleet, that the 
* murder of a prisoner sboold be considered u comuutted 
00 a French eittsen, and punUted by the same penaltiee.'’ 

decree, in fourteen articles, whidt deteraioed the 
treatment ^ tbe primers of war, m their mftnl poeitioBi, 
was unaoimoudy adopsed. ^ 

in tbe name of tbe cooaiittee of legidatiOD, 
oaused propoml which bad been made by the minister 
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of v&r to aeod commianonen to tho amiea^to be Beta|ride 
by the preTioos queetioo. Lftitlyy I preeeoted^ iu the ' 
name of the militafr committee, oev measures for-*lhe 
correctional police of the anny, aod the fora of military 
sentences in tbe field. The severity of these measures 
could not &il to meet with vehement oppoeitioo from 
those who, instead of acknowledging their oeceasiiy, 
looked upon discipline but as an inatrum^t of despotism, 
and thought to attach the addier to the cause of Kberty by, 
eidting him to insubordination. 

After saying a few words to espose this fatal error, I 
read the draft of a decree, which was adopted, and of 
which 1 quote here only the first aitide, tbe remainder 
being roereljr the development of the measures necesasiy 
for its execution. 

"All offences, whether military or common, committed 
in the army, by the individuals, who compose it, without 
distinction of reok, trade, or profesnon, shall be tried by 
courts-martial, or by tbe muiiory correctional police, ac- 
cording to the nature of the offeoce.** This decree has 
■iDce served as the basis of our penal military legislation. 

The repeated efforts of the JacolHns every where lo 
excite new disturbances, and to infiame more and more 
the popular passions, filled all honest men with iodigna' 
tion, and seemed likely to rouse them from their shameful 
^»athy. This ray of hope supported the energy of the 
ooiistitoiional party; aod the election of Mtiraire, one of 
our friends, to the premdent’s chair, was a sufficiem indi¬ 
cation of this commendable spirit The Girondtns were 
embamamd, because if, on the one hand, they axeieiaed 
the power of the executive government by tbetf infioenoe 
over the ministry, they were obliged, in order to preeerve 
their ftdse popuUrity, to direct the acis ef (he goverBsaot 
in a splnt ^te contrary to the msinteoance nf tbe coo- 
ftitutioa ntff were coodemned to twofold hypocrisy; 
the lively aterest which they had shown for Dumouhez 
had cooMd dnee the bad succem of hk lasb erXerpnss; 
they began to fSsar hit imperioua spirit they aiiq>eeted his 
pnceedmge, aod his addrM in captivating tba kiog’tqoo- 
ad«ioe in conoevt wkfa his eoUesgoei, dmatbos and 
Lacoste, who were both sincer^ devotM lo the king. 

ne minister of war having ledied on aoeoant of hU 
Dumonrles, as has been well observed by M. 
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Thlere, in his History of the ReTolniioOi "war wrong in 
flecUniog to tike on him this harden.’* He thought that 
'be should 6nd in the new mitjiiter» Servan,recommended 
b^the Oirondins, the dodlity of De Grave, to his suggos* 
lions: he wanted penetration. Servan, a i^stemaiie man, 
enthusiastically attached to re|)ublican opinions, concealed, 
under an affectaiioc of austerity and modesty, an ardent 
and ambitious spirit. He soon freed liioiadf from the 
yoke of Dumouries, and being intimately connected witii 
^fadsme Roland, he joined that portion of the ministry of 
which she vaa the soul. From that moment, the harmo* 
ny of the council was broken. Dumouries, Lacoste, and 
Duran then, on their side, behaved wiih more reserve in 
the meetings at Madame Roland*s; and in the end they 
even withdrew from them. The Girondins then became 
more imperious in their demands, because they were 
under the neceamty of giving new pledges to the faction 
which pressed npon them; and Roland declarod that he 
would m future do nothing but in concert with his friends. 
Active hostilities soon succeeded this misunderstandingt 
the public papers, dtraded by the Gironde, announced the 
dissent of the three members of the council from the pro* 
posal made by Guadet, in the nloon of Madame Roland, 
to require the king to dismiss his confcaaor, a priest who 
had not taken the oath. The ofiensive distrust shown by 
the republican ministers towards the king, and their pre¬ 
tension to make him a passive instrument of their designs, 
were soon afterwards manifested in the assembly. 

The joumaliit Carra had denounced, in his Patriotic 
vfnnn/i, Montmorin and Bertrand de MoUevillo as the 
prirwipal members of a pretended Austrian committee, of 
which the enemies of the court accused the queen of 
boing the chief* Hieee two ex-ministers brought an ac¬ 
tion against the journalist, and called on him to produce 
the prooft of the facts which he had stated The jour¬ 
nalist being fummoned before L^rlviire, justice of the 
peace, declared that three deputies, members of the com- 
mtliae of ■urvetllancs, Basire, Chabol, and Merlin, had 
assured him, chat papers deposited with the committee 
lef^ no doubt of the exiKenee of this connivance with 
foreign powers. The juMice of the peace dared to issue 
a aummoot against ihs three deputies; he intenogated 
^them, and then appeared before the asrembly to demand 
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that the papera spoken of ^ould be delivered to him, in 
order that he might prosecute the inquiry. In his stated 
ment, he considered the three deputies as not having ' 
acted in their laxative capacity, described their asserlien 
as a tlagrant onnce, leaving entire the right of the aasem- 
bly^to pronouuee, whether there were grounds or not for 
accusing the three members. This act of devotednea 
and couram, appeared at first not to displease the 
majority ox the assembly; the justice of the peace was 
admitt^ to the honors of the sitting, and the reference to 
the committee of legislation was decreed, in spite of the 
opposition of the Gironde, which wished that the debate 
should commence immediately. 

The Girondins greedily seized (his opportunity to 
ag^vate, to the utmost of their power, (he odious sus¬ 
picions directed against the royal family; they likewise 
extended them to (he constitutional party, and several of 
our friends, pointed out by name by Carnot the elder, 
demanded an explanation. Cheron among others defied 
him to bring any proofs against him, and even to show 
any foundation for the aligntoet of those calumnious coo- 
jectures. The three inculpated members maintained, as 
their persouol opinioo, wliat (hoy had declared beforo the 
justice of peace, and stood on their inviolability in (he 
exercise of their functions as members of the committee 
of iurreillance. Then Guadet, investing himself by ora¬ 
torical precautions, with a talse and perfidious m^era- 
tion, said, that ha would not examine whether the justice 
of peace, Larivi6re, was or was not the passive instru¬ 
ment of a powerful ilKtioiu and whtthtr thu cause was 
connttltd with a grtater ploif which it wou/d perhape 
bt necessary coon to unoei/; but coming to the fact, he 
blamed the conduct of the justice of peace, and accused 
him having attempted to uturp the power given to 
the national assemfi/y by the eons/i7u/ton, which atone 
inveoUd the repruenlativee of the nation with the right 
of proHCuting ptoie loAieA m^At affect the genernt 
intereet of the etate. Leaving to Uno eommitiee of legis-* 
latioQ tho care of examtnmg the firet head of these accu¬ 
sations, he insisted more stron^y ou (he iofringemeDt 
of the inviolability of the members of the assembly, as 
confirmed by the summons imoed against three represeu- 
tatives, acting in the axerdee of their functions, and eo^ 



M. LAimsKt, JvmcM ow mcs. 


199 


daded by nying thAt then vere no difficulties iu this 
^ir, but the enucueration of all other ofencea of which 
•Uw|listics of peace»Lari7i4n» had been guilty; he pro* 
pMM therefon an a^ of aceuaatioo against him. 

while the friuids of Guadet and the galleries, hit 
vorthy auailiari^ loudly applauded, ^ minister of ju^ 
tice desired permissioQ to spe^, in order to make a com¬ 
munication from the ^semment. He stated, in a few 
words, the motires which had induced the king to order 
his commissioner in the criminal tribunal of tbs depart- 
'jheDt,the author of the calumnies which were propagated, 
in order to give credit to the fable of the Austrian com¬ 
mittee, which was supposed to hold its sittings at the 
Tiiileries. Hb majesty was resolved that ihii phantom^ 
which Moss ill^intcfUioncd mmitre had to long 
endeavored (o frighitn /As people^ ehould at Ungth Se 
dragged out of oMctiri/y, and that (he faete ehould As- 
come known* 

The king’s letter, which was delivered to the president 
by the minuter Duraiuhoo, was listened to with attention, 
notwithstanding the murmurs and the cries of the order 
c^f the day. Inis letter was in the following terms: 


PaaitnaifT:—1 have ordered the minister of jus¬ 
tice to acquaint the assembly with the instructions which 
ho has just given from me to the public accuser, respect¬ 
ing the pretended Austrian committee. 2 think that the 
national amembly will order the information, which seve¬ 
ral of its oiembere are said to have upon this subject, to 
be communicated to the tribunal It will eawly perceive 
the inconvenience of suffering only that which may che¬ 
rish suspicion to transpire, and the danger of leaving me 
in ignorance of the authors. 

(Signed) ^ Tas Kiao. 

OensonnA desired to speak on this letter of the king: 
eeveral members sunonnm the table to sign the demand 
for a general committee, in wbidi the report of the cma- 
miitee of surveillance ^uld be beard. 1 oppoeed this 
propoeiiioo, mying, that the report ou^t to be made le 
publicly, as thoee had been which related to the incnlpa- 
tioQs, by which nneeasing eodeavon had hitherto him 
made to embarrass pubue aflhii^ and to excite diwmet 
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against the generals. The aaKznbly adjourned till after 
the debate on the afiair of M. Lariri^i which was ifo- 
mediate!/ resumed D’Haussy Rob6eourt, rel/lng oh the s 
text of the lav on the police, jtialified, b/ rery s^id raa- 
soning, the conduct of the justice of peace^ which, in^is 
opinion, was rer/ regular, not allowing the representatives 
of the nation any exemption on account of their inviola* 
bilit/, when they were called upon to fitifti a duty, imposed 
by the law upon all citizens? he moved that the whole 
should be referred to the executive power. However, 
the speaker pointed out in the following terms the le^d. 
course that ought to be pursued. ** T^e minister of justice 
shall take the informations to the court of cassation, and 
oil the account which that tribunal shall have given, he 
will enforce the decree of accusation if required.’’ La* 
source replied, and endeavored to distinguish the case of 
flagrant offence in a criminal acuon, from that, the repa* 
ration of which could give occasion only to a civil action. 
Ho developed this doctrine with much subtlety, and tak¬ 
ing advantage of the impression which his reasoning pro* 
diiced on the majority of the assembly, he carried, as far 
as Oiisdet, the consequonoos of the absolute principle of 
inviolability. He terminated his speech by oratorical 
flourisiies, inspired terror, alarmed for their pereonal safety 
those who should hesitate to cause the national assembly 
to be respected by a great example, and concluded by 
moving the decree of accusation. The close of the debate 
was demanded with the most vehement impatience. Ra* 
mond could not obtain leave to speak*, some others of our 
friends exclaimed against this injustice. GentU especially, 
whose voice was drowned in clamors of order! to Me 
abbey! advanced to the middle of the hail. ^ Well,” said 
he, send me to the abbey, but hear those who speak for 
the accused.” Vain efforts! The debate was closed, 
and the decree of impeachment passed against the unfor* 
tunale Larivi^re, who, like Delessart, who was sent before 
the supreme court of Orleans, was like him transferred to 
Venailles and murdered. 

The accusation of iMribn unveiled the secret of the 
MachiaveUsn combinatioD of tba republicans of the Gi¬ 
ronde. In introdncitig their friends into the ministry,'they 
had repteseoted them as entertaining the opinion of the 
majority of the assembly, and the king bad accepted them 
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as an Egis against popular rage» and as (lie onl^ means 

«left, him to restore harmony between tlw two powers^ but 

* the Girondms were neither willing nor able to moderate 
diS Jacobin party, and to sumodits hoetlUties against the 
crown. At the same lime that they required of (he king 
to yield entirely to their absolute principles, to their de¬ 
mands, they took care not to support the royal authority, 
but, on the contrary, encouraged all the infractions, all the 
calumnies, which might render it more and more unpopu- 

•lar. If they succeeded iu obtahiing the confidence of 
Louis XV I, they made use of it only to corrupt tho 
monarchical constitution in its very elements, ond to de¬ 
grade It, 90 as to render the eliange of govornment wliich 
they meditated necessary. If their fatal influence wai 
rcpnlsod from the couticil of tho king, then (hey fell back 
upon tho Jneobins, and proceeded, in concert, with them, 
to the overthrow of the throne; thus a freo c.ireer was 
opened lo tho most audacious enterprises of (he iac(ion. 

St was not enough to have criminaiod the Just com- 
piaints of tho ex*mmisten Montmoriu ond Bertrand, it 
was necessary to strike with terror all the friends of 
the king, by inculpating these same ministers, who hod 
dared to appear as accusers of the pamphleteers Carra 
and Marat, who defamod them in tno eyes of Franco. 
The Girondins were the drat to come forward to conduct 
(he at(ack. In the sitting of Slst of May, Gensonn6 spoke 
first upon the king’s letter, which ho disapproved of as 
violating the constitution, lie maiotamed that tho king 
could not, and ought not to have ordered tlm minister of 
Justice (0 direct the public accuser in the criminal court of 
Paris to prosecute aixl inresiigale the affair of (he Austrian 
committee, and that the invitationtothcnationalaasembly 
to communicate to that tribunal the information which 
several members said they possessed on this affair, was 
at the same lime an insult to the legislative body, danger¬ 
ous to the public safety, and a violation of the constltiidon: 
the prosecution and accusation of offences which ei>dan- 
ger^ the safety of the state, being exclusively assigned 

• to the legislative body, and the trial of these offences to 
the supreme nstionsi contij* 

Hiis doctrine, by which Gensonn^ deprived the execu¬ 
tive power of tlte cwodj of defending itself by the arms of 
Jhe law sgainst an odiotis imputation, served the speaker 
Vou I.—18 
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as a traiisitioR to accuse himself the two ex-ministers as 
the principal chiefs of the pretended Austrian committee.^ 
In the enumeration of the wrongs which he imputed* to 
them^and particularly^ to M. MonfmoriQ,be adduced oniy 
vague suppositions, and bis personal opinion on the poli¬ 
tical conduct of that minister, during the whole time that 
he was in office. In fine, according to him, the strongest 
proof which he could bring of the conspiracy of the Aus¬ 
trian committee was,"the combined proce^ings of the 
ministers Bertrand and Montmorin, and of the justice of. 
peace, I^rivi^re, the impudence of their denundations, 
and the approbation which diey had the atrocious perfi¬ 
dy to solicit of (he king.” He again brought forward 
against Bertrand and Mollcville the denunciations already 
presented to the assembly, relative to the affairs of the 
colonies, which had led to no result, and he demanded a 
decree of accusation against Montmorin, and an inquiry, 
*wi(h as little delay as possible, into the conduct of Ber¬ 
trand with respect to the coloniea The nrepositions of 
Gensoim6 prepared the assembly for the cekbrated requi¬ 
sition which Brksot delivered immediately afierwards. 

" I have denounced,’* said he," the Austrian committee; 

I shall prove to you that it bos existed, and still exists. 1 
come to call for vengeance on a criminal, to throw light 
upon his accomplices. » • • • • Whal is 

understood by these words, (lie Austrian committee? A 
faction of enemies of liberty, who, sometimes governing 
in the name of the king, whom they deceived, sometimes 
directing the mmurters and surrounding the throne, have 
incessantly checked oui revolution, sacrificed the people 
to a family, France to Austria, and principles, not to con¬ 
stitutional monarchy, but to royalty and to the nobility. 
The siibjoctioo of (his committee to the house of Austria 
is the principal sign of it. Under this point of view, it is 
but one branch of the party which has so long commanded 
France, or which rather is blended with it This party 
dates from the fatal treaty of 1756, which is owing to the 
artifices of prince EauniU, and which was extorted from ' 
the Machiavelism and (he levity of a minister, who could 
not forgive a great king an epigram against him. Slayes 
to the same Austrian system, the Montmorms and (he 
Lesanrts have been, by tunw, only the puppets of which 
the priodpiU wires were at vkana.” » • • « 
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AAcr assertions so posiiirely staled in this exordium, 
looked in vain for the facts and the proof by which the 
orator promised to support his denuncmtion,a lively pic- 
tare of the intrigues ot the court, and of the iiienibers of 
the opposition during the constituent hssembiy, supposi¬ 
tions of connivance, suspicions converted into reality on 
bare appearances, general assertions, without precise appli¬ 
cations, on which the speaker founded liis own conviction; 
but without stopping, he said, at public notoriety (which 
^certainly was but tho echo of the calumnious pamphlets 
propagated among the people), Hrissot pretended to con¬ 
found M. do Montmorin, and oppose him to himself. He 
had exhumed from the archives of ihe foreign office a note, 
ill the handwriting of that ex-minister, addressed to M. do 
Noailles, tho ambassador at Vienna. 'Fliis note, which ho 
produced as calculated to dispel all doubts on the oxistcnee 
of tho Austrian system, and tho treachery of M. do Mont¬ 
morin, was conceived in (ho following terms;— ^ 

** Tito most intelligent men in the national assembly, 
those who have hitherto had the most induence, have 
united, and are concerting with the faithful servants of the 
king to support the monarchy,and to resioro to his majesty 
the power aud authority, which are necessary to enable 
him to govern. A fortnight will certainly not elapse be¬ 
fore the truly affiieting situation in which the roval family 
u placed will have ceased. Ttie people liavo fits of pas¬ 
sion, and this slate of things is violent, but the king will 
resume his authority in a short time. I shall neither ex¬ 
cuse nor censure the powers newly created. Tho consti¬ 
tution, whether good or bad, must proceed in its course. 
No hope must bo cherished from destroying it. 11tc best 
cititena in the assembly, and I venture to say without fear 
of being mistaken, appreciate now dio advantages of our 
alliance with the power of Austria. I liolievo that it will 
be easy to draw the bond still closer, immodlatcl^r aAer the 
reinstatement of the king in his authority. And so long 
as this legislature shall remain, I do not doubt that it will 
not depart for nothing from the estabU^iod political system. 
I am confident, nay, I am certain, that that system would 
preferred to all others, which should have for its basis 
the alliance with the house of Austria.’* 

The very date of this desjjatch, the 3d of August, 1791, 
ought to have led to the most fkvorable explanation of its 
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inteniioiis; ihis Iciter hftd e 7 idently been written only to 
acquaint the court of Vienna with the real situation of the^ 
king aOcr his return from Varennea^and the success of 
efforts of the majority of tlie members of the constituqpt 
assembly, who were equally devoted to liberty and to 
monarchy, to support both against the republican faction, 
which gained so much advantage at the time of the 
flight of the royal family, that it required at once much 
vigor and pnidciice to reinstate the king in his authority, 
to restore lo him all the attributes of the executive power, 
and to present the new constitution to hU free accept a nce^* 
M. de Montmoriii, therefore, faithfully fulfilled his duties 
towards his country and his prince, by dispelling the 
alarms which the court of Vienna might have conceived, 
and which was a very politic means to divert that court 
from the hostile mcastiros which so much pains were 
taken to impel it to adopt. 

Far from acknowledging the object and the sincerity of 
this comm 11 nice I ion, Brissot,in a long and perfidious com¬ 
mentary, endeavored to pervert the meaning of the plainest 
and the dearest expression. The happy and necessary 
concert of the influential members of the national assetnbly 
with Me urvaniso/ihe king to lead in such a crisis to an 
issue satisfactory lo the nation and to the monarch, was 
represented as an act of treason, as a flagrant proof of the 
existence of the Austrian committee. 

From the gratuitous supnosiiion of culpable proccodiugs, 
which, if they had cxistco, would have been covered by 
tlic amnesty, Brissot did not fiiit to infer, as ao many new 
crimes, alt the acta, all tho negotiations, by which the 
government had endeavored to avert the scourge of war; 
he heaped the blame and die responsibility for them on 
the head of M. de Montmorin, and concluded with the 
following words:—“ I have proved the existence of the 
Austrian committee; I have proved that M.de Montmorin 
acted the priticipal part in it; I have proved that he had 
betrayed the iuleresta of France, ko. file. The penal law 
is formal in respect to all these eriinea. The decree of 
accusation most be passed, and the greatest light thrown 
upon the Austrian committee.” On this ocoasion DrisMt 
did not obtain, as on the lOih of March, all the success 
with which he had flattered himself: both sides of the 
•asembly required that bis speech and that of Gensonnfi 
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should be printed; end Rouyor, proposing to extend the 
'acctitttbn to tlie ex-minister Bertrand, end to tbe minister 
Duranthon, caused the debate on tlw Austrian committee 
to De adjonmed. 

l*his debate haring been resumed on the 4th of June, 
Chabot, who at the time of the accusation of Lariviiro had 
promised to produce the documents deposited with the 
committee of surreniaoce, made a prolix and pompous 
enumeration of denuncialions addres^ to that committee, 
by the popular societies, of private correspondence, of re¬ 
ports of spies, and obscure depositions. All this trash, 
devoid of authentic proof, fatigued and disgusted the 
ussembly. Chabot contended for inoro than two hours 
against the indigrutionexdted by hia inflammatory docla- 
mat ions, Ilia vague accusations, and his insults to all the 
chief ofAcen of the army. When he at length dcacetided 
from the tribune, Guadot caused all the documents to be 
referred to the three united committees, except tliose which 
related to the generals and the olDcersof tho ormy. The 
national assembly consigned them to the contempt which 
they deserved. In this same silting the Jacobins were 
obliged to hear a violent philippic pronounced by Ribea, 
wIk), recriminating against the accusations of Brisaot and 
Chabot, denounced at once the iaction of Orleans, the 
English committee, and the Society of the Friends of the 
Negroes. He perceived, he said, in iho manoiiivros of all 
these artisans of disorder, a vast plot, a connivance with 
foreigners, designs more perverse, uangera more imminent, 
than those with which attempts were made to frighten us 
by the phantom of an Austrian com mtt leo. He co tichtded 
by proposing a decree of accusation against the Duke of 
Orleans, general Dumouries, and P4tion, as well as their 
agents. Ar4tia applying to the discourse of the proccdrng 
epeaker from the esune motives and in the same terms^ 
the proposal of Giudet, Sifter tbe report of Chabot, like¬ 
wise obtained a decree that the opinion of Ribes should be 
•consigned to the contempt which it deserved. Thus 
terminated this stormy deoate, which was too Ikitbful a 
picture of the deplorable situation of France. 

These reileraM attacks, always covered with a false 
zeal for the safety of Che country, increased the imtation 
of the multitude, milled by the system of deceptioo; and 
tbe wamiUi of our defeoee served but to render tbe con- 

le* 
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otitutional put/ unpopular. The troublea which the 
popular societies had excited by their persecutioDS, became V 
BO many pretexts to authoriae new pereecutious id the 
oame oi the law. It waa thus that the proposal was 
introduced for tlie famous decree of traDsporiatiou against 
the priests who had not taken the oath. The enemies of 
the new order of things had certainly not failed to put in 
action the powerful engine of fanaticism, and the repug¬ 
nance of the king to sanction the decree of the 2!^th of 
November 1791, had but too much encourag^ the dissi* 
dent priests. Bui nothing was more impolitic than to 
decree aibitra^ measures against them, ana to do violence 
to their consciencea. The debate on this iniquitous and 
barbarous act waa principally supported by the Girondins, 
and it was easy to perceive the design formed beforehand 
by them, in concert with the three ministers their friends, 
again to embarrass the king, and to lay to his charge all 
the disorders which would necessarily follow a second 
veto. 

The promoters of this decree audaciously violated the 
constitution, and the principle of the division of power 
by giving to the admiuistreiive bodies the attributes of the 
judicial order, and authorising them to pronounce tho 
Mnalty of transportation out of the kingdom, on the bare 
denunciation of 1 wenty active cilizena All the opposition 
wo could make to this monstrous legislation, the develop¬ 
ment of its fatal consequences, tlie reminiscences of the 
revocation of the edict of Nantes, all was uselessi the 
decree passed. 

Emtwldened by succeea, the Jacobins every day offered 
a new boil to the credulity of the people^ they made a 
great noise about the denunciation of the municipality of 
Sevres, who informed the assembly of the burning of thirty 
bales of papers, clandestinely periormed in the ovens of 
the porcelain manufiictory, by order of the intendant of 
the civil list It was nothing less, tiwv said, than the 
archives of the Austrian committee which had bew anni- . 
hiUted. M. de la Porte, beii^ summoued to the bar, and 
interrogated bj the president, answered that the thirty 
balet which the king bad ordered to be burnt, coniaioed 
the whole edition of the Memoin of Madame de I^mot^ 
so well known from the affair of the necklace. The king 
had canted this whole edition to be bought up and de- 
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Mrofed, in order to withdraw from public malignity a new 
raOject of scandal. 'I'his uniroporiant iocident gave rise 
t<^inore serious events I'he sup poei lion of a plot, formed 
to dissolve the legislative assembly, of while cockades put 
OR by iho Swiss guards in barraclu at Courbevois, some 
sediiioua language held by officers and subaliems of the 
king's guard, exasperated the members, and ouvouomed 
the debates. 

By a faial imitation of the proceedings of the conslilu* 
ent assembly, at the lime of the departure of the royal 
family at Varennea,ihe younger Camol propoa^, that the 
aascmbly sltould declare its sittings permanent, in order, he 
said, to throw light ou the projects of the conspirators, and 
to attend at the same time to tlio making of the laws. *i'his 
proposal was received witli enthusiasm, and the assembly 
decreed tliai the mayor of Paris should come every morn* 
ing to give an account to the assembly of the state of the 
capital, that the posts should bo doubled, &c. Uc. The 
very same evening, May 311, 1798, tlio assembly declared 
itself permanent. 

The signal of alarm being thus given, the public mind 
prejudice by the imminence of a great danger, the con¬ 
trivers of this intrigue hastened to strike the blow which 
they had long metaled, namely, the disbanding of the 
king’s guard. 

A report of P^on, decidedly drawn up to give credit 
to rumors which were spread of a royalist conspiracy, 
recommended to the amembly energetic measures, which 
the mayor of Paris promised to second. This discourse, 
remarkable for the vi^neiiess of the expressions, and the 
perfidy of its inainuationa, was applaiulM by the galleries, 
and served as an introduction to the accusation brought 
W Basire in the name of the committee of surveillance. 
Inis reporter showed first of all, that the conditions re« 
fjuired by the law (or admission into the king’s guard had 
^ been fulfilled; that it contain^ a great number of 
individuals who bad not taken the civic oath; that the 
soldiers furnished by the natiortal guards of the depart¬ 
ments, in the proportion of two-thirds, had been ill re- 
ceivbd, filled with disgust, and for the most part compelled 
to retire; that they had been succeeded by individuals 
who were rendered sospicloue*by their conduct, their pre¬ 
ceding serviees, and the profeesboe l^oa which they bad 



308 


DSBATl 0!f Tax <1X0*1 QCABIk 


been taken; that the third of the guards, furnished by the, 
troops of the line, had been chosen in a spirit entirely* 
contrary to the iotentioD of the constitution; lastly, that 
the officers of the king's guard labored, by all sorts of 
means, to extinguish patriotism, by tolerating relaxation 
of discipline, the most seditious language and actions, and 
that they had by (heir vicious incorporations augmented 
the numerical force of that corps far beyond the hxed 
number. Unfortunately these reproaches were not with¬ 
out some foundation. An inconsiderate zeal, and th^ 
desire to ensure absolute devotedness and blind obedience 
(0 tlie king’s person, had but too often futuished pretexts 
to malevolence. 

Bazire, however, brought no other proofii of the various 
grievances on which he founded hit accusation, than the 
denunciaiions, most of them anonymous, accumulated in 
the bureau of the committee, and from tliis mass of facts 
not verified, and without touching on the question of right, 
he proposed to disband the king's gua^. His motion 
was violently supported. Carnot the younger, modify!^ 
his conclusions, proposed to suspend by decree the service 
of the king’s guard, and to sena to h» majesty a depute^ 
tiou of sixty members, to Acquaint him with tno motives 
of the measure. I was the first to oppose this motion, 
and not dissombling to myself the danger of tho violation 
to wliich the aseeuibly was iodubitaUy going to be misled, 

I endeavored to conjure the storm. **The article of the 
constitution,” I exeUimed, ** which gives to the king the 
composition of his guard, which suppoM that this guard 
will always be subject to the nomination, and the orders 
of the king, does not permit you either to disband or so^ 
pend it.” 

Tba debate became very warm. The Oirondins sup* 
port^ all the proposals of the commiltee. Lacroix further 
proposed to decree an act of accusation against the supe¬ 
rior officers of the king’s guard, members of the 

centre, who pretended to be iodepeodenl, appeared to be< 
terrified at so much boldness, and demand^ that no more 
should be done, than to dismiss ail thorn individoaJs who 
ri>ould not have complied with the cooditk>ot of the Ulw. 
The most violent motions were supported by loud ap¬ 
plauses, and our replies were received with insultii^ 
nMnnurs. The recsJl of the gaUsiies to order, frequently 
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pronounced by the president, no longer excited any thing 
but hisses. Kamonil rose to speak, and treated at length 
*on fiiG qnostiou of riglit He admitted, as indicitioiiH and 
iniLiaiory prools, what had been staled of the illegal admis* 
sioii of a certain iminber of individuals into the king’s 
guard; btit ho strongly opposed, as an abuse and an excess 
of legislative power, the disbanding of the whole corps, 
when only a small number lutd incurred dial penally, by 
a surreptitious introduction into it Ho then demonstrated 
that this nncoiistilulional act, violating Ihe principle of 
division of powers, would cause inextricable confusion in 
the exercise of their rcspociivo attributes, and otidcd by 
seconding ilio proposals whicli 1 liod made. 

Gnodci rushed to the tribune, and had scarcely pro¬ 
nounced the first words of his spcecli, when cue of our 
psriy, FroiidiCres, formerly an advocate in the parliament 
of Rouen, who liad not yeis|K>keii since the commencement 
of the session, rose and said in a very loud voice, ^ I beg M. 
Guadet to have the goodjicss to answer like a logician, 
and not like a dcclaimer.” 'lliis unexpected interruption 
roused the whole party. Tlic hall resounded with erics of 

order!” ^^to the abbey!” Guadet left the tribune, to 
which his friends immediately puslied forward. It was 
not lill after a long tumult, and with the greatest difliculiy, 
that Frondi^res obtained permission to explain himself. 

** What is the fault imputed to me? M. Guadet was in 
the tribune; I said to him, ** speak like a logician, and not 
like a declaimer.” Is it an otfonec for which 1 slmiild be 
called to order, to have said to a member of this assembly, 
do not waste your lime in useless docisinatioiis, be a logi¬ 
cian, instruct the assembly, present to it much information 
in a few words! This is what 1 said to M. Guadet, and 
it is thus that you ought to bo spoken to.” Turning to¬ 
wards the lefi, lie exclaimed, It is thus that we shall 
speak to you in future; the ait of oratory is a noble talent, 
so is that of deceiving the people.” 

Here the rage and exclamations redoubled. Prondi^rcs 
resumed: ** 1 ask for myself strict justice; I wisl; it were 
done to every body, but unhappily tliat is not the ease. I 
say to M. Guadet: for these six months 1 have heard you; 
for these six montlis I have studied you, ami those who 
are like you; for these six months I have seen the agita- 
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UOD of the people, aod hence I Judge of the eftecle of your 
eloquence.^* 

Froodt^ree was going to contioue, but the aesembly* 
being coiuuUed in the nidatof the uproar, decided thao^he 
should not be heard any further, and that he should go 
immediately to the abbey. 

After this incident, rendered so remarkable by the 
courage of Prondi^res, and by (he vexation manifested 
by those whom his oiiergetic addrca had nnmaskcd, the 
debate resumed its course. Guadet endeavored to rep^ 
to us like a logician, and assuming as true and proved 
the facts denounced by 13aaire, he maintained the sophism 
advanced by Lacroix, that the national assembly had a 
right to do every thing that the constitution did not pro¬ 
hibit; that the proposed decree being only the exercise of 
a right given oy the constitution, the disbanding of the 
king’s guard was an act merely logislative, and thereforo 
it was demonstrated that (ho assembly had the right to 
decree it Girardin replied in an animated discourse to 
the reasonings of Guadet. He agreed in (ho first place 
that the two extretno parties, the counter-revolutionists 
and the Jacobins labored with equal ardor (o overthrow 
(he established order of things, and threatened tho 
country with great danger. 

Tho deductions of Girardin were the same as mine and 
(hose of Ramond, and (hey had no belter success. How* 
ever, the debate was continued till late at night with 
equal warmth on both sides. At length Vergniaud, pro¬ 
fiting, with perfidious address, of the impatience atid 
lutigue of the assembly, and desiring to catch tho unde* 
elded votes of the independent mciu^rs, pretended in an 
eloquent exordium to see tii (ho proposal to disband the 
king’s guard, only the cause and the interest of the king 
himself. 

** Whenever people conspire,” said he, ^ at Paris as at 
CoblciUz, they use the name of the king; in fact, gentle¬ 
men, what is the name which is continually invoked, or 
rather which is constantly profaned in the secret ma* 
nmuvres which are employed to disturb public tranquillity, 
to spread alarm? It is the name of the king. What is 
the name that is invoked, afier having spoken with con* 
tempt of the constitution, when they liave satiated their 
hatnd of liberty and ibe laws? It is the name of the 
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king. What is the sentfmont of lore which the^ affect to 
mil io oppositioQ? It is love for the king. In a word, 
when they conspire against llie constitution, what is the 
name that they appeal to, under the pretext of deairing 
to restore tranquillity and to put an end to disorder? 
Again, it is the name of the king—it is the king’s antho* 
rity that they would maintain—it is the enemies of the 
royal authority that they would hare ptmished.” 

Coming to the main point, Ve^niaud endenrored to 
justify the illegality of the measure by a new subtlety. 
He affirmed that the king’s guard was no part of the 
armed force, whidi, he said, was composed only of the 
army of the line, and of tlte national guard; bin that since, 
it was an armed body in the state, and its eiistence could 
not be independent, it was necessary to remedy tfiis dis* 
order, to disband the gttard, and re-coniiitoie it conform¬ 
ably to the law. To do this, tlie concurrence of the (wo 

E wers was required, that is to say, a decree of the legU- 
ive body and the sanction of the king; in consequonce, 
ho propos^ immediately to pass clua decree for disbaading 
the guard. 

Ramond desired to speak, to state the real constitutional 
principles, which Vergniaud had misrepresented, hut the 
assembly decreed that Ramoiid should not be heard. The 
debate was dosed, and the assembly adopted the following 
decree, which was drawn up by Guadef:— 

**Tho king’s present guard is disbanded; it shall bo 
rc-consiituted witlioul delay, cooformibly to the law. 

** The duty which the king’s constitutional guard has 
hitherto done shall be suspended, and the duty shall be 
performed by the national guard till the new organisation 
shall he completed.” 

While the galleries applauded with ferocious joy, Mer¬ 
lin de l*hionville propoM as a necessary consequeocs of 
the disbanding of the guard that an accusation should be 
brought against M. de Brisaac, the commander. The 
debate commenced immediately. 

Becquey in vain deoKHistrated that it was absurd and 
p barbarous to pass a decree of accusatitm, on v^ie 
sumptions, on anonymoua infonnation, and recniDioatioQ 
of expeU^ soldiers, without having before them any 
authentic proof of the alleged^ facts. He called for the 
previous question; Cbabot answered weakly m the name 
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of the committee, and was nnabte to ^Te anjr explanation 
respecting the validity of the documents announced hf 
Bazire, or any other guarantee, than the opinion of the 
committee itself. A jitst indignation manifested itself*bn 
the right side of the asMmbly; the brave Calveti formerly 
a gaHc^u«corps, could not restrain himself, and let fall 
some olTensive expressions. Being called to order and 
threatened with the same treatment which Frondi^res had 
just experienced, he explained himself in the following 
words:—> ^ 

"'Hiis morning some papeia were read to us, upon 
which it is proposed to send M. Drissac to Orleans, and I 
declare that I aid not hear the namo of a citizen; I always 
hoard M.« ■ * in blnntc.’* Notwithstanding the furious 
interruptions and cries of** to the abbey repeated by (ho 
galleries, Calvet continued: I know, gcmlcrncn, that 
there is a great difference between the act of one who 
honorably denounces a public dclin()ncnt, and that of a 
common informer. The f\ni is a virtue, the second a 
crime; the one is a man who sacrifices to his country, all his 
private aficciions, all liis interests; the other is a villain 
who stabs in the dark, and docs not show himself I say 
the man who goes to the commitioe of surveillance and 
says, I denounce M. Montiuorin and I sign my denuncia* 
lion, is like Cato denouncing Caialine to the senate; the 
informer, on the contrary, reminds us of the times of Tibe¬ 
rius and Sejanus, times of which you oAcn remind me. 
Gentlemen, allow me to say so; I ask your pardon, hut I 
cannot help speaking my opinion.’’ 

Gundet, declaring that he denottneed his colleague, and 
indignant that he had dared to say that the representatives 
of the French people reminded him of the times of Sejanus 
and Tiberius, demanded tliat he should be sent to the 
abbey. I hastened to ascend the tribune to defend my 
friena Calvet, but my voice was drowned in murmurs, 
and declamations. ** M. Dumas would persuade us that 
we are like Tiberius and Sejanua” Calvet was sent to. 
the abbey for three days, and the confusion was not 
allayed till the auembly, on the motion of Quinetle, bad 
decreed the accusation of the unfortunate Brissac. 

Hie ardor with which the Girondins had lent their su^ 
port to the Jacobin party, to strike so severe a blow at the 
royal pren^tive, was in our eyes an evident sign of the 
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want of union wliich prevailed in the Wng^s council, of 
vhipli tlioy iiad expected to dispose, according to their 
'own views, by iniroducing their friends into it. Their 
plwi to modify the constitution, if in fact such a plan 
existed, has never been well known. At all events the 
entrance of Dumouricz into the ministry must necessarily 
break the thread of the intrigue. A man of such a cha- 
racter, when once ho had obtained the exercise of power, 
was incapable of making his amhilious and daring spirit 
bend, to be the passive iiistnimcnt of a party, who had no 
other menus of action and influence than popular move* 
ments, wJneU lie did not direct. The dissensions of Iho 
council, the incompatibility of Dumouricz with Roland, 
Scrvnn, and Clavi6rcs,8po^ily showed Usolf iii the cabi¬ 
net, and in the assembly: in the cabinet, by iho opposition 
of Dumouricz, who was supported by l^coslc and Duran- 
thon, to the measures prop^d by his three colleagues; 
ill the assembly, by the minister of war, Servan, present* 
ing, in the sitting of the 4lh of June, the draft of a decree, 
which, notwithstanding Us iniponanco,had not been com* 
municated nor discuss^ in tlio king’s council, lliis pro¬ 
ject was nothing less than the asacinhiy of 50,000 federal* 
isls, who, after having assembled in the Champ do Mart 
on (he J4th of July, should encamp at die gates of Paris, 
to secure the tranquillity of (lie capital, and take the place 
of (he national guard in Us duty either obout the king or 
the assembly. 

The faction whlcli domineered in the assembly, ond to 
winch so large a share of the executive power hod been 
given, now proceeded openly. 'Hie three Girondin minis* 
ters believing that the propitimis moment was come to 
strike a decisive blow, caused one of them, Roland, to 
address to the king a conlidcntiHl letter, which hod been 
drawn up by MatSme Roland, and having been road by 
her husband in the council in the king’s presence, (though 
(hat minister had promised to keep it secret between him¬ 
self and his majesty,) became a sort of manifeslo, and 
ticcelerated (be inevitable crisis. I do not insert a docu¬ 
ment so well known, and which the historians of all par¬ 
ties ^ave in turn transcribed or quoted. 

An exposition, which was hut too true, of the situation 
of France, an eloquent and lively picture of the misfor¬ 
tunes with which the country*was threatened, a very sin* 
Voi. L—19 
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cere historical recapitulaiioo of the causes and the conse* 
quenccs of the first revolutioD, Beired as a preamblq tq 
the counsels given to the king, on the iodispensable sane- * 
tlon of the decree relative to the iransporlation of t^e 
priests who had not taken the oath, and that for tho camp 
of SO,000 men, which had jitst been adopted by the assem¬ 
bly in the sitting of the 6th of June. These counsels were 
a real summons to the king to submit to the law of neces- 
aity. The eipressious were tinged with republican harsh¬ 
ness aud pride; the most direct threats, the most fatal 
proguosricB wore uot spared in this address to the unhapp^ 
Louis. ** It is uo longer tinae,” said Roland, “ to rolreat; 
there in not oven any means of temporising; the revolution 
is made in Uio public mind; it wilt be completed by blood- 
alied, and will be cuntcnled by it, unless wisdom antici¬ 
pates the evils which it is still possible to avoid.” 

Dumouriea, who bad already in full council rcproaclnxl 
Scrvaii with having failed in his duty by proposing the 
camp of t|iQ Federalists in the assumbly, without the 
ktiowledge of the king and his council, hastened to make 
tho king dismiss Roland, Servan, and Claviirca 'Hiese 
three ministers wore disniisifcd, and succeeded in the dc- 

K rtinciit of the interior by Mourgues,or finance by Ucaii- 
u, and of war by Ouinourica himself, who comUned 
this department with that of foreign afiuirs. 

To lake on Inmsulf such a burden, and to support ilic 
raslitiuss of a resolution, which could not fail to render him 
unpopular, Dnmouriez, seconded by the qtu>cn, reijuired 
that l..ouis XVI slionld sanction the dccn^es relative to 
the priests and to the camp near Paris. He said that he 
could not serve the king, ntid make head against his ene¬ 
mies, except by depriving them of the arms, which they 
employed to destroy his popularity. Pvr^naded by Du- 
mouries that the state of war would furnish pretexts 
enough to remove from Paris the camp of eoj>00 men, 
and neutralise the effect whicit the revolutionists expected 
from it, the king promised to sanction this decree, but his 
repugnance to that for the iransportalioD of the priests 
was invincible. 

The national assembly was officially informed by a let¬ 
ter from the king of the change of the ministry. 'Hiis 
coramuuicatiou created indecent murmurs, which we en¬ 
deavored to repress. £ach of the three dismissed ministers 
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had wriiien to the assembly,and Roland had added to his 
4c(^r a copy of that which he had rend in the king’s 
conticil. l^his was a new violation of the secrecy which 
the ex-minister had taken on himself, and which, aflerhis 
retreat, decorum made a still more impcraiivc duty. The 
reading of this docamcni produced the result which the 
Oirondins expected from it; ihoir manifesto was Imilod 
with the applauses of the galleries, and entirely restored 
to them the favor of the Jacohins. These several loiters 
were ordered to be primed, &ihI copies sent to the eighty- 
three departments. The assembly declared immediately 
ahorw.irda, that the three retiring ministers took with thorn 
tlie eouhdcjicc of the nation. 

During the reading of Roland’s famous letter, Dumou- 
riez appeared in (he assembly; the choice of the moment, 
his coufulent looks, struck the assembly with astonish¬ 
ment. He announced, in the first place, in an elevated, 
and even an imperious tone of voice, that the importance 
of the memoir which he was going to read, dnmunded 
tf)o most serious attention of tl)c assembly. “The min* 
isters/’ added he, “ to merit the confidonce of the nation 
muM l)e purely stalcsnicn and repel all party spirit. 
* * * You yourselves, gentlemen, sliould lay aside 

all your ad'rxiions and all human ^visions. The minis- 
lors arc citizens like yonrscives.” 

Onadel intcmipicd him hastily. “Aflcr having pro- 
enred the discharge of the patriotic initiistorN, does M. 
Dnmonnoz think himself already anthorised to lectnro 
the awemWy?” *••••*. 

Dumonricz continued: “They (the ministerH] deserve 
the same regard as you; tiicy have their responsibility in 
addition. The greatness of iho diiiigor allows of no sus¬ 
picion, for it is to these suspicions, and to the perpetual 
Agitation which they occasion, (hat wn may nsorilM tho 
disastrous situation from which our union will enable us 
to deliver ourselves with glory.” 

The reading of the memoir on the state of the war 
department was listened to in profound silence. 

Dumonricz declared that the generals compisined with 
ren/oii of the weakness, bad state, and want of dl<<ciplme 
of iheic ormtes. He demonstrau^ the delusion of the 
modes of recruiting, successively decreed by tho assembly 
and their insufficiency to filf up a void of AOflOO men. 
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Ho alBrmcd that the fortresses were in the most deplora¬ 
ble sfalc, and, as he said, almost dismantled*, he acet'sed 
the ministers, his predecessors, of culpable negligence; he 
unveiled, without reserve^ the disorders and abusevof 
tlio administration, and the incapacity of the agents, both 
abroad and at home. Deprecating, os a false calculation 
the system of economy, in the face of such great dangers, 
ho cast the blame of it on the assembly. In the rest of 
tbc memoir, DuiiiouHez pointed out the monsiiro which 
ho intended to Utke, to remedy this deplorable state of 
things, and the rigor with which he would restore suboT- 
diimtion from the general to the private. He concluded 
by giving some severe admonitions. ** The assembly,*’ 
said lie, "siiould encourage the ministers whom public 
confidence designated as fitted for their places. Denunci¬ 
ations, indecent attacks, can but disgust a man of hotior, 
if they do not discourage him, and at the same time they 
implican^ the osscmbly, which loses vulnabte time in 
lisiQiiitkg to them. All the foccious ought now to be 
silent before the danger of the country.” 

Dnmourius manifested njiich resolution on this occa¬ 
sion; ho signed his memoir, laid it on the bureau, and 
withdrew. 

The darkened picture of onr military situation, which 
wn.s true in many r<*.’(|H'cts, but oxaggcralcd with a view 
to ciihuncc his owti impnrlaiicc, and make himself iiidis- 
pviisablo, irritated the majority of (he assembly. Some 
assoriioi IS, especially that of itic decay of tfio fortresses, 
were bitterly censured. Lacu6o reproached the minister 
with having provoked tlie war, and plunged Franco into 
it, wheu he believed chat the country was not in a cotidi* 
tion to carry it on. Afler an animated and useless debate, 
it was resolved that a special committee should be ap¬ 
pointed, to verify the documents and facts contained iu 
the memoir. 

I have said above that Dumouriez, aDcr having pro¬ 
cured the dismissal of the three Girondin ministers, hod 
yielded to the earnest request of the king, and taken on 
niiuoclf the war department, only in the hope of obtaining 
from his majesty the sanction of the decree relative to the 
IrgDsportation of the priests, whidt hope was founded on 
t^iMpinion ciitcrtaiora by the queen, of the necessity of 
new coucession. It wa^ to raise the royal authority, 
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^nd to confirm himself in the confidenee of the monarcli 
thut he had sliown himself so haughty and so peremptory 
ill his first communication to the ossemhly, as minislor of 
War. He had calctilotcd, that if he could on the next day 
bring the sanction of the decree, it would be cosy for him 
to regain the popularity which he hod lost by Ins seces¬ 
sion from the ]>arty of the Gironde. He well knew how 
specious the force of this party was; he had preserved nn 
understanding with the Jacobins, and knew timl the latter 
^ro impatiently the sway of Iho Girondins, and the pre> 
tension to excite or to moderate at their pleasure the popu¬ 
lar movcinenis. Dumourica thought then, thaUiftcr har¬ 
ing succeeded on the capital point, where the minisicra of 
the Gironde had failed, he should regain the favor and the 
confidence of the Jacobins, and by thus breaking the union 
between the two factions, he should ncutralidc Iho crisis. 
On this supposition ha ftatiered himself, perhaps with 
reason, that lie should gain the independent party; as for 
iho purely constitutional porty, ho made little account of 
that. Ho had alienated il at the very outset hy putting 
on the red cap, in the Jacobin cluhtand by ids intrigues 
with a view to implicate and ntin Genend La Fayette. 
However, he could not doubt, that his cirorls to support 
the royal authority would be acennded on otir part with 
the most disinterested seal. 

The hope of the presumptuous minister was speedily 
deceived, and his political comNnafions had noIjelter stic- 
cess than his plan tor the inviisioti of Hclgium. The reli¬ 
gious acnipl^ of I^nis XVI were not to he overcome; 
he refused to concur In the iniquitous act of the transport¬ 
ation of tfie priests. Diimouriex then tendered his resig¬ 
nation: it was accepted. In notifying it to the assembry 
on the lOlh of June, Oumoarica announced that the king 
had aitlhorised him to go and serve as licntoiiant-gcncral 
in the army of Mar^al Luckner. 

In the preceding silting, Louis XVI had given notice 
of the nomination of his new ministry. He had chosen it 
among the men known for their attachment to the consti¬ 
tution, and who certainly gave a great proof of devoted- 
hcssjby accepting these delicate functions in such dilBcult 
circa instances. On the following day the king informed 
the assembly chrongh che^minister of justice, Ouranthon, 
that be had affixed his veto, not only to the decree relative 

12 * 
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to tho transportation of tho priests, but likwise to that ^ 
the camp ot $ 0,000 men. ^ 

These la^si e brents had, ho wafer, increased the fermenta¬ 
tion. Tho explosion was imminent, and the perplexitymf 
Louis XVI extreme. Isolated in the midst of the factions, 
deprived of his guard, too certain timt all the authorities 
were corrupted, and that all around him that was'cailed 
an armed force was disorganised; lastly, seeing tho ma¬ 
jority of the legislative assembly conspired against the 
constitution, that last support of the throne which he 
Bummoried to dofend, while the moans of doing so word 
taken from him, the unhappy priuco abandoned himself 
to hU destiny, and opposed to his enemies only the courage 
of resignation, li has been written that from this moment 
be had wbhed and secretly invited the aid of foreign 
armies, but no autliuntie proofs have ever been given of 
such a llict. We cannot admit as such the declarations, 
made hi memoirs, which merit but little confidence; for 
iiistuRce those of Ikrtraiiddc Mollcville,of Madame Cam- 
pan, und some others. The conjectures, the opinions pro¬ 
nounced at a venture by party men, words droppeu in 
private conversations, arc not historical proofs; aiiQ I here 
declare that after all that 1 have personally observed, and 
afierall the acconnis that I have received from woll-in- 
formed persons, 1 am convinced that neither Louis XVI 
nor the queen ever conceived tlie criminal design of tfic 
extravagnnt hope of re-cslablisliiug the royal authority by 
foreign aid. 

In the midst of this coi^lkatioo of interests and in¬ 
trigues, forcMei tig that our coo ns would soon be unavailing 
to check the revolutionary torrent, and desiring to raise 
the courage of those who might still second us, we sought 
out of Paris, and principally in the army, the support 
which we began to despair of finding in the capital, ^mc 
members of the constitutional party, and 1 was of tfie 
number, opened a correspondence with general Lafayette. 

Before perishing in the cooimoQ shipwreck, it was pro¬ 
per to endeavor to unite and to arm the true friends of 
liberty against a new and insupportable tyranny. We 
plott^, therefore, for the safety of our country, for the 
majnlena Dca of our la ws, for (he in v iolabili ly of the crown. 
Lafayet^ was the first who :ifiered himself to perform 
this duty, which was more especially incumbent upon 
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hjm, both on account of his actual position ond of all that 
he liad already done for the constitutional cause. On the 
16ih of June, 1798, he sent from liis camp at Maubeugc 
a letter addressed to the president of the legislative assem¬ 
bly. This letter arrived on the Ifilh. The reading of it 
wus listened to with the most profound silence. This docu¬ 
ment must be cousidcred as one of the most valuable tlmt 
we possf'Ss, because it cluraciorisos better than any other 
the true siiiiatjoD of France at that period. Thctc is not 
tut expression in it, which docs not lK*ar the stamp of 
trtith, nnd it is because I find in it the entire justification 
of the eousciemions opinions whidi I have cxpnfsscdin 
these memoirs, that 1 have thought proper to transcribo 
at length this letter, which contemporary historians have, 
ior tin: most part, only meniioitcU or analysed in loo suc¬ 
cinct i\ manner. 

** (jcnilemen, at the moment, perhaps too long deferred, 
when 1 was gmng to call yoiir attciiiion to great public 
interest, end to indicate among our dangers the conduct of 
the nnnislcr wltoni my corrcspondeitce has long since 
accused, I leant tliat, unmasked by its divisions, it Itos sunk 
under its own intrigues; for undoubtedly it is not hy sacri- 
heing tlireo colleagues, subject by ilicir iustguificunco to 
his power, that the least excusable, and the most noted of 
xhcfc ministers, will have cemented in the council of the 
king its equivoesd and scandalous existence. Ncvonhe- 
Icss, it Is not suiricicnt that this branch of tho government 
sliould be delivered from a fatal influence. The public 
interest is in danger. Tho force of France rests principally 
upon its representatives, and it is from them that the tmlion 
expects its safety. But when it gave itself a conMilulion, 
it has prescribed to them a course by whidi they may 
save it 

Persuaded, gentlemen, that as the rights of man are 
the law of every consthuciil assembly, so a constitution 
becomes a law of the legislators whom it has established, 
it is to yourselves that it is my duty to dcnotinco the too 
powerful eflbris which are made to divert you from the 
line which you have promised to follow. Nothing shall 
hinder me from exercising this right of a free man, from 
fulfilling this duty of a cilixen, neither the momentary 
aberrations of opinion, (fos what are opinions, which de* 
viate from principles?) nor my respect lor the representa- 
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lives of the people, (for I respect still more the people« 
themselves, whose supreme wish the constitution ex% 
presses,) nor the kindness which you have constantly 
shown 10 me, for I desire to preserve as 1 obtained it* by 
an itidexiblc love of liberty. 

The circumsiances in which yon are placed sre difficult. 
France is threatened abroad and agitate at home. While 
foreign courts announce the intolerable project of attacking 
our national sovereignty, and thus declare themselves tho 
enemies of Prance, internal enemies, intoxicated wi^h 
fanaticism and pride, entertain a chimerical hope, and still 
weary us with their insolent malevolence. 

** You must repress them, gentlemen, and yon will not 
have the power to do so unless you are consliluiional and 
just. You desire doubtless to be so, but cast your eyes 
upon what is i>assing ut your own assembly and around 
you. 

^ Can you dissemble from yourselves that a faction, and, 
to avoid all vnguo denomination, that the Jacobin faction, 
has caused all these disorders? It is that which 1 openly 
accuse; organised like a distinct empire in the capital, and 
in its alfiliutod societies, directed by some ambitious leaders, 
(Ills sect forms a distinct corporation in the midst of tho 
French people, witosc powers it usurps by subjugating its 
representatives. 

** It is there that, in the public sittings, love of the laws 
is called arbiocracy, and the violation of them patriotism. 
There, the assassins of Desilles obtain triumphs, the crimes 
of Jourdan receive panegyrier, there, the narration of the 
assassination which has di^raced the town of Mels, still 
excites infernal acclamations. Are such reproaches to be 
got rid of by boasting of an Austrian manifosto, in which 
these sectaries are meniioiied? Have they become sacred, 
because Leopold has pronounced their names? And be¬ 
cause we ought to combat foreigneis who interfere in our 
quarrels, are we dispensed from delivering our country 
from domestic tyranny? What has this duty to do, with 
the projects of foreigners, their connivance with the counter- 
revolutionists, aitd their influence on the lukewarm fnends 
of liberty? It is 1, who denounce this sect to you; I, who, 
without speaking of my past life, can give an answer to 
all those who should feign to» suspect me: Approach at 
this critic^ xnomeni, when the diaracter of each is going 
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to bo known* and let us see which of us, more inflexible in 
^ilskprhiciplcs, more firm in fits resistance, will best brave 
* those obsiaclcsand those dangers, which traitors hide from 
(hair country«and which true citizens know hew to esti¬ 
mate and to defy for her sake. And how could I longer 
delay to Ailfi] this duly, when everyday weakens the con¬ 
stituted authorities, substitutes the spirit of a parly for iho 
will of the people I wliou the audacity of the agitators 
imposes silence on tlio pcaccablo citizens, acts aside nst'ful 
men, und wlien scclarmn dcvoledncss takes the place of 
(he public and private virtues, wliich, in a free coniiiry, 
ought to be the auslcro ami only means of attaining the 
first ofllces of tlie government? 

** It is aher having opposed, lo all obstacles, to all snares, 
the courage and persevering patriotism of an nrmv, sacri¬ 
ficed perhaps to coinbinutions against its commander, Ih&t 
I can now oppose to this fuel ion the correspondence of a 
minister, the worthy production of his closet; a corres¬ 
pondence, in which ail the calculations are false, the pro¬ 
mises vaiji, the inrormation doceilfiil or frivolous, tho 
counsels porndioits or contradictory; in which, aOer I had 
been urged lo advance without precaution, lo attack with¬ 
out moans, my indignation was roused by the base asser¬ 
tion that resistance would soon become impossible. 

How n markublc, gemlcincn, is the conformity of the 
language of the factions whom {uisiocracy avows, and 
that of lfio>ic who usurp the name of pniriots! All wish to 
overturn our taws, all rejoice in the troubles, oppo.tco the 
authorities which the people have conferred, detest the 
national guard, prcacli revolt to the army, atid sow some- 
tunes distrust, and sometimes discouragement. 

** As for mo, gentlemen, who espoused the cause of 
American indcpeiNicncc at the very moment when the 
ambassadors declared to me that it was hopeless; who 
from tliat time devoted myself to a persevering defence of 
the liberty and sovereignty of the people ; who, on the 
lull of July, 1789, on presenting a declaration of rights 
*to my country, dared to say, */or a nafion (o be /res, il 
u Jtffjfficieui ibfti iV io he eo;* I now come full of 

coi^hdence in the jnstice of our cause, of contempt for the 
cosvards who desert it, and of indignation against the 
traitors who would sully il; I come lo declare tlmt tfie 
. French nation, if it be not the vilest in the universe, can 
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and ou^lu In resist the conspiracy of the kings combined 
against it ' * 

** It is donhiless not in the midst of my brave army that 
ignobfc sentiments are entertained. Patriotism^ energy, 
discipline, patience, mutual confidence, every civil and 
military virt It e, I find united there.” {f^yd ttppfauM 
from a ,<ren/ part of tht Qs^tmhty.) There the princi¬ 
ples of iihcriy and equality are cherished, the laws respec¬ 
ted, property held ancred; there neither calnmnirs nor 
factions are known: and wlicti I recollect that France has 
many mill ions of men who may become soldiers resembling 
these, [ ask to what degre.: or dehasement would att im¬ 
mense people Iw rciluccd, (stronger by its natural resources 
than by its artificial defences, and opposing to a monstrous 
confederation the advantage of unique combinations,) 
should the idea of sacrihciiig its sovereignty, of bar¬ 
tering its liberty, of negotiating al^ut the dcclamiioii of its 
rights, ever appear as one of the possible contingencies of 
the future, to which wo arc rapidly approaching. 

** Hut ill order that we, the soldiers of liberty, may bo 
able (0 combat with success, or dto with advantage for it, 
the number of tfic defenders of the country must be 
speedily increased, in proportion to that of its adversaries ; 
supplies of all kinds must bo multiplied to faciliiatc our 
movements ; (he wulUbeiiig of (he troo|)s, their equipments, 
their pay, the care of Ihdr health nnisl no longer be 
subject to fatal delays or to pretended economy, which 
lead to results directly contrary to what it intended. 

** Above all it is necessary that the citizens who have 
rallied round the constiliuioii should l« assimnl, that the 
rights which it guarantees will be respected with a reli¬ 
gious fidelity, such as will excite the despair of all its secret 
or open cuomics. 

**Do not repul.ic this wish: It is that of the sincere 
friends of your legitimate authority. Assured that no 
unjust consequences can flow from a pure principle, tliat 
no tyrannical measure enn serve a cause which owes its 
strength and its glory to the bases of liberty and equaliiy, 
you must provide that criminal justice resumes its consti¬ 
tutional course, and that civil equality and liberty enjoy 
the complete application of (rue principles. 

** liCt the royal power be inviolate, for it is guaranteed 
by (he constitution; let it ^ independent, for this hide- 
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pendenco is oue of Ihc stays of our liberty; let the king 
^ revered, for lie is invested with the majesty of the na¬ 
tion; let him be able to choose amiuistry which wears the 
cb( 4 ikui of no faction; and if there arc conspiralorsjct them 
uot perish but tinder the sword of the law. 

** Lastly, let the reign of die cliibsi nnnihDated by you, 
eive way to the reign of the law; their usurpations, to the 
firm and itidcjie tide tit exercise of the constituted author^ 
ties; Ihoir disoiganisiiig inoxinis, to the priucijilcs of liberty; 
ilicir insensate fury, to the calm and constant coiinigo of a 
u^ion wliicli knows its rights and defends them; lastly, 
their sectarian combinations, to the real iiilorcsts of I ho 
country, wliich, in this moment of danger, ought t*) unite 
all those who do not sec in its subjugation and its ruin, 
objects of atrocious enjoyuieiU and an infamous specula¬ 
tion. 

** Such, geuilemen, are the remonstrances and the pe¬ 
titions submitted to tho assembly, as they have already 
been to tho king, by a citisen whose love for liberty cannot 
be, consistently with truth, dl^tpiited; a citizen whom all 
the factions would hate IcJd, if he liad not raised liimsclf 
above them by liis disinterestedness, who would rut her 
have remained silent, if, like so many others, ho had been 
inUilTeroNt to tho glory of llio national assembly, and to 
tlio confidence which it ought to enjoy, and who in short 
could give no belter proof of llial whidi ho himself lias 
in you than by thus exhibiting tlie trutii without disguise. 

** Geuilemen! I have obeyed the voice of my conscience 
and my duty. 1 owed it to iny country, to you, to tho 
king, and above all to myself, whom the churwiss of war 
do not allow to delay the observations which 1 conceive 
to l)c useful, and who take pleasure in believing that the 
national assembly will consider it as a new testimony of 
iny devotcdiicw to its const it uiiouai authority, and of my 
personal gratitude and respect. 

(Signed) “ LArATBTTS.” 

This letter was warmly applauded by our side and by 
a part of the centre; the rest of the assembly and the 
galleries did not venture to give the slightest token of dis¬ 
approbation. We iramediaiely moved that it should be 
printed and sent to all tbe departments; murmurs aross, 
but the quesiioQ of printing was put to the vole and esr- 
jied. The trausmbsion u> ihe^departments was of greater 
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importance, and the speakers of the Gironde having ns 
covered from their astonishmetit, opposed it Vergniacd^ 
protending to do justice to the purity of the intentions of* 
general Lafayette, said that the assembly ought nouto 
receive com mimical ions from the general of an army, 
except through the ministry, and that the counsels of su^ 
a general were laws: he therefore moved the order of the 
day. Theveitct, one of our party, opposing the motion 
of Vcrgniaiul, said that the counsels of whicli he com* 
plained wore truths, and that such a man as l^fayetlo 
was wanted to declare them lotlie assembly. Here Gul* 
dot, desiring to speak, in order to declare a fact, called in 
question the auihoiniciry of the letter, remarking an ap* 
parent contradiction between the date and the fad of the 
resignation of Diunouricz, which, he said, could not be 
known to general l^afayctlc on like 16th of June. I roso 
to affirm and certify that the sigunlurc was certainly that 
of general Lafayette; but Goadet replied, it Is impossible 
that general Lafayette can be the author of the letter which 
has jnst t»een read. General Lafuyeltc knows that wficn 
Cromwell dared to use similar Inngnogo (hiablo 

to restrain myself, I again internipted the speaker, and 
desired leave to reply to him. Tlic inmiilt became general. 
Guaiiul repeated his iiisnlthg comparison. I said, M. do 
Lafayette is not ignorant that when Cromwell held similar 
language, liberty was cxiiiicl in England; now [ shall 
never bo pereiiadod that thn rival of Washington wishes 
10 imitate the Proloclor of Great llritain.*^ Giiadot con¬ 
cluded by moving the adjournment. The younger Carnot, 
who sat in the eentn!, saw that the only means to restore 
calmness in the assembly, was to refer the letter to acum- 
roiitee. DavcrtiouU also desired to speak on a fact; he 
repudiated ns false the cnhmtiuous assert ion of Gnadct,and 
proved that general Lafayette must have foreseen the 
resignation of Dumonriez from tht dMik^ lohich that 
minister hud txptrunttd on the part of hie rreaittree. 
The debate was closed, and the reference of the letter to a 
committee put to the rote. 

The circumstance was dedsive: with the support of 
iho prelendcd independents, ve should have obtained the 
transTnissiun of the letter to the departments, and the 
chief object of our proceeding would have been attained; 
but as had happeoM on other occasiooa of less impor- 
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tance, this support was not given us, and the refeTence to 
\ cbmtniitee was voted. 

Never, however, bad the faction been so vigoroudy 
atlackod, and never had the terror with which it stniek 
the centre of the assembly been loore useful to it; accord¬ 
ingly it did not delay to resume the offensive, by attacking 
in iii turn, and more direeily the royal authority, which 
we desired to shelter Itoid its fury. 

On the SOth of June the members of the directory 
^ the department repaired to the bar of the aseembly. 
Rmderer, tho procurator-syndic, speaking for the mem* 
beta, informed ua that an unusual assemblage of people, 
many of whom were armed, had collected in the suburbs, 
with (he design of presenting an address to the king. 
The directory acquainted the asaerobly, that the decree 
of the commune, supported by that of the department, 
had not been able to prevent this tnmnituoua aaeembloge, 
and that the minister of the interior had required that 
troops should be aeni to dtj^nd the pahee qf the TS^ile^ 
rite. Lastly, the procura(or43rndic warned ua that (hia 
mob would very probably preaent itself (o the aasembly; 
that tho law not only prohibited all meetinga of armed 
men without a previous requisition, and even every un¬ 
armed assemblage, without the permiaaion of the muni¬ 
cipality; but that it likewise forbade a deputation of more 
than twenty citizens to cany and present pelitiona The 
directory relied on our prudence to ensure on this critical 
occasion the execution of the law, which was the only 
guarantee of the responsibility of tho constituted auibt^ 
rities. 

But these laws were already violated; (he authorities 
had declared their inability to act; the assemblage was at 
our doors, 

Ve^iaud, approving the zeal of the directory of the 
department, proposed, liowover, to allow this multitude 
to dehle before the assembly, alleging the example given 
.by the constituent assembly, since imitated on the 9th of 
April by the legislative aaeemUy in ^vor of the Swiss 
of Chatean Vieuz, and subaet^ucntly for the armed se^ 
tiona. Acknowlet^Dg the aeiwus nature of the cireoBi- 
stanees and the misfortunes that result from them, 
he proposed (hat a deputatioii of sixty members should 
/ repair to the king till the multitude was dispersed. Du- 
VoL. T.—go 
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molard seconded this last part of Ve^niand^s Dsotion, but 
finniy objected to the proposal to admit armed mea» dod''^ 
allov them to march before the assembly. White Ramond 
energetkally refuted the opinion of Ve^iaud^ and 
showed that the dtisena hariDg been warned of their 
violation of the law, we could not admit them without 
becoming their accomplices, a note from the commander 
of the guard informed the president, that the assemblage, 
consisting of 8000 srmed men, insiWed on being admit¬ 
ted. Since they are SOOO/* eicLaimed Calvet, ^and wa 
are oaly 74S, I propose that we break up the ntting ara 
withdraw/^ Calvet was called to or^r. *^lf 8000 
men,'* replied Ramond, **are waiting at the bar for your 
decision, twenty-five millions of men are likewise looking 
tor it; I, theeeibre, abide by roy opinion.” But, urged 
by the impatience of the prelectors of the riot, he pro¬ 
posed seitAng the deputation of sixty members lo the 
king, and required that the citizens who were ready to 
appear at the bar, should lay down their arms at the 
door, diiadet opposed this last proposal and like his 
friends, advoeaiea this manifest iamngement of the law, 
on the ground of the lamenuble examples of precoding 
violations of it. My friends stk! myself required that 
the motion of Kamoud sliould be put to the vqie. ^ This” 
said I, << it the decisive moineot when we should do our 
duty.” The debate was immediately closed. I'he irrup¬ 
tion of the petitioners, who all on a sudden nuhed to Um 
bar amid the loud applauses of ihe galleries, threw the 
assembly into the grwtest coofitsioD. We all rose spon- 
tsiieously, and demanded titat the petitioners should re¬ 
tire, to await the decision of the assembly. As soon as 
they had withdrawn, Ihe president declared that it was 
owing to an error, excusable amidst such confusion, that 
they had been luflered to penetrate so suddenly into the 
hall. Thoir admission was then put to the vote and 
agreed to. * 

The petitiodert having been introduced, their spokes¬ 
man delivered an inflamiDalory discourse, full of sangui¬ 
nary menaces. Whde invoking the guarantees of liberty 
and Ihe declaration of rights, the authors of this insolent 
petition demanded the overthrow of the esUblishfd order 
of things; they developed in barbarous language the the¬ 
ory of a purely deroocratic government, and conduded 
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^vilh frightful predicUont. ** In the name of the nation 

, vh^ch luft its eyes fixed on this ciiy» we come to assure 
you that the populace is rousedi k> as to be equal lo the 
difficulty of the circumstances, atid is ready to make use 
of energetic means to areiige the insulted inojesly of the 
people. It is no ton^r time to dissemble; die plot is 
discovered; the hour is come; the tree of liberty, which 
we are iroing to plant, will tlouruh in pence, or bk^ will 
How. Do the enemies of the country imagine that the 
rqen of the 14th of July hare &lion asleep^ If they have 
appeared to do ao, their waking is terrible; they have loat 
nothing of their energy. Yes, legislators, U is lime for 
the French p^ple to show that it is worthy of the cha* 
racier which it has osnimed. It has ovor^rown preju¬ 
dices, it means to remain free, to deliver itself from the 
tyrants who are leagued against it You know these 
tyrants. Relent no longer, when even a parliamcot would 
crush the will of a despot We lament, gentlemen, the 
inactivity of our armies; we call on yon to diacover the 
cause or it If it proceeds from the cxccutivo power, 
annihilate it Reflect well; nothing can stop you; liberty 
cannot be suspended. If the executive power does not 
act, it is iliat which must be suspended.*' 

Fren^ais de Nantes, the president, answered with dig¬ 
nity, that the laws alone had a right to avenge the nation, 
and that it was in them and by them that liberty might 
bo found; but inviting the petitioners to the honor of the 
silting, ho added, that the assembly would take into con¬ 
sideration their desire to remain armed till the consft- 
tiilion should be esKculed. 

The president then put to the vote the proposal to let 
the armed multitude pan through the hall of the assembly. 
Mayemc,Hua,and myself cbIIm In vain for the execution 
of the law, whkh prohibited the introduction of armed 
men into the hall or tlic legWaiive body. ll>e assembly 
decreed, amidst the applauses of the galleries, that the 
.petitioners should array themselves before iia. 

I here bonow from the author of the History of the 
French Revolution (M. Thierv) the narration of this afflict- 
ing*aeene; I do not know of any more accurate account, 
and I cannot but confirm it by my testimony, as an eye¬ 
witness.* 


TIm e«en werv tJM tad the proeewioa. wliieh et 
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Towards half-past four o’clock the rear of this infcnml 
column had filed olT, and Saiiierrc with an air of triumph^ 
came to present a flag to the assembly, as if to make it an 
accomplice in the crime. All on a sudden we were In¬ 
formed that the crowd of insurgents, after 1 saving crossed 
the gardens of the Tuilcries, had proceeded along the 
quay to the Place du Carrousol, and penctratod into the 
palace itself. It had mM with no obstacles, except vain 
remonstrances of tl)e municipal officers, and the useless 
presence of some battalions of the national guard, widely, 
having no orders to repel this irruption by arms, had 
suffered their ranks to be half opened and the doors of Iho 
a{Kirtinents to be forced. The sitting being broken u]), 1 
Icf^ the hall by the door next the garden, with some of our 
friends, among whom M'erc JAUcoiirt and Theodore La- 
meth. Wo proceeded towards the palace, hy the end of 
the great avenue, when I roeogniaed,aomc steps before us, 
general l)iimouriez,dUguisi.Hl in a largo hat, and enveloped 
in an ample great coat. lie had stopped at the edge of 
the Ktsin in the middle, and turned with threatening ges¬ 
tures towards the central pavilion of the palace, the portico 
of which and the two side terraces were inuinbred by this 
furious nnillitudo; equivocal and tnnly menaces oti tlio 
part of a minister wlio had been the first to wear the red 

Ihtt inainent •mvnni^'d lo at Wet 30,000 pmon% creo cJ llto ft in 
otny lo conooivo oil tiMt maj bo pfoducod Hjr tlio inu|iin«tii>n *A t in^b 
loO to itacir. UonroMHiA uM^ boorbig tho d<«lortlioQ of ri|rUta precr<1od 
itifl procctMon. W<inien ond children wero dcacin^ round ihrw tibloo, 
corr^inf «UfO branel>r« end lh»t h to Mr~po*co or wcr« ai tho 

enemy uiishl c1iot«r. They rcpcatt'd in eborve the Amour pc iro. Then 
oaciM the workincB of oil CMMee* «Ub bad wuakvla* iabrrts and ahorp iron 
head* fMlcnrd to the end of club*. Santorre and tho man^uia do 
Saint* 11 uru^uec, who had already du*lin|ubhed Mimelf on Uic Sth and 6th 
uf Oelobar. marctied vilh dravn Mhrci at their J»ead. BaUaliooH of t/io 
national guard fulbarcd in fuod order* to cheek the tumult by Uieir 
preaence. Then came more womeo and more armed men. Waving 
rtreamera boro tho worda 'The ConMltuiioo or Death!' Torn pair* of 
breechea woro hurled in the air with erka of * Hm BaDa.eel 0 llce m ceer!* 
Laatly. an atrueioui eymbol added ferocity to the atranfeneee of the eceno; 
at the cod of a pike a calPa heert wae borne with thk iMcriptioo. ' The 
heart of an arutocrat.* Grief and (edifoeUoo bunt forth at Ihia *i|hl. 
Tbo fVithtfiil embteia immediately dieap|icarod, bat it «rai only neon to 
appear apin at the ptea of ibe Tuikrwe. TIm ap^oiee of the pitrrire, 
Iho aboou of the people who croenej Lbc halk ite rivie eoap« itp conhieed 
eprear, llic aoiiow ailrncc of the amemUT* com p o aed a atranp acenr, 
•JBioUnf veeo lo thoee deputiea, who looked oo the miihilude aa an 
aoiUkry." 
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cap, with which at that rery ojoment the Jfacobina were 
rai^isliing die royal crown. 

We hastened to the palace: the Tcstibiile, the staircaaoi 
the hall of the guards were completely crowded. It waa 
with (Jic greatest difficulty that Jaucourt and myaetf got to 
the Salon de la Paix (Theodore Lameth having been 
separated from us by the crowd,} and to the embrasure of 
the window,where the king wus entrenched behind a table 
and standing on a bench surrounded by naliortal guards 
and other persons, who, with the earoo mtentiona as our- 
Mlvet, Ikad endeavored to approach hia majesty. Several 
members of the deputation of the Gironde, among others 
Vcrgniaiid, were in the midst of the crowd endeavoring to 
allay the tumult The loudest vociferations came from 
the corner of tlie hall opposite to the window at which the 
king was placed. ** No vetol” ^ Recall the patriot minis¬ 
ters!*' ** Down with the aristoerau!" “ Down with tlie 
Austrian committee !*’ 

Vergniaiid desiring to harangue this infuriated mtilti- 
tude, a man of lohy stature took him on hia shoulders; ho 
obtained a few moments' silence, and contributed, by hii 
inipassioticd address, to restrain the most veiiotnent; it 
was nearly six o'clock when P6tion the mayor at length 
made his appearance in ihb twrrible scene. Ho came to 
allay the storm whicli he hod himself excited. Jeucourt 
and myself then hastened to our post in the assembly, 
where Girardin had taken the chair and opened the sil¬ 
ting. When we entered the hall, the anembly had just 
nominated the deputation of twenty-four membors to wait 
upon the king; and Gohier, one of the secretariea was be¬ 
ginning to read the proc^ verbal of the preceding sitting. 
I hastened to the tribune. 

interrupt the reading of the proc^ rerbhl; more 
urgent cares call upon us; I desire lo speak upon a subject 
which concerns the public tranquillity, the honor of the 
oational assembly, and the safety of the hereditary repre¬ 
sentatives of the French people. 

** You have just sent Co the kir^ a deputation of twentv- 
four igembers; I believe that it is necessary immediately 
to take measures, which may ssnire you thst your depu¬ 
ties to tbe king will bs sble to execute whatever they think 
calculated to procure the liberty and the safety of bis person. 
Gentlemen, a short time after tbs breaking up of the sit- 

80 * 
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ting of the assembly, bariog leamt that a great number of 
urmed men fillcd the king’s apartments, after having forded 
hifl guard, I joined some of my colleagues, to euter the 
palace. We saw the king in imminent danger.”—(Mar* 
mufs from one side and mm the galleries.) 

Charlier^^ The king is in the midst of the French 
people, he cannot iucur any danger.” (Noise.) 

" 1 demand silence;” I replM, ^ the subject is suffi¬ 
ciently important to obtain it; the mfciy of the king, I 
repeal, is at stake. (Murmura) 1 demand to be heard 
ID silence. (Murmura) Time presses—1 have a right To 
speak, 1 will be heard.” 

He calumniates the people.” (Noise.) 

1 cootlnued, “ U 1 had seen the king in the hands of the 
people, 1 should have had no uneasiness. I have often 
seen him so during the revolution, and I never conceived 
any alarm. But it is ooi the people that surrounds the 
king at this moment, it is a hand of madmen, of persons 
infatuated. He was surrounded, assaulted, thmaiencd, 
vilified by the emblem of a fiiction; he had a red cap on 
his ibcatl” (murmurs of the assembly, applauses oi the 
gal lories.) 

Several voices exclaimed, "The cap of liberty is not 
degrading: to order! totho abbey !”^(Noi86.) 

" 1 demand,” said 1, " that the National Aasembly shall 
take the nocessary precautions, to assure itself lliat the 
measures which its deputies to the palace may have to 
take, shall be reudered effectual by a sufficient force.” 

Instead of deliberating on my proposal, it was eluded, 
and the Assembly contented itself with sending a second 
deputalioQ of tweuty-four members to the king, which was 
to relieve tho first, in order that the Assembly might be 
iofonned every half hour, by the returo of one of the depu¬ 
tations, of the situation in which the king might be. I 
insisted that the commander of the national guard should 
be sent for. Several memben who had eye-wit' 
nesses of the invasiou of the palace, came successively to 
dedare what they had seen and heard; and the galleries 
applauded or murmured, according as the expressions of 
(bM several wkoesses flattered the passions, or blamed 
the excesses of the people Soon afierwatds, Brpnek, one 
of our party, a les^lable old man, who was the preai- 
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dent of ilie first deputation, garo an account to the Assent- 
'bf/ in the following (eniu:« 

** Gentlemen, the deputation which 70 U hare sent to the 
ktKg found him in the lUitation with which yon have been 
niadc acquainted. Hie deputation haring seen the crowd 
of citizens who were in Utc apanments, peoctmtod with 
diliicuUy to tho saloon in which the king was. M. Potion, 
who was standing on an arm-cliair,gavo it up to 
1 might be raised above tho crowd, and be able to speak to 
the king, who was hinuclf standing on a bench, t ad¬ 
dressed him nearly in the following termsSire, the 
National Assembly has deputed to you twenty-four of its 
members, to acquaint itself with ilw situation in wiiich 
you are, to protect your constitutional liberty, and to incur 
with you all the dangers that may ihrcateii vou. Ttie 
king replied, that he was scnsiblo arid grelefiil for tho soli¬ 
citude of the Assembly, that he was in die midst of his 
people. At this momoni your second deputation arrived.^' 

X^Josne, another member of ihu< same depuration, added, 
*Mhat the deputation had invited tho king for his own 
safety to go into unothar apartment; that the people had 
made way, and that the king hod been accompanied by 
the deputies. Lastly, that some members of the depura¬ 
tion had retired into the Solon de la Palx—had invited tho 
pe^lo to go out, and chat they Jiud retired accordingly.'’ 

The report made in the name of the second deputation 
confirmod the details given by the first, aird the soronc 
courage which Louis XVI had displayed during Ihisdisas- 
troua day. 

Tlie insurgents having at length evacuated the palace, 
the mayor, PbtioD, repaired to the bar of the nasembly. 

AAer claimlu indulgence, because he had not had time 
to arrange hie Ideas, be made the most shaineful apology 
for the popular movement, and the conduct of the mum- 
eipalily. He even boasted of the meaauros which he had 
taken in opposition to thoee of the directory of the depait» 
ment; he stated that he had l^ally organiasd the armod 
aaKcnbltge; he had given it chioia,taken from the nattonal 
guard; and because the attack upon the king had been 
consummated without effusion of blood, without any vio¬ 
lation of property, he congratulated bimeeif on having 
preventw disorder, and afiini^ that all had paaKd to the 
' mntual sdtisiaciioii of the king and of the people. NoU 
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withjtanding om decided remonstrances, this (aiihlesi 
depository of the municipal authority was admitted to^he* 
honors of the silling, and soon left the assembly, amidst 
the reiterated applauses of the galleries. 

Satisfied with this audacious trial of their strength, the 
Jacobins desired to preserre ad the advantages they had 
gained, and to prevent the reaction which sucli au out* 
rage on the royal authority could not fail to produce in 
public opinion. On the other hand, it was our duty to 
place the fuels in the clearest light, and to act as organs 
of the public indignation. Darerhoult took upon himself 
to speak first, on the opening of the sitting on the follow¬ 
ing day (the 81st). Permission to do so was obstinately 
refusea to hint Bigot de Pr^meneu, who sat in the 
centre, then proposed to the assembly to adopt some mea¬ 
sure to nrevent the admiwon into the hall of the legisla¬ 
tive boay of petitioners wearing arms. This proposal 
renewed the discuaiion which had taken place on the pre¬ 
ceding day, and several of tho most violent Jacobins, such 
as Lecointre, Puyraveau, Laman]ue, &c., endeavored 
again to bring forward ilie arguments and (luotaiions of 
precedeiita, of which Vergniaud had ntade so unfair a uso, 
in order to oblsin admission for the armed multitude. 
This lime, however, tho Girondins refrained, and l.#Rsonrce 
even proposed an amendment to Bigot’s proposition, and 
a decree was |>a8sed in the following termsTho 
national assembly decrees that in future no kind of armed 
body or assemblage whatever shall bo admitted on the 

E rctext of a petition or other cause, either to appear at the 
ar or to inarch past it” 

Daverhoult then again ascended the tribune. The pre¬ 
sident put it to the vote whether he should be heard: two 
triab were doubtful, but he obtained leave to speak. 
"Gentlemen,” said he, "a great offence has been com¬ 
mitted, (violent interruptions,) the liberty and the dignity 
of the king have been violet^, (murmurs on the right,) 
the king’s guard has been forc^, the doors of the apart- 
menu have been broken open with hatchets. The tumult 
baa been such that one of our colleaguet, haranguing the 
multitude addressed them in the following words:—* You 
shall not approach the king but by passing over tny dead 
body.’ (Pcml poohl) Icall on d>e national aoembly 
to d^lay all the greatness of its dttracter; to order the 
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minister of jiistico to prosecute the authors of this crimes 

send for ihe minister of thcintcrior, the dircctorf of the 
department, (mnrmura of the j^llcrics,) and the com- 
nitArder uf the notiotiftl guard of raris, (noise.) to ascer* 
tain w hot Iter orders were given to repel tJiis aggression, 
or whether we must stscrihe these mislortunes to the diao- 
bedienro of those to whom tlic duly of guarding Ihe king 
was collided, (loud exclamations at iho ext^^mo right:) 
and, lastly, that aficr llfis information the national amoiu- 
hly inay take some resohuions whicfi shall provoiit the 
country from being exposed in fulnre to such disorders.'’ 

'fins spirited address roused all the rage of the party. 
A noisy exchange of instdiing recriminations threw the 
assembly into tlic greatest confusion; the galleries took 
part in tfie tumult, and the order of the day wni loudly 
demanded. At this moment, the ministors appeared in 
the hall. Dumnthon, the minister of justice, laid upon 
the table, the following letter from the king, which was 
read by the secretary. 

“ Mr. I’reauicnl, the national assembly is already ac¬ 
quainted with the events which took place yesto^ay. 
P.aris is undoubtedly thrown Into consternation by them; 
Franco will learn them with astonisliment mingl^ with 
grief. 1 have l>oen very sensible to the zeal which the 
assembly manifested towards me on this occasion. ] loavo 
it to its prudence to inveslignto iho causes of this event, 
to consider the circumstances, and to take such measures 
as are necessary to maintain the constitution, to m.'cure the 
inviolability and coiuititulional lilierty of tho hereditary 
rrpmsciitativc of the nation. For myself, nothing can 
liinder me from doing at all times and under all cirrAim- 
6 tar>res, whatever is required by the duties iinposod on 
me by the constitution which 1 have accepted, and the 
real interest of the French nation. 

(Signed) ** Loots.” 

. This letter and the pronoaal of Daverhoult wore ro* 
ferred to tho committee or twelve, tho same which hod 
been formed on the 0th of March, 1792, to consider of the 
measures relative to the disturkAnccs in the kin^lom. 
Immediately allcrwards we heard a report of the minister 
of the interior, Terrier do Moiitciol, on Ihe events of the 
. ^preceding bay. Hi is report was merely a communication 
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of his correspondence with the directory of the depart* 
mentp and of (hat of the latter with the municipaiity 
Paris, from the first notice which the minister receired of 
the assemblages in the Faubou^ of Su Marcel and*'St 
Antoine, till the breaking out of the insurrection, and the 
march of the multitude to the assembly and the palace. 
These anthentic documents entirely justified the regular 
conduct of the minister, and tlie legal measures of the 
department, as they proved the negligence, if not the con* 
Divance of the mayor and the municipality. This report 
and all tho documents confirming it were referred to the 
committee of twelve. 

A suppressed agitation prevailed in Paris like the swell 
after a storm. Tiie abandonment in which the king and 
his family had been left, and his majesty’s moderation had 
excited the interest of all wctl-dispoeod persons and abhor* 
rence of the odious mansuvres of the faction. 'I'he Ja* 
cobins inodo new efiTorts lo regain the ground which they 
had lost. Conthon, in the silting of the 3tsl, proposed 
that the assembly should Immediately discuss the question, 
whether decrees founded on temporary circumstances 
crtt9 <U cireon9tanet)i so he designated those relative to 
the priests who had not taken the oath, and the camp 
near Paris, to which the king had given his veto, should 
be subjoet or not to the king’s sanction. Thougli strongly 
supported by Lamarque and Jean Dcbry, this motion, 
whicit was a violatiou of the constitution, was set aside 
by the order of the day. 

Meantime a proclamalum of the king, drawn up by die 
minister of the interior, Terrier de Moruciel, had just been 
posted up in Paris. It was in die following terms:^ 

‘‘The French will learn,not without grief; that an armed 
oniltitude, misled by some factious persons, has entered 
the habitation of the king, has dragged cannon even into 
the hall of tho guards, has broken open the doors of his 
apartment with halcheis, and then, abusing the name of 
the nation, has attempted to obtain by force the sanction, 
which his majesty Itsa constitutionally refused, to two 
decrees. 

** The king has opposed to Che threats and insults of the 
factious, only his conscience and his love for the public 
good. 

«Tbe king does rw>t know where they mean to uop^ 
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bai he feels U necessary to say lo his French nalioD, that 
Violence, to vrhaie7er degree of excess it naay bo carried, 
will never extort from him his consent to any thing whkh 
he chall believe to be contrary to the public interest. 

** lie exposes without regret his tranquillity, hb safety; 
he sacrifices without difficulty the enjoyment of the rights 
which belong to all men, ana which the law should cause 
lo be respect^ in his favor as well as in that of all citizens; 
but, os the hereditary representative of tlie French nation, 
hq has imperative duties to perform, and if tm can make 
a sacrifice of his repose, he cannot do so of hb dutiea 
If those who d^ire to overthrow the monarchy want 
an additional crime, they may commit it in the crisb in 
which it now b, the king will continue, to the last moment, 
to give to all the constituted authorities the example of 
the courage and firmness which ak>nc can save the empire. 
In consequence he onlersall tlie administrative bodies aixl 
municipalities lo watch over the safety of poraons and 
property. (Sigtied) «lx>uis/^ 

This act of finnness excited anew the rage of the ia^ 
liotts. At the same time the information givort by the 
procurator-syndic of the department, that several assom> 
blages were forming in thu Paubou^ Saint Antoine, and 
in the vicinity of tlM Tuilertes, spreim alarm, and orders 
were therefore given to the nationat guard to execute the 
decree passed on the preceding day. F6lion being suai« 
moned to the bar, quieted the uneasmen of the assembly, 
and praising, os usual, the ntpeci of the people for the 
authoritbs, and their docile submbsion to tho law, he 
answered for the tranquillity of the capital. The Jacobins 
exclarmed, that these pretended movements were onlv a 
manteuvreof the aristocracy, and that it had been intended 
lo renew the sanguinary scene of the Champ de Mars. 
The minbter of the interior giving an account, in the name 
of the king, of the measures whi^, by hb order, had been 
taken by the directory of the depariosent, concluded hb 
communKalion, by resuling the following note, which was 
distributed in prolmon in the Faubourg Saint Antoine. 

** We raise a second time to fulfil iht most sacred of 
duties. The inhabitants of the four foubourgt ef Paris, 
the men df the 14th of July, come to denounse to you a 
-king, who'b a perjurer, guilty of high traason^ unworthy 
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of filling Uie throno any longer. Oar suspicions respec^'ng 
his conUoot are at length rerified, and we demand mat 
the sword of justice shall strike him, in order that the 
punishment which he merits may acrre as ao exampW to 
all tyrants. If you still refuse our wishM, onr arms are 
raisra, and we will despatch the traitors wherever we may 
find them, even among yoit’^ 

This firebrand, thrown among the ferocious actors of 
the SOth of JuDo, was a worthy commentary on dm motion 
of CoiUlion. 

The fomenters of troobles were no loss active without 
than within the capital. Every day we were obliged to 
ondure the reading of infiammatory petitions, all insulting 
to the king, and threatening to ou ran Ives, and recommend* 
ing disobedience and insurrection; but these petitions 
were often set asido by the order of the dav, becanso tho 
members of the centre would have blnshcd to encourage 
such excesses, which even the Girondins thumselves were 
not 80 shameless as to support. The latter, however, 
more and more irritated against iho government since the 
expulsion of Roland, reserved themselves for a more serious 
attack, and it was not long before they again appeared 
upon the stage. 

The assenihly liad decreed, on the 32d,on Iho report of 
Guyton de Morveau, in tlie name of the committee of 
twelve, that tho king’s ministers sliould immediately ap* 
pear at the bar, and that Che president should acquaint 
(hem with the ititention of the assembly, to be informed 
of the measures which they might have taken, fimi, to 
check the troubles ezeitod by ftmatidsm, and, secondly, to 

E lace an army of reserve between the frontiers and Paris, 
n consequence the ministers appeared all together, in the 
siuiag of tho 24(h of Jone. 

The minister of justice stated every thing that ho had 
done to ensure the execution of the laws; he answered for 
the speedy succees of the measure which he had taken to 
repress fanaticism and put ao end to religious troubles; he 
asked the assembly to fix the definition of the expression 
ditivrbtTM rtfiKt public /ren^ui/fiVy, and derired laws to 
be enacted againse seditious writinss. 

The nuuister of the interior, wlio^d been only six day's 
in office, had not yet been able to turn hit ai.ention to 
geMral measures. All hie time, all his care hftl, he said, 
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bacR dcvotcO to the menus for securing the tranquiUlt^r of 
ilil capital. '* A suppressed fermentation still prevailed, 
wlucli announced near sionns, more dreadful perhaps 
llwin those which we had escaped.” He informed (ho 
asseinbly^ of an arbitrary arrest of priests who had not 
taken the oath, in (lie Jepnrltncnt of the C(ke d’Or, and 
ended by reading a circular addressed by him to (he 
eighty-thrcc departments. 

As for the minister of war, Lajard, he had made, on 
the preceding day,a special report on the plan of an army 
of reserve, to be ploced between the frontiers and Paris; 
he htkd compared with the staicinont left by hia predeces¬ 
sor general Dunoonrie 2 ,tliaI of the forces a^ means, now 
at his disposal, in order to ascertain the reality of our re¬ 
sources. Ho developed the basis and (he grounds of a 
plan presented to (ho king, upon the natiml dsfence of 
the tVoiiticrK, combined with the niovcmuntaof (he armies. 
The position of the camp, which this army of reserve was 
to occitpy, was Axed at Soiwons,a point to which the two 
principul lines of opcnilion, llint the enemy might follow, 
converged; one by (ho opening of l^ngwy, the other by 
that of MuiiU'Uge. Ilia recommendation of the report of 
the niinisier, and ihc plan fixed on by (he king, were con¬ 
tained in the letter addrcscsed to (he president by his 
majesty, which (lie miuialor read to us. 

“ I retpicst you, Mr. President, to acquaint tbe national 
assembly, (hat, having caused an account of the present 
situation of the armies to be rendered to me, I have judged 
it necessary to replace tlie reserve of the Mtlalion of the 
volunteer national guards, whicli. In (be first arrangements 
that I hud made, formed a aocond line between (lie fron¬ 
tiers and tfio capital. This reserve having been succes- 
aivciy united to (he two armies, which are acting at this 
moment, I in consequence propose to the national assem¬ 
bly to decree ihc formation of forty-two new battalions of 
volunteer national guards, of which each department shall 
furnish half a battalion. I shall give orders that this addi¬ 
tional force be placed in such a manner as to cover tho 
capital, or to reinforce the armies as circumstances irfhy 
require. 

i (Signed) ** Louis.” 

Vot^W21 
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Far from being satisfied with these partial reports, itie 
GiroiidUis saw in them only an inleiuion to elude fhe^ 
execution of the decrees, and seized Ibis opportiuhty 
to compromise the ministers, and to aggraratc their. re« 
spoils!Uility, by considering it as comroon to all. It is 
sporting with the assembly,** said Guadet As soon as 
the minisicrs consent to enter into the kitig*s council, 
wlten groat troubles agitate ll>e kingdom, and when the 
decrees which you have pas^ are, not withstand in g, sus¬ 
pended hy the right whicli the king has used, and which 
the eouMitulion gives him, you have this akcniativo, 
eitlicr they liavo betrayed Iho public interest, or they 
liuvc taken beforehand siiflkicnt measures to check the 
evils.** 

Uumond, protesting against a doctrine so contrary to 
the hpirit of the cunstitution, answcretl that the iinlionul 
assembly, when inminuiuiiig hurinony IwtwtHM) the two 
powers, ought to find the resources which were re^iiiired 
to secna* the pr4)S|>unty of the kingdom^ that an attempt 
was made to cstahlisli, in an nndorhand niaiiiicr, a re* 
s[>oiwibility of a new description; tluU the veto was 
spoken of as a thing fur winch the king's council was 
Ijoimd to nrovidi! a remedy, whicli should please those 
(H'rsons wno had voted fora decree, not sanctioned, and 
that this was stiiking a fatal blow at thu independence of 
the royal prerogative. *Mf any thing,** added ho, is 
culculated to propagate In tlie empire interiiiiuahlc 
troubles, It Is opinions of this kind produced with tlio 
assuruiKe which talent aiul patriotism should give, hut 
which more suUd rejection ought to suppress in the 
months of the re preset Mat Ives of the nation.** 

Kamond proposed that the exiraordiimry coinmitleo 
should lie authorised to conler with tho ministers on the 
means of appeasing the troubles in the kingdom. The 
rc|>ortcr Guyton maintained, that the proposal of Guadet 
was conformable to tite decree of tho assembly, relative to 
the account which the tnitiisters were to give. The read* 
ing of this decree was called for, which only ciubiltcrcd the 
discussion. The Jacobins required that the ministers, who 
had not been able to hinder the king's refusal of bis sanc¬ 
tion, should be personally and collectively responsible, for 
the extraordinary MuppUnuntary measures, widch, they 
said, ought to be taken, in 6rder to fulfil the in*!bDlion of 
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ftio d^TOM, which had noi been sanctioned. Wo main- 
‘raiticci, ort Ihc cmitrnr)'. thni the existing laws were snfli* 
cient, and that ihc inimster could not be rendered respon* 
cxrqU for the cx^'cuiton of them: lint sophisms 
pfcvailrrl over reason and Ihc eehlcMec of constitritiorial 
priiiei]ilirs: the asscinhiy dccidnl that the ministers had 
not fnllilled the decree of the tjdd of June. 

Thoiish, in this sneeinet history of the leglslniiFc 
asseinlily, 1 have not thonght it necessary to comprehend 
any more than tho most reniarkahio eveiiis, and Iho dc* 
hates, the ia»|>ortance and i.<siie of which gradually le<l 
to tlm siihversinn of the inouarehical CiUistiUition of ITiM, 
I ratiiiot pass over in silciier the courage manifesiod by 
one of imr collcasnrs, IMifanr, in derinuiiciiig the mori* 
strous organis.ation of the popular soeiel ics, endeavoring 
to stop ihe torrent at the moment when it ihrenleiicd to 
hrx*ak ill rough the Inst barrier which could l>e oppostxl lo 
it. This hravc and honomble deputy, who had rusver 
hefon^ spoken, having ohiained permission lo do so in Iho 
silling of the g/itli of June, nnvuileil withniii any reserve 
the manmivrcs of these sneiciies, and forced the faction, 
which wu^ already Iriiimphatil, lo hear hilter Irttlhs, 
wliicli migiit have cnlighlenc<l Ihc p«'oplo, had lliey not 
aln^afly been carried away i>y ihe inloxirHalion of auar» 
chical d«>cirlties. 'Iln? s|>enker. who was frequently jiitcr- 
riipted hy niuriTinrs and violeni interrogations, ennld not 
fuiisfi his discourse. Hie assembly passed lo the onlcr 
of tlic day, and Didfiiit, qnitiiiiff tlio Irihune, had tho 
honor of Iwing ironically applauded hy the galleries. 

If Ibis generoMs pcmcvcratice in defending true princi¬ 
ples coulil not stop the progress of eomtplion, it servixl at 
least tn suspend hs fatal rtTocis. The flagrant oulrngo of 
the 80 ih of June had so laid open Ihe ohjeel of tho faction, 
lhat tile rfiiefs of Ihe conspiracy, whether in (hn assembly 
itself Of onl of il, wem cHpiaily embarmssed In jitslify or 
lo disavow (lie part which they had taken in il. Being 
loo well served by their most audacious agents, ihey 
resumed tho mask of hypocrisy. The Oirondios, while 
attacking Ihe constiintional rrghis of ihe crown, again pro¬ 
tested I heir attachment lo Iho consiitntion. Chahat, in u 
wretched a polocr)% explained hisaddresmto the Fatil)ourg 
Si. Anhnne, and pretended jhat he ought to l>c thanked 
for Iheni, because, as he said, he had done his utmost lo 
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prerent the 6000 petit iooere from presently themsclr^ 
in arms al (ho asaembly and the palace. P^tioD, on his 
side, alleged the care he had taken to maintain the tran- 
quiiliiy of the capital. 

Meantime the news from the departments informed us, 
that the late events and the king's proclamation had pro¬ 
duced very different impressions. The oppresion exer¬ 
cised by the popular societies had not b^n able, in the 
departments of the north and of the west, to slide tho cry 
of indignation, litis cry had been heard, especially in thp 
army, and we had not failed to profit by this feeling. The 
offensive double expressed by the Girondins respecting the 
intentions of general Lafayetle, on occasion of his letter to 
the assembly and the authenticity of his tiguatiire, had 
increased ihe discontent of all those who were under his 
command; and numerous addresses which had been de¬ 
livered to him attested the altnchtncnt of all tlic corps to 
the constitution, to the king, nnd to the general who had 
gained their affection and their confidence. 

The manifestations of the authorities in the frontier de¬ 
partments, and those of Normandy, left no doubt rcspoel- 
ing public opinion in that great portion of Franco, and all 
the rest could not fail to follow this movement, it the mon¬ 
ster of anarchy were put down in the capital. This state 
of things, our urgent solicitations, the impending danger 
which threatened tho royal family, bnl, above all, tho 
heroic devotedness of I^faycitc to the cause of liberty, 
which was already tarnished and profaned—such were 
the motives which induced the general to take upon him¬ 
self the responsibility of quilting his army, and hastening 
with a small number of otScers to Paris. 

On the 26th of June Lafayette repaired to the assembly, 
desired to bo introduccd,and delivered al the bar a speech, 
whidi concluded in Ihe following terms : ^ I beseech tho 
national assembly to order that the instigators of the crimes 
and acts of violence, i»mmitied in the Tuileries on the 
20 th of June, be prosecuted and punished as guilty of 
treason to the nation; to destroy a sect which usurps the 
sovereignty, tyrannises over the citizens, and whose public 
debates leave no doubt of the atrocity of the projects of 
those who direct then). Lastly, I venture to beseech you, 
in my name, and io the name of all honest peopH in tho 
jdng^m (murmurs on the leu,} to take effectual measures 
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\ ensure respect to the coostituled authorities, especialljr 

• your own and that of the king, and to give the army the 
'assurance that the coostitution ^a)l not receive any injury 

io^he interior, while the brave French lavish their blood 
in defence of the froutiera.’’ 

Being admitted to the honors of the sitting amidst the 
applauses of the greater part of the assembly, he witnessed 
the warm debate to which his spwh gave rise. Quadet 
spoke first. Making use of hU favorite figure, bitter 
irony, he asked, if the Austrian army was beaten. ** No,’' 
s&id he, our enemies are alill the samo,—our external 
situation has not changed, and yet the general of one of 
our armies is at Paris. What powerful motive has 
brought him hither ? It is our internal troubles. Ho fears 
lest the national assembly should not have in itself sulG> 
ciont power to repress thorn, and constituting himself the 
organ both of hia army and of all the honest men In the 
kingdom, ho calls upon us to maintain the constitution." 

The speaker, seeing also in the steps taken by Lafuyotte 
not only a violation of the princiolcs of the constitution, 
but likewise an infringement oi the several powois, 
demanded that the minister of war should bo interrogated, 
ill order to loam from him whether iho gonoral had come 
to Paris by order or with leave of absence i he proposed, 
ill conclusion, that ilio extraordinary commit teo should, on 
the following day, make a report, tending to prohibit 
generals commanding an army from coming to present 
petitions at the bar of the assembly. 

Romond answered. He sliowed first, quoting what 
had been done in England since the revolution of 1666, 
that our constitution was at presrnt nothing more than a 
theory, on the application of which all those who had 
difiereiit interests would dispute, according to circum¬ 
stances and their passiona It was thus, he said, that very 
recently a favorable construction had b^n put on the con¬ 
stitution and the laws, when an armed multitude, which 
might be considered as formidable in the midst of a legis- 

* lative assembly, had appeared at the bar; it was alleM, 
that there were no precraing and prohibitory laws, which 
ha^ not been abn^ted by usage. Now M. l^fayette, 
who has given to the nation as a security his whole 
fortune^ his whole life, a reputation of more value than 
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life and fortune, appears at the bar, and njspidone an^ 
alarms are express^, and passions are unchained 

Afker having justified the step taken by Lafayette and 
those which he had adopted to avert the public danger, 
Ramond proposed that the petition of General Lafayette 
should be referred to the extraordinary committee, which 
should deliberate on the matter and present a report in as 
short a time as possible. Notwithstanding the efforts of 
Isnard and some others to obtain leave to speak, the 
debate was closed, but the question of priority, between 
the proposal of Guadet and that of Ramond, gave occi- 
sion to a very vehement discussion. Girardin was insult¬ 
ed. This tumult did not hinder the priority from being 
given to the proposal of Ramond; the chicanery on the 
position of (he question was equally unsuccessful. l*his 
lime the centre remained faithful to us, and the assembly, 
aRer calling over the names which confirmed our major¬ 
ity, referred the petition of M. Latayette to the committee 
of twelve. 

Lafayette had reason to flatter himself that his presence 
would revive the ardor of the old national guard, and we 
participated in this hope. It was in fact the only force 
whidi could come to our assistance, to save the constitu¬ 
tion and the king; but it was necessary to set with vigor 
and despatch, to disperse the Jacobin Club, which was 
already in alarm, and to nush the reaction to the utmost. 
The general was resolved upon this, and all his old friends 
were no leas resolved than himself to brave all dangers, 
in order to effect this new and salutary revolution. 

When Lafayette, afler quitting the assembly, waited on 
the king, he was received and listened to with kindness, 
but with reserve, and not, as has been stated, with a 
repulsive coldness. Ought Louis XVI to have openly 
avowed this enteiprise, and placed himself at the head of 
the movement^ Would not his concurrence and that of 
bis most devoted servants have impeded the success, and 
mulliplled obstacles, by the unpopularity of these agents? 
If Lafayette found all the means of action, and all the 
strength on which he had depended, (he re-establishment 
of the royal coustitutioual authority was the necesse/y 
and immolate consequence of the defeat of the Jacobins; 
on the contrary sapposition, the situation of the parties 
was not changed, a^ the ficlat of his spontaneous pro- 
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deeding, enlightening the opinion of good ciiizens^ the 
majority of whom had declared in favor of the general in 
the assembly^ would acquire more atreiigth and unity to 
revedy diaordera. 

This did not happen; it was loo late. For nearly a 
year the national guard hod been almost entirely disor^n- 
ised,and the introduction of the rabble, of men armed with 
pikes, had successively generated in the ranks, distrust, 
disgust, and terror. Civic devotedness, ttpril du ttrrpt^ 
ana voluntary subordination had disappeared with the 
uhi^ of coromand and the efficient composition of the 
atafla A considerable number of these old citizen soldiers, 
and especially of those who had formed the aolcci compa¬ 
nies, hastened to pay their respects to their former general; 
but these were only individuals; what could be done with 
these fragments of the patriotic army of Paris? Nothing 
less woiifd have been necessary than enliro battalions, ral¬ 
lied under their old colors, to enable Lafayette to strike 
a decisive blow, siid carry the massee with him* He ot- 
tempted it in vain; bei^ forced to renounce the plan, he 
returned to his army, afflictod at not having been able to 
ctTocl his generous design, but with tho honor of having 
undertaken it 

This episode had for a timediTortcd the assembly from 
the most important object of its deliberation, tho measures 
to be taken in order to remedy the public dangers at home 
and abroad. Tho extraordinary comroitiee of twelve, to 
which all the proposals relative to the subject had been 
referred, presented its^report, in the sitting of the 30th, by 
Paatoret. This speaker, who had been appointed to give 
an account of the labors of the committee, embraced the 
subject in its widest extent; he made a general exposition 
of the situation of France, and of its goremmeiit, regene¬ 
rated by the revolution, reconstituted under a new legis¬ 
lation; he examined the action of the several powers, in 
the limits which were prescribed to them by the constitu¬ 
tion, criiiciaed the deviations with which (hey had been 
reproached, and thus went throng all the branches of the 
aaministraiion, indicating snccesaively, though in a vague 
manner, divers means to make them concur in the safety 
and the defence of the state, and the preservation of social 
order. 

Pastoret, with the good loUntion of calming hatred, ba- 
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lanced the erron of (he opposite parties against each other. 
Not having been commissioned to present any proposals,* 
or any positive measure, he coitclnded his report, or rattier' 
his speech, with an affecting invocation to concord, ac^r- 
ing his colleagues to set the example. 

It was unanimously decreed that this report should be 
printed, and sent to the eighty-three departments. 

Jean Debry then presented a draCt of a decree, which 
was a logical deduction from the labors of the committee. 
He discussed the question with more frankness than Pas- 
torct had been able to do, and showed with equal energy 
and precision, the spirit, the object, and the intentions of 
the proposed decree. The de^te was adjourned to the 
23d of July. 

The Jacobins released from their fears by the departure 
of Lafayette, could not fail to be convinced that they might 
venture every thing with impunity; their clubs, their pnm^ 
phletcerSfdis^argM all their rage upon the general; they 
caused him to be burned in effigy, and their associalcs in 
the assembly exerted themselves to the utmost to regain 
the majority which fora moment they had lost On occa¬ 
sion of the letter which Lafayette on leoviug Paris had 
addressed to the president, and in which he called on the 
assembly, iti tlie name of tho nation and of the army, 
speedily to take into consideration (he complaints which 
ho had addressed to it, Dclauny d’Angers renewed (ho 
motion of Guadet, and went so far as to propose to tho 
national assembly to decree, <*that till the empire should 
be in a state of peace and the revolution definitively 
closed, it should consult only the imminence of tho public 
danger and the supreme low, of the safety of the people, 
in the measures of surveillance and repression to bo taken 
against the conspirators, am tators, 

To couuterbwnce and neutralise the effect of the 
numerous addresses of the constittited authorities, and 
the petitions with thousands of signatures, relative to the 
events of the 20tb of June, we were assailed by others, 
composed in a contrary spirit. Those of Marseilles, Mont* 
pellier and Toulouse, announced the departure of organised 
imnds which were marching to Paris, there to form \jie 
camp of 20,000 men, proposed by the decree which die 
king had uot sanctioned; they required the assembly to 
authorise the movements of*these armed bandstand to 
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pmride for Iheir proleciion on ibe way. On the SOth of 
7iine, Giiineue moved that to n^late thi$ aoH of levh en 
which, he said, was only carrying into execution the 
arrangement determiDed on by the king, ai^er the refusal 
of his sanction, the assembly should resolve that ** every 
citizen who should present himself in arms to any munici¬ 
pality should be inscribed as a defender of the country.” 

I decidedly opposed this infraction of the constitution, 
which tended to nothing less than to authorise the peremp¬ 
tory exccniiot) of decrees, which should not ycl have 
obtained the character of laws,iK>t being confirmed by the 
royal sanction. 

In the same sitting, M. Rhnll, a deputy of the Lower 
Rhine, having announced that columns of the enemy’s 
troops and considerable trains of artillery were ap¬ 
proaching the banka of the Rhine, and threatened Alsace, 
and that it was necessary imrnediately (o cover this 
undefended frontier, Gcnsonn4 rose to speak. This 
orator of the Gironde was one of the members of the 
committee of twelve to which Iho minister of war had 
made a confidential communication of the last operations 
of marshal Ltickner, ho acciued tho minister and threat¬ 
ened him with impeachment. 

Indignant at the indiscretion, which was equally mali¬ 
cious and impolitic, and an attack so little merited by my 
honorable friend, the minister I^jnrd, I aacended tho tri¬ 
bune to give o just idea of tho posiiioii of oiir armies at 
this time, to j ustify the minister on the ground of preceding 
facts, and to guard tho assembly against tho aanger of 
treating such questions in public, and divulging Iho secret 
of tlie opers lions of the war. 

AAcr some observations on the illegality of the proposal 
of Gensonn^, addressing myself more particularly to the 
speakers who had so persevering)y supported the political 
and military operations of Dumouricz, “Von have desired 
war,” said 1$ “you play the dreadful game; you play it 
with all its chances; you employ, without doubt, all your 
‘resources and all your arms, but the best of all arms is the 
* unfettered direction of operations by the executive power.” 

Though the assembly closed the discussion after my 
speech, Gensonn^, resuming his discourse to enforce bis 
proposal, iiKuntained that tl^responsibility of the minister 
was engaged by the effect of an intrigue, which he would 
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not unveil at that moment UDveil, unveil thal intrigue 
cried several of us, rushing towards the tribune. The 
opposite side hastened to support the speaker. The tumult 
was dreadful. Gensonn^, being called upon to explain 
himself, had recourse to ihe threadbare accusation of the 
Austrian committee: said that the war, declared In spite 
of the court, was only a ridiculous intrigue, and pretended 
to prove that (ho rctrogrado movement of Luckner was 
nothing less than an act of treason, which could not be 
imputed to tho marshal, but to the minister of war and to 
th e A ustrian commit! ee. Th is i ime too (he I erribl o woap o n 
of domtDelation failed in the hands of (lie Giroodins. Tho 
assembly passed to the order of the day. 

Deing resolved lo fulfil our oath of fidelity to tho con- 
alitutiou, we defended the new ministers, who had devoted 
themseivesin the most critical circumstances. The greater 
number of the constituted aulhorhies had loudly expressed 
their censure and indignation at the impunity of the crimes 
of the 20th of June, and demanded tho repression of the 
popular sociciioa. Our adversaries, on tho controry, sup- 
|wrtod the anarchical usurpation of powers by these socie¬ 
ties, and renresonced to the pMple,a8 a flagrant conspiracy, 
our last eftbrU to maintain libeny by (ho execution of the 
laws. The whole time of our sittings was consumed in 
idle debates. Tho members indulged in most violent re¬ 
criminations and personal insults. A too faithful image 
of tho troubles and the passions which disiracted Kmiice, 
Ihe assembly was now nothing more than an arena, where 
reason and sound opinions struggled with a faction, which 
had no longer any check. The tribune of the Jacobins 
resounded with the most seditious motions. It was not 
a partial insurrection,’’ they said, ** whicli should bo made, 
but a general insurrection.” The bar of the assembly 
was constantly crowded wUh petitioners; most of (hem 
hovtng no minion, but from obscure clubs, spoke with 
insolence in the name of the nation, and proposed ns an 
effectual remedy for public troubles the overthrow of 
social order. Meantime, however, some generous voices * 
were heard. Two deputies of Ihe constituent assembly, 
Dupont de Nemours and Guillamne, presented on the first 
of July an energetic petition, that judicial proceedings 
might be institute against the abettors of the events of the 
SOUi of June; afier tuving rewi this petiiion with firmness, 
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laid it on tlte table. It was subscribed by $0,000 
persons. It is distressing to say, but history will record 
ihi^ melancholy truth, as tho most deplorable example of 
suI\uigaUoQ under the yoke of terror, that this list of $ 0,000 
courageous citizens was converiEd iu the sequel into a list 
of proecripiioD. 

The Jacobins, perceiving (hat such considerable masses 
of citizens, ready to defend their rights and their liberty, 
increased and rallied round the conslhuicd authorities, 
hastojicd to attack tlie directories of departments which 
hdd declared themselves with the greatest energy. They 
denounced the decree of the department of Somme, one of 
the most remarkable acts of lliis kind, and took advantage 
of tho circumstance, to propose to the assembly that tho 
sittings of tlte administrotive bodies should be public. 
This was overthrowing at ono blow tho lost barrier which 
could stop the invasioii of democratical principles. It was 
increasing without limit the infitionce of the popular socle* 
tics, and paralysing by the terror of denunciation tho legal 
action or all the agetUs of authority. Tho Giroudins 
strongly supported (liis motion. Gcmy, ono of the most 
courageous of onr friends, quoted very i-propos (he opi* 
nion of Mirabeau on a similar motion made to (he con* 
stitucut asaombly,and the mcmorublo words of that orator, 
who caused the proposal to be rejected as a principle of 
dborganUatioD and dissolution. Vergniaud, however, sup* 
ported this same principle, and required tliat tho decree 
should be immediately passed. 

In a question, the consequences of which would be so 
serious, we had a right to depend on the support of the 
members of the centre, which alone could give us the ma¬ 
jority. This majority failed us, and (he fatal principle of 
the publicity of (he aittinffsof (he departmental authorities 
was decreed, amidst the loud applauses of the galleries. 

Encouraged by (his victory, tlie Girondins attacked with 
the greater fury, the ministry which they could not pardon 
for having (akra (he place of (heir ejected friends, and for 
frankly supporting the constitutional party. Montceil, the 
^minister oi the iuterior, w*as the especial object of their ani¬ 
madversions, on account of his firm and decided character. 

decree of the Somme served again as a pretext. 
Guyton de Morveau denounced (be printing of this decree 
.^at the royal printing office, and the transmission of it to 
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the eighty-two <1epartmeats. On his moti the miniet^r 
was BuiDmoned to answer categoricalyihe quesiioo, whe¬ 
ther the order for printiog and transmitting Uiis decree td 
the eighty-two departments, or to some of them, emai^ated 
from him. Montciel rcpli^ coolly, that the question of 
the assembly was twofold: first, whether he had traos- 
niitted the d^ree; snd> secondly, whether he had sent it 
to one, two, three, or four departments: and as it appeared 
to him that this series of questions was put to eniangU 
him in hii toord^ he begged leave to reply in writing. 
This initated the Jacobins. Guadet represented the pru¬ 
dent precaution of the minister as an insult, a want of 
respect to the assembly, and required that he should im¬ 
mediately answer yes or no. The question being put to 
him in those terms by the preMdent, Montciel persisted, 
with dignity, in his refusal to answer, except in writing, 
afier having asceruined in his office what had been done. 
He was supported by several of our friends. Bccquey, 
DavcrliouU, Hubert explained, and showed the grounds of 
the regular conduct of the minister, and his honest reserve 
in not implicating his responsibility, except for facts of 
which ho was certain. Fresh murmurs, fresh bursts of 
anger followed, but neither the penioacity of Guyton de 
Morveau, nor the suspicious aua vague conjectures ven¬ 
tured by some others, nor the virulent accusation of trea¬ 
son advanced by Isnard—nothing could move tho minis¬ 
ter. Legal proofs,’* said Isnard, the treacliery, of 
the bad faith of the agents of tlie executive power we 
have; we have them in the silence of this minister. It is 
asked, where are the traitors? I answer, here is one.’* 
At the close of the debate Lagrevol, one of the members 
of (he centre, while he blamed the decree of tho depart¬ 
ment of the Somme, and acknowledged the necessity of 
obliging the minister to give a categorical answer, demon¬ 
strated that either from want of memory, or from igno¬ 
rance of the bets, it could not be presumed that the silence 
of the minister was a refusal to answer, and that his answer 
could not and ought not to be required, except in writing: 
This motion, which was identical with the minister’s own^ 
proposal, was adopted by the assembly. 

On the very next day Montciel wrote to the president, 
to inform him that he had verified tbe facis respecting 
which the assembiy had questioned him, and that ne had. 
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ascertained that the decree of the department of the Somme 
yr^ included among the documents relative to the erenu 
of the 20th of June, vbich he had ordered to be printed; 
huUthat he had not giYen any orders to send this decree 
to the eighty4wo departments, and that this document 
had not issued from his office. 

InefTectiial as the reaction of the constitutional party 
had been since the events of the 20ih of June, the facdon, 
exasperated by our constant opposition, no longer delayed 
to give the signal for a general convulsion. Thuriot, sup* 
parting a petition of the section of the lombards, moved, 
3n the very terms of the petit loners, first, that in all towns, 
the population of which amounted to more than fiAy 
thousand souls, the statf of the national guard should be 
discharged, and in its stead another chosen by the citizens, 
in iheir respective sections, the sittings of which should 
from that moment be permanent; second, that the assem¬ 
bly should decree that the country was in danger. Afier 
a short discunio 11 , the first part of this motion was decreed: 
the second wos only the petition of the proposal made by 
Jean Dcbry in the sitting of the 90th of Juno. On llio 9d 
of July, Vergiiiaud was the first who spoke on fhis im¬ 
portant question, ife read a discourse, which was in fact 
a mauifosto prepared long beforeltand; a perfect model of 
the eloquence of the tnbune, but in which admirable 
talents and all the resources of the art of oratory wore 
lavished to giro the color of patriotic aenfimenta to the 
most dangerous political sophisms, the most perfidious in¬ 
sinuations, the most inflammatory excitements to sedition. 

Vergiiiaud concluded by proposing to declare the coun¬ 
try in danger, and the ministers responsible for all internal 
troubles, of which religion should be the pretext; and 
likewise for any invasion of the Frewh territory, for want 
of precautions, instead of the camp of twenty thousand 
men, decreed by the assembly, and refused by the king. 

During the reading of this speech, which was listened 
to with the greatest attention, I was fully sensible how 
important it was to weaken the effect of it by an imme- 
«diate reply. Vaublanc, whose turn it was to speak, hav¬ 
ing seated to give way to me, I ventured to answer 
extempore. 

Frequent and vehement mterrapttons proved that a 
part of the assembly listened to me with disapprobatloD; 

You I.—22 
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our ad7ersaries wera impalieiit when they saviacts repT;^- 
sented in their due lights and the object of their perfidious 
desigtii discoTored notwithstanding their sophisms. 

debate, whidi was Luterrupled by several motions, 
and by a letter from the king announcing the resignation 
of the minister of justice, Duranihon, who was succeeded 
by M. Dejoly, was resumed on the following day, the 4th 
of July. Jean Dcbry again read the draft of a decree 
which he had already presented; it was declared neces¬ 
sary to discuss it immediately, and after a short debate 
upon the articles t1)c assembly decreed, 

** 1. That when tho internal or external safely of the 
state should be Liircatened,and tho legislative body should 
have judged it indispensable to take extraordinary mea¬ 
sures, it should declare it by the following formCi7t« 
senSi the cwntty is in 

That this declaration should be made hy an act of 
the legislative boily, and that tho king’s sanction should 
not be necessary.” 

^<3. That all cilisens able to bear anus, and who had 
already done duty as national guards, should bo in a state 
of pcrtnauoiil activity.” 

Then followed sixieoti articles, relative to tho organi¬ 
sation, arming, pay, &c. of these levies cn masse. 

Wliilo tho Jacobins, always in tlio namo of tho public 
safety and of the dangers whicli threatened liberty, ex¬ 
torted from the legislative assembly measures contrary to 
the constitution; while they were completing their pro¬ 
ject of alienBling from the king the confidence and respect 
of the people, and thus paralysed the regular and legal 
action of the govcninieni, the new ministers opposed to 
these manoeuvres the spontaneous acts of the crown, 
which were best calculated to dispel suspicion and to 
encourage the well-disposed. The king wrote to the 
assembly to express hb desire to celebrate the memory of 
the compact of alliance contracted on the altar of the 
country on the 14th of July, 1790, and there to receive (he 
oaths of all the dtlzeus, who should be admitted to keep 
the anniversary of the federation. Od the same day, the< 
5tb of July, the mioisters of war and foreign afilairs, who 
had been sent for, made their reports; the first on the 
measures which he had taken to reinforce the armies on 
those parts of the frontiers "^bkh were most immediately 
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thieatened; the second on the infonnation which ho had 
relatirc to the inarch of the Prusnan coliunns 
and the TnoTements of the emigrants. 

^e minister for foreign afiairs, laying on the table 
documents whidi confirmed Iho intrigues carried on, the 
loans projected, with the assent of the French priuces, 
communicated also the declaration, by which Louis XVI 
disaToved and blamed all tlieso hoslUo arrangomouta, 
made ill his name and in concert with the enemies of 
Fpinco." 

The object of the report of the minister of war, I#ajard, 
was of no less importance, since tliis minister, giving an 
account, day by day, of wimt he had done, in order to 
provide for the defence of Iho eastern frontier, laid bare 
the faults of his predecessor, and east on the Girondin 
ministry the reproaches of ignorance and negligence with 
which Its defenders pretended to overwhelm the new con« 
stitiitional ministry. This report gave rise to a debate in 
which 1 had to take a part, and I embraced the opportu¬ 
nity to justify the opinion which I had boforo expressed 
on this important subject Gcnsonn6 observed, in the 
first instance, that in ease of impending hostilities, the king 
was bound by Uic constitution to give an express notice 
in writing, which the minister for foreign affairs was to 
countersign, after having dove]o|)cd the measures which 
ho might ha VO taken to prevent hostilities. I ask,’* said 

* ”Thc Kinf oftbe Frcoeln beiaf informA^ Uiil Uli n«rM eontinue* to 

l» Wc 4 in tWor to pr o poto rwigotulioM with tbrcif o povrort, to coolnct 
lotai, tnd ovon lo raiM 4 mlUlvj Ibrcc, dotirinf onea okoro to cooftria, in 
tho mcol Mkina nunnor. hi* 4ttoehiaenl to Um conoiitation. which b« bto 
fnely tecepCod and awom to <lerewd, dtaiTown alt dacloratiooa, proUato, 
liefotiatioiM with fbicifn oourta. to4A«, laviea of mililarr pofohooM 

of arnit, amiaunitioo. and in rnmal, all acto. pobfic or pnvalo, dooo 
io hit Mmo bj LouiikSUnlsUua*Xa*ior. CbarlM*l^ilUppa. I^uu^ooaph, 
And LouiiuAnttHna Henry. French prince^ and by Iho othor ornlfrintA 
who bi?a reboEbd cfaiD*! tbo law* cf thoir coonlryt 

* Dedarea that hit inlorett tod that of tho pooplo, whooo hereditary 
reprettfttotitt be * re for ever inaepanUi; ihit the foremment, Dw Oiqc- 
Uoaa of whkh «ro oonftdod to him, wifi bo maintain by (ilok In etl hi 
>irily. 

* nrm in Ihii readetion. (ho Kiof of the Prmh diroeto hie sioleUr 

* fereifo aShin to caw iiotieo to be fiven to aU the power* that. ooUrely 
devoM to tbe caw of the French people, ha will make oeo of all the 
Beane which (he aoeetitatieo hao pi iff d ia hie power, efaind tbe eMniei 
of France, wbelorer pretext Ih^ may alh^ m (olerctinf thoee armed 
amoiDbUfm of 1^ emiftant priaeee, or Ibr •a^Mtibf them in (hoir hoodie 
. demando.** 

S 
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he> whether it is at the momeDt whea the Prussian oo 
lumos are alread/ on their mardi^wben thev are on our^ 
frontiers—when hostilities have cominencea, and hare* 
been published tliroughout Europe for Dearl7 a month, 
that you should expect a poUAcation of the nature of that, 
which has just been made to you!*’ 

GensoDn4 then moved, that, without paying any atten* 
tion to the ministerial oommimicttiions, the assembly should 
proceed to the order of the day, and oblige the minister to 
come on (he following day, to give au account of the ne¬ 
gotiations. 

1 replied.—I was interrupted not only by yiolent mur¬ 
murs, but by incidental motions, and I could not resume, 
till the assembly had been consulted. I concluded with 
(ho few following words:—I ought at length (o bo al¬ 
lowed to explain myself with respect to the sense which 
I give to the word /ae/ious, Wnen I speak of (he fac¬ 
tious, I know what I say, and I desire no better than to 
dcAnc tliem. X call Jaciious those who prefer (he vilest 
passions to the public interest;—(murmurs on the right,) 
—and X well know that I touched the ark of the covenant, 
when I touched the old ministry.” 

To loavo no pretext on the form of the notification, the 
minister for foreign affairs addressed to the assembly on 
the same day, 6, a letter from the king.* 

But (bo Jacobins, refusing to recognise in those public 

* Thji WUer wftt ti Ibllom:^ 

** It it with regret, gentlemen. Uiei I ecc enothcr enenr bte Jcvlcred bin- 
•elf. Pruem, which to laeny iotercetf appeared to atUeh to France, for- 

r ng Umm intcreoOs conijMree with iu rivml and natoml cMcnr againal 
Frtoch oonatJtaluM. Ito •occeawro etciw have aMosedtoo mirbed « 
character to )oav« enp pooaibilitj of doobiing hcncetbrih ita hcotilc Inten* 
lioop. The convention of Piliiitai tbo alliance with Awlria, havo been ibo 
copacqucncce; the reccpiioo given to tho rtbcK tho acta of violeDoo ezor- 
deed toward# Frenohoien, wbooi commercial afiaire called to that conrt; 
(be eondoci of that conrt towarda a French mlnieterj (he departore of Ita 
cnvoy^lraordlnarp. without labing (care; the IbrcDal refoaal (o allow our 
eha^.d*aaaitoa to reaide at DcrUn; ibe effoele of the Proaeiio areote at 
other OQuru to raiee op eoemiee agiinet oe; laetly, (bo narch of the Proe* 
dan troop* to (be Bomberd'SO.OOU men, and iJieir aaeemUioff on our tmu’ 
(iera, all prove a concert between (be cadoet of Vienna and uat of Berlin, 
l^eee, geBtlcmcn, are loimlecel boatllHlea la Ibe (erne of (be cooetilulicn. 
1 fire notice of (hem to the J e gteUtive bodp, and 1 depend on the onion and 
ceunff of all (be French to combat and Un eomoicf of the ooootry 

and of UbertT. 

(Sigaed), ^‘Loon.'* 

(CoonteraigMd) **CBAMMMiaa.** 
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Uitifflonies the Buteeie expression of the king^a mtentioiiSi 
were angry, and accused them of hypocrisy and treachery. 

rain/’ cried La marque, ^'doce the gOTemmeDt seek 
coipake itself popular during the fortnight of the federation, 
to resume altef it, according to circumstances, its ordinary 
course. The temporary mask of cirism will not deceire 
the people.^' 

These last expressions were the watchword. 

Only a few days were to pass before the moment when 
the king, desiring to regain the general confidence, was to 
fOnew the oath which he had taken when ho accepted 
the constitution, and to giro to tho people a solemn pl^ge 
of tho siiicoricy of his sentiments. The conspirators hid 
not a moment to lose, if they would prevent the effect of 
this solemn act. This was tho common object of the 
Jacobins and the Oirondlns, but these two factions en¬ 
deavored to aceompUeh it by difibrent means; both of 
thorn labored to lead iho assembly to resolutions con¬ 
formable to ihoir views: the latter, by gradually weaken¬ 
ing the exocutive power, and by successively stripping it 
of all its principal attributes, to obtain tho forfeiture of 
the crown, and a sort of republican dictatorship; the 
former, by suddenly usurping tho cxercUo of all the 
powers^aud transferring it to die assembly, in order to 
attain in tact a democratic republic. Two remarkable 
spoeclies, delivered in the sittings of the 5th and 5th of 
July, on tho dangers of tho country, indicated this diver- 
geitce of opitiioiis relative to the probable issue of the 
impending crisis. The debate was onened on the 5th of 
July by Torn6, a Jacobin member, who had never before 
spoken, and who astonished us by his powerful reasoning 
and the vigor and cleameai of his style. It was a violent 
accusation, in which all the labors of the constituent 
assembly, from the repression of the petitioning levellers 
of the Champ de Mars, were considered as so many de¬ 
viations from the principles established by Iho declaration 
of rights, and as criminal attacks upon liberty; all the 
hets of the executive power were recapitulated, and re- 
preaented in the odious light of a complete system of 
treachery and usurpation of the national eovereign^. 
The speaker attacked with the same vimlence the legis¬ 
lators and the kln^ he accused all parties, and seeing no 
means of ssiety but in a new revolution, demanded the 
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forfeiture of the executive power> the diseolution of tbe 
legislative assemblv^ and convocation of a nation^ 
convention. 

Torn^ concluded by propo^ng tbe following decreqt^ 
^ The national aasembly decrees:— 

"Art 1. In the critical circumstances In which the 
nation is now placed, the legblative body could not, with¬ 
out betraying its confidence, neglect or delay to address 
to it the following declaration:— 

CiiiienSf iAe eounify u in danger/ 

" Art 2. The national assembly, in conaequenee of its 
declaration, made in article 1, reserves to itself the faculty 
to take, according as the danger of tbe country may in* 
crease, and independently of the measures decided on in 
its decree of the 4ih of June instant, such other powerful 
measures, as circumstances may render necessary, and 
determines to act solely according to the maxim, para¬ 
mount to every coostituUoii: The eofeiy the peopie U 
the supreme law** 

T)io friends of tho speaker demanded tliat his speech 
should be printed. Pastorct, the reporter, firmly opposed 
this proposal: he was indignant at language so infamous, 
which he said was a proof of the connivonco of tho ene¬ 
mies of liberty abroad and at home to ruin Prance, and to 
plunge it into the gulf of anarchy. Ti\e Assembly passed 
to tho order of the day. On tho next day, tho fith, the 
debate continued, and it was the turn of the Girondiiis to 
state their views and system on the great question of tbe 
measures to be taken to remedy the dangers of the country. 
I*hi8 task devolved on the gravest and most learned of 
their speakers. The philosopher Condorcet laid down in 
his exordium some of those vague maxims, tho conse- 

S uences of which, if widely applied, may lead to tho most 
angerous errors. 

Having, by his aphorisms, enlarged the basis of his 
doctrine, Condorcet, before proceeding to the application, 
pointed out difierent causes of the dangers of the country, 
among which he indicated more eff|:^ially tbe pretend^ 
coalition of the foreign enemies with the constitutional 
party, which he accuM of false ze^ and hypocrisy. He 
attacked more directly the royal authority, calling to mind 
the refusal to sanction the decrees relative to the priests 
who had not taken the oath, and to the camp of 20,000 
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men. He advised t)ie aseembly to brin; forwaid these 
d^mes again, and to present a kind of cballenge to the 
'king. 

•Coodoreet wished also that Uie ministers slioiild be de¬ 
clared collectively responsible. He impaled to them the 
crime of having dismissed the minister Roland, and con* 
sidering them in a state of susptcion, ho demanded that 
they should give an account to the assembly, day by day, 
of all their measures, aud of all the orders which they 
should have given; but ho required tliat a decree of accu- 
sAtion should be immediately passed ogainst Montcicl, the 
minister of the interior, and against the minister of war, 
Lajard; the first on account of the king’a proclamation of 
the llih of June, and of the decrees of the departments 
which this proclamation had occasioned; the second for 
having compelled the retreat of Luckner, by refusing to 
send to him the troops of which he was able to dispose, 
and in particular the regiments in ^rrison at Paris. In a 
word,all that these two ministers had done since the 81 st 
of Jiino, to stop the progress of tlio insurrection contrived 
'by the Jacobins, was, according to the speaker, a series of 
ofTencos against the safety of tlie state and tlio public Iran* 
quillity. 

The whole insidious reasoning of this discourse, winch 
was wriiten with academic purity of style, tended to vest 
in the legislative assembly the exercise of the executive 
power in the several branches of the odiuiiiistrution, under 
the specious pretext of a superintendence which was be¬ 
come necessary. Tho speaker oxtendod this suporintend- 
ence to the employment of the funds voted for the secret 
expenses of the department of foreign affairs, and even lo 
those of the dvil list It was proper, ho pretended, that 
the agents of the treasury should bo noznirjated by the 
electoral assemblies. 

Further on, Cordorcet attacked tbo good faith of the 
king, the sincerity of his personal acts and of his disavow¬ 
als, by indirect ways, by mere suppositions, it is true, but 
* which were the more perfidious, because the people 
always take such oratorical figures literally. His sally 
against the French princes was equally violent, but sup¬ 
ported by better a^umc nt& ** Decree that the property 
of the French princes shall be immediately sold, to indem¬ 
nify citixeos deprived of tbeir possessions in the name of 
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the allied kings, whom those priDCoe hare exdted to lay 
waste the country. Let this property, whatever be its 
nature, be sold for ready money, and in small tots; it' 
amounts to nearly 100,000/X>0 of francs, and instead of 
three princes you will have 100,000 landowners; their 
palaces will bc^me the retreat of the poor, tlie asylum of 
industry; cottages, inhabited by peaceful virtue will rise 
in those gardens which are devoted to pride and effemt* 
nacy.” 

But Cordorcet reserved his sharpest darts to discharge 
them at the constitutional party: he compared the condi^t 
of General Lafayette, both to that of Cromwell to obtain 
the protectorate, and to that of Monk, sacrificing to his 
king tlie liberty which he at first had served. 

Then affecting the sentiments of moderation and con¬ 
cord, he mingled with this effusion of patriotic wishes, the 
bitterness of absurd reproaches, which were evidently ad* 
dressed to ua 

Cordorcet ended by proposing an address to ihe king, 
which, in stibstance, was only the peroration of his speech. 
The assembly voted that it should be printed, as well as 
the tliroe draAs of decrees, the basis of which he had laid 
down in his prolix manifesto, hut no member was so 
shameless ns to second the proposal to send to the kir^ 
his insiilUDg address. 

We were indignmit, and above all afflictod,atthis pros¬ 
titution of 90 much knowledge aud such talent. The Ja¬ 
cobins, btU ill-satisfied, applauded with regret the success 
of the Girondin speakers, who always gave them umbrage 
by moderating their violence. Tho majority of the assem¬ 
bly was fatigued by a debaio whicli revived hatred, and 
carried it to tho highest degree of exasperatiou. This 
temper, so contrary in appearance to the design which 
had been conceived by a worthy and very enlightened 
man, the Abb6 Laraourene, Bishop of Lyons, was, how¬ 
ever, favorable to it. On the following day, the 7th, he 
obtained leave to speak for a motion of oraer; his first 
words, his noble countenance, and the sweetness of his 
voice, gained him at the outset a favorable attention. 

None ef the proposed measures seemed to him calcu¬ 
lated to reach the source of the actual malady of France. 
"This source, which must be dried up/* said he, "at 
whatever cost, is the disunion of the nahonal asMmbly-*' 
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Criuh, gentlemen, cm^ by common execration, and 
last and iirevocable oath, crash the republic and the 
two chambers. Let us mingle in one and the same mass 
of«free men, equally formidable to the spirit of anarchy 
and the spirit of feudalism. This will be the moment 
when we may say with truth, Franco is saved.” 

These words touched every heart, and were universally 
applauded by the assembly and the galleries. The bishop 
of Lyons then proposed that on a certain Jay, and at a 
certain hour, the president should declare that ail I hose 
who allure andearcrale the repahlie and the two tham^ 
bets should rise, " This moment!” was echoed from all 
sides. ** Yes, wc swear, wc swear it!” *l’his oath was 
repeated by all the deputies at once, as well as by cho 
public; and in a transport of enthusiasm, which did honor 
to the French character, Iho memhenof the opposite sides, 
crossing the hall, ntshed into each other’s arms, aiul min¬ 
gled in the ranks of those who had hitherto been their 
enemies. 

I went and sat down between llaxirc and Merlin. I 
was particularly acquainted with the latter, whose charac* 
ter I nave always held in great esteem. I shall relate in 
the sequel on what ini|)oriant occasion ho gave me proob 
of his regard. 

The speech of I^moun.*ife was ordered to be printed 
and sent to Iho cighty-thrco departments. 

Nothing was wanting (0 the solemnity of this reconcilia¬ 
tion; no means were neglected to render it durable, and to 
imbue public opinion with the generous sentiments which 
had just been displayed in the assembly. A deputation, 
of which the respectable author of the motion was the 
president, was instructed immediately to convey to the 
king Iho proc^s-verbal of the sitting, and while it was 
gone to the Tuileries, the membere of the several parties 
emulated each other in zealously bringing forward propo¬ 
sals, all directed towards the object of confirming internal 
peace by the union of the constituted authorities. It was 
'Bazire who obtained a decree that all the authorities ^ould 
be invited to the bar, to hear from the mouth of the presi¬ 
dent the recital of what had just passed, and to receive the 
invitation immediately to acquaint all the citizens with iti 
Brisaot, who was to speak ^irectly afler Coodorcet, said 
that, without renouncing the measure which he bad to 
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propose, and which he believed to be necessary, he felt 
that he had need to correct a speech, which, being pr^n 
pared for other circamstaDces, might revive animosity, 
which had been appeased. Bishop Lamourette soon re¬ 
turned, in the name of the deputation, to give an account 
of his mission, and of the extreme satisfaction of the king, 
and annouiMcd that his majesty would himself come to tho 
assembly. The king, in fact, oppeared a few moments 
afterwards, surrounded by his ministers. He was received 
with tlie loudest acclamations, and pronounced in a firm 
voice, though with emotion, tho following words:— 

*<Ocmicmen:—The act which most touches my heart 
is that of tho uiiioii of the will of oil, for the safety of the 
county. 1 have long since desired this happy moment: 
my wish is fulfilled. I come to express to you myself 
that tho nation and the king are bnt one. If they aim at 
the same object, tlieir nnit<Hi clforls will savo France. 
Attachment to the constiintion will unite alt Frenchmen. 
Tho king will always mt them I ho example.’’ 

President Girard in answered, that the harmony be- 
twoou the constituted powers would give to the French 
nation the strcngtii which it needed to break the league 
of tho tyrants conihined against its independence and its 
constiintion, and that it saw in the frank proceedings of 
the king llic presage of its success. 

New anr] warm applauses followed the speech of the 
king and the answer of the pre^dent, and I..01U3 XVI, 
before he withdrew, added these few words: was 

sorry, gentlemen, to bo obliged to wait for a deputation, 
for I longed to he among you.” 

While wo were waiting for the relum of tho deputa¬ 
tion which had been scut to the king, the debate on the 
dangers of the country being in fact suspended, the 
oaseiuhly, in the calm produced by this aifecting and un¬ 
expected scene, had resumed the couiee of its ordinary 
business. Maraire, reporter of the committee of legisla¬ 
tion, had just laid before the assembly a chapter of the 
law on rights of citizens, when a deputation of twenty- 
four members of the general council of the commune of 
Paris appeared at the bar. The object of this petition 
made a strange contrast with what had just taken place, 
and with the feeling that then pervade the assembly. 
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'fhe directory of the dei^meot, which since the 50ih of 
^ne had prosecuted its mvcst^tion into the causes and 
the promoters of the disorders of that day, had ascertained 
tike culpable uegligence aod the disobedience of the com* 
rouae of Paris, aud hod iu consequence just suspended 
from their fuuctioos the mayor Potion, and the nrocura* 
tor, Manuel It is certain that the decree of tlio directory 
had been passed on the 6tli, while tho assembly was 
listening to the famous speech of Condorect, and tlint the 
members of that superior auiliority could not bo informed 
of the iitiforcsccii edcct of the motion of Lomourette. 
This suspension was undoubtedly an act of jnsiiec and of 
courage, but it was tiuscasonablc; nn<l if wc suppose that 
the reconciliation of tho parties could linvc boon known 
to tho directory, when U passed its decree, it would have 
been justly considered as very impolitic. It must not be 
forgotten that there was not in Paris at that time any 
public force so organised as to support legally exercised 
authority. Tho dcvotctlncsa of the directory was lutt l)io 
more noblo aud generous. Tlic president was tho virtu* 
ous Larocliefoucanld, who soon after hud to alone with 
his hi^ad for the honor of having performed his duly. 

The spokesman of tho deputation, slating tho ccmplainls 
of the mnuicipal coiiikci), endeavored to justify tho conduct 
of tho mayor and of tho procurator of llio commune, made 
a pompous ctilogiiim on tlioni, boldly confe-ssed tlie con¬ 
nivance of the council, and said timt tho conduct of tho 
miuilcipalily on that day liad saved the empire. TJio pc* 
tition was referred,conformably to the law, to tho cxocutivo 
power, and the petitioners, admitted to the sitting, were 
witnesses of tho reciprocal assurances of harmony between 
tho king and the legislative power. 

Tlie king did not decide on the decree of the depart¬ 
ment, precisely, os he says in his letter to the assembly, 
because he was personally interested In It This was a 
serious enor, for the assembly, passing, with rca.’torr, to the 
order of the day, that it might not deviate from tho con* 
Stitulional course, threw upon the executive power all the 
•embarrassment of the deetaon. Aflor the fusion which 
had just been made under the king’s eyes, and which, for 
that very reason, ought not to be supposed futile and 
imaginary, a spontaneous and pgorous decision on his part, 
* though very just, might bare been considered by a mul- 
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titade of deluded men aa a ruptnre of the peace svom 
by all. The best course would perliaps hare been, withg):!^ 
applying to the assembly, aiM applauding indeed the 
enei^ of the directory, to take off in a short lime Ihe 
suspension which it had pronounced, and by this sort of 
amnesty, which would have been only a cons^ucnce of 
tile approximation of parties, to extinguisli this torch of 
discord in the hands of the factions. 

The pathetic address of the bishop of Lyons had pone* 
trated the hearts of ail. Almost all the members of the 
assembly indulged in the senlimonis which it had inspired, 
and expressed them without hypocrisy and without ro- 
sen^c. Certainly, tlic spontaneous step of the king was a 
testimony no less sincere of his assent, and of his deter¬ 
mination to concur in ihe restoration of internal peace. 
However, to profit by this favorable moment, it would 
have been necessary to agree on a new line of conduct, 
which should disarm the disimsi of the several parties; 
it would have been necessary to make mutual sacrifices 
of views, of opinious, of prejudices, which could not bo 
ho|>cd cither of the court, or of the republicans of the two 
sliadcs of opinion. This result, liad it been possible, would 
evidently have been the triumph of the constilutional party. 
But the opposite party liad actpurcd too much strength, and 
had gone too far, to slop in its fatal career. 

Wo had hardly a few hours’ illusion; the Jacobins, out 
of doon, laying hold of the pretext of the suspension of 
Ihe mayor of Paris, resumed their violent bnguage, and 
two days afterwords, in tlte sitting of the 9 th of July, the 
Girondius by the mouth of Brissot, reviving tiro debate on 
(ho dangers of the country, attacked more vehemently than 
ever the royal authority. 

Brissot at the outset first made tise of the oratorical pre- 
cantiou to which the occasion obliged him. Distbguish*^ 
iiig between the sentiment of fraiemily which ought to 
unite the friends of liberty and equality,from the union of 
confiicting ophiioDS, ** Ibis fraternity,” said be, ** while it 
unites our liearts, cannot fetter our opioiona There, gep« 
tlemen, the voice of fraternity stops; our conscience be¬ 
longs only to ourselves. It must be free, or we should 
have pledged that which can never be alienated, or else 
we should have betrayed the interests of the people.” 
Having thus given himself’ ample scope, be divided into 
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thVoe parts tlic longest speech 'whicli hnd yet been dcUrcred 
^the legislative assembly; a complete treatise of the his¬ 
tory and policy of the times, considered in a revolutionary 
point of view ; cm immense and enrions performance, in 
which wc regret to see an able pen dbfigure facts without 
contradicting them, and pervert the principles of the con¬ 
stitution, so as to make Ifiem serve to destroy it, by forced 
inferences and sophistical iuterpreiatious. To state the 
dangers of the country, to charncterise its causes, to point 
out (he remedies, such was the division of his speech. 

*H[s picture of our eztemal dangers, of the fdaii of the 
coaUtiou, his hypothesis of tho sitnatioti of Franco invaded 
by foreigners, were rail of cloqttcticc, of life, and of tniths, 
which were unhappily prophetic. The dotail of tliu inter- 
mil liniigcrs wiu but the necessury repetition of the com- 
plaintH willi which tho tribune and the bar had not ceased 
Co rcKound for Uni months; complaitits which were almost 
always produced in the chamber by those very persons by 
whom tfu! disorders had bccti fomentud or cncotiroged. 

Proceeding to tho remedies which lie had to propose, m 
order to dofout what he callml the great conspirucy of (he 
cxcctitive power, brissot sccotidod ilic niotion proposed by 
Jean Dcbry and Condorcot, and added, ^ tho constituI ion 
ennnof go on except ttndcr a revolutionary king, or at 
least under u revolutionary miniMry. i/lllie king will not 
be revolutionary, tlio legislature owes it to (lie people to 
examine both il>e foot and whai the constitution prescribes, 
when the fact exists. Thus the question ought to he con¬ 
sidered, with respect to tho head of the executive power, 
with respect to its agents, to the secret committee which 
may direct it, or to the party which supports it.” 

These tiieasures, which tl»c speaker hnd already indi¬ 
cated, were nothing leas tliao tlie /orfeitnro of the king's 
power; but before he ventured to make tho proposal in a 
positive manner, he endeavored to prove that jl was 
legal, and flowed from the very terms of tlte constinicion. 
Not Slopping at the supposition whidi Vergniand had laid 
down, he said, " I odtoire the truly eKMjUCtu picfiire drawn 
• by M. Vergniaud of a counter-revolutionary king, but I 
would say that hypotheses are calriilaCcd only to encou¬ 
rage the guilty, to corrupt the people, and to lessen the 
stren^h of Che assembly and that of the constitution. If 
the king is guilty» it roust be (rankly avowed: if he is not, 
Vou I.—23 
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even tho supposition must not be ventured. The con^ti* 
tution ensures the rights of the king, and points oiitJ^S 
duties. There is b^des a right which precedes that of 
all the constituted powers; it is that of the people: these 
powers are but its dele^les; it is their sovereign. If then 
its delegates betray their trust, respect for the sovereignty 
of the people makes it the duty of the assembly at least to 
examine if the violation is real. 'J*hus, gentlemen, if the 
picture drawn by M. Veigniaud is not hypothetical, if facts 
prove that the king has violated the constitution, if ^hc 
people in their addreases raise their voices against him. 
the national assembly would be wanting to the people and 
the constitution, if it did nnt examine the facts, and the 
question of right, with tho most sempuIons attention. And 
hero, gentiemon, all capitulation with the executive power 
would be a crime; you have not the right to remit the 
penalty, if the crime has been committed: you are but tlic 
depositories of the noblest right of the people, that of judg¬ 
ing tho first public functionary. 

** If the constitution ofiers you some vague or doubtful 
points, there is an infallible rule to interpret il in a consti¬ 
tutional manner; it is the safety of the people, it is the good 
of the people, for the constitution has not and cannot have 
any other basis, any other essence. Such, gentlemen, arc 
the principles; you must examine the conduct of tho king. 
The constitution says, that if the king retracts his oath, if 
he docs not oppose by a formal act the enterprises under¬ 
taken in his narrw, ho is presumed to have abdicated tho 
royal authority.'^ 

Having come to this terrible conclusion, Brissot made 
the application of his doctriue. 

I demand, then, in the name of tho people and for the 
sake of the king himself, who, if he has not violated the 
constitution, must desire that hia conduct should undergo 
a rigorous examination—1 demand, that as soon as you 
shall have proclaimed that the country Is in danger, you 
discuss solemnly, and on a report of your extraordinary 
committee, whether the danger proceeds from the king, 
and that you examine the articles of the constitution whiclv 
1 have quoted.’’ 

The proposals of Brissot, drawn up in the form of a 
decree, were in substance the ioipeachment of the ministry, 
the forfeiture of the king, the dictators^lip assigned to the 
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Asl^mbly, and the declaration of the danger of the coniilry. 
XEtfi speech was ordered to be printed, and the gaDerics 
rehometuly applauded. There was not in the bosom of 
the assembly, or without, the least trace of the impressions 
wliich had been produced by the bishop of Lyons. A 
succession of Jacobin petitioners appeared at iho bar, 
they came to demand the reinstAleiiieiit of the mayor and 
of the procurator of the commune, and that jiiatico should 
l>c done them against the decree of the directory of the 
de^)artinciit, which, they said, hod lost the public cotifi- 
deuce. This petition, which was strongly supported by 
sonic lucmlH^rs, was referred to the cmnniittcc of twelve. 

AAcr this incident the niimsters, couformably to the 
dccrco of the Slh of Jiily,canic all together to the assembly 
10 give an account of the actual state of the kingdom with 
respect to its security at home aitd abroad; Chambonas 
only, the minister for foreign affairs, was confined to his 
licd by serious illness. Dejoty, the minister of justice, 
alone spoke: he declared in the name of all his colleagues 
that they could not submit to a joint responsibility, which 
neither the constitution nor any law imposed upon them. 
JI(! proved, tjuofing the very text of the law, that the 
personal responsibility of each minister, within the Umiti 
of the fnnetiona of the department confided to him, could 
not he implicated by the debates in tlie council. 

The minister thon entered into the details of the state of 
affairs for each of the departments. Wtiat struck ns the 
most in this vast picture was, with respect to the depart¬ 
ment of the interior, the passage which concerned the 
popular societies. He said that fie could not conceal from 
the atwmhiy, that political dissensions were no less active 
than religious fanaticism in disturbing llie traTU|Uillity of 
the kingdom, and that the societies of the friends of the 
const itution had often been the cause of violent excesses. 

The state of the finances, that of (he collection of the 
faxes, of the fabrication of assignats, of the administration 
of the forests, &C. wcredcscrib^ with the same frankness, 
without dissembling the inadequacy of (heir resources, 
and wi(hout exaggerating the pn^iice fliat might be 
exported from them. 

The account given of the department of (he marine and 
colonies was pretty satUfactorv with respect to the mate^ 
rir/in the ports and the arsenal. We hod still at (hat time 
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between sixty and seventf ships of the line, and at ledst 
as many frigates, which might be fitted for service; 
the state of the crews was far from corresponding with 
this appearance of naval strength. 'Hie corps of olfios^.rs 
had licen disorganised by emigration, and in the expocta* 
tioii of laws which had been demanded of the assembly, 
it had not been possible to form it anew. The same was 
the case with the niarim^s. The classes of the seamen 
had likewino been neglected. Hie minister, however, 

C ifjted out moans to restore the navy, which a few years 
fore had been so fionristiing,and stated the efforts which 
had been made to preserve the elements of it. 

Afflicting truths ri'spoctiiig the deplorable situation of 
the fine colony of St. Domingo were staled without reserve, 
and the minister accptaliitcd the assembly with the moa- 
Burcsaiid precautions which had been taken fortlie cxecii« 
tion of the recent decrees relative to that colony, ro main¬ 
tain the tranquillity of the others, and to protect marilimc 
commerce in ihowwcral seas. 

The affutrs of the war department more particularly 
Attracted the attention of the assenibly. The following 
are the principnl results enumerated in this part of the re¬ 
port, at least such as appeared to me the most iiseJ'nl to he 
preserved, in order to understand the futuro debates on the 
subject. ] hud been tnndc pariiculnrly acquainted with 
the report of the minister of war, l..ajurd,aud I can certify 
its correctness. 

The frontiers wero threatened on several points by a 
mass of forces of about 200,000 men. 

The first army in the Low Countries, the second in 
Luxemburg and tho .and the Prussian army on 

the Rhine, threatening to pciietmlc through the Electorates, 
formed the three great divisions of the enemy's troops. 

Our effective force amounted to 271,000 men, as well 
troops of the line as the national guard, of which 7,400 
were employed in the colonies. 

The minister of justice had given an account of the 
affliirs of his department on the preceding day. The min¬ 
ister of foreign afi'airs had transmitted to the diplomatic* 
committee two ineniotrs concerning the political situation 
of the several European powers with respect to France. 

The intention of the decree of the 8lh of July, enjoining 
the ministers to give an account of the state of France, 
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at home and abrond, having been tbns fnifiUcd by 
jifis statement and by these communications, the minhter 
Dejoty concluded his re]>on in the Mowitig manner:— 

V Gentlemen, after having given an account of the civil, 
political, and mililary situation of the kingdom, wo And it 
our duty to declare to the assembly, that having accapicd 
tho ministry only in the spirit, and with iho intenhou to do 
gooil, the moment when wc can no longer do it is that in 
wJiich wo must renounce it Wo have the honor to in¬ 
form you that we iiave this morning tendered our rcsigua- 
tlAn to the king/’ 

In fact, the constitutional ministry, continually harsHsed 
by Iho predominant factions, and Uircatcned with impeach¬ 
ment collectively, could no longer support its agenis, and 
insure obedience to the inferior authorities, which wore 
invaded or paralysed by tlie popular societies. In the 
assembly it had no support, except a loyal, though power¬ 
less minoriiy. Lastly, its devotedness, its ueolefs ollbrts 
to maintain the royal authority produced Irriiatiuri, and 
threw on ihoiKrsonof tho king tho iinpopulariiy of his 
ministry. Their resignation was an act of coii^cienlions 
self-denial. As soon as they had Icfl the assembly, Kuck, 
reporter of the diptomalic committee, read the meruoriul 
winch the minister of foreign alTairs had deposited with 
the committee. It was the representation of (ho political 
situation of the several European powers, sinci^ the events 
of the revolution had broken the Ci|ujlibrium, and hud 
changed tlielr natural relations either with oach other, or 
with France. Tho several interests, the views, the actual 
disposition of each power, considered separately, or in 
their most probable combmaiions, were laid open with 
equal perspicuity and Innh. I think it superfluous to 
insert this documeni, which almost all contemjiomry histo¬ 
rians have properly quoted, as one that was b^l calculated 
to expose the intrigues with which all the cabinets were 
agitated at that time,as well as their perplexities and their 
resolutions. 

The assc cnbly,being sufficien tty i n formed by th e speeches 
of the members, atid the reports of the ministers, closed the 
debtite on the question itself, and turned its att«*niion 
merely to the form of the declaration of the danger of the 
country; it was decided, on the motiou of Heraiilt de 
S^cbelles, that the spontaneous act of the legislative body 

as* 
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should not be subject to the king’s sanction; therefor^^ 
after having decreed that no time was to be lost, the 
sideut put on his hat and pronounced these words:— 

** ChiieftSf Me counfry re in dangerf” 

Yes, doubtless, the danger was imminent for all French- 
mon, but too ceriaiii for the unhappy prince, whose ruin, 
which was resolved upon, would le^ to that of the con¬ 
stitution. The danger, however, was not yet inevitable, 
at least as respected iho personal safety of the king and his 
family. Louis XV( had full time, and the hour was come 
for fiim to abandon the capital, governed by a faction, 
wliich had just disclosed its fatal projects, and to Icavo 
that ralace where the royal majesty had been already pro¬ 
faned with impunity, and which was guarded by only a 
small number of troops, brave and faithful soldiers it is 
true, but foreigners, whom the factious had easily rendered 
suspected in the eyes of the deluded people. 

In these awful circumstances the true friends of liberty 
and of the monarchical coustUution wished that the king 
should, ill concert with them, nut himself in a situution to 
be sheltered from the storm which they had not been able 
to avert. The duke de In Rochefoucauld Liancourt pro¬ 
posed to transfer cho royal residence to Kouen, and to tako 
advantage of llic good spirit manifested by all the inlmbi- 
tants of Normandy as well as by those of tho northern 
provinces. General Lofayette offered Iho king a still safer 
asylum, more worthy of the royal dignity, by urging him 
to repair to the army to lake the command of it in person, 
and to lead it against the enemy, while tho constituted 
authorities sltould gradually deliver themselves from the 
yoke of the Jacobins, and restore order and confidence, 
dispellitig the delusion of the people by this magnanimous 
proof of the king’s intentions. Mtry thing was prepared 
for the execution of this project, the secret of which had 
been entrusted to me, as well as to several of my frienda 
A great nnmber of the members of our side, about sixty, 
were ready to concur in it, and the majority of the assem¬ 
bly would have soon followed irs. 

General Lafayette, under the pretext of a reinforcement 
of cavalry to the army of the Moselle, had sent to Com¬ 
pile two regiments of chasseurs, commanded Alex¬ 
ander Lameth. The king, without passing the limits pre¬ 
scribed by the constitution, might have in a few hours 
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reached Conipi^ue. He cotikl not be followed by any 
^gauised force; all the rest out of the walls of Ihirls was 
but a contemptible band. 'Hins the royal family would 
be*8dfe from any attempt, under the protection of the 
arnty; the king iiiiglu have convoked the assembly in his 
new place of residence, he would have made kiiowti his 
just motives, he would have rallied all goodcitizeuH round 
him; lastly, his most devoted friends would have been 
obliged to come to him, and to seek in the Prencfi enmp 
an asylum agaitkst persccniioii. This at least was under 
the circumstances the only means of saving the constitu¬ 
tional monarchy, and whatever cvetils might have suc¬ 
ceeded, was it not saving tlic country and liberty which 
were on the brink of a precipice? 

We daUcred ourselves in Vam with attempting this 
perilous bill only means of safety: nothing could ovvrconio 
the rcpugnanco of tkie king, and still more of the iptccii, 
to trust (humwilvcs to ]«Hfityctto. Nothing could elmngo 
ihuir resolution, not to venture on any extraordhiary mea¬ 
sure, and to resign themselves to the decrees of providence. 

The memory ofl^uis XVI has been calmnniuied, by 
supposing that that unforiunatu prince reckoned on the 
assist^meu of foreigners, and that ho expected his deliver¬ 
ance from the probable success of an invasion; ibis is an 
absurdity. Tfie nfikir of the 20 th of June could not leave 
him any doubt of the fatal issue of such nn event, the hare 
threat of which snificed to ruin him, Juolfcnsivc, mild, 
and religious, Louis XVi felt a horror of civil war. He 
thought that it was his duly to oppose to the enemies of 
the crown only passive courage. 1 have said elsewhere, 
and i am convinced, afler all the testimony which I have 
been able to collect, that ho had been obliged to fly with 
his family at the time of his journey to Varennes, only by 
being persuaded that when he had retired to a frontier 
town, without any oonoivance with foreigners, or with an 
armed party in the interior, he would be in an independ¬ 
ent position, and free to accept or to refuse such or such 
an article of the cousiiiutioii. It was a f«ilse calculation, 
and at all events an act of great imprudence, but it was 
also the error of a pure conscience. The same motives, 
the same prejudices, influenced the king on this occasion, 
and unhappily he was confirmed in his determination by 
his most intimate counsellors. Tbe latter saw with satis- 
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faction the wealcness of the constilutioDal party, and 
wishe^l for its defeat; this parry vas in ihcir eyes tho trij^ 
obstacle to the restoration of the royal auihoriiy; it was 
the enemy with whicb do compact ^oitld be ever made; 
their incoitsiderale zeal despis^ every other danger, the 
most violent provoked an explosion. 

Though we were well acquainted with these disposi* 
lions of the court, and the weak means of intrigue, cor* 
ruption, and police which were employed to auppurl them, 
we still llatlered ourselves that we should be able to pre¬ 
vail over infatuated courtiers, who could not judge so 
well as ourselves of the extent and imminence of the dan¬ 
ger. 1 hoped that the king would yield at length to the 
new enireutica of General lAfuyetiCjbut I was completely 
undeceived by the Count dc Piiys^giir, formerly minister 
of war, one of (he most fuithfnl and enlightened friends of 
Louis XVI. I had necessarily confided to Ills honorable 
friendship tho secret, wliicli was si ill profoundly kept, of 
tho cutcrjirise which wc contcinphiled. Uu tlumght with 
mo that it was tlie only remaining chance of saving the 
king; but ho took from lue all liopo of success. Never,’’ 
said he, ** will you induce the royal family to confide to 
Lafayelto, a power icst inbling that of tlio ancient coijsta* 
blcs of the kingdom, and thus place their own fate and 
that of France in his liauds. The queen opposes it abso¬ 
lutely: Madame Elizabeth objects from religious motives; 
Baron de Viotnesnil, whoso presumption and intrepidity 
you well know, undertakes with tlie Swiss guards alone, 
not only to defend the palace, but also to drive into tho 
suburb ail the insurgent mob, whicli, he says, might 
easily have been dispersed, if once vigorous measures had 
been adopted.” 

While the terrified court neglected our advice, rejected 
our aid, and gave itself up to rash counsels, the Jacobins 
were swelling their ranks with a great nnml^r of federal¬ 
ists, whom the popular societies had sent to Paris to be 
present at the fete of the 14th of July, and who were after¬ 
wards to go to the camp of Soissons. Their presence ex¬ 
cited terror in the families of the citizens, and even in the 
assembly. The coospiratora showed more insolence. The 
attempt of the 20th of June was celebrated by them as a 
first victory. They prepared a scandalous triumph for the 
fiuthlesi magistrate who bad been the hero of it The 
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SMspertsioii of the mayor, Pction, which the -directory of 
jL'JC depariniciu liad so justly pmnmuiced on the 6th of 
July, and wliicli the king hod confmniHl oa the 1 tth, was 
revoked on the 13ih, by a decree of the legislative as¬ 
sembly. We were coin|>elled to endure this manifest 
violation of the coiisiitulion. The impimity of this great 
crime was illegally proclulined in tho name of the law, 
and the jiulgcs whi) Imd prosecuted ific investigation into 

* it were accused of having nvgleete<) tlicir duly. 

Tho Insl mask was now thrown aside; tho petitioners 
coniciidod with eachoihcr in audacity and insolence, being 
encouraginJ by the applause of tho galleries, which were 
cliiotly ruled by tho federalists. The fcrmentuiiun was 
cxlrcnic, nnd wo had n*asoM to fear that tho Hlh of July 
was the day in tended fur a great catastrophe. In spiio of 
inuus])icious forebodings, it passed over more happily than 
we had reason tr expect. 1 mIuiII not here dcscfihe this 
pretended foto, the melanc|j<jly anniversary of Ihc brst 
brilliant federal inn, at which Ihc national churaclcr was 
mAiiileslcd in all ilscncr^ jisatirielions,and its splendor; 
when the purest sentiments of true fKitnotism, and sweet 
fratcrnily filled all Frerveh hearts; when nco|)lu^s minds 
were unimateU only with ho(M» of a happy inUirity—ho|>cs 
which were so soon and so cruelly di&ip|>oiuled. On tho 
l^rcsciit occasion there were no bursls of that fmjik and 
nnmixed joy which ts truly French: im order in the crowd, 
attracted by idle curiosity. On llio one hand was llio dc- 
JirimnorrufBans voei feral in g orthuth !'*—on the 

Ollier, anxiety and constemulion. 

The assembly h.aving accompanied the king to the 
Chaiijp.dc-Murs» 1 was among the deputies who were the 
nearest lo him when he proceeded lo the eminence, on 
which a Inmcatod cohnnn hud been .set up, instead of tho 
altar of the country, doubtless to remove from I lie cere¬ 
mony the religious character impressed on the federation 
of 1 7do. 1 admired the firm step and senme conntenunce 
of l^uis XVI in the midst of the luinultuous ihmn^ of 

* an immense mullitude which sluvJy gave way lo the 
efforts of I he escort, which opened a passage for us. 
Cries of PUion for evtrP* were uttered around us, but 
a(\er the oath, whicli the king pronounced with a firm 
and elevated tone of voice^ tlic cry of Long live the 
king! long live tlie oatioii!’* became general; aud these 
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acclamations, by which lie seomed to be deeply affected*, 
were a pleasing but last iliiision for this unhappy prince^ 
We 00 no noted him back to the queen and tlie royed fatuity, 
lo wliom the siglit of this rDolanchoiy solcninUy had bceti, 
during its whole cotiiinuance, a subject of constant alarm. 

'Hjc plan of the conspiracy formed by the Girondins 
liad proved abortive. Their speakers, whose fatal elo* 
quonco had eo greatly ndvanced the work of the de¬ 
struction of the conslilulion, were now nothing more 
than the auxiliaries of the committee of insurrection iti 
the Jacobin clnb. These were the chief directors oT 
the great popular movement; the real tribunes, such 
os Duiiton, Robespierre, Camillo Dcsniouliiis, lie. The 
Girondins wished to docrec die forfeiture of the crown, to 
concentrate in the assembly the exercise of all the powers, 
and tims, without cominolion, without employing any 
means besides acts of the legislature, to lead, in ^act, to 
their Utopia; tfiat ia lo say, the establishment of a well- 
regulated republic, according to the lucubrations of Sieyes 
mJil Condorcct. But the Jacobins had no idea of such 
modificationa 'fliey treated this pretended moderation 
of the doctors of the Gironde as ambitious hypocrisy. 
They hod great power of action, and were resolved to 
make use of it, to uccomplisli their designs. They htid 
opened the abyss, and wished to precipitate into it, with 
one stroke, tlie throne and the monarchy. They already 
speculated on rkiding themselves of tho Icgislailvc as¬ 
sembly, and calling a national convention. Nothing, 
therefore, remained for the Girondins, but lo serve and 
follow the Jacobins, while pretending to direct them, and 
this was what they did. 

Tl)c irritation of liic public mind had carried lo the 
highest degree the perversion of nil ideas of order; con¬ 
tempt of tho constituted authoHlies, defiance of the laws 
were held in honor; but all this was not yet enough to 
cause the insurrection to break out. Leaders wem re¬ 
quired capable of conducting this multitude of deluded 
people; this species of fattatics, uniting talent and bra¬ 
very to the blindest devotion in tho exectiliou of a great 
crirnc, is happily rare among civilised nations. 11)9 last 
shadow of a power which has been long revered, is always 
a great obstade to be overcoi^. To excite the audacity 
of the most intrepid villains, and to encourage the most 
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liinid 10 lay their sacrilegious hands upon the throne; it 
^vas necessary to get hd of iis last defenders. 

On the day aAer the federation, in the silling of the 151h 
ofrJuly, Choudieii, under the specious pretext of speedily 
sending to the armies the reinforcements so urgently re¬ 
quired by the generals, proposed bumcdiaiety to sena utT 
the disposable troops which were in the capital. 'I'his 
motion was agreed to. M. Hninck, one ot our parly, 
having proposed that the Swiss, who according lo the 
capitulations could not bear arms against Austria, sJiould 
l>r excepted from this arrangement, (tciiMnn6 took occa¬ 
sion to call for an oxaminalioti of the capitulations, and 
for the su])prcssion of the oUico of colonel-general of Iho 
Swiss and the Orisons, which was held by the count 
d’Artois. The diplomatic committee had been proviously 
instructed to make a report on this subject. Hamond, to 
whom the task had been confided, laid before the assem¬ 
bly, a few days aOerwards, the dm As of four decrees. 
These he picceded by a very luminous historical account 
of llio aduiission of the auxiliary Swiss troops into (he 
service of France, and particularly to the guard of the 
king’s person, from the year I5H7 lo our timo. The re¬ 
porter, quoting the capitulations successively concluded 
either with (ho several Cantons, or with the whole Hel¬ 
vetic con federal ion, developed views of the most profound 
policy respecting the motives ami the interest of this pledge 
of alliance. He concluded hy inviting the king to open 
negotiations for the renewal of the capitulations, founding 
them, however, on a complete conformity as regarded the 
com^iositionand promotion in the Swiss and in the French 
troops. 

Before the report of Ramond had been heard, count 
d’Aflry, colonel of the regiment of Swiss guards, had 
written to the assembly, that iit case the Swiss guard 
should be comprehended in the decree which determined 
that the troo]>s of the line, in garrison at Paris, should be 
moved to tlie distance of thirty thousand toises, they might, 
if it was thought necessary, form (wo battalions of two- 
* thirds of that regiment to employ them in the defence of 
the>kingdom, but that one-third at least ought, by virtue 
of the confederations, to remain on duty about the king. 
He added, that the Helvetic body would much regret to 
see this service entirely abolished without its having been 
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coTisiiUcd, nnd hy 9k detemuTiAtion which would appear 
anticipai*^. 

Ttie assembly decreed that the minbter of war should 
give orders to two battalions of the Swiss guards, to re¬ 
move to the distance of 30,000 toises from the capital. 
Thus there remained only one battalion of the Swiss 
guards to do duty about the king. Scarcely had the Jaco« 
bins gained this advantage when (hey renewed their de* 
Diinciatious against general Lafayette. They demanded • 
(hat the committee of twelve should immediately make 
ils report, on the doruments which had been referred ^o 
it. ijemonley, who had been ordered (o make this report, 
treated the question in the first place as a princi]>lti which 
could not be contested; he ai kiiowledged that a law ought 
to prohibit generals commanding armies, nivi all superior 
ofTicors, from presenting petitions to the Icgiidativc body, 
cither individnully or coUuclivcly: but as no such law ex¬ 
isted, ho saw nothing reprehensible in the conduct of (he 
general, l^ittle satisfied with this solution, ]la sirs and his 
friends demanded the previous (|nc8tion on (he proposed 
decree, and tlio impcHchmcnt of the general, but the 
examination of the pmeeding cond^uct of l^fayctte was 
referrod to the committee of twelve, on the motion of 
Dumolnrd, who announced beforehand th.nl he would 
justify fiirn in such a mauncr as to confound his enemies. 

The impudence of ihe chiefs of the faction was even 
surpassedby that of their principal agents. Oniho follow¬ 
ing day, the 15lh, Msniuiel,thc procurator of tlie commune, 
dared to appear at the bar to explain and justify his guilty 
conduct on the SOth of June; he was received with the 
liveliest acclamations of (lie galleries. 

** Legislators,** said lie, the king by his security made 
an eiilogium on the people, and asked himself for the cap 
of liberty which ought to be his crown. 

** Legislators, did not your deputies, who were witnesses 
of this scene, declare to you themselves, that the king and 
the people were contented with each other? And on the 
following day, it is the same king who betrays, calum-' 
niate8,and dishonors the same people by denonneitig them 
to all other nations and to all other kings, and yon .did 
not rise with indijpiation. Had you not the majesty 
of the people to de^nd ? couid you fear to measure your 
strength with a king ? Itis you who ought to judge him.** 
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If I recall here this fearful justification, it is because 1 
^ink that such iosianccs of the extreme excesses of licen¬ 
tiousness ought not to be buried in oblivion. They should 
be^inted out to posterity in the same manner as shoals, 
which have become famous by great aSiipwrecks, are 
pointed out to navigators. Manuel obtained the honors 
of the sitting. 

Relying on the reception given by the assembly to these 
insolent declamations, the faction even proceeded to insult 
i\\£ royal family publicly and to ibcir face. A group of 
federalists of the battalion of the Lower Charente, having 
assembled in the garden of the Tihlerics, while the queen 
was walking there, afTecled to insult her as she pass^, by 
mingling with patriotic soiigs^stansasbut loo well known, 
such 08 the following:*^ 

** V«tr» atait rwomi* 

Do I«ira eforfcf UMii Kris'* iic. 

The keepers of the ^rden having forced this group to 
disperse, some of the moralUts came to complain at the 
bar, and to demand that jusiice should be done on tho 
servants of the court. TItcy said, ** they would have 
respected and bowed to the king, but the constitution does 
not speak of the queen; free men owe nothing to the king's 
wife. The king’s wifo is no more than any other woman.” 
The federalists, like Manuel, obtained the honors of tho 
silling. 

Tlie most important proceedings of the assembly wero 
frequently interrupted by such incidents, occasion for which 
was given in order to afford the galleries tho spectacle of 
tho violence of the diacussiciiB,analo maintain the popular 
ferment. Thus, while we were deliberating on the decree 
presented, in the name of tlie military committeo, by Car* 
not, relative to the several means of recnuiing the army—> 
while we were discussing the great question of the military 
conscription, and fixing under other denominations the 
principle of it, which has since become so fertile in conse¬ 
quences, a deputation from the federalists of Marseilles 
^appeared at the bar. The spokesman of this deputation, 
arguing on tho declaration of the danger of the country, 
repeatra in revolutionary language the calumnious impu- 
'tationswith which we were sncessantlv importuned; he 
pnlalmed against treason, poured forth imprecations on 
VOL. L—24 
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all the constituted authorities, against the command era of 
the army, agaicst tlie nobles who had taken refuge therc^ 
and concluded in the following lenna:^^ Fathers of the 
country, suspend provisionally the executive power in the 
person of the king; the safety of the state requires and 
commands this measure; impeach La&yelte; the conititu* 
tion and the public duly older you to do so; decree the 
disbanding of the staffs of the military hinctionariea named 
by the king; dismiss and punish, according to the consti^ 
tuiion, the directories of the departments and districts, 
which are combined with Lafayette and the court against 
public liberty; lastly, reconstitute the courts of justice.’' 

The deputation also obtained the honors of the silting. 
On the one hand, the reference of this petition to the com* 
miltce of twelve was demanded, on the otlier tho order 
of the day was called for. Girardin, indignant that such 
a motion should be taken into consideration, opposed tho 
second proposal, and said that they could not pass to the 
order of the day on the disorganisation of llio kingdom 
and on the crimes of tlio Jacobius; for that such was their 
horrible language. A great tumult arose; personal insults, 
threats, aud even blows succeeded; in the end the assembly 
passed to tho order of the day. 'Jhis petition of the Mar¬ 
seillais, dictated by the Jacobins, was in fact the intro* 
duclion of the plan meditated to ruin general Lafayette, 
by carrying a decree of Impeachment against him. They 
had not been able to obtain thia decree by hurrying away 
tho majoriiyof the assembly, because the general had in 
the centre,and among the uidependent members, as many 
friends as among us, aud because the slncerjiy of his devo¬ 
tion to the cause of liberty could uot even be suspected. 
The boldness and openness of the step he had taken alter 
the i^Oth of June, coufirmed the esteem in which his 
character was held by all France, even in the eyes of those 
w ho thought th at the step was u iiconstilutio nal. La fay ette 
had gain^ the affection of the soldiers, and the confidence 
of the authorities, and of all the inhabitauts of the towns 
occupied by his iroope. He bad just been called to the 
command of the army on the northern frontier, and mar-' 
shal Luckoer was to Iwvethe chief command of the armies 
of the centre and the Rhine. The resources familiar to 
the faction, such as declamaiiona and allegations, were 
not sufficient: it was necesnry to find in the conduct of 
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Lafayelto, if not proofs of his secret designs^ at least ap¬ 
pearances which might be criminated. 

Dumoiiriez, who from the very beginning of hostilities 
had desired to compronaisc and rihn general J^iikyette, 
and who was ambitious of obtaining Uie commaiul-in<hief 
of the army oi the north, was behind this intrigue, and 
conducted it. Marshal Luckner, who, as i have just saiJ, 
was removed from the nortItem to the eastern frontier, 
diad been summoned to Paris by the minister of war, to 
concert a plan of defensive operations, on that part of the 
frontier wfitch was more immediately threatened. The 
Girondins had demanded, and the a.sacmbiy had decreed, 
that the marshal should be invited to come to the assem¬ 
bly, and give an account of the orders which he had 
reccivod and given, for the operations of the campaign 
up to this day, and at the same time to present a state- 
nient of what was necessary to ensure the success of the 
future operations. Luckner, as soon as he arrived at 
Paris, wrote to the president that he was ready to comply 
with the decree. He observed only that in liis capacity 
as general of an army, he had no account to give except 
to tno king, his supremo chief,and to tho minister of war, 
and that liosidcs, his account might bo found,cither in his 
correspondence, or in the registers of his stad*. Ho addod 
that these several objects, which were purely military, 
were iniimnloly connected with the siihseqnent of>cration8 
of the campaign, rospocting which prndor)ce and his duty 
required him to observe secrecy. 

llie marshal added to his letter several notes, which he 
had drawn up, and which related to tho decree, which the 
assembly might pass for the amelioration of the arm^. 
Lastly, he odered to the assembly to communicato to it 
in such a manner as it should judge to be constitutional, 
and with due reserve, the more particular details which 
he had already laid before the king. 

The notes, added to Luckner's letter, and which re¬ 
lated entirely to the means of recruiting the army, were 
Mtit to the military committee; it was also agreed that 
•the marslial should repair to the committee of twelve, 
united with the military committee, to confer on those 
subjects, the public communication of which appeared to 
him to be inconvenient ^ 

'I'his conference took place on the following day, the 
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18lh. I was there as a member, and I believe as presi* 
dent of ihe military committee. Marshal Luckoer came 
with one of his aides-de-camp, Maihieu de Moiicmorcncy. 
Several questions were addressed to him respecting the 
operations and movements of the troops, which he had 
concerted with general l^fayctte. Luckner, who ex* 
pressed himself with difficulty in French, repeated at first 
what he had set down in his official reports. He was in¬ 
terrogated more positively by Ouadet on the question^, 
whether he had been acquainted with the resolution />f 
M. do t#afayecte to go to ^ris; whether that step had hia 
approbation, and whether the orders for movements given 
to the army, as well by him aa by general Lafayette, 
were not combined with the project of carry ingolf the king 
and proiecting hia retreat. The marshal appeared to be 
embarrasaed and answered vaguely. I knew that general 
X^fayetto had given tio order, which had not been com- 
miinicated to the marshal; 1 could not doubt that the 
secret of making the king leave Paris had beeen confided 
to him, and I was astonished al the weakness of Luck- 
ner^s answers and the limidity of hia couniensnce. I 
was still more surprised, when, being warmly pressed by 
those who were endeavoring to extort from inm sonic 
avowal, which might implicate hia colleague, he answered, 
that ho did not meddle with all those intrigues,’^ and 
coutenlod himself with Justifying, according to the nume¬ 
rical force of the enemy’s troops, oud their coiKentmiiou 
on such or such a point, the defensive measures, which he 
had concerted with general lAifayetie. 

I must here make a very important remark, namely, 
that genera) Lafayette had perfectly combined the poaition 
of his troops, with the possibility of detaching a corps of 
cavalry to meet the king in two forced marches; and if 
Loxiia XVI should decide on seeking his safety and that 
of his crown among the brave soldiers of the national 
army, the left wing of l^fayelte would protect this enter¬ 
prise without changing its position, and without enabling 
the enemy to derive the slightest advantage from it. 

The inconsiderate answer of the marshal, and the Uame > 
which it cast on the political actions of his colleague, were 
more than an inadvertency, and appeared like a breach of 
faith. The enemies of Laf^ette could not fail to lay hold ^ 
of it, but they tried iu vaiu to obtain from the marriia! any * 
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posiiipe expianaiioo. I accompanied Luclcner vhcn he 
Jef^ this sitting of the United eonuntiieet> and when we 
were in the court-yard of the FeniUanls, Mathieude Mont* 
morency said to him in my presence, ^ AAer what has just 
passed i beg the xnarsltal to excuse me in future from 
doing the duty of his atd^Mamp.** 

The Girondins surrounded marshal Luckner during the 
throe days which he spent at Paris. They abused the 
inexperience of the old warrior id political matters, and 
ascribed to him speeches which he hastenod to disavow 
ir! hiscorrespondeoca with genera) LAfayetto when he left 
the capital. 

Meantime Dumouries, who, duKiig his administration, 
had taken with so high a hand the direction of the war, 
endured with impatience being kept in an inferior rank. 
As soon as he arrived at the army of the north, he had 
received from Luckner the command of the Icil wing. 
The marshal, when he i)tnited ihe northern froniior, had 
ordered him to fallow him with the six battalions and Ihe 
cavalry which were under his command in the camp of 
Maulde, ami to be at Metz by Iho SOlh of July. Dmnou- 
riez, who was to be relieved by the left wing of genera) 
la Fayette, would neither obey the order of the marshal, 
nor give up the position which ho occupied. Still infatu¬ 
ated with (lit project of invasion and insurrection in Hel- 
gium, and not doubting, bdsidcs, that la Fayette would 
soon be borne away by the revolutionary torrent, he took 
it into his head to consider himself as commander-in-chief; 
ad inierimy of the army of the north, which was reduced 
to six battalions of infant^ and six squadrons of cavalry, 
and in this character, which he assumed to himself, with¬ 
out taking any account of the general measures adopted 
by the government, he opeaed a direct correspondence 
with the assembly. 

Conformably to my proposals, supported by several of 
my friends, among others by Dumolard, Ihe assembly 
passed to the order of the day on the reference of the des¬ 
patches of Dumouries to the committee, and decreed that 
the executive iK>wer should be bound to give an account 
of the cause oi the movement of the armies. I mmediately 
ailerwards Miiraire, in the name of the committee of 
twelve, presented bis report on the conduct of la Fayette. 
To say the truth, lie did bui'repeat that of Lemootey, as 
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to the necoasiiy of prohibiting bjr a taw, the generAli com* 
inanding armies, and chiefs of corps from addressing peti^ 
tions to the legislative body. But as the law could not 
have a retrospective power, and as it would be necessary 
to judge of the intentions of general la Fayette, and to cri¬ 
minate an act, which was lawful for him as a cilizeu, the 
reporter moved, that the assembly should discuss the pro¬ 
pose decreed on the general question, and pass to the order 
of the day on the particular question. 

Before the debate commenced on a subject which was 
so important on account of its consequences, the opinidn 
of the three fractions of the assembly manifested itself, 
such as U had been from the beginning of the ses«on. On 
our part, we supported the report of Muraire; we wished 
for the order of the day, purely aud simply without anv 
motives assigned; this was tacitly approving the proceed¬ 
ings of general la Fayette. 1*he Jacobins and the auxilia¬ 
ries of the Gironde demanded nothing less than the decree 
of impeachment. The inert mass of the independents, 
rejecting both, proposed to blame the general, and to par¬ 
don him on account of his previous services. Guadet first 
ascended the tribune to give an account, in the name of 
the extraordinary committee, of (he conference with Luck* 
ner. He said, that the means of recruiting, and the im¬ 
provements, which the marshal advised, were, in sub¬ 
stance, the same as (ho assembly had already decreed. 
He praised the army, and gave a most satisfactory view 
of its resources and good administration. As for the 
cause of the late movements, and of the marches and 
counter-marches of tlie corps of the army, Guadet did not 
conbne himself to a repetition of the equivocal expressions 
which Luckner had used; he extended the meaning of 
(hem so far as 10 make the marshal ny, ** that he had seen 
the king, and had declared to him, that the army was 
faithful to its oaths, and would be so, even so far os to 
abandon himself, if he should endeavor to overthrow the 
constitution.” The speaker concluded with this phrase, 
sTtfully prepared, to exdte uncertainty and aggravate 
suspicion:** 

** These, gentlemen, are the only details which we are 
permitted to give you, and you will doubtless draw from 
them the same inference as^ we do; namely, that if the 
marshal cannot unravel the intrigues which surround him, 
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if, B8 he has said himself, on tlie subject of his Inst letter, 

ill«itndersfand8 how to make phrases, and that he is 
obliged on this point to depend on his aides-de-camp, he 
will at least know howto boat our enemies, and to defend 
the cause which he has so gcneronsly adopted.*’ 

Dolannay d’Angers then opened the debate, by demand¬ 
ing the previous question on the projects of die committee, 
lie found that the violation of the constitution was ma- 
. nifest, and that the existing legislation was sudicient to 
authorise au impeachment. He supported bis arguments 
1:^ all the calumnious suppositions, with which the tribune 
had continually resounded against general l^thyette, He 
affirmed the connirsnee of his friends with tho foreign 
enemies; he mentioned by name dio principal officers of 
the staff of the army. There,” said he, ** is the evil ge¬ 
nius which fetters our operations, which chains the valor 
of our warriors; it is there that tho torches are kindled 
which burnt the suburbs of Court ray.” 

Ati exaggerated panegyric on the talents and patriotism 
of the old Prussian partisan, the brave marshal Lnckner, 
and the names of traitor, of base deserter, lavished on ge¬ 
neral Lafayette, equally called forth tho applause of the 
galleries. Notwithstanding the warnings and the vain 
threats of the president Aubert Duhayel, the speaker was 
incesssnilv interrupted by new acclamations, and the Co- 
ryphmi oi iho faction were seen to give, from their places, 
the signals agreed upon, to their faitliful auxiliaries. The 
speaker, aAer a peroration wortliy of his exordium, pro¬ 
posed two decrees; first, the act of impeachment; secoMly, 
a law against every officer from the general to the lieute¬ 
nant-colonel, who, without leave, without a cause recog¬ 
nised to be lawful, should quit his post, even for s time. 
The proposal to print Delaunay’s speech, though supported 
by the cries of the galleries, was rejected by a considerable 
majority. 

M. Limousin, one of my friends, made an energetic 
reply to the speech of Delaunay. He was hissed by the 
* galleries, and when the president desired to turn out the 
federalists, wim lUtered insults and threats, his orders were 
despised The officers whom he sent were driven back, 
and there were members in tlie assembly itself, who main¬ 
tained (hat these disturbers were good dtixens. Ls source 
ascended the tribune, and began with theee words:^" I 
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come to orerthrosr an idol/’ The sitting broke up in con* 
fusion. The debate being resumed on the following day^ 
thus Lasoiirce coutinued:—** 1 come to overthrow an idol, 
which has long since been worshipped. I should etemally 
reproach myself for having been the admirer of the most 
perfidious of men, if I did not find consolation in thinking 
that the publicity of my opinion will excuse the error in 
which 1 have too long persisted.” 

The speech of X^asourco corresponded with this insulting 
opening. He surpassed Delaunay d’Angers, repeating 
with more vehemence the same arguments, with bilfSr 
irony and artful eloquence. But the more he exerted him* 
self, by quoting the expressions of the petition, to pervert 
its meaning and to blam its object, the more did he justify 
in (he eyes of all houest and sincere men the generous act 
of l^aikyetle. 

Dutnolard had undertaken to reply to the speech of La* 
source; ho first stated the faults imputed to the general; 
he examined and justified his conduct, both in a military 
and in a political point of view. Though frequently inter¬ 
rupted by bootings and sarcasms, he firmly proceeded in 
his powerful reasoning. According to him, Lafayette, as 
general, might with the authority of the king, and oven 
with that 01 the minister only, come to Paris to confer on 
the sitnatiou and the operations of his army. As for his 
polilicai conduct, he had a right, as well as all other citi- 
sons, to present a petition to the legislative body, not in 
ilie name of the army collectively, but as an individual 
The development of these assertions wss received with 
murmurs, immoderate laughter, and the ironical applauses 
of the minority of the assembly. But when the speaker 
unfolded the picture of the secret intrigues, of the political 
crimes of the taction, which was dissolving all the bonds 
of society; when he characterised the sprrit of the chiefs 
and of the subaltern agents; when he spoke of the corrup* 
tioQ of opinion and of hired calumniatory a violent storm 
broke out in the galleries. Dumolard, pecaonally threa¬ 
tened, coursgeously braved this tempest of insult, and con¬ 
cluded his speech with a vehement appeal to the people 
and to the national guards. 

The proposals of the committee, and the little success 
whkh the motion for an impeachment, applauded only by 
the galleries, had hitherto met with, made the party fear 
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that it would fail in this attack. The Girondins thought 
of a new means to corroborate the accusation, and La« 
source, at the end of his speech, doctored that general 
Lafayette, through the medium of Ilia friend, colonel 
Dnreaii de Puzy, of the engineers, and one of the most 
distinguished members of the constituent assembly, had 
proposed to Marshal Liickner to bring the armies to Paris. 
Guadet supported this new denunciation by reading a 
•note, which ho said he had drawn up from a conversation 
which he had had with Marshal Lnckner the day before, 
at the residence of the Bishop of Paris, and which was 
attested by some other deputies of the Gironde who were 
present. Girardin called on Guadet to sign this document, 
and to deposit it on the table. This irtcident gave occa* 
sioii to a warm debate, during which we wore menaced 
hy sonic groups o| people. Pdtion, the mayor, alTcctod to 
set the assembly at case, which gained him a round of 
applause from his friends end die galleries. 

Wti insisted that without mixing up the new denuneU 
ation ori.«a8ourcc with tho main object of the report of 
the committee, the assembly should vote on tho principal 
question. Our adversaries, on tho contrary, desired to 
niush the matter at once, and to carry the decree of tho 
impeachment of Lafayette, as they had done in llie case 
of I he unhappy Delcssart We were only able to obtain 
the proviuus quest inn, and tho adjournment of tho whole, 
till the factsslioutd be verified. 

The GiroTidins had reckoned on on easy triumph. They 
were astonished at not having been able to prevail on the 
moss of the independents, and carry the decree of impeach*^ 
merit against general I^fayeite during the sitting. They 
were not contented with his having failed in his noble 
enterprise; it was necessary for them to overthrow this 
lost support of the constitutional party, to seize a second 
time on power by violence and tenor. They promised 
the king to calm the popular fury which they had excited, 
if he would wholly give himself up to their counsels; that 
*if he persisted in disdaining them, they would deliver him 
to the Jacobins, allow sedition to break oot, proclaim the 
republic, and come forward as the only leaders capable of 
governing. Irritated at nteeting, in the court and in the 
assembly, with obstacles wjiich they thought they had 
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removed^ the Girondins, having oo longer a choice of 
means, resolved to hasten the crista « 

Dumonriez, who, as I have said above, pursued this 
double intrigue between the Girondins, and (he leaders^t 
the Jacobins and the Cordeliers, and who had already out¬ 
flanked them, threw off the mask by refusing to obey La¬ 
fayette, his commander-in-chief. 

Our situation becanio every day more difficult. I 
thought it so dangerous for some among us, that 1 induced^ 
my mother-in-law to retire to Havre with cny wife aq^ 
two daughters. I was thus more free, and more at case 
amidst iho storm. My father*in-law remained alone in 
Paris, and I ceased to reside in his house. The threats 
and savage crios of the Jacobins interrupted our repose 
almost every night. 

The conspirators no longer made any myster)' of their 
preparations for the insurrection. Thus Choudieu, in the 
sitting of the Stjd of July, proposed not only to continue to 
pa)r thirty sous a day lo all the federalists, who had been 
invited to Paris, and who were to l>e united to the camp of 
Soissona, but likewise to form them into battalions of 
national guards. 1 strongly opposed this proposal, the in¬ 
tention of which was but too manifest, and on this occasion 
also [ was supported by the majority. The assembly de¬ 
creed that the federalists, who remeined at Paris, should 
bo paid individually, and sent as soon as possible to 
Soissona. This was a wise measure, but it was certain 
that the municipality would elude the execiuion of it. 

Wc had foreseen from the time when war was declared, 
that, in whatever manner the operations were directed, 
pretexts would certainly be found to shake the confidence 
of tho troops in the generals who should remain faithful 
to the coiistitiuioiial government Though I have olrcody 
indicated the plan concerted between us and general I^- 
fayette, I think it necessary lo give here a summary of its 
principal features, in order clearly to show the circum¬ 
stances which opposed its execution, and the last efforts 
which the friends of the ^neral could properly make to' 
support him by imitating his noble devotedness. I^ajard, 
the minister of war, conformably to the decree which 
eiyeined him to give the assembly an account of the last 
movements of the troops, in order to edect a new distribu¬ 
tion of them, as well as to fix the limits of the commands 
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on the north; centre; and eastern fronliers; laid before I he 
issembly a very clear staicment of the motions of tlie 
armies. I*hi8 was the last act of his administration; wherein 
he had shown the patriolism, talent and firmness, of which 
he liad already given proofs in the functions of major- 
general of the national guard, a post in which he had 
justified, under the most trying circumstances, the choice 
of genera] Lafayette. Lajard judged that the prejudices 
against him, on account of the confidence of his former 
gcueral; could not but injure the latter, as well as the 
king’s government; disffiisted also by die intrigues of the 
courtiers, and their fatal comiscls, hu resigned Ills office a 
few days after he had made this last report, lie developed 
ill it the general plan of defence, and proved the necessity 
of combimng tlic operations of the army of the cenire witn 
those of tho army of the ilhine. The command of these 
two armies had been confided to marshal Luckner, and 
that of the army of the north to general Lafayette. 

General Dumouriez was to be under the command of 
general Luckner, and general Arthur Dillon was to take 
his place and command the IcA wing of the army of the 
north, from Dunkirk to Givet; while the right wing of that 
army (that of general Lafayette) extended as far as Mont- 
medy, to be able to act in concert with the lell wing oi 
Luckner, on the points most llireatened by llio Prussian 
army. General Lafayette had in his hands multiplied 

[ iroofs of all that general Dumonries had done to bring 
urn into difiiculties at tho time of the first expedition 
against Namur, Mons, and Touroay. 

It woB; therefore, very natural and very prudent not to 
leave Dumouriez under the command of a general-in- 
chief, who, notwithstanding the talents of ihti officer, 
could not place any confidence in him. Dumouriez veu- 
hired to disobey, only because he was certain of being 
supported by the party of the Gironde and the Jacobins. 

I thought that it was important to disclose his intrigues; I 
resolved to denounce them, on the sireugth of tbe proofs 
which I had collected, and 1 engued to the assembly to 
do so. My principal object was fully to justify general 
Lafayette in a military point of view, from the calumnious 
suspicion which had Wn propagated, ofhis having formed 
a plan to abandon the defei^ of the fnmtier, reckoning 
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on a suspension of operations, agreed on \?ith the enemf, 
to march with hia amijr against Paris. •» 

No; Lafayette never formed such a design, but without 
qiiiiiing his position, without changing hia plan of defen¬ 
sive operatiooa, it had been easy lor him to bring some 
troops of cavalry to Compiegne, there to receive the king, 
and protect his retreat. If that unhappy prince had coii« 
sent^ to intrust himself for once to the friends of liberty, 
and to the anna of constitutional patriots, he would have' 
preserved hia crown from tlie enemies conspired anit^ 
It at home, and from the false friends, who mined him 
abroad, by bringing him the fatal assistance of foreigners. 

The debate ou the dangers of the country had been in¬ 
terrupted by this incident of the impeacliment of general 
Ijafayette. This debate, which served as a ground-work 
for the most furious declamations, was resumed with fresh 
ardor on the motion made by l^croix. Some members 
on tfie same side seconded him, recapitulating in a con¬ 
fused manner all the complaints which it had been possible 
to accumulate, and ascribing to ihc executive povver the 
too certain elTects of the system of destruction followed by 
the factions, and all the calamities which they alono had 
brought upon France. In the midst of these vagito im¬ 
putations, lASOurco reduced the questions to be examined 
to a more precise form, and the assembly adopted them in 
the following terms:--" What are the evils of the country? 
What are the causes of them? Are the means hitherto 
employed sufficient, afler the obstacles which the assemblv 
meets with? Where shall extraordinary means bo found, 
and what are these means?** 

It was easy to foresee how this question would be de¬ 
cided. Before the eliamber began to deliberate, a fede¬ 
ralist deputation came to the bar to dictate to the assembly, 
in the following terms, the resolutions which it ought to 
take :—"Can you yet be ignorant of the cause of our evils, 
or of the remedies? Well, legislators! we, citiaens of the 
eighty-three departments, ve, whom love of liberty alone 
has united here; we, who are supported by the deliberate 
and strongly declared opinion of all the French, point out 
to you this remedy: we tell you that the source of our 
evils is in the abuse which the chief of the executive 
power has made of bis authority; that it is also in the 
sta& of the anuy, in a great part of the directories of the 
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departments and diitricts, and in (he trihnnal& Wo tell 
you, further, with the frankness of a fren people, and 
which keeps itself closely banded to defend its rights, that 
the,re is a party in your assembly • ■ • • Delibe* 
rate, without Interrupting ihe sitting, on the only means 
of remedying our evils^ suspend tlic exeeuiivo power, as 
it was last year; by that you strike at the root of them all. 
The constitutioD docs not speak of the forfeiture of the 
crown; but to declare that the king has forfeited the tlirone; 
lie must be tried, and to try him, the king must certainly 
b^ suspended for a time. Convoke die primary assou- 
biles, in order to know the wishes of the people respecting 
die convocation of a national convent ion, to deliberate on 
the protended constitutional articles relative to the execu¬ 
tive power. There is not an liour, a moment to bo lost.'’ 

Lnfont Lad6hat, one of our party, who was then presi¬ 
dent, replied to the poiitioners, that the assembly would 
inquire into the subject of the {leiition, and that it would 
£ijd in the constitution * * * *' At this one word, as if ha 
liad uttered a blasphemy, he was violently interrupted by 
the revolutionary party, and hooted by the galleries. We 
opposed with all our might Ihe reference of this petition 
to (lie commiuee of (welve, which our adversaries vehe* 
racnily demanded. As the agitation continued, and the 
independouls appeared inclined to join us, in order to 
hinder the social compact from being annihilated at a blow, 
Vergniaud hastened to propose the order of tlie day, which 
ho however supported in an equivocal manner. 

It is remarkable that at this lime, when ihe anarchista 
had already obtained so many advanlages that there was 
scarcely any room to doubt of ihttir dreadful triumph, 
Lafont Lad^ba^ one of our most faithful friends, should 
have been appointed president. It is because the majority 
of this assembly was still sound, but it did not show iteelr, 
except by the tollol on the choice of individual^ and the 
same men, who from a sentiment of justice and sliarne, 
obeyed the voice of conecience, could not bear the trial of 
Ihe personal dangers, to which they were exposed by the 
•menaces of the factions, when it was necessary to vote 
openly. 

Thus it was that Lafoot Led^bat, the president, was 
.Called to order, for having himself very justly applied this 
. censure to the opinion pronotiheed by Cbabot llie iaCler 
VoL. L—45 
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maintained that the king might be considered to hare 
abdicated, and that even if the executive power should, 
come from the examination of its acts as white as snow, 
the French people still had a right to change the con¬ 
stitution. 

In the sitting of the 86th July, it came to my turn to 
undergo an equally severe trial, when 1 opposed the mo¬ 
tion to appoint new generals and new superior officers to 
the commarid of the natioual army, and to expel all th^ 
former nobles, who held commissions in the troops of the 
line. As I attempted to oppoee these attempts at dtsdV- 
ganisation, 1 was overwhelt^ with murmurs, and could 
scarcely finish delivering my opinion on the organisation 
and the command of the national guards, who wore called 
into actual service. 

In proportion as the time for the issue approached, there 
appeared between the fractions of the revolutiouary party 
wa unanimity respecting the violent measures in which 
tlie Jacobins and Girondins had hitherto concurred. The 
Girondins did not wUh to change the form of government, 
except by modificatiotM, and an appearance of legality, 
which would deliver the power into Ihcir hands, being well 
convinced that they themselves alone were capable of 
establishing a r)cw s^rstem, and that their ardent rivals, 
sharing in this conviction, were ready to leave to them the 
direction of affairs. But the Jacobins in the assembly, and 
still more those without, were beginning to sliake off the 
yoke of these pretended dictators. They desired a sudden 
overthrow of the constitution, a general confusion, and 
had uo fixed plan for the fitture. This germ of division, 
which we shall see so rapidly develops itaelf afier the 
catastrophe, was laid OMn in the draught of a message to 
the king, proposed by Giiadet in the name of the extraor¬ 
dinary committee in the sitting of the 86th of July; and 
still more by the crafty refieettons with which Drissot 
seconded this propoeal. Guadet addressed the king, in 
words to the following effect:—"The French people sees 
its frontiers invaded, its territory threatened;—its blood hog 
been spilt by the sword of the aoldieiBof despotism;—from 
one end of the kingdom to the other, priests, nobles, and 
factious men disturb the repoee of the citizens, and all 
boast of the title of your defenders. By what fatality are" 
we obliged to doubt whether these enemies of France 
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serve you, or betray you? In this moment of danger you 
may do much, yon may do every thing for the safety of the 
empire.’’ After this exordium, the speaker called to mind 
thd crime, which in the eyes of die Girondo was unpar* 
donable, of liaving dismiss the Roland admiuistnitioD, 
and of having resisted their injunetiona 

^ You complain, sire, of the distrust of the people, and 
what have you done to remove it? Hie families of the 
Tebels of Coblentz fill your palace. Do ^ou wish, sire, to 
r^ain the confidence of (he citizens? it is for yon to give 
the ezamplo; let the abode of (he king of a free nation no 
longer present (he appearance of a fortress, (lircatcned by 
the enemy. You am desired to consider as a project 
formed to overturn the throne, and to endanger the con* 
stitution, the indignation of a free people, which ties 
thought that it saw in the condition of our armies, and in 
the choice of your ministers, the criminal idea of modify* 
ing (his constitution, of humbling before foreign kings the 
throne on which the nation has placed you. You may 
vet save the country, and your crown with it: venture at 
length to resolve, that the names of your ministers, and 
of the men who surround you, shall invite the public con¬ 
fidence; let every thing in your private actions, in the 
energy and activity of your council, announce that the 
nation, the representatives, and yourself, have but oue 
will, but one wish, that of liberty. Tlie nation alone will 
doubtless well know how to defend and preserve its 
liberty; but it asks you, sire, for the last time, to join with 
it to defend the constitution and the throne.” 

This draR of a message was a kind of ultimatum of 
the party of the Gironde, but in thus treating on equal 
terms with the executive power, the party deceived itself 
with respect to the weight of its influence. Tho return 
(0 the miuisiry would certainly not have allayed (he 
storm, brissot himself pointing out, with perfidy, the 
means of proceeding to the chan^ of the constitution by 
the very forms which it had iiself established, was listened 
to with impatience by the galleries, and when, as a kind 
of catechism, by way of question and answer, he stated 
the heads of accusation, be was hissed, merely because 
he recommended not to ^ock public opinion, and to act 
' with equal circumspection pnd severity; be, however, 
moved ** that the extraordinary committee should be in* 
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Btructed to examine the acts which might lead to the 
forfeiture of the throne, and if these acU had been com^ 
milted by the king, 

Meantime the contempt of the fundamental laws thus 
professed from the tribune, increased every day the 
audacity of the conspirators. Every speech, every )egi$« 
lative measure, was a new pledge of impunity for them. 
'l*ho government, being deprived of all power, the whole 
eomiQunity was given up to them without means of dc« 
fence. The minister of justice in vain called for a Ja^, 
to restrain the monstrous exccasesof ^e press. It was 
particularly against General Lafoyetto that this system 
of defamation, and these incessant attacks were directed. 
He was nobly defended by the chiof of 1 1 is staff, his friend 
Bureau de Biizy, whom a decree of the assembly had 
summoned to the bar, at which he appeared in the sitting 
of the 69th of July. Tlie speech which he delivered 
there is one of the most commendable historical docii* 
ments of that period, and undoubtedly one of the most 
instructive, not only to reestablish the truth of the facts, 
but also to point out to public men, the snares which 
malevolence ma^ at all times spread for their ueod fiith 
and their patriotwm. In concluding his address he defied 
his calumniators to resist tho truths windi ho had just 
declared: ** Without any arms but truth,said he, ** I will 
attack them, and after having stripped them of llie hypo* 
critical garb of probity and patriotism, under which they 
disguise themselves, t will deliver them naked in all their 
delormily to the indignation of honest men.’’ 

This courageous declaration was honored with our 
warmest applauses, with the invectives of the Jacobin 
party, and the hisses of the galleries. Bureau do Puzy, 
oeing admitted to the honors of the sitting, heard the viru* 
lent replies of Lasource and Guodet. The first endeavored 
to prove that the justification of the perwn inculpated was 
an implied avowal of the treason of which his genera) and 
himself were accused. He required that the speeches and. 
the documents should bo printed, and referred to the com¬ 
mittee, and engaged to place before the assembly inria* ' 
bitable prooCi of the trcacliery of general Lafayette. 
Gusdet, foaming with rage, and wielding the arm of ifony,^ 
with which he was so fiinvliar, thanked Bureau in the ' 
aame of the assembly. We exclaimed against this ex-^ 
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pression. **We{l, then/’ said he^^^in the n&me of the 
iialion.*’ Our indignation manifested itaelf with more 
vehemence. I will allay this storm/’ said he; I lliauk 
him in the name of the friends of liberty.” What friends! 
What liberty! 

Vaublanc» after having refuted this unconstitutional 
assertion of the Girondin speakers, supported the reference 
to tho committee, which was iinariitnously odopted. 

« To these documents was added, iu the following sitting, 
a letter from LUckner, addressed to Ifte assembly, in which 
tlie marshal formally contradicted the facts upon which 
lliodenuucialiou against Lafayette hod been founded, lie 
declared tl^at that general hod never proposed to him, 
either directly or indirectly, io march agamsi Paris; ho 
repelled these odious calumnies; heascril^ to his slender 
knowledge of the French language the false iiiferenccs 
which had been drawn from hia cunveiaations. He con« 
jurod the assembly to put an end to the dissensions which 
were so injurious to the defence of the country, and so 
favorable to tho enemy. Uut all iheso acta of courage and 
gcnorodiy were but trifling obstacles to tho projocis of tho 
factions; thoir impaticiico was irritated by tl)cm,atul their 
audacity was encouraged by the certainty of impunity. 

On the 30th of July, five hundred federalists of Mar¬ 
seilles, whoso assembling and march lo Paris had been 
announced for ihcse (wo months, entered the capital in 
tho middle of the day, by the Faubourg Saint Antoine. 
Santerre, who went to niet-.i them, conducted them to the 
Champs-Elys6es, where he had caused the banciuet to be 
prepared. They had no arms but their sabres. As (hey 
passed through the city, they insulted all those persona 
who, according to the custom, established since the revolu¬ 
tion 1789, wore in their hats cockades of tri-colored riband, 
tore them off, and obliged them to take others, which 
were made of flannel, similar to thoeo which they wore 
themselves. On dial same day, by an unfortunate coinci¬ 
dence, which certainly could not have been foreseen, there 
was a meeting of some of the national guards in die 
Champs-Elysto. They certainly were not of the royalist 
party, as the Jacobins asserted, and as some histories have 
recorded; but merely a liandAii of citizens, who, in the 
midst of the general stupor, devoted to die preserva¬ 
tion of order-4 last and vain eflbrt to allay the storm. 
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After the morning Bitting I had gone to dine with Beau* 
znarchais, and bad aeon ihb horde of brigands pass along* 
the Boulevard. Notice was given me of what was passing 
in the Champs-EI 70668 . I knew that my brother*in-law 
Delanie, aid-de-camp to general Lafayette, and another 
of my relations, Poncet, were at the meeting of the national 
guards. I did not doubt that they had been present at 
this fata) collision. In fact, both these brave young men 
had received sabre wounds, and with some others who had* 
escaped from this unequal combat they had taken refuge 
in tlie Tuilerics. I had come to Beanmarchais with my 
saddle-horses, and hastened to repair to the assembly. I 
was stopped on the Boulevard des Italiens, by certain 
officers of the battalion of the Petita-P 6 res, some of whom 
had been in the Chainp^E^ys 6 ei. They related to me 
what had passed there, and the murder of the brave Du* 
haenel, lieutenant of the grenadiers. The battalion of the 
Peiits*F 6 re 8 was at that moment assembling in front of the 
Favart l*heatre, where it was afterwards joined by the 
battalion of the Fillc»4bint Thomas. Indignant at these 
excesses, and too plainly foreseeing the fatal consequences 
which they would prince, if they were not speedily 
checked, I proposed to these brave comrades, who trembled 
with shame and rage at hayitig been surprised, to go to 
the colfee-house in the Rue Si. Florentin, and fetch Iho 
dead body of the unfortunate Diihamel, to carry it to the 
bar of the assembly, and to leare to mo the care of de¬ 
manding vengeance in the name of the national guard of 
Paris. ** Pe^aps,’’ said I," it is the only meaas to rouse 
the public spirit, and to awe the ruflians who are come to 
kindle civil war.’’ They promised to do so, and 1 pro¬ 
ceeded to the assembly to waft for them, confiding only to 
my friend Theodore Larocth the act of despair which 1 
had advised, and the advantage which 1 thought we 
might derive from (his unexpected 'scene. But, instead 
of seeing it commence by this theatrical stroke, we saw only 
a group of national guards appear, who presented a peti* 
tion, in which they related the facta, the attack of five 
hundred Marseillais on the national guard, who were not 
more than forty in number, the assassination of their com¬ 
rade Duhame), and demanded justice. The Revolutionists 
loudly called for the order ot the day, and this cry was 
repeated by the galleries in an uproar. The national. 
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goftrd, who were admitted to the sitting, were soon sue* 
ceeded at the bar by other petitioners, who, distorting the 
facts, indulged in the roost outrageous declaroations against 
the ParUiaus, and were furiously applauded by the galle* 
riea A pretended chasseur of the national guard, who 
had doubtless been before the Far art theatre, said, 
inform the assembly that a dead body is to bo brought 
here; you will be told that tho individual was killed by 
4he Marseillais,.but those who bring it are the same who 
M^anted to begin a couiitcr^rcvolutiou/’ 

Several speakers, some of whom said that they had 
been witnesses uf the engagement between the Marseillais 
and the few national guards, made declarations entirely 
in favor of the Marscillaia Graugencuve affirmed Uiat 
he had heard an officer of the national guard say, that if 
tho assembly did not do justice, they would revenge them¬ 
selves, and that between that and three o’clock in tho 
morning, there would not bo a single Maraeillais at Paris. 
The assembly decreed that this officer should be immedi¬ 
ately summoned to tho bar, but he was not to be found, 
as might bo easily foreseen, contideriiig the little credit 
which tho author of the denunciation deserved. The only 
result was the reference of the petitions to the committee 
of twonty^ne, and with respect to the main point of the 
affair, to die courts of justice. The silting having been 
closed, I thought, with niy friend 'l*heodore Lameth, tliat 
we should render a great service to our country, if we 
could realise the false supposition which Graugeneuve had 
made. We proceeded to the place du Thbfitre Pavart, 
and reproached the national guard, who surrounded us, 
and particularly the commander Tassin, who ailerwards 
perished on the scaffold, for not having done what I had 
agreed upon with some of them. ^ It is still time,” said 
I; “ we may do ourselves the justice which is refused ua 
You have here two pieces of cannon and more than 600 
men; let us go and attack the Marseillais in the Rue Vert, 
where they are quartered. We ^all surprise them, fa- 
* tigued with murder and confusion, and almost all dnmk. 
You will save the city of Paris, you will prevent great 
xnisfort unes befall tng yourselves a nd your famil ies. ” We 
could not move them. Tassin demanded a legal invesri^- 
tion. To insist any longer wop Id have*been useless temerity. 
We retired full of Texaiiou, and overwhelmed with grieil 
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However, the resentment at the Tiolence commuted by 
the Marseillaia, the terror which they mspired io the greet 
majority of peaceable dtizena, raisra for some moments 
the courage and good spirit of the national guard. This 
movement took place principally in those l^ttalioas and 
districts where the edbris which had been made to injure 
the first or^nisaiion,hy the incorporation of men, whose 
rank in society afforded no security for their good conduct, 
had not yet been entirely successful. A deputation of 
several battalions present^ to the assembly a very ener> 
getic petition to obtain the dismissal of the Marseillais. 
<< Ought we/’ said they, ** to abandon our property and our 
existence? Ought we, under the government of the con¬ 
stitution, to expect the horrors oi civil war? Must we 
thus remind you that it is to our courage that the consti¬ 
tuent assembly confided the constitution? Legislators, 
the hcTolHm of patience and fraternity, of which the na¬ 
tional guard has not ceased to set the example since the 
revolution, may have its limits. We require that the 
Marseillais be sent away.” 

Almost at tho same time the Marseilles federalists on 
their part, supported by the majority, which the silence of 
a great number of Iho members of the centre assured to 
the Girondins and the Jacobins united, demanded tfic dis¬ 
missal of the staff of the national guard, that is to say, the 
dissolution of thb civil force. The extraordinary com¬ 
mittee, to which all these petitions were referred, made, 
through Guadet,a report, in which, under the false appear¬ 
ance of impartiality, the balance inclined to the part of the 
federalists. According to preceding decrees they were to 
go to the camp at Soiseons, where 8000 federalists were 
already assembled. There was no other pretext for 
keeping the Marseillais any longer at Paris, but the want 
of camp equipage and provisions, about which a great 
noise was made, according to the official information and 
private letters. This was a sufficient pretext to impute 
culpable negligence to the minister Abaocourt and the 
war-office. Lasource proposed a decree of accusation 
against him, and the penalty of death. An attempt was 
even made to go further back, and to include in tho same 
accusation the late minister, Lajard. This extravagant 
proposal gave a false appearance of moderation to the 
motion of Guadet, who, in order to gain time, contented 
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himself with getting the question adjonrned till three com- 
hiissioners, chosen from among the assembly, should have 
verified the state of things, and have given an account of 
it.* The commissioners who were appointed by ballot 
were Gaaparin, Lacombe Saint Michel, and Carnot the 
elder, the first and memorable example of the usurpation 
of the executive power by the legislature. 

Tlio remains of a good spirit among the national guard, 
%nd especially in the chosen companies, alarmed tho fac¬ 
tions. They applied themselves to the removal of this last 
obstacle. They made use of a means which was very 
deceitful, but which, in the stato of confusion and disorder 
of the masses, had but too much elfcet on the deluded 
people. They caused a petition to bo presented hy ono 
section, that of Mauconseil, to demand the suppression of 
tho companies of grenadiers and chasseurs, anirming that 
audt was the general wish of all the sections. 

After this new signal for disorder, a deputation of the 
Marseillais appeared at (he bar and dared to demand the 
dethronement of the king. They mingled with their in¬ 
sulting denunciations a horrible aMlogy for their excesses, 
and for the assassination of Duhamcl. These atrocities 
wore applauded by the galleries, and the honors of the 
silting were ^iven to those audacious banditti 

I had obtained leave to speak, to make several reports 
in the name of tlie military committee; and after having 
perfonnod that duty, I took the opportunity to fulfil 
I he engagement which ! had entered into, to denounce 
lo the assembly, as the true cause of the dangers of the 
country, the conduct and the policy of general Dumouriez 
during and since his ministry, which 1 considered as very 
criminal. 

1 was interrupted by murmurs of a part of the assem¬ 
bly and by the galleries. I replied with warmth to the 
interruption; 1 protested in vain against this violence. 
My friends required that the speech should be printed 
.Tlie question was put and rejected. It was dccre^ that 
! should lay my discourse, and all the documents in sup¬ 
port of it, on the table, and that ttic whole should bo sent 
to the committee of twelve, to make a report upon it. 

It was on this ^me day, the 3d of August, that we 
* were made acquainted with* the celebrated manifesto of 
the Duke of Brunswick;—the most violent, the most mad 
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and impolitic act, which pride aod ignorance had ever 
dictated; a truly fratricide and barbarous act of the 
French emigrant princes towards King Louis XVI and 
his femily. In the state of fermentation in which Franbe, 
and especially the capital, bad been since the declarntioii 
of war, to make an appeal to the minority, hostile to the 
revolution; to consider it as the sound part of the nation; 
to appear as an auxiliary in the civil war, was evidently 
implicating the king, accusing him of being an accomplice 
and justifying the calumnies which the constitutional 
party had always contradicted in fact, it was calling to 
the defence of the territory all those who bad French 
hearts. It has been said, and repeated upon vague con* 
jecturos, and without a angle proof having been brought, 
that Louis XVI had drawn up and sent to the enemy by 
secret agents a very different draft of a manifesto. I 
hare never seen, never heard anything which could give 
me the slightest ground to believe these mendacious asser¬ 
tions, dictated by a party spirit, and unhappily handed 
down by sincere and estimable writers^like so matiT 
other false traditions, which history will not unveil, 
except by a judicious investigation after the lapse of 
ages. Such suppositions are not compatible either with 
the character of that unfortunate prince, or with the sen¬ 
timents which the queen is known to liave entertained 
after the end of the constituent assembly, or with the 
resolution uoc to quit the capital, notwithstanding the im¬ 
minent danger which every step of a foreign force could 
not fail to increase. Struck to the heart, and foreseeing 
the inevitable consequence of the suspicions which this 
perfidious manifesto seemed to jtistlfy, Louis XVI wrote 
to the assembly to inform it of this publication, though it 
had not yet any authenticity, and to repel the c^ious sup¬ 
position of his connivance. 

We asked for the impression and transmission to all 
the departments of this declaration of .the king, but our 
adversaries replied to the manifestation of our sealimenis, 
and the affecting expression of the king’s wishes for the 
union of all French hearts by the most bitter mistrust and 
insulting irony. 

In the midst of extreme agitation, Isnard, the most vio¬ 
lent of their orators, obtained leave to speak. Instead of 
treating ou the question of printing the king^s letter, he 
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declaimed, in the most passionate manner, and made aa 
fkccusation, in which he had accumulated all the pretended 
grievances, all the calumnious suppositions, all the deeds 
of .treachery, which had been constantly imputed to the 
king during the whole course of this aession. ^He must 
have,’’said Isnard^ "some influence over the minds of 
the princes and kings, bis relations, and it is they who 
have oicited against us the concert of the powers. For 
^hom do these courts arm? For him. What do they 
require of us? To re*^ablish bis despotic power. It is 
et^en his name that all our enemies act The king, accor* 
ding to the constitution, ought to oppose their enterprises 
by formal acts. For moro than a year past he has known 
the treaty of the powers against France, and he Itas done 
nothing to break it, to obtain allies for us, to put the em¬ 
pire in a state of defence. After war was declared, the 
nation was found to be without arms, without aromuni- 
tion, without horses, without military stores. These aro 
facts, which make a complete contrast with the whole of 
the king’s letter, and after which, if we should order it to 
be printed, we should order the printing of a heap of lies.” 

Neither truth nor generous sentiments could now pene¬ 
trate into minds which were fascinated or struck with ter¬ 
ror. We remained silent with indignation. The assem¬ 
bly passed to the order of the day. Immediately after this 
deplorable scene, P6tioD, the mayor, at the head of a group 
of Jacobins, appeared at the bar. He came to strike the 
last blow. He came in (he name of the commune of 
Paris to read an address, drawn up, as he said, by (he com¬ 
missioners of the forty-eight secliooa 

" Legislators! It is when the country is in danger that 
all her children ought to press round her, and never was 
the country threatened with such great danger. The com¬ 
mune of Paris sends us to you; we come to brin^ to ihe 
sanctuary of the laws the wishes of an immense aty.” 

After this paternal exordium, Pdtioo entered at once 
upon the subject " Penetrated with respect for (he repre¬ 
sentatives of the nation, full of confidence in their cou¬ 
rageous patriotism, the commune of Paris has not de¬ 
spaired of the public safety, but it believes that to cure 
the evils of France, they must be attacked in their source 
. without Losing a moment ^It is with grief that it de¬ 
nounces through us the hAd of the executive power. 
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The people has ondoobtedly the right to bo incensed against 
him, but the language of anger does not become men of 
firm minda Compelled by Louis XVI to accuse him 
before you, and before all France, we shall accuse hjm 
without anger, but without puaillanimoDs indulgence.’* 
Retracing the events of me revolution during the time 
of the constituent assembly, P6tion added, ^ we set aside 
erery thing which has been covered by the pardon of the 
people, but this pardon is not oblivion.” l^e remainder 
of the address was but a repetition, almost word for word, 
of the violent speech of Isnard. Historical facts were 
represented; vague suspicions which had been propogated, 
were represented ascertain nroofs of odious and sanguinary 
projects. Lastly, the conclusion of this requisition, pro¬ 
nounced with imperturbable assurance by the first mt^is- 
trato of the capital, who had become the official organ of 
the faction, was in the following ternis:^^l*he head of 
the executive power is the first link of the counter-revolu¬ 
tionary chain; ho seems to participate in Iho plot of Pilnits, 
which he wos so lato in making known; his name is a 
signal of discord between the people and its magistrates; 
between the soldiers and the generals. He has separated 
his interests from those nf the nation; we will separate 
them as he has done. Far from having opposed, by a 
formal act, the enemies at home and abroau, his conduct 
is an act of perpetual disobedience to the constitution. 
So long as we liave such a king, liberty cannot be con¬ 
solidated, and we are resolved to remain free. 

A remaining inclination to indulgence would have in¬ 
duced us to propose to you the suspeusion of the king, as 
long as the danger of the country shall continue, but the 
constitution opposes this. Louis XIV continually appeals 
to the constitution. We appeal to it in our turn, and de¬ 
maud his dethronement When this great measure is 
once taken, as it is doubtful whether the nation will still 
have confidence in the present dynasty, we demand that 
ministers, jointly responsible, nonanated by the national 
assembly out of its own body, according to the constitu¬ 
tional law, shall exercise provisionally the executive 
power, till the will of the people, our sovereign and yours, 
shall ie legally announced in a nafiouai cooveotion, as 
soon as the safety of the slate will permit” 

Applauses and manifestations of ferocious joy in the 
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galleries welcomed the speaker emd the deputation of the 
sections. They obtained the honors of the sitting, and the 
assembly decreed that the address should be referred to 
tho extraordinary committee. But they had scarcely 
quitted the bar when they were succeeded by other peU* 
lioners of the sections of Mauconseil and GraTiiUers. 
These went much further than thoee who had preceded 
them. They spoke like real sofereigns; declai^ that 
i) was impossible to save liberty by the constitution* which 
could not be ackdowlodged as the expression of the gene* 
will; that they no longer recognised Louis XVI as king of 
the French^ that they abjured every other oath, as having 
been surreptitiously obtained from tho public; that they 
had sworn to live and die free; that, in consequence, they 
would on the next day but one, the SXh of August, ai>poac 
in a body at the bar of the assembly, to notify to it tho 
present declaration, and ask whether it would at length 
eove the country, reserving, according to the answer which 
should be made to them, the right to take such further 
resolution as they might see good.’’ 

The second speaker demanded positively that the king 
should be put on his trial as a faithless public functionary. 
Relying on the articles of the i^nal code, and showing the 
dilBcultyof observing the ordinary forma and the incon¬ 
venience of delay, he proposed to consider the king as 
having abdicated by the fad of his treason,and concluded 
thus:^* War is declared between Louis XVI and France. 
A moment lost and Franco is undone. 

** We still leave to you, legislators, the honor of saving 
the country; bat if you refuse to save it, we must neces¬ 
sarily take upon us to save it ourselves.” 

The assembly replied to this iusolcTit defiance by ad¬ 
mitting the petitioners to the honors of the sitting. TITen 
Girardio rose. Being persuaded that nothing was more 
calculated to weaken the effect of this seditious petition 
than printing and sending it to all the departments, he 
earnestly desired both. ** It is fitting,” said he, that free 
men show themselves when the factious appear.” 

• The Girondina had nude vain efforts to restrain their 
assa 6si ns. They saw themselves out-mance uvred. 11 was 
too late. The servaots bad already become the loasters. 
•Alarmed by these prophetic of abjuration of obe¬ 

dience to the laws, of the caliiiig of a convention, of die 
^oL, I.—86 
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iriat of the kiog, thef endearored to stop their do vd ward 
o)une, on the rapid dediTity of which aome had been bnr • 
Tied away. Vergniaud ascended ihe tribune. ^ You have 
inetructed your committee/’ said he, " to report to you, 
before the eUtiiig breaks up, on the resolution and decree 
of the section of Mauconseil, and on the mode in which 
the people might exercise their sovereign^. With respect 
to tne Utter question, it requires too profound and mature 
investigatioD to be submitted to you at present As for 
die resolutkin of the section of Maucouseil, the committee 
has thought it important to present a decree to you, 
cause love of liberty has so heated people’s minds, and 
the passions arc so excited, that it has seemed to be pro¬ 
per to prevent their excesses.” On bis motion the assem¬ 
bly adopted the following decree:— 

** The national assembly, considering that the sove¬ 
reignty belongs to the whole people, and not to a section 
of the people^ that there would be neither government 
nor constitutien, that we should be exposed to all the dis¬ 
orders of anarchy and civil discord, if each citizen, or each 
section of the empire might declare that it releases itself 
from that part of its oaths which it is unwilling to observe, 
and refuses obedience to such laws, or such constituted 
authpriUes, as it thinks fit no longer to recognise— 

** Considering that if on ardent love of lil^rty alone has 
induced the citizens of the section of Mauconseil to take 
the resolution which it has sent to the other sections, it is 
nevertheless requisite to social order to repress excesses, 
which would have the most fatal consequences, declares 
that an immediate decision is nece»ary. 

The national assembly, having thus declared, annuls 
the unconstitutional decree of the section of Mauconseil, 
invites all citizens to confine their zeal within the limits 
of the law, and to be on their guard against the intrigues 
of those who endeavor, by its violation, to endanger the 
public tranquillity and liberty itself” 

Whether this measure was but a hypocritical mmidc 
of attachment to the constitution, the overthrow of which 
was resolved upon, or whether it was dictated by fear 
and wounded pride, it was constitutional, and was voted 
unanimously; but the Giroodins hasten^ to neutralise 
its effect, and to show equal aider with the Jacobins in 
the common work of destraction. 
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Tt was not enough to accuse the king; to declare wai 
against him; to ezdie the reFolted people to acts of vio¬ 
lence against liis person and his family; it was further 
uecessary, in order to encourage the most timid of the 
iaciious to commit so ^at a cnme> to strip the king of 
of all means of defending himseif. 

The asaembly had before decreed that two battalions 
of the Swiss guards, completed to the war establishment, 
should be sent, without delay, to the army of the north. 
Though (he perfidious iutention was evident, yet the 
motive, namely, the necessity of reinforcing the army, 
was so plausible, that the king could not refuse Ills sanc¬ 
tion. Ilut general count d’Affry inlorfered, and opposed 
the separation of the two battalions, alleging the capitula¬ 
tions, and tlie wish expressed by tho diet. He declared 
tiiat he could not assent to this removal till he slionld 
have received fresh orders from his government. The 
minister of war d’Abancourt having given an account of 
the mutter in the sitting of the 4th or August, Lasource 
accused that minister of disobedience in having suspended 
tho execution of the decree barely on the ob^rvalions of 
count d*Affry, and required that the examination of tho 
minister’s conduct should be referred to the diplomatic 
committee to make a report upon it Several members 
of the constitutional minority, among whom were Tron- 
chon and Dallos, powerfully stated the reasons which had 
made it advisable to suspend the execution of the decree. 
All our eastern frontiers, said they justly, wore covered 
and guarded by the neutrality and the fidelity of the 
Swiss. Ought we to risk the breaking of onr alliance 
willi them? 

Lasource replied, that the executive power could not, 
according to the constitution, cause any troops of the 
line 10 pass, or to abide within 30,000 toises of tho legis¬ 
lative body, without its permission. 

Guadet, strongly seconding the accusation against the 
minister of war, said that the public safety depended on 
Ihe removal of the Swiss troops; that it was proper to 
punish his disobedience, and cause the decree to he exe¬ 
cuted. In 1755/’ said he, ^ when the king thought that 
three Swiss battalions of his guard were wanted to carry 
* 01 ) the war, he did not consult the cantons to send them 
against the enemy. I very readily conceive that a king 
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is more powerful thsn a nation^ and certainly your weak* 
ness sufficiently proves it every day.’’ 

Thuriot added to this proposal another^ that the Swiss 
who remained at Paris should not do duty about the kind’s 
person, except when re<iuired by the constituted autho* 
Tides. 

All these proposals, the presages of the impending catas¬ 
trophe, were referred to the diplomatic committee. 

^me acts of courage, some sparks of true pacriotisn> 
still appeared. A deputation from the section of the 
library came to the bar to protest against the address rela¬ 
tive to the dethronement of the king. 

Brissot replied by denouncing, as a focus of counter¬ 
revolution, tho quarter of the Rue-Vivienne and the sec¬ 
tion of the Fill es-Sainl-Thomas. ** This sectionsa id h e, 
to which I belonged, is divided into two parts, the one 
respoctable, including a great number of patriots, or rather 
Sans-culoitea, (this was the first time that this term was 
used in the national tribune;} the other, the gangrenous 

E art of the nation, is composed of financien, brokers, job- 
art, who, since the eommeneerDeiit of the revolution, 
have done more injury to the success of liberty than all the 
Prussian and Austrian arms.” Brissot announced the 
presence of commissioners, who came to refute all tho 
assertions of the petitioners; and in fact Collot d’Herbois 
and Mario Chenier appeared at the bar. 

They also spoke in the name of all the citisens of the 
capital, and required, as the surest remedy to extinguish 
civil discord, that tho assembly should decree that all the 
meetings of the sections, without any restriclion, should be 
public. 

Thus all the time of our sitting was consumed in hear¬ 
ing such applications. We had before our eves the me¬ 
lancholy picture of civil dissensiona We heard alternately 
generous protests of the fast friends of liberty, and the 
vociferations of the fanatical anarchists. 

Some other sections, which had kept alive the sacred 
fire, among others Chat of the arsenal, energetically pro¬ 
test^ against the address delivered by the mayor. Potion, 
to require the dethronement of the king. One of the most 
remarkable of these documents, which is worthy of being 
preserved for history, is the constitutional address of the* 
city of Nancy, which was seconded by our colleague 



OEftCB or SfttSSOT. 


SOI 


Foiss^^ the same vhom I meotioDed on occa^on of the 
raisaion which we fulfiUed together id the departments of 
the Rhine, during the constituent assembly. Several 
gbneral councils oi departments, such as those of the Is^, 
of the Meuse, of the Lover Seine, courageously seconded 
our last efforts, which only doubl^ the rage of our adver* 
tariee, who were already loo certain of their detestable 
victory. For instance, the petitioners of the Champ de 
Mars, being admitted to the sitting* expressed themselves 
%9 follows:—The country is in danger these terrible 
words signify, we are betrayed^ despotisni has only 
changed its form. Liberty is still but a vain name; the 
laws are mute and powerless. A perfidious court is labor¬ 
ing, is struggling, is setting every engine at work, In order 
to make us believe in its patriotism; we shall take care 
not to fall into this snare: for three years we have been 
amused with such language. We feci that all free French- 
meo are resolved this lime, not to enter into any kind of 
composition, or arrangement with an implacable, an irre¬ 
concilable enemy. Alt hearts are shut aguinst generosity. 
Three years of perfidy, of continual treachery, have too 
well taught us, that a ulse king who is unpunished is (he 
curse of a free state. Numerous phalanxes of free men 
arc led by chiefs chosen by and among the people; iron, 
pikes, threaten preparations, wherever the enemies of 
equality breathe; Jet the most powerful be struck the 
first; and the remainder be scattered and reduced to no¬ 
thingness.’^ 

These bold petitioners marched under a banner worthy 
of them, a pole surmounted with a red cap with a label, 
on which were ihe following words—^ Sup^^eision q/* Me 
perteetUiftg pototr,^^ Some of us were indignant; the 
label was loro off 

These inflammatory addresses, this appeal to arms, 
were dictated and commanded by the revolutionists out of 
the assembly; the Jacobins and Cordeliers alone had in 
their hands, by means of their affiliated clubs, the insur¬ 
rectionary force, the means of action. Robespierre at 
the Jacobins, Dan ton at the Cordeliers, were the most 
remarkable tribunes of this dreadful power. Accordingly, 

. they spoke in the tone of masters, ai^ despised the doctors 
of the Gironde, who, dreading excesses which they could 
not restrain, were endeavoring to give some appearance 
* as* 
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of legislative regularity to the results of this great disor¬ 
der. It was particularly suited to the views of this tor¬ 
tuous policy, to extort from the assembly a decree of im- 
peachroeni against general Lafayette. This success/if 
they could obtain it, was but a secondary advantage for 
the Jacobins, who were further advanced in the conspi¬ 
racy, while the Glrondins, who were very uneasy at the 
constitutional disposition of the northern and eastern de¬ 
partments, had It much at heart, that the idol should fall 
under the power of their eloquence, and that they might 
recover their credit with the mass of the people, by boast¬ 
ing of this victory. The debate was resumed in the sit¬ 
ting of the Bih or August. It was the turn of Vaublanc 
to ascend the tribune. He read a spe^h in which, detail¬ 
ing in the most minute manner and with great correctness 
all the movements of the annies of Lafayette and Luck- 
ner, he re*e$tablished, as I had done myself, the incon- 
testible truth of tlie facts, and fully justified the motives. 

The order to print this speech, wfuch was voted in spite 
of the opposition of our adversaries and the bootings of 
the galleries, made us conceive some hope. 

Drissot, without contradiction the most able speaker of 
tho norty, delivered a written speech, which was a true 
moae) of dialectics, sophistry, ana eloquence; on unfailhful 
document, but valuable for the history of the time. His 
sentimental exordium deserves to be quoted:—‘‘The fa¬ 
mous lord Mansfield said to the jury, in the action between 
the duke of Cumberland, the king’s brother, and lord 
Grosvenor,‘Gentlemen, imagine that you have now to 
decide between A and B. Fo^t tho prince, look only 
to the facts, see only an individual. * I shall address yon, 
gentlemen, in the same language. The general whom 
you have to try fills an eminent post, enjoys a high repu¬ 
tation, haa a great number of friends, and, on the other 
hand, his enemies are numerous; violent accusations are 
brou^t against him. You are representatives of the 
people, and juries on the trial, and consequently you ought 
to dispaasionate. Hatred and favor ought to be equally 
far from you. It is a duty common to all; I shall fulfil it 
conscientiously: two motives induce me to do so; the re- 
collecfion of old friendship, the dangers of the country. It- 
is one of the greatest mistortcmes attendant on revolutions, 
to hare to condemn an old friend. Of this 1 am no^ sen- 



$?SSCB or BIIMOT. 


303 


fiibte. I have seen M. Lafayette attached to the most 
*rigid principles. 1 then highly esteemed him; 1 then 
hoped that he would exert all hia efforts to make them 
trmmph. Twenty times I have conjured him to do bo. 
An infernal coalition has poisoned hia mind, has carried 
him away from his principles and his glory. ]> with other 
friends, hAve endeavored to bring him back. He has re¬ 
nted ail my wishes, and I have renounced his friendship. 

' He is nothing more to me. 

. “ Woe to him who should see in this cause only an 
enemy to be punished, a party to be turned into ridicule.’’ 

The speaker, entering on the subject of the military 
conduct of the general, asked, "what is the crime of M. 
Lafayette?” H^e did not accuse him of having acted in 
concert with the Atistrians, but he endeavored to show 
that a general, if he had wished to serve the plans of the 
enemy, would not have acted otherwise than Lafayette 
had done. In this spirit, and in spite of the most authentic 
facts, ho explairied all the operations of the general, the 
jUBinesB ond necessity of which had been so plainly de¬ 
monstrated by Bureau de Puiy. He represstUed the most 
judicious movements ae useless promenades, ordered to 
fatiguo the army, and meantime leave the frontiers ex¬ 
pos^. " Confess, then,” cried Brissot, " you who demand 
proofs in writing, confess that here is profound incapacitv, 
if there is not profound treachery.” Quoting the example 
of admiral Ryng, who was condemned to death by a court- 
martial, conformable to the severe laws of the English, 
for not having done his duty, "Washington,” said he, 
" would not have refused to be tried by the same law, and 
if it were to decide the fate of his disciple, he would soon 
be no more.” 

Proceeding then to examine the political conduct of La¬ 
fayette, " I accuse him,” said Brissot," of having abused 
the power and the forces which the nation intrusted to 
him, of having endangered the safely of the state and 
. violated the constitution, either to imp^e the deliberadon 
of the legislative body or to debase the legislature, or to 
excite a civil war between all the dcixens, or la^lyto 
arrogate to himself a power above all the constituted 
•authorities. 

" Ail these &ct8 are crimeft, and the law punishes them 
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with death.” The speaker here quoted tho articles of the 
penal code. ' 

Having exhausted the subject^ and tised anas which 
were familiar to hitUf sophistry, the assertion of disputed 
facts, and bitter irony, Brissot discussed at length the ob- 
jectioDS which he had found in the speech of Dumolard, 
and replied at the same time to that just delivered by 
Vaublanc. He repeatedly reproduced under various forms 
the same reasoning upon the five heads of the accusation, 
and more particularly dwelt on the unpardonable criuio 
of having atucked the popular societies and debased the 
national assembly. 

The principal feature of the peroration of the speech 
was the false parallel between the conduct of Cromwell 
and that of Lafayette. “ Cromwell/' said he, likewise 
presented a petition, In which he demanded, in the name 
of the army, the reformation of abuses. The parliament 
thanked Cromwell, who a few days afterwaros expelled 
it But there is not in France a Cromwell, nor, above all, 
soldiers of Cromwell.” After having spoken for more 
than two hours, Brissot moved that Che assembly should 
immediatoly pronounce the decree of impeachment. I'he 
printing of his speech having been voted, and the debate 
closed, we demanded the app<i nominal, the result of 
which was, 

For the impeachment « • - 294 

Against it.406 


Majority 162 

It is therefore certain that there were in this assembly 
on the one hand 830 republicans, Gtrondins or Jacobins; 
on the other side 160 constitutional royaUsts, and 846 of 
different opinions, pretending to form the independent 
party, and who, being united on this important occasion 
with the 160 constitutionalists, formed a majority of 406 
against 884, and this almost upon the eve of the counter* 
revolution of the 10th of August 

It was a last and deceitful ray of hope. The torch of 
truth was on the point of being extinguished. As soon 
as the decree was pronounced, and the sitting closed, cries 
of rage and imprecations burst from die galleries, and were 
repeated by Che tninultuow crowd who surrounded the 
bail and obstructed access to it The deputies whom 
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the factions had chiefly remarked daring the debate, and 
*whom they pointed out to the assassins, were insuUed, 
attacked, pursued out of the hal) in different directions. 
Dhmolai^, Vaublanc, ]>aTerhouU,QQatrcm6re,Froudidre, 
wilii difliciilty took refuge in the giiard*hoiise of the court 
of the palais royal, and found no other means of escaping 
the popular rage than by getting out of a window. 1 loo 
had my share in this ill-usage. I was going out by the 
•narrow passage which led from the hall to the convent of 
the Capuchins, where our bureaux were situated, wheji I 
was surround^ by a group of market-women. Trodden 
under foot by these furies, I should have perished under 
their blows, if Girardin, who followed me, and called to 
my assistance two door-keepers of the assembly, had not 
freed me by dragging me by the legs out of the passage. 
During this struggle, an individual whom I will not name, 
and who, in (he mutual massacre of the terrorisla, afler- 
wards perished on the scaffold, eneourag^ these women. 

I heard him say distinctly, ** It is he! it in Diimasl'^ I 
must also say that some of our most ardent adversaries, 
placing us between them, favored our departure. I con¬ 
cealed, as well as I could, the disorder of my head-dress 
and of my tom clothes, and took refuge inthedepdioftha 
war-office, of which I was still director, and which 1 had 
caused to be transferred from Versailles to (ho house of 
M. Dcvillc, in the place Vend^me, near the Chancery. 

Exposed without defence to the popular fury, which 
was constantly excited against us, we resolved, at least 
such of us os could communicate with each other, to in¬ 
form the president of these attacks, and not to appear in 
the following sittings till we should have obtained satisfac¬ 
tion and socurily for our persons. However, on the fol¬ 
lowing day, the 3th of August, every thing appearing to 
me sufficiently quiet, I returned to the assembly witli my 
friend Theodore Lamelh. Going first to the military com¬ 
mittee, I there met one of my colleagues in the same com¬ 
mittee, d’Espinassy, an officer of artillery, who voted con¬ 
stantly with die Gironde, a man of honor and probity, 
who was sincere in his republican opinions, and who ab¬ 
horred monarchy as much as I did myself. We had a 
• mutual esteem for each other. He blamed what he called 
my prejudices, as 1 lameoted his error. D’Espitiassy 
came up to me, took me aside, and said, "Do you know 
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that you and some of yon r friends, but you especially run 
great danger?’’ ^ No, unless it is such as il is our duty to 
brave as long as possible/’ You will inevitably be as¬ 
sassinated.” ** I have received many similar warnings/* 

^ This is more certain; yesterday evening 1 remained the 
last in one of our bureaux, separated from the next by a 
wooden partition. I heard your name, that of Gimrdin, 
and some others. Listening attentivelv, though the per¬ 
sons spoke in a low voice, no part of this conversation 
escaped me.” (The speakers were three men, who, a few 
hours afterwards, figured in the loo famous commune of 
Paris, subsequently in the most atrocious scenes, and lastly 
on the scaffold.) ** You are watched; you have no secure 
asylum; come to my house.” I did not accept this gene¬ 
rous offer. I press^ d’Bspinassy’s hand, and thanking 
him, promised to keep tlie secret, and to have recourse, 
according te circumstances, to his generous support, and 
especially to his good advice. It will be seen with what 
intoresi (his worthy comrade watched over me till the end 
of the session. I constantly corresponded with him, and 
since his death in exile, with his family. 

The sitting of the Oth August was only a continuation 
of anarchical manifestations. The conspirators, almost at 
the moment of explosion, being still imcertain of success, 
endeavored to regain in the assembly the ground which 
(hey had lost on the preceding day by (he rejection of the 
mo(ion to impeach Lafayette. Lamarque, before treating 
the question of the king’s dethronement, which he had 
proposed, announced a decree which contained an urgent 
measure, preparatory to this great question. ** The exe¬ 
cutive power,” said he, ‘^has very openly declared war 
against the legislative b^y and the whole nation; this is 
a truth acknowledged by all the members of (he assem¬ 
bly.” Speak for yourself,” interrupted Becquey; ‘‘the 
assembly desires no such spokesmen as you.” Lnmarque 
resumed his speech, whidi was the most inflammatory 
we had yet been obliged to hear. With a refinement of 
perfidy, be explained how the struggle ought to begin, and 
how the king had prepared it, and would commence a 
civil war. After this sinister prophecy, Lamarque pre¬ 
sented his draft of a decree, in which we find the germ of. 
(he law against the suspect^, of the certificates of civism, 
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and, in short, of all the acts of violence which were de« 
•▼eloped tinder the convention. 

Tne intention of ihis discourse evidently was to antici* 
pate, and if possible to destroy, the impression which 
would be prMuced by the declaration of the deputies, 
who, on leavinff the precedine silting, had been subject to 
the insults and the fury of the Maiseillais and their 
numerous accomplices. Our letters addressed to the pre¬ 
sident were read from the tribune. The first and most 
remarkable was that of Froudito, who, having attacked, 
with equal courage and eloquence, the party of the Gi¬ 
ronde, had been sent to the abbey. He was one of (hose 
deputies, who, being pelted with stones and covered with 
mud, and even beaten, had taken refuge in tKe corps de 
garde of the Palais Hoyal. His letter was too faithful a 
narrative to be borne by the real instigators of these acta 
of violence. The reading of this and other letters was, 
however, finished amidst the murmurs and threats of the 
galleries, and of their advocates in the assembly. AU 
these complaints, however, had no other effect than to 
increase the agitation of the assembly. Dejoly, tho minis¬ 
ter of justice, transmitting pontive warnings of the im¬ 
pending sedition, declared that the laws were powerless, 
and called for the intervention of the legislative body to 
insure public safely. Resderer, the procurator-generaU 
syndic, came himself to the bar to give an account of the 
measures which had been taken by the directory of tho 
department, and of his personal intercourse with the mayor 
of Paris. He aojuainted the assembly with a resolution, 
taken by the section of the Quinae-Vingts, the substance 
of which was, that if the legislative body had not decided 
by midnight on the following day upon the fate of the 
king, the tocsin would be sounded and the g^n^ral beat, 
in Older that the people might rise en maste. This reso¬ 
lution further dedai^ ^at it shotdd be communicated to 
the forty^ven sections, as also to the federalists, inviting 
them to agree to it. 

R<Bderer informed the assembly that this resolution of 
the section of the Quiose-Vingts (Faubouig Saint-Antoine) 
having been rejected as unconstitutional by other sect ions, 
. and denounced to the department by that of the king of 
Sicily, the directory, coo sideling that the sections could not 
del iterate, except upon municipal subjects, and that armed 
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bodies caonot deliberate upon any subjects^ had resolved 
that the municipality should lake such measures as were 
in its power to prevent the sounding of the tocsin, de* 
nounc^ by the section of the king of Sicily, and should 
inform the coundl of it without delay; that the mnDici*^ 
pality, conformably to the decree of the council of the 4th 
of this month, should cause the dedsions of the sections to 
be given to it every da^, and should send them to the 
council. The directory invited all the citizens to join, in 
order to bring about the re-establi^ment of tranquillity, if 
it wero interrupted, and the execution of the law. By this 
act of its administration the directory of the department of 
the Seine had entirely fulhlled its duty, and called on the 
mayor of Paris to do his. The latter hastened to acquit 
himself of his responsibility to the assembly, and espccioDy 
to tho chiefoof the inenrrecibn, in whoso secrets he was 
initialed. He gave an account of the measures which ho 
had taken to conform to Uie decrees of the directory; illu¬ 
sory measures, the motive and tho insnfiiciency oi which 
ho confessed in the following terms, which deserve to be 
onoted. because they contain a memorable lesson: Censi- 
oer, gentlemen, I entreat you, what is the public force. 
The public force is composed of all the citizens, which 
citizens have their poUdeal opinions, and it cannot be dis¬ 
sembled that the public force is not under arms to deiibe- 
rate, but it deliberatos in the sections, since no one can be 
in a section without being an active citizen, uor can any 
one be an active citizen without being at iho same lime a 
national guard; and when the sections are in a state of 
pormanence, when they are engaged with the public dan¬ 
gers, when they present addresses to the national assembly, 
then you must believe, gentlemen, that the members who 
compose these sections are at the same time the national 
gua^ itself, and that this public force is then divided In 
opinion. It would be extremely dangerous to oppose the 
public force to the public force. 

Vain subtleties, useless edbrtsi The corruption of 
popular opinion, the confusion of all the elements of social 
order, were at the height The constitution which was 
atilL appealed to, no longer existed, and the assembly was 
but too foithful an image of this state of anarchy. The 
^leakersof the Gironde, terrified at the approach ingdenoue- 
ment which they fancied they had so skilfully prepared, 
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and in which they were already no more than secondary 
actors, wished at least to appear upon the stage before this 
terrible crisis. Guodet aud Verguiaud spoke, and de¬ 
claimed against the result of the sitting in which the ma¬ 
jority had declared for General Lafayette. Guadet in 
particular affected to censure the constitutional party, and 
to accuse it of connivance with the foreigners who invaded 
• the kingdom. Being called upon to explain himself 
without ambiguity, he accused us of having, since the 
&3giDning of the session, fauned tho dre oi discord in 
Paris. was almost pointing us out by name to the 

daggers of the asaassios, who had Insulin and pursued 
us tho day before. Thus ended this sitting of the 9lh of 
August; almost at the moment when the tocsin was 
sounded—a sitting which may be considered as the last of 
the legislative assembly, alter which there was not even 
any appearance of liberty of opinion. 

Here I ato|), since, ou reviewing my reminiscences, 
I cannot find in ihem any personal testimony respect¬ 
ing the events of the lOih of August, 1733, I was 
noitiier an actor nor a witnesa on that occasion, and 
therefore confine mvself to recording in lliose memoirs the 
facts wfiich passed Mfore my cyoe, the part which I may 
have taken in them, and my consdentious opinion. I 
will, therefore, continue iny depositions. If the colempo- 
rary witnesses of these great catastrophes, questioning 
(liemselves on what they really saw, and the impressions 
which they received in the several positions in which they 
wero plsc^, answer and testify with the same sincerity, 
the^ will bequeath to posterity the elements of a sentence, 
which future liistoriaus will have to pronounce. A young 
writer, already celebrated, I mean M. Thiers, has amici- 
paled them, and appears to me, especially in his narrative 
of the 10th of August, to have placed himself in the true 
point of view. This part of the history of the revolution 
does tho greatest honor to his talents, not only on account 
of the nervous, brilliant, aud animat^ style in which he 
•has painted the scones and the characters, but also on 
account of the care he has taken to search for original 
documents, which might afford him the clearest light, and 
the skill and precidon with which he has develop^ all 
, the springs of this vast and deep-laid conspiracy against 
the monarchy. I have always thought, as I have just 
yoL. I—27 
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ttki, that it is only for the writer of sDother age to die- 
corer the truth acoidst ao mao 7 conflicting narratirea^ 
either erroneous ot dictated by paasioD; and yet 1 do not 
believe that diis period, the most important in our history, 
can ever be written with more energy az^ impartiality, 
and from all that I have been able to learn, either di^tly 
or indirectly, I declare that 1 give the aoibor implicit 
credit 

In the evening of the pth of August, I returned alone 
to the war depbt, where M. DevtUe, the proprietor of that 
building, and a deputy of one of the departments of 
Auvergne, who always voted with ut, had caused apart¬ 
ments to be prepared for me. A few moments after¬ 
wards the tocsin was sounded in all the quarters of Paris. 
I passed the night in the meet painful anxiety, and to¬ 
wards seven o’clock in the morning set out for the os^m- 
bly, whither M. DeviUe had gone before me. As I was 
crossing the Place Veuddme, and perceived at the gate of 
the Peuillantsa tumultoous crowd round a hackney-coach, 
DeviUe ran up to me and said, Go no further, you are 
undone if you advance a few steps. Let us hasten back 
immediately; I will explain to you.” 1 followed him. 

There is there,” said he, "a band of assassins, who 
have stopped and murdered, and cut off the heads of a 
patrole, who, they said, were royalista The hackney- 
coach which they have just stopp^, was conveying our 
colleague Delmas,” (one of our most ardent adversaries, 
Dehnas of Toulouse;) "be told his name, but the furious 
mob, understanding that be said Dumas, had dragged 
him out of the coach, and had already ill used him. It 
would have been all over with him hid not other mem¬ 
bers of the assembly hastened to his assistance, and certi¬ 
fied that it was Delmas, and oot the traitor Dumaa” 
Under these circumstances, to escape the fury of the 
assassins, conscious that I folfillM all my duties, and 
that the obeeure sacrifice of my life could be of no ser¬ 
vice to my country, 1 renounced the intention of going to 
the assembly^i 1 commiasioDed my colleague to inform 
my friend 'raeodore Lameth, and to make known the 
reasons of my aboence to those of our friends, who, more 
fortunate than myself had been able to repair to tbeir 
•poet The Place Vendbine was filled with the crowd 
which followed the wretdies, who carried heads on the 
Mids of their piJM jSbove aU I MM toiM horror 
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very young roen ehitdrtnt playing with htadf^ 
tkrowing them into iht air, and rteeiving them on the 
ende qf (heir siiekt. 11118 passed but a short time before 
the dischat^e of dre^nns in th^ attack and the assault of 
the palace of the Tutleries. At the fim cannot-shot, the 
crowd which filled the Place Vendbme and choked up 
the Rue Saint Honori dispersed and fled in all directions. 
Soon aflorwards cries of victory were heard, aud the 
mass of people flowed back with the same precipitation, 
p'^ing about the environs of the hall. A little later, in 
the midst of this tumult, we saw the famous T^roigue, on 
horseback, in a scarlet riding habit, followed by a great 
number of workmen, carrying ropes and all sorts of 
loola She rode round the iiatiite or Louis XIV insulting 
the great monarch, and crying, ** Fall, tyrant!’’ The Iron 
railing which surrounded the pedestal was tom away in 
an instant; they scaled and put ropes round the head, 
neck, and croup of the horse; they made long and 
fruitless exertions; but it was not till the next day, after 
they bad de&ced the pedestal and filed the screws end the 
fastenings, that they could move the mass. It fell on the 

[ pavement, nnd was broken into several pieces. I had 
earnt from M. Deville what had passed in the assembly. 
Soon oflerwards Theodore Lameth joined me. Several 
houses on the Place VendOme had been searched; and as 
that in which we were was watched, M. aud Madame 
Deville being jostlv alarmed, I and my friend leR the 
house by a door which open^ into the Rue Neuve du 
Luxembourg, in order to reach the Faubourg St. Germain. 
Much confusion still prevailed; and in the Place Louis 
Quiuze the dead bodies of the unhappy Swiss, who had 
been pursued and massacred, were stripped, insulted and 
examined by the women. My pen cannot trace the 
outrages of this unbridled rage. We took refuge for the 
night in a house in the Rue Saint^Domlniqne, the owners 
of which were absent from Paris. On the following day 
after having consulted together on the inevitable conse* 
quence of the horrible victory of the factious, and recoU 
lecfing the warning which had been given me, we judged 
that our return to the assembly, if it did not absolutely 
ensure our safety, was at least the course which oflered 
us the best ebaoM, and we resolved to appear at the 
evening sitting. The inviolability of the persons of the 
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deputies, though it had already been infringed, was a 
matter in which all the members of the assembly had a 
common interest, ho we rer unable it bad been to maintain 
this constitutional privilege. In the midst of this confii' 
sion, notwithstanding the dispersion of a great number of 
our friends, we had still the right, and perhaps also the 
duty ot completing the fulfilment of our trust, in concur* 
ring by our counsels in the defence of (ho territory. 
Theodore Lanieth and myself entered the hall on the 
side of the /acobins, since called the Mountain; on thr.t 
side the benches were closely filled; those on which wc 
usually sat wore, on the contrary, rcry empty.* As wc 
crossed (he hall, wo met and almost ran against Robes* 
plerro, who, coming out of the bar with some petit lonora, 
was passing in a contrary direction, to enjoy tho honors 
of the sitting at the summit of (he Mountain. Wo had 
scarcely taken our usual places, when Merlin de Thion* 
ville, with whom, notwithstanding tho extravagance of 
his opinions, I have never coas^ to bo connected by 
mutual esteem, gave me a proof of probity which I take 
pleasure in recording here. lie vciiturea to come and 
and scat himself between us. Why arc you como 
here?’* said ho; you know to what you expose your* 
selves? Look at those demagoguoa*’ ** Wc come to do 
our duty; to take the new oath which is required, and to 
sit till the close of the session.” ^ Well, then, wait only 
a quarter of an hour; you will ascend tho tribune; and 
when you have taken (he oath, do not stay a moment in 
yotlr seats, and then endeavor to slip away.” Wc fol¬ 
lowed his advice, and retired by the passages behind tho 
bureau of the president. 

If I were writing the history of (he Revohition, I should 
horc have to draw the dark picture of the ruins of (he 
social fabric, and q /*iht greater disorder Mo which any 
nalion has ever faUen, I should have to show, first, the 
national representation usurpiugall tho powers constituted 
by the fun^mental law, aud abdicating tho exercise of 
them by the illegal convocation of a convention. 1 should' 
then have to analyse the acts of this assembly during the 


* An«r ill th«t bid pataed darios* tba preceduky da^ the reproach 
dmiad by tone prejodeced wrilore cftinA tke conotiUUontl porLj, which 
ttUcked, purwed «qd di^oroc^ by tbo utomot of the faction, in 
i^WitioQabty % piiuiifeat injoetice. 
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forty days iq which it wiriTed itself; acts by which, 
'home down as it was under the mins of the consiitution 
which it bad oTerthrown, prored that it was now but the 
instrument of the sanguinary faction which domineered 
OTor it, and dictated its decrees. 

Hie Girondins endearored, in rain, to seem to direct, 
in the storm, the dismantled Tossel of the state. Their 
tardy moderation rendered them suspected by the new 
^powor which rose above thenL Hie constitutional party 
was proscribed and disdained; the Gitoudins were at* 
talked; domiciliary Ttsits were made in the houses of 
some of them, and especially in that of Brissot The hall 
of the asaemhly and tne bureaux were an asylum for them 
also. I remember that, haying come one morning, verp 
early, to the place where the united legislative and niili- 
tarv committees held their sittings,! was very much asto* 
nishod at finding Coiidorcet lying under the table. It was, 
I believe, on the 13th of August, the very day on which 
he proposed the famous addreae to the French pei^le, 
which was an historkal and philosophical review of all 
the late events, and all the acts of the legislative assembly, 
from the commencecnent of tho session to the lOth of Au* 
gust inclusive, a memoir in justification of the policy of 
the Girondins, and of all the violations which they nad 
proposed or tolerated, to attain the object which escaped 
them. 

The intractable Jacobins left to the Girondins and their 
friends but a very slight influence in the exercise of power. 
Though the independents had supported by their votes 
the nomination of the ministers, Roland, Clavi^re, and 
Servan, on account of their just reputation for probity and 
humanity, they had not even attempted to oppose the 
choice of Danton as minister of justice. That audacious 
tribune, who was in fact dictator, despising half measures, 
and every kind of circumspection, took upon himself alone 
the responsibility for every thing which appeared to him 
to be necessary to consummate the democratic counter* 
revolution. In concert for some time with the envious 
Robespiene, and the leaders of the Jacobins and the Cor* 
delters,who sat in the assembly, he opposed to the repub* 
licans of the GiroDde the monstrous and formidable power 
of the commune of Pari^ an mferoa) council, in which 
another St. Bartholomew, the massacres of the 3d of Sep- 

97 * 
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tember, vas contnved. Lastlv, it would be just and con- 
aolatorf io show likewise, in tne picture of this period of* 
our history, the generous efforts of the national ardor to 
repel the invasion of the territory. If I was hindered, %s 
well as some of my brave companions, from seeking an 
asylum under the standards which triumphed at VaTmy, 

I at least labored to encourage tho formation into balta- 
lions of all those who hasten^ to the defence of the coun* 
try, and who thus by shedding their blood for the honor 
of tho French arms, atoned for the blood of the innocent 
victims sacnficed by the assassina I very constantly 
attended the sittings of the military committee, and was 
several times commissioned to make reports, and propose 
decrees relative to the organisation of the armies. I had 
doubtless many political adreraaries, but no personal ene¬ 
my*, and amon^ my coltei^ues, the most araent revolu¬ 
tionists did justice to my zeal and my patriotic molives. 

I was consulted on the means of defending tho capital, 
and indicated the points which it was necessary to fortify, 
and the distribution of tho voluntary laborers, as ono of 
the most effectual means to restore order and culm tlio 
mass of the people. 

The first news of the talcing of Longvy and Verdun 
had excited the greatest exasperation. Wo learnt every 
day the arrest, tho condemnation, the execution of persons 
wnom the search made in tlie palace and in private houses 
had implicated, or even reuaered suspected. I was in¬ 
formed by a member of the committee of surveillance of 
the assembly that 1 had been again denounced to that of 
the commune. D’Bspinassy, whom 1 had consulted, 
urged me to quit the assembly before the end of August, 
b^use the inflammatory speeches in the clubs, end in 
the sections, and especially in the public and numerous 
meetings of the commune of Paris, left no doubt that a 
great InsurrectioQ was ai hand. 1 did not see any neces¬ 
sity for making any change in my usual way of life. I 
had, however, taken precaution to send out of my house a 
very intelligent poetilion, in whom I could place entire * 
confidence. I had given him a cabriolet and two good 
horses, pennittiog bim to go on the stand, and to let them 
for his own profit, promising to give him the two horses 
as a reward, if he would take me out of Paris when 1 
should give him notice. 1 advised bim to attend his sec- 



UASSACUS or SEPTSMBEA. 


$15 


Hon, to get acquainted with the most ardent patriots, to 
provide himself with all the certificates which might be 
useful to bitn, and to come sometimes during the night, to 
give me an account of what be had seen and heard. 1 
liavc already said that I had left the house of my father- 
in-law, M. Uelarue^rbecause the famous Hebert, member 
of the commune of Paris, who governed my section, was 
qne of those who had denounced me. 

« On Sunday, (he 2 d of September, I bad been to dine 
with my friend Theodore do Lamcth, at Cho HDlel de 
Laincth, in thn Rue Notre Dame des Champs. The gar¬ 
den of tkie hotel joined the Rue Vaugirard, opposite the 
church of (he Carmes. About seven o’clock wo heard a 
great tumult, and soon afterwards a dreadful cry. This 
was uttered by the priest, who had been brought into the 
church, and whom the people were murdering amidst 
cries of “ Vive la nation!’’ wnilc the tocsin was sounding 
on every side. 

We were leaving the hotel to return to (ho assembly, 
when my valehdc-chambre, Philip, came (o inform me 
that they had surrounded the house of my father-in-law, 
and were making a domiciliary visit. 1 did not hesitate 
to go thither, assuring my friend (hat I should soon join 
him in the assembly. I passed very near the Abbey Saint 
Germain, to reach the Pont Ncuf, and heard the cries of 
the crowd which surrounded lltat scene of carnage. It 
was night when I reached (he street I'h^vcnot. 1 found 
the house surrounded byfen(mcis,who,on my giving my 
name, made way for mo. Ou going up to apartment 
the first person I met was Hebert, who exhibited to me 
(he order of the commune (o seal up my papers. He was 
accompanied by two other munictpal officers and soma 
members of the section. They had already put iheir seals to 
my library and the drawers of my writing-table. Hap¬ 
pily my secretary, M. Siiuonot, formerly a subaltern officer 
in the regiment of Cond6, had displayed much firmness, 
and had not sufiered a single paper to be toudied. He 
* had watched these police officers, to be certain that they 
did not slip in any paper which might aflerwards be made 
use of against me. Being sure that there was nothing 
that could Implicate me, nothing that had even the appear¬ 
ance of intrigue, nothing but what 1 had declared publidji 
in the assembly, I said to Hebert, passing my hand under 
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one of the tapes with which my writing table bad beeii 
secured, that as a deputy I could tear off these seals, be- 
cause I did not recognise in the commune, or any autho- 
tity, the right to order such a Tiolatiou of my domicile, 
but that being perfectly at ease respecting the issue of his 
search, J refrained from oppoeing it,.and should go and 
gire an account of it to the committee of surveillance of 
Uie assembly. They withdrew, excusing themselves on 
the score of the necemity of executing the orders which 
they had received^ and for which they said they were not 
respoDiible. 

I repaired to the assembly, taki^ those precautions, 
which the coincidence of this domiciliary visit with the 
fearful events of this day, and the situation of Paris, could 
not bit to surest I first entered the committee of surveiU 
lance, at which Rov^ presided Besides the members 
of the committee, about twenty deputies were standing 
around the table. All preserved silence, and appeared to 
be very attentive. I instantly recognised the accused per¬ 
son whom they were questioning; it was count de Mont* 
morin, governor of Footainbleau, who had already been 
iulerroMed at the bar of the aseembly in the sitting of the 
30th of August There had been found in his apartments 
in the palace a paper in his hand-writing, in whidi he had 
noted the result of a conversation between some deputi^ 
which he had overheard io the court-yard of the Feuil- 
lants. It related to the plan for conveying the king and 
royal family to Compi^ne, there to call some troo^ from 
the array, and assemble the deputies who were disposed 
to remain bithful to their oath to maintain the constitu¬ 
tion. No d^uty was named in this paper, and M. de 
Montmoriu firmlv refused to point them out He pro¬ 
tested that be had only overhe^ a conversation, and that 
be did not know the names of the speakers. He persisted 
in ^viiig no other iofonnatioo, bemdes the declarations 
which he bad already made. He was taken back to prison, 
and atoned with his head for his devoteduess and fimmess. 

The committee of surveillance took into consideration 
my complaint of the sealing up of my papers, assuring me 
that justice should be done, and that the ille^ authority 
wbi^ the commune assumed should not be permitted. 
However, the seals were not taken off till six days after¬ 
wards, on an order of the committee of surveillance, with- 
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out any further investigation. 1 went to the assembly» 
'where I witnessed the vain efforts which were made to 
slop the massacres, and heard the appointment of the com¬ 
missioners, and the deplorable and shameful report which 
they made on their return from the abbey. On going the 
next day to the military committee, I there found Santerre 
and his aid-de-oainp, Dugazon, sm actor, whose ridiculous 
dress might have been a subject of laughter under less 
deplorable circumstances. We pointed out to the now 
commander of the armed force, the means which it was 
in his power to employ to put an end to this horrible 
butcfiory. He coldly protest^ that he was unable to do 
so. So much innocent blood shed in these days of murder 
and of mourning was surpassed in atrocity by the apology 
of the assassins. We were condemned to hear the songs 
of victory, worthy of those who had triumphed. From 
those fatal days, till the dissolution of the assembly on the 
20 th of September, I coukl think of nothing but these 
scenes of horror, and during this mortal anguish, my mind 
being unable to rest on any consolation, I was ashamed, 
nay 1 almost reproaclied myself for having survived my 
country. 

I have already'said that, foreseeing the inevitable catas¬ 
trophe, 1 had sent my mother-in-law, my wife, and two 
daughters to Havre. My father-in-law remained alone at 
Paris. Doing much esteemed in his section, ho had not 
been molested since 1 had ceased to reside iu his house. 
My brother-in-law,^ Delanio, had accompanied my second 
brother, Saint Fulcrand, one of the coinmissarios, to the 
army of Lafayette. My other brother,Duma8 do St. Mar¬ 
cel, colonel 01 the regiment of Auvergne, had just been 
dismissed from thearray by general ])nmnuriez,on account 
of his name. He venturi to join me at Faria, where he 
arrived on the 3d of September, and afler having seen the 
minister Servan, with whom I had formerly been very 
intimate when he served in the regiment of the Dauphin, 
Saint Marcel resolved to disregard the order of Dumou- 
* riez, and to rejoiu bis regiment, which then occupied the im¬ 
portant position of tlie defile of Islettes, under the command 
of general Dillon, who, seeing that he had put off his 
colonel’s epaulettes, and taken those of a grenadier, re¬ 
solved to combat and to perjsli iu the ranks, obliged him 
to resume his post Dumouriez, nteeting my brother at 
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the head of his fb or battaiiooi, a8er the brilliant action 
which hs had iDaintaifwd, ga?e him his band* sayiogi 
** *rhi8 is, indeed, the place tSid. the manuer in vhi^ we 
should be recoocUed.’’ 

1 continued tili the end of the aesnon to take an active 
part in the proceeding of the military and diplomatic com¬ 
mittees. In the sitting of the 19th, 1 presented to the 
assembly, in the name of the committees united to the 
extraordinary commission, the draft of a decree relative to 
the exchange of prisoners. My counsels, my sincere Leri 
in every thing that might concur to the defence of the 
territory, to the increase and to the organisation of the 
national forces, daily acquired me more and more the 
esteem, and even the confidence of some of our most ardent 
poiitieai adversaries. I even received from them a pro* 
poeal, which I was very br from expecting. ^ Why would 
you leave us?’^ they asked; **W6 uo not doubt your pa¬ 
triotism; we will get you elected ioto the new convention. 
You will be useful to us, and we shall be able to support 
you against the prejudices which you may have reason to 
fear.’’ 1 answered, that 1 did not tliiok 1 could make part 
of an assembly Ule^ily convoked without violating my 
oaths; that I had done mv utmost to oppose the overthrow 
of the constilucioQ which had been iwom to, and that I 
could never with good (kith connive at so flagrant a viola¬ 
tion of ail the laws. 

My presence in the military and diplomatic committees, 
unitt^ to the exirordinary commission, sometimes made 
roe witness of the discussions of the principal leaders of 
the Girondins and those of the revolutionary parties on 
the best manner of proceeding to change the form of govern¬ 
ment. The Girondins proposed that as soon as the Con¬ 
vention should bs constituted, a report should be made on 
the state of the country, and that the basis of a republican 
government should be laid down, and Immediately dis¬ 
cussed. OeoBoun^ and Briasot developed their opinion 
with a display of l^ic and eloquence, when Merlin de 
'FhionviUe interrupt^ the cn, saying abruptly, ** You are 
making game of us; what ne^ is there of all these orato¬ 
rical flourishes? We moat keep ourselves equal to tlie 
mrcumstances. We shall decree the republic by aedama- 
tion at the first sitting.” 
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To |iTe ondh lo iMr pbo of ooorpotMP tod lo toowtoa tbo peopto to It, 
propooilwoo oiibvoroire or erer^ kind of order end of fovomroe&t vert eoo- 
linotll/ bro«|M fbrwtrd, end thoee vbo did to did ool bloMi to npport 
them ^ ooAitbfui ooetolaone or edieui entopteot Tboe Brioeol, in hie 
■peecb oftbeStb of Jol/tio order to eupforl e dbo^eiei^ pend^ with 
e view lo obtain Ifae euepeoaioe of the mw nepoetiof tniliur^ preoletMO, 
the eflhot of which woold have been to dieeolve the whole trmjr, AleiM 
the bialo^ of Great BriUin, by epeakiof ia the feUowijw (erma of C/oin* 
weQ:^** TVre 4e a lene neerel ^brre,** eekl be; ** aieer yw t ree l eee 
lile eecrtf farming Uea le JmtUi Creeiieeti et Ue eft ff /ertp Aed never 
Acd e neecal ia lie Wad; eix yeere e/lenMrde he gwinii dehiee ee ceei* 
MBder4a-chaef, heomee the /elol nde ef atUiCerf yroMectea did aei eeiet." 

Cromwon, el the efe of oMleeik, eerred io the ertnv of the Prioee of 
Orenfo, which wee the eobooT of the free t ee t foaereb m Eorope; be wee 
with Ihie ermy ia the eetipeifa of fS98. ead efUrwerdi eervM efeiaet 
Freeee. ia tbo mgp of Roeoolle, la l697«ldSfi. Whcs e Donber of the 
Mouee of CoaiaMoa, beia^ eothoeieetie lod brtfe, be wee enidored aa 
eeily ee 1649 in the ohenoiof of a»jor, ia the enajr wbkh the PirfieaMot 
ief led eieioet the Uof. By bb near he roee rapidly to the rank of UeOi 
(eoeot>^eivl, bet be Dover oonaeaded ia chief,* except the divieioo of 
mlieomtery troope which ftiaed ia 1646 the dniian Uub of Preetoo. 
T\m war wee dabbed whea (be retireiaeot of Sir IVanea Feh^ placed 
him at the heed of aa enay which br lea yoare bed been iccoetoBed to 
ooMoer, under Bieex, Meaoheeler, Leene, the two Fairiaxea, Waller, Daaby, 
tod hinielC An intrepid aoldier, ea iot^lifeat coeacDaBdcr, CrecaweU wee 
aot, however, iadebtod for bia eecoeae to bb mifilen ubobalooe, bot llho* 
wbe to bb dee^id btrijraae, to the l eeo u icee of aoetiriea, which wee at 
that tioM alhpowerfuL Ha did not owe bb ednaoeiDnt lo (ha want of 
roba Ibr mUitarv proMioo, bet to hb diatiofobbed earrioee, to hb leoiaa, 
aad to the oabeU, which he eo weO knew bow to oeenhiae. Becondad after* 
warda hj Geaonb Irotoo (hb ace a bw,) Leobort, Monk, Verooo, Lod« 
low, and Harrieoe, hb ereataree, he wee nieed to the Preieetenie by n 
Parlboieot, the oMjorily of which wee bebb or eetrnpled; by the Pwitaae 
and the PreabyterbjM, eeote wboae docmaa ha hed eahraced, and whi^ 
reeeaibbd thoeei/oCbtf taeb wh^ eaeaed to have the ooat uiflaeMi oa 

* The author b here m error. Cnawell Wie in the 

beUbaofDuaberatid Wortetfer. * 
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tht tctDfll reformer* of the French conatitotSon; bj tlie Indeperutent**^ . 
tD/Merioa* acet* aprasf fnm PraabTUrufllam, bet oompeaed of turbulent 
m«n« vhoae relipottii moral, and ptineiple* were tb* aame aa iJiooo * 

of the modem by the antaiom, poor, ifoomot, tad ofaecure men * 

bat greedy, praaQEOptuooa, aod md, «h^ like oar i&wsMirca. *tfi*at 
cnade petitfona and tbeo dicteted lawa; by the red bratbera, a regiment com- 
Doacd of the brmroet of all tho foetiooe, and the imitation whicb it would 
oe eaay to find aoMogat ocTtain wbo want nothing more than to 

be formed and trained by a Cromwell. Soeb are itw degree* by which thia 
modat, quoted by M. Pnewiit. eoecceded In Mpproeeiog the eonelitution of 
hla country, in eai^agatiagthe l^al aothoritlee. in eoodoeting the uaforlii* 
nate Charm I. to the acaReld, om eeatlng blmi^raaadoapoi, though with 
a modeat UUe» on tbe tbrooe of hi* King. We well know what were Uia 
eanaequoocea of tbu uearpationi the gorerameot of Cronwell waa tpranui- 
eaU bii aon waa etpelled; Charlee II. waa reetored; the jodgcaefCharlea I. 
■e fared the puniehmeot of traitor*; and the memory or the oaurpor le aliU 
deioeted by the Eogliah, who atone for bie erimo by an annail oomoiemo- 
ratiea. 


END OF VOL. 1. 
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OPINIONS OP THE REVIEWEBS. 


Frm tU m»dUf /dy, tm 

Tb«ra trt ao 4M<fo«Uo hail* to nyioM of Renunoo. Bioo* kiA|B» 

horodOi umI rtolwpop hovo iMod tboir woj iate ih* mw onUr of hbtorioai 
roo)«AC*» w* M* BO food nojofl why poet* •boahl Bot be odaiUed oIm. 
Their h?e^ it U tniOi ero not eo foil if wklr.tod eeldoa yield a Avonble 
opoo of ■dfeotoroi; but thee wbet • vieioe of aeoUl eUitiELp, of thMHus 
ee Eep^ee. of la*eatuMe« peaHrt!t| eeceotfkitiee> u>d unavulged eyoev- 
laliooe ia the UA of e poefc The only ireoed of dietroet ie, oot in the 
metier of e poet’* etpwioMeei but i& Im power of Ibe norellit to deUMtU 
tbea. An experimeot of Ibi* ktfwl —the ooldeot perhtp* orer ettempted^ 
he* reoeotU been oeeeyod ie e work mll«d ** fibalupMro lod hi* Fmode** 
* * * ^lioro 1* ooneiderebl* eleliiy in ihl* produotkei, t jut epproolo* 
tko of eooiel e^ iBte]l*ot04l o^reeteneijoit eod e ooneUnl poetioel eypi. 
pelby jo the fivtOAoe of the omb who coefierrod iaperubeble luetre upett 
tbel iDomonUe of*. 8hek*poer*, to be k bet* reprtoaoled. reeliee* the 
feotlenrw end pwily wkioh wo Belarohy oliof to *e Iroe lUribuUe of ble 
nA: we heee eomethiof of tbo kfiiyt hot none of the vice* tfaet hove been, 
we GBBoot bolp thieki^. re*Uy eaoribed to liia^ be ie hero ehowB in ell 
the AeclAftlioo* ef hie Ame, witboQt eoy of ihoee detrectiooei whkhi 
whether juelly or lUyueCJy dedoced frost aie poeM U wquM he hue dk^ 
tojehy to bie feeiiN to ioUodooe in • work ef Ibie deecriptioo.* Tboro ere 
eoae do nr lyriCB ocetlerod tbroefb Ibe roJaeMei wbieh, oa the whole, ere 
hiffalj erodileble (o tbo writer. 

Awe 7ktr*f Bdmhurgk /eerweiykr Jtilf* 

He be, i* Aith, e mooetroa* bold men Ihie etoM Muter Anoeynooe, 
eutbor of "Sbekepeere end hie Prinde,**—e bdd omo end witbel a furto* 
sate! He belh m o r oooe r eosM ahrewd notion of Iba if* about which be 
writeth, eod of ita mea; e food jedfSMOl of dnoulie ^ aeeoio oErclj e 
.aherp oja for pictveaqoa oireoeaeUJMe; rare boswr, and a w n y cooeeitj 
nttie learaiAf; eod eb^ eO, a moet Ameui tad abedute ooorife, that 
nerer haha w UeDOhea. • • * Wo beTo boeo oomewhat eopkoe io 
extrectas hot the lote aobdetlnf kelworo Jeanne end MaeCer Prencia, wa 
eoaaidar the Sneet end moat e^oal and paaaronate tblof to tba eerioBa 
portien of the vdosaea; end we iberefbra wiab to totrodoea the meroet'a 
deafhter to her fall propoctaooe, wHl^aU ber atthbolaa and traa woimdIt 
miafhilitiae end all ber fraiHiee of womanly TeoRj qule a* true. ■ ■ * 
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OtMuUr Ptfwwi. fdUw rwnk u»d foOitotloM cf IbvMfnotUj of&S 
Jeom» BmubobV FtaUbir, Daoa«t QiWafi. Cwaw, Shakipetn* tnd a lo^ 
list, wbidi Dtkas the tnooth mt«r, of tbs Boot wits ^ tbo limo, 

wo ooo M&fd lo f wo BO oocooDt vhotonr. Dvbo f^npifcin, Um ludb^i 
bor ^ofbtar Kslo, ood her drmvor Banobj, vo aoefa eopitsl in Umr 
■osotol woj^ 00 io Bvoab; Broddlo Iho iBd Us froop of ootoh 

Him. bot osJihor coa «o osort Id ibsM, honof oihsoslod our spoes with 
the irafk, »U«b oftsr all m»j aoi bo tbs Bost pepubr pui of on oxcood. 
ioflj tOrtctiTO aad entortoisiAf work. 

Kew MsiitUy IfbftttBr/sr Jmam. 

Tbo advestoro of tbo iMi sel to os scirrijM as Iba lotor*i sUrr is loaebiof. 
It Ibllowf Ba)e(fh*s ospoditloo, loads «o IhriMifh lbs psrils m South AiDv> 
ricao aotsrprissi aad oiblbiUof is ilroa|^ oelors lbs lolnpaditj, ardor, aod 
aotbosiasm of ibooe filkat BSTigaton, oarriM Iba nisd ak^ with It la 
poppotna] oxchoBoat 


llsv M. 

The aolher nas not szoloolfolp ooBdiMd hlooatf to the Globe or Um 
F ortuno of Um MorBaJd Tsfora, oeiihor solel/ lo tbo lapsotrisd stoambsrs 
wboro EUsabeth drafoenod bar oiloUlero, asd iHameed sueb of bar maids 
of hoBor as Ib n oek bor ftahbwi of esHbaej^ir pispod opoa lbs virf loaJs 
to sfaen toslafteboly ^ recoivod the froas SailerlM of bar soUsots. wJtb 
■*iodo^ II bo aacssdiayty dolloatolp wrlL** Tbo antbor of ** Sbabspaaro 
asd his foods'* baa ooaa that the **jfoldow ago** of Eagtond was lbs daj 
also of Um dlso u farero Um dsf whM a thirst Ibr glorp aad a apirii oC 
advonturo raostrad additional scroagth—as It wsro an alm^ pooitooJ di/co* 
tJsa and latsiMlU<»frsA human Ignsraiws aad orsdwlilj, wImb Pore sod 
Fotoai, asd Iba ladtoft Mao, IsoipM abroad ooom of tbo BMMfiUsol heotts 
of En^sod, alika rmUoas to siffMlMt ibomssttoa. aod to bsbsid tbo won- 
dm sad tho ttsasorss whorsoT ndh aarrals wore earront And hanoo, 
In tracing out tho fortacMs of Masisr Fraaois. the boro of lbs tola, ws aro 
wiseJ/ takse to asa with Ibo pllaai Ralsigh. While on our inTola. wo 
oneeoDtor Um eooSdiog Indues, aod tbs oobds CatbsHe prissl. and lbs 
gallsot ^aelard «f tha Ksw World aU taking part with groat Ilfs sod 
tpidi In many woodrees sdrantoros; io vblsh also figorM tbs hsroiM of 
tM lals, tbs msrotr's dsoghtsr of Bsstehsap, wbe, nil iboogh sbs was, 
deMrosd a bettor &to Ihan sbs fbond. ll Is oe tKgbt pratos to mf that sU 
Um wHdsr pertioes of tbs book ramiod os somsirhat of Ds Fos's oarrations. 
TbsT romM as. owroover, and tor mors vlvldlp, of the beet parts of ** Sir 
Ral^ EsboTi** wKhoot, bovovcr, being tlnelOM wllb Ibe tbppsrios and 
toitJeoiia wbleb spoUsd that rorj elersr book* 
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ZELICA DISCOVERING THE 
VEILED PROPHET, bf Cw- 
tmU. 

HINDA. hSU p Um^. 
NODBHAHAL ASLEEP, h ^ 
NAUOUNA4 by MmAm*. 


Thii It a btaoliftil tod tpltodid votoiM. Tht slMlteDth tdUioa It to 
fluinflp tdonttdi Ibtl ll will bt tttf tpt It etott Hi tl^Utt prtdtettttft 
It bt ntfItcltd. if aol RwfoUtQ.«X«lif*ry Gtf«a«. 

[Tht pUifli] btvt oM b^ txctUtd by ttj tuailtr prodatUot in Borcpt. 
Tht pretcnl editito It fol op io t nutl taperb iljlt, cod it quUt c pitot of 
lypo^ipliiecl iusor/.—Obtrrtir. 

^It csqaitHt pe^ loof tbt cdoirtlloe of ftcdtn of cB dottat, hu 
rootivod ao iiit cottly trdoJM btibrt ot c fom worthy of ilt iotarad btcoly 
end uoitorati popoltrily. 'Dw oobW diaontMot of Um book, Iht olttTnttt 
of tht ttpt. end tbt |tntn( tpleo^ of tbt ttyk Io wbitb R it prtptrtd, ia 
oil iti dapuiintota or vt, will rooooititftd il tirtab to tbt world ofmdM 
and lotcrt of pottry.—Aiiti. 

Thit DOW tdiiioo torptoati tU otbara io^dtodor tod rntfolScenet. Tbt 
fttUiif op it ptrftct; tofrcTiD^ poptr, print, tod bindiof^^od % reort 
adithUnl drtwijif.roon pttttot wo btft ioi ttto for o loof tim^ 

vioi tr i. Arof. 

Got of Ibe rootl toaplett tad botoiiftit Acatricaa tdilioDt of coy work 
tbit we bert tror y«t taco, it Ibt tupttb cetcfo editioo of Moort'a oritotcl 
pota IaIU RooUl Tbt daar, dtftol lypt eod Air brood aicrr io dott 
oott tytt food to look opoo tbeia, cod tbt toMotb Ihick ptper 1 $ luorj Io 
Ute fio^rt. Tbt iUoatrclkot ^ op coder Ibe eupeHottodenoo of Kr« 
ChtrW Uecth, era wdl eonedvA cod ttncnloH io • toptrior AvU. Tbt 
frootiapioco U co idacl portrcil of tbt yoonf priootti LcUt Roou, cad it 
oat of Ibt mtft notaadkl of tbt crlik't ooBOaptieob —Bwnuig 
wad Gtitoy. 

Tbit it t aifoiScoat ootevo odHioo of Moort'a pooler poon l^Qa 
Rookb. Wt hart teldon aeee a oist ridi cod bocotifal reiuot -or 00a 
batter eatoohltd to dacorata tht taotre uMe, in tba parlor wbtro UtU pr^ 
nil^or to iaertatt tbt traciortt io the boodairoTBecalj. ThUAmariocn 
» editioa it copied RoQ tbt aiootceotb Lo^eo tdiiioo, cad will beer c ^ 
eonbit coopaiitoD wUb tbt BojpGtbwdiiioo ia pdol of eiccltoott io typw 
gT ^ iop] flxetoUA—cad roflocte^e^ecIfF dt odit opoa tbo ealorpriauif 



MB. B!lf SffS KEW N07EL: 


THE DAMSEL OF DABIEN. 


A <1U Mbr << •* IV Tmwir." *^09$ AMr*,** »JVUi. 

«V«i^" ^ ij 2 w4. 12 m*. , 

* TV •CMM k UU ia lb* Ukadtofthe W«i| 0 b lAdie»»lbetjm* kabortlf 
«Aflr the diaoewj of (ho Now World hj ColareboR the ehormcten ore n 
Oeane Sptoieh *m aolivei; (he hero k Veeoe Naoet» Ih* dkooterer of the 
Peoi6o Ooetn, end (he bemae k cn Indita fir) of MrpeeMnf boaol/'^lh* 
PelDeeJ of Dviett. Her Ibodooee, 6delUj ead eooelency, ore beeulifoJly 
depicted, end to o* ooakiUito the omoI eberaiir^ rod eitncliv* foeture ip 
tbM eolooNC The eolbor, ladood, enek ia hie portraiture of (he ftmele 
cbereeler. 

* Mr. & bee fitea oa e aoiMrooe poQp of fiforee, each eleerl/ drawn 

■ad eiforooelf wetehed, kertnf op tV awDor^ of the rei^r eoeh m. 
proaeko* m ia Ibnner d^ frow IVo<b iJm llnoiof of Walter Scott, of which 
(hero U oow eo )iUk. We hero no intealion of nreetalliof the tMetite bj 
A epfiopoia of the boob, bat idviee lie porcheae tod pem^ we do tbu 
ant oaJf (or the beeol* of the aocnpowt^ bnt iko oo eoooont of Ik bk. 
lorioal teloe. Wo •n if meeh more ie oot teemed of (ho earip 

dkeofVf of Sooth Amenee frea thk book, than from fiA/ hiatoriae. 'nioee 
will rood thie, (hat will newr look inlothoa. For thk rooMo, Hr. S. merite 
hif h DfAleo fyr bk SdelilT; b* hee Slled op gape Aota bk kner, but he hae 
kA /eek «a thop ero. end Aon hk kbm eome idee map m ftined of 
flpeakh eedaninoe, craekp, ?elor ead eTtrko. We hove oAm thoof hi that 
retributive juatiee k oow brief lag hone to Old Bpein aoret amell portko 
of tbo miae^ ahe ooea iaSIcted on Ihe wretcbad oetiroe of Now Spein.** 

flefardip Ceerkr. 

* Oor eotbork deeariptire powere ece of ihe verp Sret order, end Lo hk> 
iketohee of cheneter (berota do writor diot betkr ondorfMnndi the ert 
of bringiag oet the eelket keturee la hkh relief tiMl of impreeelng to 
iodiaideehiy opoo the portroilore that £m the imafO perkcUp id ooi 
Bind, omd it uank oa Uke the (^ore of one we beta iaiimatolp koown. 
la thie oofeh the Danaal of Denen, Mr. Sinm bee opened e now end 
eirgia nino in (be iraeeDroe of RooKoee. ’Aooapkwgbediehl, wbioh ooJp 
aeMe onlUrttion to prodnoe the riobeel froita. 

" There an two boaoliiUl ohtrtolare in Ode work, wbMi wa oanaol eloae 
(hk brief neliae wi^oal rakrHog to. One k tba wife of Ceoniho, (be 
lodiea ChieC end the other the Indian danteel €Sa/ete, tbe wi(o of Veeoo 
Nnae& There never wore moro perfect pictoree drawn of truAbeartod 
lave, woBtalp devotioa, and poroi moek Sdalitp, in tb* wlwk rao|o of ro. 
■eacn. The haegbtp Spaokh b«otf. Teiea Davitia, k a eoamon rdace 
ebaraaUr, end oearoe deaerriDg cf nokoa."—Bifiy (Vekkend Oeleay. 

* Mr. SiiocoB wiolda a pen w no ordiaerr pow e r. He k one of Ibo moat 

aflnent wri te r * of the dap. Hk uaefexy u Itvkh aad baeotifiil, end hk 
aCpk held, eopre^ee and dlfbee, ma e^or* are kid on with ao liberal e 
band, that M dfeet* are oAea prodooad wbera new* were preroedkatod. 
llMto are aoan aplendid aoanea in tbk blfhlp wroogtat romanoe. Tbe 
drametM iakrent of Um al^ k akiUbllp eaeitrd, and tba chanetan are 
HmuM with Boeh ^iril aadabiHtp. wUl be one cf tbe meet popo. 

la*' of tba aittber*a work*.—ffew Twk Jlinwr. 

Tbk k throng boot a atorp of tho new world, aad wlD bo (aken op with 
iHvaal W ararp ono wfao k wUUng to betteve that as Anwriean boe« owp 
boageoaona bp orot j one wbowaakaaflMDadbpaaktU) prodiketton 
fef fenign blamture and fereigs oxirtkaa. It k, aa the an Aer eapai ** a 
atorp 4tA4b*perlk end privitkoe af atrip dkeewarrj of ito bold adeewtana, 
wnaAipilpUBpha, aad iaadeqoato i wiink * ■■a r i n et F V wa rff rr. 



•fl 8 FRIN 0 ANNUAL, 

9 m Xt 4 #, 


SUCCESSORS TO CAREY ^ CO. 

BAVB nn ruiLifufi 


THE POETIC WREATH. 

C^n$uiting ^ StUet R—mgufnm Ot Wmk» ^Bngkitk Pnt$, 

FROM CHAOCIR TO WORDSWORTH. 


Alphtb^tiedlyvnn^tWith Tvwtj-iu Batniifal Wood CoMi In 
000 noot fto^ IBmo T^ome, k^Mioolj bound in ombootod 
cloth, with gUt edgoo* 


Thii TolaiDO, ehiDelBg lo fUl Isto oor biodt, hu ohtrmed tm by tbo 
tMie with «b>^ it bu boeo prmrod, both vttb mpe c t to Ibo UtoTV 7 
molorkli u)d ottbolfiobBonte. 71 m piocoo cro omDiod oJphabotloolly, 
ondef thoir litloo, osd ot the bogiooUg of ooeh o( ibo ivenKy^ois lotion 
io 0 botctifbl dorieo, ia wood oagrtobg, ropnoming otcb hilar, ^iag 
Aiiflad, upoo ioapoetidv (bat tbo folooM deoa not contain one irwhj pboo, 
wo Mr&MUy ncomoMib it to geiwftl Mic^^CImmktn' Jaunwl. 

7^ Mlaottoea aro mada vUa good jodgmaat* baing pan in Ihalr Dort) 
iolaolhn—Uban from tbo boot ooi b caa and boing aoitbor loo abort for 
romonbraooe oor loo hog to bo tlroaonn. Tlio oxooatloo of tbo boob ia 
oiinaMly baadaot, PktUdAwkm 04ttO€. 

71m oahctMoa ara oMda with oMoh taala* pnaantJng ebaractarlaUoand 
atrlking paaaagaa from tha boat of Iho Engpoota» in vinoua igoa^ f«rm> 
iag,aa it wara, a faiato^ of a^h la ibh apaclea of oooipoaitjoo; and tbo 
iDoobaohal axocalha ofiha W^batb ia aocb aa toraadar it cum of tbo proC* 
Uoat oolaoMa of tbo ooaoos. ibo tmbollhbvwnta, Undiag. tod typography, 
ba^ tM at^nt and BpproprUte.«PaMaplooiiloia. 

Tw objoot of tbo adiior bu boon to praaoot a oolhetioii of boanlifbl or 
othkbg aitracta, and to fbraiob at tbo aaioo Uoo apaojoano of tha antboro 
fVoai wboaa worka tboy ara aala at ad. A inora daUghUhl liith rdoiso, or 
ooo bettor ealoulatod to gnoo Ibo contra tabh or tna privala library, dmm 
not bean aianinad by na Tor many a dty^Paoiuyioaiiia Ingyirtr. 

TIm lhal baa baon oiareiaad in Um aalactioo of paaaagaa, wllb eora 
thal each cboold oontain aaaiiiiMOta eakolated lo aooobh and raftn^ in* 
doeea ua to raconmood tha dhtvrday fiaraby Pmt. 

Mamra. Lea dt fUanetaard aro doing maeb for tbo repnlalloo ofPhihdoL 

S it in Ibo departiDont of baaolifnl vcdaineoi Tlioy bare prodoeed none In 
ar Caate tltaa that of vbhb im giva tba titk. Of ila oontonta, noUilng 
need bo oaid osc^ing that aomo of tha abmeoit geoa tA Bpeoaor, flhaha* 
poare, Hilton, wordnrortb, CaoipbeO, Hooro, me., An, aro bore ofibred. 
The aolodiona aro abort and varidoo, and amagod aceordiog lo tbolr nh^ 
Joeta. At the ho^ of each ohapter b • Urga ian^ httar, angravod by 
Adana and GObart, fhm tha baantiful and uDaginatifO ded^ ofTookor 
and Drayton. The voiona dMotd bo placod tmoag tba Imrha of Wn 
centra tabh.«Abr«b Awmiemm * 
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HAVE JUST PUBLISHED 

A NAVAL BXSTORV 

4 

Of 

THE UNITED STATES. 

DY J. FENIMOKE COOPER. Eio. 

HI TWO BASmOVB TOLOMBBi BOtmO tM XMBOUBO CLOTH. 

Hm BUtaiT of tlw Nm of lb« Dottad BUtao Ooot tho oarliMt poHod of 
its e<blonoo,mtlM dovoof trioRotoIution, tbroofh oU Ita diMoonfMMote. 
NvoTMA Criaia and ftetj, ««« a tiak vorth; of tbt aothor who bad aaUU 
Uihod a rapolatba ao a daaorihar of oaoUeal ef«&la» aopartor (o that of tnj 
odMT IMof wtllor. Tbo Caak baa boas aa parfbrmad to laiata aotbte* 
to daaira. Bo work of bl^har iatamt baa kaao MblUbad In tha Uoitad 
Slataa fbr aaoj vaara. Hm tfcaaa la ooa vbkeb Mr. Coopar aaaoM to iMat 
tm aaiara ano for wkiah bia aarfr lUb aod adooatioo £tlM bim, abora all 
otbar 0)00. If va ora tM ttlataxao, (ba poUioilwo of tbto book la catea. 
lalod to baifhtao ^ alraadf naltod aatimata la vbicb tba Navy ia bald, 
and (o raooar it atiU owra. If poioihla, a ^oorita with tba naiioo. WbUat 
Mr; C oo par baa, al all tiaaa. ^aao foD omK to tha affieara aod erawa of 
tba aaaaw wboM vMoriaa, donof iba lata war. abad ao oaocb Taoowo opoo 
oor 4 riM« ba haa Bot baaa nUW of iba bad taata. whkb a wrltar of laaa 
diaerlBloailoo wooM aearoSlv ba*a aaoidad, of lodolfiof a vain^loriooj 

S rH aod a dlaparofii^ Icna ib ralbraeca laoor fraat nrafiipoQ iba ooaaa. 

a ftoriaa of Aowtoao aieCjariaa ora lUlf pompad, wbilat. at lha aaioa 
tlsa, oara la takao, b ovary aaaa to asbIMt a Air aiid Impartial eatimab. 
of Iba atrao^ aod appoiatmoeta of aoUfoalal*! vaoaala or flaoto la tbla 
way tba work aaqwiraa tba oradii doa too xrmva aad impartial blrtorj. Tha 
bookkaplaadidly paMbbad by Laa A Blaacbard. gatewarr CAraafeia. 

If Mara vaa ooa mao bafiwa aD otbara. wboa wa eoold btva aalaotad for 
Ihk talk. Mat maa wao Mr. Caoeor. Ilia blalory of tba Na^ haa baM 
wrlMao aaa oawra. Mr. poopa r lo aB thlofa nmin to tba mvy vritaa 
vltb antbiMaaaa. l%a aaoto b bta aiaaaiit With tba fioriooa coraer 
of tbamcviaa b wblab bla joolb waapaaaad,ba takaaaUodablaprida, aad 
ba batoaya b awry pawa Iba aaraaM daiira af Ua baarl I 9 makalta marlla 
bnawm lo tba wotlA u Iba iadiiMatko wHb wMab ba dwalb opoo tba 
b%bUaad«Mpaaa of a aam^Awar, aod tba extrtordiaary effloMn of 
maay af oor StfilM darba Ma war, « d bw iai tha w pi tt dt earyt ofthe 
ttabad oAmr; aod b dwwbf opao lm aaMiviarBli of oar yoQOf Navy, 






